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TO THE READER. 


Laco the following anecdote te 
Sagacious persons who know all authors (and me among 
the rest) by their style, or by any other certain or infallible 
sign. The anecdote is known to those who are accurately 
versed in literary history. Julius Scaliger wrote and publish- 
ed an oration, without his name, against the famous tract by 
Erasmus, called Ciceronianus, Erasmus, having perused 
it, immediately, (and upon conviction as he thought, ) fixed 
upon Hieronimus Aleander, who was afterwards made an 
Archbishop by Leo X. and a Cardinal by Pope Paul the 
Third, as the author of the whole, or of the greatest part 
of it, by signs which he conceived to be certain and in- 
fallible. Yet he was mistalen ENTIRELY. The judg- 
ment and sagacity of Erasmus will not be questioned. 
But hear his own words, for on such an occasion as the 
present they are particularly remarkable. Ex phrasi, ex 
* ore, ex locutione, aliisque compluribus, mihi persuasi 
„* HOC OPUS maximd altem ex parte, esse Hieronimi 
« Aleandri. Nam mihi Geniut illius ex domestico con- 
« oictu adeo cognitus perspectusque et, ut ipse sibi non 
« posstt esse notior “N 
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„ 
I recommend this anecdote to the consideration of those 


persons, who from random conjecture, without any know- 
ledge, or any proof whatsoever, continue to ascribe the fol- 
lowing work, to men, who are all equally guiltless of my 
labours, and all equally ignorant of my intentions. 


I think, if the Poem 1s read once without reference to 
the notes, the plan, connection, and manner of it will be 
perceived. I may add, that, The First Dialogue was firs? 
published in May 1794, the Second and Third in June 


1796, and the Fourth in July 1797. 
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A FRIEN D. 


| Nel cerchio accolte, 
Mormorò potentissime parole; 

Giro tre volte al Oriente il volto, _ 

Tre volte ai regni ove dechina il Sole: 
Onde tanto indugiar? FORSE ATTENDETE 


„ Voct ANCOR I POTENTI, o PIU SECRETE?!''» 


Tasso G. L. Cant. 13. 


— 1 


Dear Six; 
December, 1797. 


As the publick have thought proper to pay some atten- 
tion to the following Poem on the Pursuits of Literature, 
the parts of which I have presented to their conſideration, 
and for their use, at various intervals; I have now col- 
lected the whole into one volume, after such a reviſion 
and correction as appeared to be neceſſary. It gives me 
pleasure to address this introduction to you. As a mark of 
my friendſhip, I truſt it is decifive. I always thought 
with Junius, that a printed paper receives very little 
conſideration from the most respectable ſignature. But 
I would not be understood to inſinuate, with that great 
and consummate writer, that my name would carry any 
weight with it. I must own however, that I smile at the 


various authors to whom my work is ascribed. Doctors, 


Dramatick Writers, Royal Treasurers, Divines, Orators, 
Lawyers, Greek Profeſſors, School-masters, Bath guides, 
and Phyſicians, have all been named with confidence. 
Sometimes the whole is written by one man, at others, ten 
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or perhaps twenty are concerned in it. Criticisms and diſſent- 
ing conjectures on the subject are alike the object of my 
ineffable contempt. More sagacity must be exerted, than 
the Ardelios of the day are masters of, who are so kind as 
to think of me, who most certainly never think of them. 
It is however my resolution, that not one of these idle con- 
jefures ſhall ever be extended to you. * Quid de me alii 


loquantur, ISI VIDEANT; $edloquentur tamen.“ It is 


a voice; nothing more. Prudence indeed suggests a cau- 
tion which I unwillingly adopt, and restrains the eager- 
ness I feel for the display of your virtues and of your ta- 
Jents. But those virtues must at present be left to the tes» 
umony of your own conscience; and your talents within 
those limits of exertion, in which an undiscerning spirit has 
too long suffered them to be confined, The bird of day 
however always looks to the sun. 

In regard to writing in general, the publick expect nei- 
ther thanks nor gratitude from an author for their favour- 


able reception of his work. If it is unworthy of their no- 


tice, it is left to periſh with the poetry of Knight, or the 
prose of Lauderdale. I cannot indeed affect to believe, 
*« that nature has wholly disqualified me for all lirrary 
* Hhurſuits. I Vet I would not trouble the publick, or my- 
self, with this new edition of my poem, if I did not think 
it agreeable to their wiſhes. I am satisfied with the atten- 
tion which has been given toit. And when 1 have com- 
manded a ſilence within my own breast, I think a still 
mall voice may whisper those gratulations, from which 
an honest man may best derive comfort from the past, and 


motives for {future action. 


The wayward nature of the time, and the paramount ne- 


| ceſſity of seeuring to this nian her political and reli- 
gious 


+ The words of Mr. Gibbon, Pesthumous Works, to. Vol, I. 


* 
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gious existence, and the rights of society, have urged and 
Stimulated. me, as you well know, to offer fis endeavour 
to preserve them, by a solemn, laborious, and disinter- 
ested appeal to my countrymen. It is deſigned to condutt 
them through the labyrinths of literature; to convince them 
of the manner in which the understanding and affections 
are either bewildered, darkened, enervated, or degraded; 
and to point out the fatal paths whick would lead us all ei- 
ther to final. destruction, or to complicated misery. I am 
solicitous for the end alone. I have explained all my mo- 
tives at large, in the prefaces to the several dialogues 1 
this poem. 

Jam not yet so old, as to say with the desponding bard, 
% Vite est avidus, quisquis non vult, MUNDO' SECUM 
PEREUNTE, mori.“ Yet I see, with sorrow and fear, 
the political constitutions of Europe falling around us, or 
crumbling into dust, under the tyrannical Republick of 
France. She commenced with an imperious injunttion to 
the surrounding nations not to interpose in. her domestick 
government, while at the very same moment, ſhe herself was 
interfering and disturbing them all. She has indeed ter- 
minated in the change or overthrow of each of them, buf 
of this kingdom. Frenchmen were always brutal, when 
unrestrained. With their own domestick misery and 
wickedness they never were satisfied. In these latter days, 
they have been neighing after the constitutions of their 
neighbours in their lawless lustihood. They first deflower 


me purity of che struggling or half-consenting' victims, and 


then with their tuſſian daggers they stifle at once the voice 
and the remembrance of the pollution. Such are their abo- 
minations. © Such are their-orgies of blood and lust. And 
when their cruelty is at last wearied out and exhausted, 


and demands a pause, they call it Clemency, France had 


a2 ; been 
1/1;191 1 1>0gi ts *I, forabtousn yu 


6E 


been long looking for that, which ker philoſophers had 
taught her to term, THE PARALLELISM OF THE SWORD. 
She has indeed found it. That sword has indeed swept 
down not only every royal crest, but every head which 
raised itself above the plain of their equality. Such 1s 
their quaint and ferocious language. And now, when 
Engliſhmen are to be warned against the introduction of 
the horrid system, no appeal is to be made to the common 
feelings and paſſions of our nature, (this, it seems, is 
declamation;) no scenes of terror, and cruelty, and 
desolation are to be laid before them, but dry reason- 
ing and mathematical calculations of the quantum of 
misery, plunder, and blood, neceſſary for the produc- 
tion and establishment in England of this bleſſed revo- 
lutionary government. But we will not be insulted and 
fooled out of our existence, or of our understanding. 
Our sentence is for open war, till we can be safe. Eng- 
land is still prepared, and alert, and vigorous, and opulent, 
and generous, and bold, and undismayed. She has not 
cast away her confidence. Among the bands and affociated 
energies of England, I also, in my degree and very limited 
capacity, will struggle for the principle of her life. I feel, 
in common with the wise and reflecting, that the consti- 
tution of Great Britain, even with it's real or apparent 
defects, is worthy of continuance, and I hope of perpetui- 
ty. Our ancestors in 1688 once adopted the words of 
the aged Patriarch, We have blessed it, yea, and it ſhall 
be blessed.“ In this one response, 1 trust we shall 
all be orthodox; and with one heart aud voice condemn 
all the heresies of Gallick policy, in the words of the 
Alexandrian Liturgy of old,. Toy dip xarauom ta 
p,. . 


— — 
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* Liturgia Sancti Gregori Alexandrina. Liturg. Oriental. 
Collect. Vol. 1. p. 107. Edit, Paris. 1716. 
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Government and Literature are now more chan ever 


intimately connected. The history of the last thirty 
years proves it beyond a controversy. Still it is diffi- 
cult to rouse the attention of men, and to persuade them 
of the fact. But I have attempted it. I thought it just and 


Tight to set before them excellence opposed to excellence, 


as well as error contrasted 40 error; or in the words of the 
great Halicarnassiant,** Ayabs; ayabas ᷣ are. In the 
present change of manners, opinions, government, and 
learning, you may remember I gave it as my opinion, in 
which after some consideration you concurred, that a va- 
Tiation is now required in the mode of conducting satirical 
writing. I mean, by calling in the reciprocal assistance 
of poetry and prose in the same work, for the great end; 
if it is deſigned for general perusal and extended applica- 
tion. I think this work is the first attempt of the kind, in 
the ente which I propose. 


| (Appraoyy) D ε xa: ofpuoeooav avidny 
Tlopywons orieapn TIPINTOS o wenn} 

I know not whether J am mistaken, but as it appears 
to me, the power of legitimate Satire thus extended 
and strengthened with the rampart of prose, and fully under- 
stood, is the best, if not the only literary support left. I am 
sure it cannot be construed into an hired service. It has no- 
thing in it of professional labour: and as to interested views 


of personal profit or promotion how can they be consistent 


with it It is as true in our time, a sin that of Dryden, (I 
will give you his own words,) that“ the common libellers 
of the day, are as free from the imputation of wit ® 
1 of eee * Satire has another tone and another 
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I Dion. Halicarn, ad Cne. Pompeium de Platone Epist. p- 
757. Sect. 1. Vol. 6. Ed. Reiske. 1777. 
I Adapted from the Anthologia, p. 393. Ed. Brodzi Fol, 


vi) 
character. All publick men, however distinguished, 
must in their turns submit to it, if necessary to the welſare 
of the state. The altar and the throne, the minister and the 
statesman, may feel and own its influence. I would express 
myself with diffidence of any Satirist : yet of the office jit- 
self, and of it's higher functions, Iwould speak as becomes 
it's dignity and the excellency of it's ancient character. 
Mag niſicabo apostolatum meum. | "4 
In my opinion, the office of a Satiriſt is by no means a 
pleasant or a desirable office; but it is necessary. It is dif- 
ficult to exercise the talent without an appearance of severi- 
ty in the character and disposition. Even play fulneſs and hu- 
mour are called by other appellations. Learning is oſtenta- 
tion, censure is malignity, and reprehension is abuse. I have 
explained myself on this subject in different parts of my work. 
There remains a more formidable objection. On a first and 
partial view, it might deter any man from engaging in 
Satire; at least any man who feels himself (and who does 
feel himself, if he examines his own heart ?) unwor- 
thy and wretched before THE unerring judgment. It is said 
to be incompatible, if not with the profession, yet 
certainly with the practice, of Christianity. 1 am sure, if 
that 1s true, the praise of wit, or learning, or talents, is no- 
thing worth. If private malignity is the motive, it is essen- 
tially contrary to the precepts and practise of chis religion. 
It cannot be defended for a moment. But if Satire is an instru- 
ment, and a powerful instrument, to maintain and enſorce 
publick order, morality, religion, literature, and good man- 
Sers, in those cases, in which the pulpit and the courts of law 
can seldom interfere, and rarely with effect; the community 
may authorize and approve it. The authorised! instruments 
of lawful war are lawful. 


Sgtire 
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Satire never can have effect, without a personal appli- 
cation. It must come home to the bosoms, and often 
to the offences of particular men. It never has it's full 
force, if the author of it is known or stands forth; 
for. the unworthiness of any man lessens the strength 
of his objections. What I have written, is delivered 
to the publick in this spirit. If I had any private end 
or malignity in any part of it, I would have burned the 
work with indignation before it should have appear- 
ed. I make no idle appeal to you, or any man, for 
the truth of my assertion; it is enough for me to feel 
that I speak truth in the sincerity of my heart, If I 
am believed, I am believed. But I may ask with con- 
fidence; Is there in it any sentence, or any sentiment, 
by which the mind may be depraved, degraded, or 
corrupted? Is there a principle of classical criticism 
in any part of it, which is not just and defensible by the 
greatest masters of ancient and legitimate composi- 
tion? Is there any passage which pandars to the vitiated . 
taste, or to the polluted aſſections and passions of bad men? 
On the contrary; Are not the heart and understanding for- 
tified unto virtue, and exalted into independence? Is there 
any idle depreciating declamation, against the real and 
solid advantages of birth, fortune, learning, wit, talents, 
and high station? Is there any doctrine, which a teacher 
of morality, I mean Christian morality, might refuse to 
sanction? A moralist and a divine have not the same 
office with the satirist; personality is foreign to them, But 
it is not sufficiently attended to or believed, that when. 
understanding is enervated, when it once loses, what one of 
the Fathers calls emphatically, the xs een, Gννν N 
a 4 „oi „e g- 


I Basil. Archiepisc. Carex, Op. Vol. 2, p. 698, Edit, 
Paris; 1618, | 


(vii) 
FeTUXVWwerey, When that solid, tenacious power of the mind 
is dissolved, it is then open to all manner of deception, 
and to the impressions of sophistry in literature, government, 
philosophy, and religion. On this account, many works 
and many actions must be noticed, wholly ee of 
reprehension in any other point of view. 

Ignorant men will cry out, 4t is a vexatious suit, when It 
is a just prosecution in the. courts of criticism, and at the 
tribunal of publick opinion. They who. would consider 
my reprehensions of Authors and of the tendency of their 
writings, as libels, or as libellous matter, are as ignorant 
of common law, as they are forgetful of common sense, 
or common integrity and candour. With such men, 
every piece of criticism is a species of libel. If they 
are inclined to indict any part of my work as G&bellous, it 
will be incumbent on them to contradict the great sage of 
the law, who declares, that“ In a CRIMINAL PROSECU+» 
„ T10N, the tendency which all labels have to create ani mo- 
* gilies and disturb the publick peace, is THE WHOLE which 
„% the Law cons:iders.”+ I am content to be at issue with 
them on this point, If any part of my work is © blas- 
phemous, immoral, treasonable, | schismatical, seditious, 
or scandalous,“ let it be produced publickly, and publickly 
punished. But I maintain that, under these restrictions, 
I have an undoubted right to lay my sentiments before the 
publick, on publick subjects, publick men, and publick 
books, in any manner I think proper. If I am denied this 
right, there is an end of che freedom of the preſs,-and of 
the rational and guarded liberty of England. If the matter 
of my book is criminal, let it be shewu. I appeal to the 
Courts and the Sages of the Law. But 1 will not be in- 
timidated by the war-whoop of Jacobins, and democratick 
writers, or the feeble shrieks of witlings and poetaſters. 
While I have power, I will plead in behalf of ne 


and 
+ Blackstone Comment. B. 4. Ch. 11. 
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and in the cause of my Country. I have not, in this 
work, violated the precepts of Christianity, or the law of 
the land; and till I have done both or either, it is not 
in the power of any man to degrade my character and re- 
putation with my country. If 1 have drawn any suppo- 
sed characters, without a name or designation, I have 
done no more than Theophrastus or La Bruyere. I 
shall not condescend to a discussion of such a subject. 
Many passages, and perhaps trifling or sportive allusions 
in this work to persons and events, are best defended 
by the general apology of Horace.“ Ego si isi 'quod 
ineptus Pastillos Rufillus olet, {zordus et mordax mn 
I shall offer no other apology. 

As to any supposed arrogance or presumption; à writer, 
especially a poet, will be warmed sometimes with the dig- 
nity and importance of his subject, and may express him- 
self in terms rather strong. The © sume superbiam“ of a poet 
is seldom severely examined. It is an extravaganza at 
most, and understood as such. 

Much has been observed as to the deſect of hd in my 
Poem. I will say a few words. I wish not to vindicate, 
but to explain myself. The object of the whole, is a View 
of Literature. The Poem itself is A Conversation on 
che various subjects of Literature, in a very extended 
tense, as it affects publick order, regulated government, 
and polished society.“ Nothing is introduced which is 
not, directly or indirectly, to that main purpose. It does 
, not appear in the form of an Epiſtle, a mock- epick, or a 
didactick poem; but as a conversation in which subjects arg 
discussed, as they arise naturally and easily; and the notes 
illustrate and enforce the general and particular doctrines. 
There is as much method and connection, as is consistent 
with what I state to be my plan, or des:gn, if you like that 
word better. There is unity in the design. Conversation hak 
it's laws, but . pleasant, not ze vere restraints. Consuls 

| indeed 


( x ) 
indeed do not now meet Consuls in Tusculum; and, if I aw 
rightly informed, the symposiacks at Wimbledon and Hol- 


wood have not too much severity of method, or equality 
in the glasses. I am willing to give my adversaries the 
full benefit of the sarcastick pleasantry of Lord Shaftes- 
bury, ** that it would be a belying of the age, to put so 
much good sense together in any one conversation, as to 
/ * make it hold out steadily, and with plain coherence, for 
an hour's time f.“ I never desired to exhaust any sub- 
ject, but to leave matter for the reader's own suggestion. 
I may add, that it would be difficult to analyze one of the 
most finished Satires in our language. I mean Pope's Two 


Dialogues, or as they are strangely called, the Epilogue 


to the Satires. | 
I am represented, as having threatened any person who 
makes enquiry after me or my name. It was not my 
intention to do so. I said, “it will be more than foolish 
to be very inquisitive.“ I say so still; for when the ave- 
nue to any knowledge is stronghy and effectually closed, 
who would labour after it fruitlessly ? Fo waste our time to 
no manner of use, is not surely one of the discriminating 
marks of wisdom. I maintain it boldly; no man has a 
right to demand either my name or my situation. It has 
been observed on such occasions, that some might fight, 
*« hut others would assassinate.“ For! believe I have no real 
enemies, but the lovers of confusion and the troublers of 
states. I will acknowledge it, I come armed into their 
confines, and I come in the darkness of the night. But 
if I were required or called upon to choose my compa- 
nion, you know I am prepared with the answer of Diomede, 

f Et lev int ragoy ye xνðẽHeͤôHαντνον , Eo nt, 
; ws ov enzr QATEHOY ew OEIOIO haben; 
"Ov Tp Ne Tp Pgwy HR Koa q e 
Ey TAVTEC TOs TOY, I | | 

T Shaftesbury's Moralists, Sect, I. 1 II. 10. v. 243. 
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And i Lam forced todescend into the lower regions ofgarray 
and confusion, among the perturbed spirits of anarchy and da- 
mocracy, I shall hope for the safe conduct of the Sybill. She 
might produce the branch to the ferryman of France and 
Tartarus. I would wish her to exhibit this Poem, as the 
Donum fatalis virgæ, longo post tempore visum. But 
to leave these allusions. My book is open to all the ac- 
cumulated severity of publick criticism and puhlick re- 
prehension. I shrink from neither of them. When I 
am wrong, (I haye never been $0. intentionally) I will 
correct myself, and have done so frequently. In à held 
80 extensive, candour, I think, wall allow that Dy mistakes 
have not been very numerous. 

As to my poetry or versification, it was not written as 2 
vehicle for the notes, but the notes were composed to ac- 
company the text. I offer the poetry to those who are 
conversant with the strength, simplicity, and dignity of 
Dryden and Pope and chem alone, I submit both my 
Poems, © The Pursuits of Literature, and The Imperial 
Epistle,” in this spirit aud with this confidence to the pub- 
lick. There are men, (and women. too) who understand. 
But as to the dovers of exotick poetry, I refer them to the 
Botanick Garden of Dr. Darwin, My plants and flowers 
are produced and cherished by the natural invigorating 
influence of the common sun; I have not x2ised them by 
artificial, heat, 

Ik the root of a tree is ſound and vi igorous, you 
88 the shoots by repressing their luxuriance. I ap- 
prove and would uphold our sacred and civil establishment. 
J would | therefore, mark the aberrations, and misconduct 
even of men of talents and virtue, who compose it. I would 
shew, that I am strictly impartial. I can censure, with 
discrimination, even where I generally approve,” and consi- 
der nothing but the interest of the state upon the whole. 


92 
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It is to misunderstand or to misrepresent me, when it is as- 
serted that I attack alike friends and foes. I attack no man 
in his individual capacity. I have nothing to do with the 
vanity or injudicious conduct of friends, but as they at- 
fect the community; and I can have no personal malignity 
against those of whom I am personally ignorant. But they 
shall neither disturb nor overthrow the state of England, 
civil or religious, if any observations'of mine can avail, 
They may wish to know me; but they may depend upon it, I 
will never give a proof of my spirit at the expence of 


my underſtanding.— I must now pass from this subject. 


As to political matters we shall never want Obſer. 
vers. I hate deserters of their duty “ on any princi- 
ple whatever. But 1 suppose some Statesmen think, 
there is a laudable obliquity and a seasonable fear. For 
my own part I shall not, on this occasion, invade the 
retreat of St. Ann's Hill, or violate the purity of 
Drury Lane. If guch Statesmen are resolved to free 
at once both the Senate and the Throne, the © Sævi 
© Spiracula Ditis“ are open to them; they may descend 
in safety, and disburthen the land. I do not believe 
that the possession of absolute power is in the reach of 
Mr. Pitt, or of any man. But the continuance of such a 
minister in office will be approved, as I think, while the se- 
curity, and independence, and dignity -of the'crown, the 
parliament, and of the people of Great Britain, are main- 


tained against the tyrannical pretensions of pirates, bucca- 


neers, and plunderers. I Would say to Mr. Pitt, as Cicero 
did to Torquatus, © Tibi nullum periculum esse perspicio, 


quod quidem sejunctum sit ab omnium interitu.”+ That 


minister has not looked submissively, at any period of his 
long administration, for personal protection in any quar- 
der. 


FH. of C. Nov. 1797. 
+ Cic, Ep. ad Fam. Lib, 6. Ep. 1. 
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ter. There is a hardihood about the man, which I love. 
On the broad general question of the time, the publick 
esteem has been commensurate with the royal approbation. 
In this, the policy of the closet, of the senate, and of the 
people, seems to have been one. I am sure, I hope, that 
wherever Mr, Pitt, or any minister proceeds, be will al- 
ways find a board of controll ; nor would I by any means 
disapprove the advice of an honest Mandarin. But the 
Stairs of the palace have now but one flight; the gate 
is in front, and the ascent direct. The noble Marqus, 
who is now no more in office, may brood safely over 
beads and relicks. There is some propriety in this amuse- 
ment. It is pleasing to preserve the memorial of departed 
dignity. In my opinion, the Moor's head might have 
adorned our coin with the royal Gallick lillies, though 
the Sovereignty of France and Corsica is passed. 

I can stand aloof from the scene itself, but I am no 
stranger to the moving principle, I was not formed to 
wait in the anti-chamber of a Duke of Lerma, or a Don 


Calderone. A little experience is ſufficient for the ob- 


serving. It is either my advantage, or my misfortune, not 
to have adopted any profession. I never could decide that 
point. But, as you well know, I framed an early and an 
undaunted resolution, (perhaps not wholly justifiable, but 
certainly not degrading to the character) that I never would 
do personal suit and service, for convenience or emolu- 
ment, to any man however high, in a subordinate station. 
I framed that reſolution ; I adhered to it. Privacy is my 


lot. Be it so: it is the soil in which learning and reflee- 


tion strike deepest. In these days it is my desire that ob- 
Scurity should gather round me. Now and then indeed, the 


thoughts of times which are no more, will bring with them 


a casual, momentary, doubtful, glimpse of what might have 
been; and often, with the poet of Valclusa by the fountain 
* 'N | of 
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of Sorga, I have regretted some n of cpa not of 
sloth, which have passed, bn & 141655 
Senza levarmi a volo, 3 Pale, 

Per dar forse di me non bas esempi. | 
But if the laurel, which I have now planted, zhould thickew 
round the temple of my retirement, the pillars will support 
it. The materials are solid, and the ground is firm. 

I have indeed a few memoirs by me, written in other days 
and with other hopes, and if I could polish the style, and 
reduce them a little into form, I am convinced they would 
not be uninteresting. Le Roz et ses Ministres peutetre 
ge fairoient lire ces Memoires, qui asvsureiment ne Sont pas 
ceux d'un ignorant. But let this pass for the present. 1 
am for practicable politicks. I would not be driven inte 
measures from which there is no retreat. I smile when I. 
am told of love and hate in politicians and ministers. These 
are passions which they never felt. Circumstances alone 
unite and separate them. I would wish to act with those 
statesmen who would, as far as is consistent with the digni- 
ty and safety of the country, by a timely concession and a 
rational departure from too rigid principles, prevent those 
calamities which result from authority without power, and 
expence without supplies. But my hour for treating these 
zubjects, in the manner I propose, is not yet come. I must 
turn to other thoughts for a season. 

When Philosophy saw the Muses standing by Boethivs | 
in his affliction, she spoke in terms of some surprise and | 
indignation.+ In our time this indignation would have 
been retorted by the sisters of the song. Philosophy has 
appeared, not to console, but to deject. When I have 
read and thought deeply on the accumulated horrors, and 
all the gradations of wickedness and misery, through which 
the modern systematick Philosophy of Europe has con- 

"ducted 
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thirted her illuminated votaries, to the conſines of politic 


death and mental darkness, my mind for a space feels a 
convulsion, and suffers the nature of an insurrection. I 
look around me. I look to human actions, and to human 
principles. I consider again and again, what is the nature 
and eſſect of learning and of instruction: what is the doc- 
trine of evidence, and the foundation of truth. I ask my- 
self, are all these changed ? Have the moral and the na- 
tural laws of God to his creatures another basis ? Has the 
lapse of fifty years made an alteration in Him, who is de- 
clared to be THE SAME to day, yesterday, and for ever? 
Can the violence, the presumption, the audacity, the ar- 
rogance, the tyranny of man, drunk with self-idolatry 
and temporary success, change the nature and essence of 
God and of his works, by calling good evil, and evil 
good? I am told, that human reason is nearly advanced 
to full perfection; I am assured, that she is arrived at the 
haven, where she would be. I again look around me. 
Lask, where is that haven ? where is that steady gale which 
has conducted her ? I listen, but it is to the tempest: I cast 
my view abroad, but the ocean is every where perturbed. 
I pause again. Perhaps, it is the wind and Storm 3 
HIS werd!“ 

I resume the reflections of aiding kts amid the 
wreck of intellect. This was not the ancient character of 
philosophy. The lovers of wisdom, in the best ages of 
Athens and of Rome, always discoursed wich reverence 
and submission to the Author and Governor of the world. 
They considered of whom they spoke. If they turned to 
the origin of evil, or to any dark and unfathomable ques- 
tion, they rt called upon man to consider the limits of his 
underſtanding. They warned him, with most peculiar 
emphasis, to beware of those a avoir, those diſſicul- 
ties of hard solution, which are but de ed 675 defences 
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or arguments iil-conſtructed. They implored him affecti- 


onately, to avoid all that tends to overthrow, to trouble or 
disturb those principles, which conduct to peace and to 
right action. Their advice was to Strengthen the intellect, 
and to compose the passions, not by braving and. inſulting 
the all-powerful, all-wise, and'all-merciful Creator, but by 
an bumble, patient enquiry into his works, and by sub- 
mission to his dispensations. They seemed to be well 
aware, that to him who understood all the bearings and 
relations of the word, Resignation to the will of God was 
the whole of piety. If upon sages like these the light of 
revelation should appear, as the, regent of therr phi- 
losophical day, nothing can be conceived more august, 
nothing more ennobling, nothing more dignified. - Poetry 
and philosophy may then ſpeak a language worthy of them- 
selves: 


Altius has niſtil est: hac sunt fastigia mundi! 
PUBLICA NATURE DOMUS lis contenta tenetur 
Finbus.* 


When we have read such writers, it is hardly poſſible not 
t9 turn from modern scepticks and sciolists with some- 


thing more than neglect. If to their philosophy they add * 
witticism and ribaldry, they are nauseous- If to their ri- 
baldry they join folly and gross ignorance, they should be 


driven from our fellowship with contempt. The conti- 


nued-labours of the arch Theomachist of. the age, the re · 
cords of that perpetual conflict which be maintained, during 


the course of fifty years of a long and impious life against | 


the spiritual kingdoms of God and of his Christ,“ and 
the memorials of his desolating days, will alt be entombed - 
in tbe French Pantheon wich the * remnant of 

his 
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his bones + Dust to dust, ashes to ashes! He $owed 
unto the flesh, and of the flesh he and his disciples have 
reaped death and corruption. All the minor powers of 
fidelity, anarchy, sedition, rebellion, and democra- 
cy, may yet be dispersed in England: from their 
leaders Voltaire, D'Alembert, and Condorcet, to the vul- 
gar illiterate blasphemy of Thomas Paine, and the con- 
temptible nonsense of William Godwin. I feel for man- 
kind when they are insulted by such writers. I make 
common cause with all my fellow creatures, and call upon 
them to rally round the conſtitution of our human nature, 
and to support it's dignity. 


From writers of this character, my thoughts are directed 
to the professors of that superstitious corruption of Chris- 
tianity, which | or2ginally gave occasion to those at- 
zempts, to which it has pleased Providence to permit 
a temporary success, to scourge the nations of Eu- 
rope. I am sure the plain simplicity of the Protestant 
religion of England could never have suggested so da- 
ring, so extensive a project. I have therefore spoken 
at large of the Roman Catholick religion, and it's profes- 
sors, and the emigrants and French priests. From some ob- 
servations I have heard and seen on this part of my work, you 
may remember I was tempted to think, that I had advanced 
zomething new on this subject. Lam sure the principles are as 
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eld and as moderate as those of the Reformation, I know . 
that every page of our history confirms, their, truth. Have 


we forgotten the history of that Reformation ? Is © the Pre- 
servative against Popery buried in oblivion and unme- 


rited neglect? Do we remember Mede, and Chilling- 


worth, and Hooker, and Tillotson, and Hoadly, and 


Sherlock? Can we pass by the phalanx of Statesmen, 


and Bishops, and Lawyers, who stood forth in 1688? 
What L have advanced is in substance very old; in manner. 
it may perhaps be new. All I have advised, is on the side 
of caution, I only declared and pronounced solemnly. 
in the face of my country, that A COLLEGE OF RomisH 
PRIESTS, of a religion hostile in principle and in action 
tov, whenever it has the power, against the established 
church of this kingdom, should not be get upon a hill, and 
authorised and maintained by. the ministers of the crown, 
and the publick money of the land. They have been dis- 
persed since that warning was given. I only said, let 
zupport be administered to them privately, and i in detached 
situations. I have pity for them, and relief too, according 
to my ability. But, © though I give all my goods (said 
an Apostle) to feed the poor and the distressed, and have not 
Clarity, it profiteth me nothing.” What does he mean? 
He surely means something. Alms alone, it seems, how- 
ever liberal, however extended, neither are, nor can be, 
the whole or the essence of christian charity. They are 
indeed a material part, and one of the best external proofs 
of it's existence. Charity i is in reality a principle of general 
of prudence, of moderation, and of guarded virtue. 1 
originated from Hi, who commanded. his disciples to 
assume the innocence of the dove, and the  wisdom of 
the serpent. We may depend upon it; the system 
| be neo! 2 4 "£1 d ors "gh 


8... Med. oben ini ac So onod ind 


e 
of Christianity is not inconsistent with itself. Surely 
this is not to teach persecution or intolerance. My lan- 
guage 'and arguments are designed only to shew, that 
the 5pirit of the system of Popery yet remains unal- 
tered in it's great and leading principles. if it peris les. 
it will perich altogether. 1 love toleration in the con- 
stitutional sense of the word, as much as the most de- 
signing patriot of the day: but indifference to the publick 
form of religion is the first step to it's neglect, and to it's 
consequent abolition. I cannot think it a mark of into- 
lerance, when I deprecate the revival of the Romish 
superstition in England. There is an enthusiasm, an 
opy%0j05, in the professors of it which, I know, never 
forsakes them. It is active, where it's influence can hardly 
be supposed. It is said to pervade even the squabbles of 
a society set apart for the preservation of our national 
antiquity. With a cat-like watch, it peers and pries over 
every paper on ecclesiastical reliques, and garbles the 
slightest casual effusions of protestant zeal, before it is 
presented to the world. If it cannot be openly recom- 
mended, it will effectually guard against the least reproach 
or insinuation of it's subtlety. Romish Baronets will be 
busy, and Romish Priests will meddle. Perhaps the Secre- 
tary of that society knows, whether these hints are true and 
Juxtifiable. It surely will be understood, I am only speak- 
ing of the Spirit and tendency of the System itself. I would. 
carry Charity with me in my heart and in my hand, but 
I know that charity is, and must be, consistent with a love 
to my country, and to her rights, civil and religious. If T 
am wrong, I fear, I must continue so. I have yet Seen 
no argument to shake my conviction. 


ww would say a few. words on another part of my work. 
I have. been under the necessity, at least as 1 thought, of 
appealing for illustration to writers of all ages and in va- 
b 2 rious 
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rious languages. There is an appearance of astentation in 
it, to which I must submit. I certainly am of opinion 
with Casaubon, that it cannot be supposed, facere ali- 
quid ad veram pietatem seu doctrinam, Græcã potius 
« qum alia lingua loqui.” + Certainly not. But to enforce 
and to illustrate any position, the language of poets, and 
the dignity and spirit of ancient eloquence and history, 
in the original words, are of no mean assistance. The nature 
and full force of this work could not have been sustained 
without the notes, in which the most important subjects, 
sacred, moral, and political, are occasionally discussed. 
But I have generally given, in English, the substance of 
the allusions, contained in the learned ne which 
are brought forward. 


I would not have any one think, that an appeal to the 


higher poets of modern Italy is either trifling or disgrace- 


ful. No man ever felt the power of poetry, if he refused 
his homage to Dante, Petrarch, Ariosto, and Tasso; I 
mean, if their language was familiar to him. In their 
primal poet there is an originality and a hardihood of an- 
tiquity, His soul was dark and sullen; it was proud 
and full of his wrongs. Frons læta parum et dejecto lu- 
mina vultu. He passed through imaginary realms 
without the sun, to the confines of light and hope. The 
day shone full upon him, and the beams were from on 
high, His draught of man and his passions 1s eternal, 
His language was like himself, deep and full of matter: 
it's strength and harmony may be best expressed by his 
| Tuscan brother: 
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Aspro concento, orribile armonia 
D'alte querele, d'ululi, e di strida, 
Istrauamente concordar s'udia | F 


As to Petrarch; we are led by every milder feeling to the 
retreat of Valclusa. The strain of the poet is yet softer 
than the breeze, or the murmur of his fountain. 4 Vet 


was he not without energy. His subject was sometimes 
high and holy. He was familiar with death, and his 
breathings were after immortality. He too could de- 
scribe the disruption of the mortal veil, and the departure 
of the soul, 


Svegliata fra gli spirti eletti, 
Ove nel quo Fattor l' Alma S'interna ! a TY 


I will not pursue this theme; and of Ariosto and Tasto 
it would be idle to speak. But, by the way, I may ob- 
gerve, that the three greatest masters of heroick verse, in 
unlaboured ease and flowing dignity, are to my apprehen- 
sion and judgment, Homer, Ariosto, and the glory of 
Spain, Alonzo d'Ercilla. I have without intention in- 
deed, but with the privilege of a letter, descanted a little 
on a favourite incidental topick. For when. I hear the 
language of Italy, under these mighty masters, called 
frivolous and light, I cannot pass it without a moment's 
vindication. In my opinion they strengthen and harmo- 
nize both the intellect arid the ear, My references to 
em are however very few. 

b 3 | ee, I am 
ad "4 F 4 "20 , 

+ Ariosto. O. F. c. 16. 


t © Nowep amo Twy evwTer TaTWY z. avpt Tis Mela tn 
aur eber. Such is the harmomious prose which distinguishes 


the critical writings of the great Halicarnassian. ist. ad 
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T am told, I am forgiven for my Latin; but for the 
Greek, not so easily. In this particular indeed, I am 
rather ſurprised that no man of wit has said of my 
notes, They are Greek invocations to call fools in- 
* to a circle.“ Certainly there will be Halos round 
the brightest luminaries; and it muſt be confessed, that 
many of my notes have such a circular appearance. If 
Some galled theologian were disposed to banter, and 
to question the validity of my Greek ordination, he 
would perhaps shrewdly remind me of the Council of 
Florence in 1439, when the Greek and Latin churches 
proposed, as a principle of union, that the Greeks should 

alter their manuscripts from the Latin. He might also tell 
me of the celebrated Fœdus cum Græcis,“ so well 
known among the sacred manuscript criticks. And if I 
were to adduce from the great Erasmus, my * Capita ar- 
* gumentorum contra morosos quosdam et indoctos“ 9; I 
should be reminded by Dr. PAR R, that I have not the eru- 
dition of Erasmus, or the gentle manners of the serene 
Sepulveda. Mr. Knight would remand me to the Greek 
alphabet (to any one, I hope, but his own), and his modes- 
ty would attempt some jucundity from the Lusus Priapi. 
I will endure them all. I have patience and pity too. 


I know you were surprised, when you found me beset 
with poetasters, and rhetoricians, and commentators, and old 
seventh form boys, that I was so patient. In truth I thought 
there might be ſome remedy. Vet Iwill own, that when I 
ice 50 many heads around me deprived of the substance 
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of sense, I am perpetually calling for the ampolla of 
Astolpho, that sacred vessel n de u. er. roms the 
upper regions, W 
Che tempo é ormai, cn at capi voti o macri 475 
wy Di senno, si goccorri con I' ampolla g. mY 
But I should have too much on my hands, and Irecall 
my wish, In the political, as well as in the mere literary 


world, there i is more to do in that way than I can attempt. 


A few drops from this ampolla might now and then, on par- 
ticular occasions, fall on the Minister himself, who not in 
his taxes appears as the political Hecatet, or Diana, in theit 
trifle forms. Some of it also, might be spared for Earl Fitz- 
william with good effect; but I ſhould be unwilling to 
waste the precious liquor on the noble head of his Grace 
of Bedford. Some crests are indeed vulnerable: but the 
constitution is so radically impaired, that when the head 
is once opened, it is in vain to think of closing it. Mr. 
Horne Toake, for inſtance, is out of the reach of art. 1 
would only set up the bidental at the bookseller's door at 
Wimbledon. It will at least serve as a land- mark for the 
French, on their first invaſion. As to the mendici, mimi, ba 

‚ latrones, 
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For the Diana 2 A e look at the gems of Fulvius Ur- 
sinus.—It is odd, that L ycophron, in all the darkness of 
his prophetick song, chanrlug forth the powers, àc Apng ei- 
N ro, couples 1. Bellona and Minerva; * Ka: 8 Exe, 

xa Topryernrog Ota.” Caszand. v. 519.—What ; is the allego- 
8 ? It seems as if war and wisdom might be joined together; 
but the sooner the union can be Sis the better, 
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latrones, what can be done? The most infamous are the most 
contented. But there are minor members of the great demo- 
cratick body, and all have not the same office. Vet there is 


a marvellous use (and they understand it, better than WE 
do) in that which every joint supplieth. I should leave 
Mr. Tierney (a), with some little hope, to the discipline « of. 


Cocker and Oldfield (5). He may perhaps improve in cal- 
culation ; but I think it will be some time | before his 
anti- professional prattle will impose on another boy- 
committee on a contested election. The drops of the am- 


polla would never penetrate the thick rotundity of Mr. 
Nicholls (c); but they might insinuate themselves through 


the zig-zag crevices of Sir John Sinclair's head. 
If we pass to Subjects of lighter moment, even the 
Bavian drops from Mr. Gifford have fallen off, like 
oil, from the plumage of the Florence and Cruscan 


geese. At home also, I am sorry that his success is 


imperfect. I am told, that Mr. Greathead and Mr. Merry 
yet write and talk; and Mr. IERMINCHAM (poor err 
ain continues billier than his Sheep. 


'Buta truce tothis badinage. Like the Warrior of Ithaca, I 
would appear but for a season, and for a peculiar purpose, in 


zuch a garb, It is necessary now to assume those higher func- 


tions to which J am called, to claim for myself, and to 


vindicate 
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vindicate the ννα]]π]·õmuq Maco#v xrcavoy, d the undoubted 8 
and hereditary dignity of the Satirick muse. 


To Sans hαν⏑ẽn t Obooreovs, | "as; 
AATON ENT METAN OTAON! e e Paperps | 
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I had once a thought, as you advised me, of analy- 
sing the following poem. But te what effect, and for 
what use? To men, like you, it is needless or pre- 
sumptuous: to others, it is snperfluous. I am indeed 
confident, that when all the personal objects of my 
praise or censure shall have passed from the scene, this 
work will be found to contain principles of government, 
polity, religion, morality, education, criticism, poetry, 
and literature, worthy of being transmitted to another age. 
I have indeed already said much: but I think, I have 
something more to offer to my country, if strength and 
health (not according to my deserts, but through that, 
mercy which I humbly and daily acknowledge and re- 
vere) should graciously be extended and continued to 
me. I mean, if I see a proper occasion to present it, 
and if England should not be absorbed in the vortex t 
abhorred gulph of democracy and tyranny. 


Still perhaps I am incautious in my words. I can promise 
little. However that may be, my principle is and ever hag 
been, that, NO MAN LLIVETH UN TO HIMSELF,” for his 
own little pleagures, or meangratifications, or low unworthy 
passions, the dirty family of selfishness, which by the law 
of Providence, defeats it's own purposes. I speak not of 
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a romantick, impracticable, general good, but of the spe- 
cifick benefit which an individual may and can confer 
on his fellow-creatures in his own limited sphere of action, 
by a continued exertion of the faculties or talents with 
which he finds and feels himself intrusted. 


Well-wishers to their country are, above all n 
desirous of the steady light of Literature, and of the day- 
spring from on high. Yet whatever they or we may hope, 
the horizon may perhaps be now illuminated with it's 
departing beams. Iwill yet strive to be full of hope: 
though in some passing moments of dejection, the strain 
of the Florentine poet, in all it's melancholy harmony, 
dwells on my ear: Pen sa, che questo di mai non raggiorna I 
But let us still contemplate the glory which was cast 
round other times. I will therefore conclude this letter, 
by complying with your request in offering you a very few 
ideas on the chief Satirists of ancient and of modern fame. 
I may be singular perhaps; but if I except Lucitivs, 
(who i is known to us only by detached lines and short 
passages, in my opinion, the fullness of that glory never 
shone but on sIX POETS: * Quos orbe sub omni Jam 
vix septena numerat sapientia fama,” The character 
of LUC111Us, the inventor of Satire, was respected by Sci- 
pio and Lzlius. They were his friends. Poetasters, rhe- 
toricians, and even men of high quality and of consular 
rank were often the subjects of his censure. I know not 
what a modern French Directory might do with a man of 
his character; but Lucilius enjoyed respect and;impunity 
in. the Roman — HoRACE in the . age, 
w 2 i 44 +: ul . 
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under the despotism ofAugustus, insinuated himself into the 
graces of che Emperor; yet he was peculiarly studious to 
mark the obnoxious, foolish, or wicked characters of his 
age. He was careful not to be misunderstood... He noted 
the name, the profession, and the rank of those whom he 
devoted to undying ridicule, or consigned to the eternity 
of fame. Augustus and Mæcenas well knew the value of 
such a poet. They looked to the stability of government 
and the empire of good sense, and found them intimately 
connected with literature and poetry. In the time of 
Nero and Trajan, Juvenal and Persius exerted-a severity 
without playfulness, and veiled themselves in obscurity, yet 
without being misunderstood. They applied directly and 
irresistibly to the inmost feelings of the heart, callous and 
depraved as it was. The writers were either spared or 
neglected ; but their works were admired and circulated. 
I know the person to whom I am now addressing myself 
too well, to enter into a criticism on Horace, Juvenal or 
Persius. Mr. Dryden indeed has done it already. 


An interval of ages passed, dark and barbarous. The 
power of Satire, in it's full and legitimate strength, wasnever 
again felt till the reign of Louis the fourteenth of France. 
Then appeared a Poet, second to none of his predecessors. 
A philosopher without being wordy, the friend of sense 
and of virtue, a gentleman in principle, independent in 
spirit, and fearless of enemies, however powerful from 
their malignity, or formidable from their rank. This ex- 
traordinary man was BOLlLEAU. If 1 am not deceived, 
there is something in all his compositions 30 finished, 30 
removed from conceit and forced thought; such an ardent 
zeal for propriety in sentiment and in expression; such a 
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sense of the dignity of the human character, when unde- 
based; such a hatred of hypocrisy; such a love of purity ; 
zuch an abhorrence of all:profaneness and indecency, and 
even of indelicacy; that J am not able to name a man 
Whose works, as a poet and a critick, may berread and stu- 
died with.equal advantage. Even his compliments, though 
rather lofty, to Louis the fourteenth, are all conceived 
in the language of a gentleman and a man of genius, who 
feels that he is conferring honour, not receiving it. The 
majesty of the French monarch, in that cultivated age, was 
turely as worthy of homage as the | dezty of the Roman 
Augustus. To read the works of Bo1LEAU with full ad- 
vantage, some accuracy of knowledge, and some insight 
into the delicacy of the ancient French language are re- 
quired. (I call their language ancient, which existed be- 
fore the revolution, for I scarce understand the modern 
democratick jargon. Grave virus munditias pepulrt.} 
It is also necessary to have a perception of the peculiar 
cast of the Frenck poetry, and of the construction of the 
verse. An allowance must be made for the language itself, 
which.is not poetical as contradistinguished to prose, but 
forcible, terse, and well adapted to the condensation of 
satirical expression. As a writer, I think him original. 
What he has borrowed, he almost seems to have restored 
to it's proper place. He alternately assumes the characters 
of the three great Romans. He maintains an honourable 
contest for the mastery. Equal to either of them taken 
singly, and in the merit of composition, sometimes their 
Superior. He is their true and lawful brother. There is a 


ſraternal league between them, which no friend to good 


literature, good poetry, and good manners, will & ever * 
fer to * broken. | 
Nearly 


e RP 


W 
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Nearly at the same period, after some momentary gleams 
and strong flashes in the horizon, Satire arose in Eng- 
land. When I name DRYDEN, I comprehend every 
varied excellence of our poetry. In harmony, strength, 
modulation, rythm, energy, he first displayed the full 
power of the English language. My business with him at 
present, is only as a Satirist. I will be brief: I speak to 
the intelligent. He was the first poet who brought to per- 
fection, what I would term, The Allegory of Satire.“ 
Fables, indeed, and apologues, and romances, have always 
been the most ancient modes of reproof and censure. It 
was the peculiar happiness of Dryden to give an eternal 
zense and interest to subjects which are transitory. He 
placed his scene on the ground of actual history. The 
reader of every age has an interest in the delineation of 
characters and names, which have been familiar to him 
from his earliest years. He is already prepared, and feels 
a predilection for the subject. This accommodation of 
ancient characters to existing persons has a peculiar force 
in the age to which it is addressed; and posterity reads 
with delight a poem founded on pristine story, and illus- 
trated by the records of modern times. Dryden's power 
of Satire has been generally acknowledged in his Mac- 
Flecknoe: but his master- piece is that wonderful and un- 
equalled performance, Absalom aud Achitophel. He pre- 
zents to us an heroick subject. in heroick numbers, a well- 
constructed allegory, and a forcible appeal to our best feel. 
ings and passions. He paints the horrors of anarchy, se- 
dition, rebellion, and democracy, with the pencil of 
Dante, or of Michael Angelo, and he gives the speeches of 
his heroes with the strength, propriety, and correctness of 
Virgil. It is Satire in it's highest form: but it is Satire ad- 
OY dressed 


SE 


dressed to the few. It is not adapted to the general effect 
of this species of poetry. In my opinion, Dryden has not 
the style and manner of Horace, or Juvenal, or Persius, 
or Boileau. Pope called him“ unkappy,” from the loose- 
ness of the age in which he lived. He has enthusiasm, 
mazesty, seriousness, Severity, gravity, strength of con- 
ception, and boldness of imagery. But sprightliness, gai- 
ety, an easy badinage, an occasional playfulness, so neces- 
sary to the general effect of satirical poetry, were all want- 
ing to him. Perhaps his genius was toe sublime. He 
could not, or he would not, descend to the minutiæ which 
are often required, che anecdotes, and the passing traits of 
the time. His satire had an original character. It was 


the strain of Archilochus sounding from the lyre of Alcæus. 


The sixth and last of this immortal Brotherhood, in the 
fullness of time, and in the maturity of poetical power, 


came PoE. All that was wanting to his illustrious pre- 


decessor found its consummation in the genius, know- 
ledge, correct sense, and condensation of thought and ex- 
pression, which distinguish this poet. The tenour of his 
life was peculiarly favourable to his office. He bad fret 
cultivated all the flowery grounds of poetry. He had excelled 
in description, in pastoral, in the pathetick, and in gene- 
ral criticism; and had given an English existence in perpe- 
tuity to the Father of all poetry. Thus honoured, and 
with these pretensions, he left them all for that excellence, 
for which the maturity of his talents and judgment $0 
eminently designed him. Familiar with the great; inti- 
mate with the polite ; graced by the attentions of te fair; 


admired by the learned; a favourite with the nation; in- 


dependent in an acquired opulence, the honourable pro- 
| duct 
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duct of his genius and industry; the companion of persons 
distinguished for birth, high fashion, rank, wit, or vir- 
tye; resident in the center of all publick information 
and intelligence ; every avenue to knowledge, and every 
mode of observation were open to his curious, prying, 
piercing, and unwearied intellect. His works are so ge- 
nerally read and studied, that I should not merely fatigue, 
but I should almost insult you by such a needless disquisi- 
tion. I shall therefore conclude. | 


As a disciple of these great masters, and full of that 
spirit which an unbroken and an honourable intimacy with 
their works has inspired, I now present myself a votary 
at their temple; and in some measure clothed in the robes 
of their hereditary priesthood, I would also enter, and 
offer my oblation at the high altar of my country. But if, 
unworthy of this hallowed investment and interior ministry, 
the door of the sanctuary is closed upon me; I shall retire 
without a murmur, and with devotion unimpaired worship 
in the vestibule. You can best judge of my motives, 
who have known most intimately the nature and extent of 
my studies, solitary so long in their acquirement, and now 
publick at last in their application and in their end. With 
a necessary indulgence for all my trailties, vices, errors, fol. 
lies, and imperfections, and with the partiality of friendship, 
you, and such as you, may perhaps allow me to apply 
to myself, with some little variation, the words of the 
most fervid poet of antiquity: 


Non tenues ignavo pollice chordas 
Pulso, sed Aurunci residens in margine templi 
Audax magnorum tumulis adcanto Magistrüm. 


I am, &c, &c. 
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PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 
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' DIALOGUE THE FIRST. 


Audaci quicunque atflate Cratino, 
Iratum Eupolidem prægrandi cum sene palles, 
Aipice et dc, i forte aliquid decoctius audis ; 
Inde vaporatà lector mihi ferveat aure. 
- PERS, SAT. 1. 


4. 


4 . 
———— — - 
————— . 
* 


— — mo ROO O—_— 
. 


63 


PRE FACE 
ro THE FIRST DIALOGUE+ 
OF THE 


PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 


— — 


Tu E importance of the ſubje& of this poem, and the 
neceſſity of such an- appeal to the kingdom at this time, 
are the beſt reaſons which I can offer for it's publication. 
But ip regard to the various matters which are conſidered 
in the following compoſition, I recommend to my read- 
ers a paſſage from a collection of the moſt pleaſing and 
informing treatises in natural philosophy which -I ever 
read, or I believe ever were written; I mean the Che- 
mical Essays by Dr. Watson, the present Bishop of Lan- 
daff; vol. iv. p. 257. It is this; “ Sir Isaac Newton 
„and Dr. Bentley met accidentally in London, and 

| A 2 * on 
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+ Firſt printed in May 1794. 
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„on Sir Isaac's inquiring what Phzlosophical Puruits 
* were carrying on at Cambridge, the Doctor replied, 
* none ; for when you go a hunting, Sir Isaac, you kill 
all the game; you have left us nothing to pursue.” 
Not so, said the philosopher, you may start a variety 
of game in every bush, if you will but take the trouble 
to beat for it.” © And so in truth it is,” (observes 
Bishop Watson) © every object in nature affords occa- 
„sion for philosophical experiment.“ - I may add, that 
such a state of society and of literature, as the present, 
affords occasion for numerous experiments and observa- 
tions, without any danger of mutual interference. 


In this Poem no imitation whatsoever is intended of 
any former writer, or of any former poem, It was writ- 
ten upon no private motive whatsoever ; but ſimply and 
solely as the conduct of the persons mentioned or alluded to, 
or the manner of their compositions, or the principles of 
thetr writings, tend to influence and affect the learning, the 
government, the religion, the publick morality, the publick 
happiness, and the publick Security of this nation. My in- 


tentions are just and justifiable to reasonable men, who 


will reflect on what has passed and is passing before them. 
We must indeed be sensible, that it is now no longer a 
mere sport of the pen, a light skirmish, or a random 
shaft, the Apollinez bellum puerile pharetræ, which is 
alone demanded; but our weapons must be instruments 
of war, able to break down the strong holds of anarchy, 
impiety, and rebellion, ' and mighty to vindicate the 
powers of legitimate authority. In every region of Europe 
there should have been a common cause. But in no king- 
dom, except Great Britain, has that cause been maintain- 
ed in full integrity. While I am writing, we are convulsed 

to 
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to our center; and yet in the midst of fear, we are im- 
pudently and wickedly told, there is no cause of alarm. 


Talia dum celebro, subitam civilis Erynnys. 
Tarpeio de monte facem, Phlegræaque movit | 
Prelia : sacrilegis lucent Capitolia tædis, 

Et Senonum furias Latiæ gumpsere cohortes. (t) 


We may (for we can) all of us contribute to the assist- 
ance, and the comfort, and the good of others, and to 
the ſtability of social happiness. The sword, the voice, 
and the pen muſt be resolutely and decisively called into 
action, for defence, for counsel, for admonition, and 
for censure. Satirical writings muſt submit to the im- 
putation of ill-nature, though I see no necessary connec- 
tion between them. In my opinion, Satire has nothing 
to do with good - nature or with ill · nature. It's office re- 
spects the publick good alone, and the interests of the 
community. It is frequently designed to supply the laws 
in all cases which are beyond their jurisdiction. From 
such courts it appeals to perhaps a ſtill higher tribunal, 
that of publick opinion, character and reputation. 


Such are my ideas; yet Iam sure I have nothing of the 
wild American in my composition; I never wished to de- 
stroy any man, either to inherit his wit or plunder him of 
his understanding. But I will bow to no Cyrill of Alex- 
andria, to no executive director of a modern republick, to 
no lordly presider.t of factious councils, of democratick 
delegates, or of societies in open defiance of eſtablished 
authority in regulated empires. There is darkness mixed 

A 3 | with 
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() Statius, Sylv. Lib. 5. Carm. z. 


16 


with fire, and volumes of smoke are rolling from the 
mouth of the cavern. I love no atheiſt French Bishops, 
nor unfrocked grammarians in England. Horne Tooke 
is ſtill living, and Edmund Burke t is no more. SoL 
OCCUBUTT! I hope Mr. Pitt will assure us of the old 
prodigy, nox nulla Secuta est! We must now all assist in 
our various capacities, and feel and act as publick men. 
In times like these we may assume a virtue, a character, 
a courage, and a firmness, not originally our own. I pro. 
test E have no private animosity in my nature; but I 
come forth (boldly enough, I will confess, but as I ought 
to do) in behalf of my country, her literature, her laws, 
her religion, and her government. Nor would I publish 
this satirical Poem, but from a full conviction of it's ten- 
dency to Sromete the publick welfare, in it's degree and ac. 
cording to it's subject, when it as (if it ever Should be) 
Studied and considered with impartiality. | 


—gyB — 


+ August, 1797. 


THE 
PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 


4. SATIRICAL_ POEM. 


' DIALOGUE THE FIRST. (a) . 


B —. 


THE AUTHOR AND OCTAVIUS. 


. 


THE AUTHOR. 


| wo once deem'd my race of labour run, 


And camps, and courts, and crowds, and senates * 


Still to the publick raise no venal voice, 


In the full freedom of a Briton's choice, | . 
Through tracts aloft on daring pinions fove. 


Where'er by duty borne, or led by love. 


Vet not unconscious of this awful age, 
I mark what new conflicting systems rage, 
1 Systems 


(a) First published in May 1794. : 


. 
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pe which W to scorn th' avenging rod, 
And hurl deſiance to the throne of GOD; 
Shake pestilence abroad with nn sweep, 


And grant no pause - but everlasting sec ! (6) 

Blood- guiltiness their crime; with hell they cope; 
No flesh, no spirit now must rest in hope, 

But under foliage dark, and cypress gloom, 

The (c)sculptur'd mock'ry marks, and seals the tomb. 


5 . New lights on all, but on the Poet, rise ; 
Sti:] can he smile, and with no murm'ting sighs 
Can own well-pleas'd, that ao the meanest bard, 
Bayius, /d) or Maro, finds he game regard; 
* 
Not 
| 
00 This alludes to the French decree which aboliched, 55 
law, i in 1793, a futurity of existence. Impiety and absurdity are 
8 the najural consequences of their principles. | 
17 
(-) The French have also decreed, that in every cherch yard 
trees shall be planted, and the figure of sleep erected pointing 
to the tombs; and this sleep they decree to be eternal, N. B. 
This was the fact, when i First Part of the Pursuits of Litera- 


ture was fr:t published in May 1794.— t may be so again, or 
may be $0 at this moment, 1796. . 


(4) The name suggests the honourable mention of a poem 
lately a under the title of! The Wy 14D,” or an Imi- 
tation 


i | 
Not as Mæcenas once with partial ray 1 fs 


Illum'd the rising glories. of his d ße: 
Whose orb the Mantuan plains alone would: warm, 
Or beam propitious on the the Sabine fam. 111 


Oran 
56 Ii If rant vr 
Why should you write? the world is now so fickle, 
Scarce is there room for Sheridan (e) and Tickell;(f) 
23 — And,» 


3 


tation of the frst Satire of. bersius. Que tibi, gue tali reddam 
{ro carmine dona?— Though the author professes to be conversant * 
only among the e folds at present, he threatens, a descent | 
upon the nobler and more reluctant animals, It this be a fi 
production, the poet must proceed with the consciousness of 


genius: he has the ground - work of all excellence, good tense, 4 
and a knowledge of just and harmonious expression. He has n | 
þ *- 


divulged his name imfrudently. Such compositions require se- 
cresy for their effect; especially if they are published at an 2 
period of life, and still more if the poet commences his career 
with satire. Mr. Pope suffered hure deſcription te hold the face 
of 5enze for a long time, before he took his proper station. The 1 
author of The Baviad has, taken some pleasant trouble off my ' 
hands, The Albums, the Laura-Marias, the Jerninghams, An- 
tony Pasquins, Mary Robinsons, Piozzis and Bozzi's; the Phillidas, 
Hyprifilas, vatum et fhorabile 5i quid,  Vnibctunatoly there are 
09 many left. (1794.) 20 + 1 


| \. 
00 R. B. Sunxibax, Esq. M. P. I am sorry to say of this extra» | 
| or divary If + 
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And though in tone sonorous, blithe or grand, 
The loud Laurentian (g) trumpet through the land 
Sound Pitt, and Prettyman, and Rose, and Rolle, 
With strength of Stentor, but Mezentian (4) soul; 
The 


ordinary man, that in the realms of wit and humour he is now 
silent. Unus sceþtra fooritus, eadem aliis sopitu' quiete est.“ 


+: Why is it 80? Politics are transitory; wit is eternal. 


(/) Since this was written, the publick has lost this very inge- 
nious man. He was the happiest of any occasional writer in his 
day: happy alike in the subject and in the execution of it,—I 
mention with pleasure Anticihation, the Wreath of Faihion, Ec. 
Sc. Sc. and I wish to preserve the name and remembrance of 
such a man as Mr. Tickell. Poets and ingenious' men, who 

rite on occasional subjects with great ability, are too oftenlost 
| Þo the most undeserved oblivion. But we must recollect, | that 

even such a poem as The Absalom and Achitophel” of Dry- 
den himself (perhaps his greatest production) was but eccasional, 
and ritten for @ forty. | 


Ce nis hardly necessary to remind the reader of the political 
| opposition of the Rolliad and the Probationary Odes 4) Dr. 
Lawrence. and company,—1794. N. B. The Doctor may be con- 
sulted in private at e 0LD blue and buff lamp, on the subject of 
these state hand- bills. If the political infection is recent, the 
Doctor removes it in a few days. (1797. 


: en $0rry to perceive too much of the contemfitor Sober 
| ia these compositions; and a little of it, as Mr. Burke, the friend 
of Dr, Laurence, gays on another occasion, is a great deal too 
much, 


N 
| 
{ 
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110 
Tux Doc rox may for Fox and Portland vouch, 
With qlectacles on nose, (i) but empty poucng. 
Why must you seek this sad Cumæan shore? , 
Or why to genius giye one victim more? 


AUTHOR. 


Forgive me all conspire to waste my time; 
Languor, and care, and solitude, and rhyme :. 
- Now while each sage, to fame and science knan, ** 


Or leaves the field of life, or listless grown, 
{k) Reviews his trophies with an idle pride, 2 


Sick of the dunces rising at his side. ö 

(i) Shakspeare says, With ghectacles on none and frouck on ridd.” 
I am contented simply to admire Docror Lawrence's spectacles, 
but I have ventured to qualify Ar pouch. (1594.)—TI know not - 
for whom Dr. Lawrence ow will vue; I am certain & will 
not vouch for the Doctor. 0 796.) 


I allude to such publications as, © Proce on 1everal Occations, 
&« accompanied by rome Pieces in Verte. By George Colman, (Sev 
© zior.”) I think, however, that it is a provident wisdom in 
men of great abilities, like Mr. Colman, to collect and publich 
what they wish to deliver to posterity as their own; Posthumons 
works are rarely to be considered in that light. 


- 


( 1 ) 


If 1 may write, let Proteus (/) PriESTLEY tell, 
He writes on all things, but on nothing well; 
| Who 


(1) Proteus Priestley. There is one very mateiial difference 
between this Proteus and his namesake of antiquity, Of the 
latter it is recorded, Sine vi non ulla dabit hræceta; F now our 
Proteus gives prece/t upon firecefits, line upon line; here a little and 
there @ Tittle ; and is continually obtruding lig oracles upon the 


* publick,” without any compulsion at all, upon every subject which 


—ͤ—ñÿͤ. p. — ———— — 


can, or which cannot be known. I believe that Dr. Priestley 
would dispute very intelligibly upon the famous Germanic ques- 
tion, Urum Chimera bombinans in vacuo pauit comedere 5ecundas 
intentioges,” But I shall leave the Doctor to the care of Bishop 
Horsley. (1794.) -N. B. The Bishop now requires sometimes 
a little care to be taken of himself. (Fuly 1797.) 


2 — 
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$ Virg. Georg. L. 4. *in 


"+ As to Dr. Priestley's King-4i/ling wishes and opinions take a 
few words: © IT 1s To BE REGRETTED, that the situation of 
things was zuch, that THE. SENTENCE (of DEATH on, Charles the 
Firs could not be passed zy the wHoLE NATION, OR THEIR RE- 
PRESENTATIVES, Jolemmnly ASSEMBLED for that frurfiose.”” Priectley 
en Government, p. 39. How must this Reverend Deputy elect to 
the National Convention of France have exzlied on the 215t of 
Jan. 793 !!! The Deputy, however, had the wisdom of the 
zerfient in not taking his seat, though he could not assume the 
innocence of the dove. The late Mr. Gibbon well under- 
stood Dr. Priestley's character and opinions, and expressed 
himself strongly on that subject. No man of discernment can 
see their direct tendency but with reprobation, and sometimes not 
without fear or horror! (1794. — Lord Sheffield has lately pub- 
lisbed the correspondence between Mr. G. and Dr. P. in the 
frst volume of Mr. Gibbon's Posthumous Works, 4to. These 


letters are not unworthy of attention. (1796.) 
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430 
Who, as the dæmon of the day decrees 
Air, books, or water makes with equal ease 
May not I strive amid their motley throng, | 
All pale and pensive as, man! —_—— 
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"Shs would your thought to Ebner 8 pomp aspire, 
07 wake to loftiest n Pindar's on wy 
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( Pindar's hyre.—In this verse I speak of the my” a 
but there is an obscure person, ſtiling himself Pan PIN DAA, of 
whom I sha'l say a few words, This man certainly. pozsesses a 
mind by no means uninformed, and a Species of humour ; but it 
is exhausted by a repetition of the game manner, and nearly the 
Tame ideas, even to disgust. He has the power of rhyming judi- 
crously, and is sometimes even gifted with poetry; and Finally, 
he is puffed up with a vanity” and s#lf-conceited 7 importance, al- 
most without a parallel. ' Thit eic man Ras contiived, by 
these qualifications, to thrust himself upon the publick notite, 
and become the scorũ of every tan of character and of virtue. 
Such is the blasphemy, auch the impiety, the obscetitys the 
impudeuce and the contempt of all decent respect, WHU per- 
vade his numerous pamphlets in Verse, tut the fader is Ill ve. 
paid by the lively zallies of humour which Nee 
this mats of crudities. I form, Fr. e A &s, and 


© 


not 
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). 
Go then and view; since clos'd his cloister'd day, 


The $elf-supported melancholy Grar : u) 
Dark 


not from acquaintance with the man. Let hear that he breathes 


a warm constitutional spirit, because, forsooth, he has told us, 
in some trumpery ade, of the neceſſity of a ling of a leg, ora 


nail; after he has perpetually reviled, and held up to scorn every 
master principle by which government and society are main- 
tained. I will not waste Ferse on such a character; but say 
honestly and plainly, that though I can often smile and some- 


times be pleased with the humour and the manner, yet I think I 


perceive such a rooted depravity and malignity of heart that, 


From the consideration of his works, | can affirm almost unequivocally 


of this obscure man, in the words of the severest writer of an- 
tiquity, | | 
©  "Stupet hic vitio, et fibris increvit opimum 

Pipgue, caret culpa, nescit quid perdat, et alto 

Demersus, Summa rursum non bullit in unda. + 


N. B. This man's works (now published) amount ix NED to 
above four guineas but we are informed that a set may be had for 
Iwo GUINEAS AND A HALF IN 4TO, or for TWO GUINEAS in four 
"volumes Boo !//— What an inducement to a purchaser! (1794)— 
Ponerity (if it can be supposed that such trash should exist) will 
be astonished, that the present age could look with patience on 
tuch malignant ribaldry. I am very sorry, that Mr. Roscoe in 
his admirable life of Lorenzo de Medici, and The British Critic, 
a suppose inadvertentiy) sbould give any portion of it the 
alightest approbation. For shame! Non hare in feeders! (1796,) 


{#) This character of Mr. Gzay is drawn from the conside- 


ration of his Memoirs and 1 published by Mr. Masox. 
—s—rEỹ—rñĩͥ„ . i * — 
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7 Pers, Sat. 3. v. 32, 
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(46) 


Dark was his morn of liſe, and bleak the spring, 
Without one fost'ring ray from Britain's King: (un 
Granta's dull abbots cast a side- long glance, 
And Levite gownsmen hugg d their i ignorance. 
With his high spirit strove the master - bard, 5 
And was his own exceeding great reward ; le 

Vears without hope | in tardy progress pass, 

Till some few grains yet ling' ring in his glass, 

He rose late-heeded by patrician care, (þ} , 

Though private friendſhip help'd him to the chair. 


Saw ydu not Mason stand with down- cast eye, 
While great Augustus pass d unconscious by ? . 
09 15 an 61h 212105 ade NN 
| (mm) If I have read Mr. 'Gray's Letters rightly, I believe he 
neither sought nor wished for royal favour, I wish however 
that it had been dend io the first poet and the first RAE ; 
the age. * 

N 4. Pam ty exceting OC 

e © _» Generizz Chap. xv. ver. 1. 
175 j W was e Profesor of Modern Hife in the Unl- g 
versity of Cambridge, late in life, by the Duke of GArron the 


Chancellar at the particular recommendation 0 it was rde 
believed) of Mr, SronzuZwVwW n. 2 


% The discernment of his Majesty Geonor THR Turzy 
in poetical merit, is acknowledged in the patronage of Dr, 
Beattie, Author of the Minotrel, aud of Mr. Cowper, Author of 

; The 


Nn 
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ee. terrots of avenging night; | t, 


; Rc uns Miri (hien det might. 127 T 
Have you not seen neglected PENROSE (r) bloom, NM 
Then sink unhonour'd in a village tomb ae 1 R 


* of 


| Content a curate 8 humble path he trod, 


Now, with the poor in pirit rests with God. 
( 4 * #7 4 
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iP The Taſk. Mr. Mason must have been overlooked for a particular 
reason. I $hrewdly suspect that Mr. Stonehewer (the common 
friend of Mr. Gray and Mr. Mason) could account for it. 


(4) See the Herdich\Eppistle to Sir William Chambers, and the At 
Heroick Postcrifit to the Publick, by Malcolm Macgreggar, Esq. 
A friend of mine has assured me that [am wrong in this conjec- Fa 


ture; and I must own that the Epistle to Shebbeare, and the Dean 
and the Squire, attributed to the same author, have diminished my 
conſidince in it's probability. But as I had written the lines, 
they,may tand as a tribute of, gratitude. to a man from whose 
acknowledged poetry I confess myself to have received. much, 
delight. The strains of Mutes and the Draid minstrels have 
still their charms, and he must have cold feelings who cannot be 
moved by the zimplicity of EI/idai The Enylich Garden; thongh 

with a few faults, deserves the thanks of 93H admirer wy our 

| rwe, (79 WY ee SN 


7 See * Flight of Fancy, 4to, by Thomas RY of 
wry, Berks, The names of the poems alluded ro are these, 
The Helmets, The Carouſal of Odi in, and Madness—He pub! ished 
these hiarrel/; and no more; and I speak of these. No authet 
zhould be judged for posthumous works, published — 
_ he ordered them to be 669 decease. - 
* 


i) 

To worth untitled would your fancy turn? 
The Muse all friendless wept o'er MicxrE's urn: 
M1cxLE, who bade the strong poetick tide 
Roll oer Britannia's shores in Lusitanian pride. Ci) 


AUTHOR. 


Then 1 must suit the temper of these times, 
Degraded now to mere 4istorick rhymes, 
And last be hail'd in some sagacious page, 
The finest, brightest poet of the age, 
And that with grave solemnity so sad, 
Faith, tis enough to make poor HAT LE (:) mad. 
e B No: 


N | 
D Wiitian Juiivs Mickie, a man of genius, and of great 
poetical powers. He translated the Laziad of Camoens in à free 
paraphrasric manner, but with the spirit of an original poet. 
I never could account for the neglect of 30 8 


(i Hayly. =Piger scribendi ferre laborem, 

Seribendi rectè, nam ut multum nil moror.+ | 
The notes which Mr, Hayley, who is a very ingenious man 
and a pleazing scholar, has written on his various poems are 
very amusing, and not unfrequently afford much instruction. 
Had he but learned the ar? of Ilotting, he might possibly have 
attained considerable eminence, and precerved it. But as he is i 
ͤ—— woes. = BY IA IRRPTP"o ä — 5 gre 


J. Hor. 1. L. 1. Sn, 4, v 18. 


6180) 


nb in vain I may attempt to please, 
: EE with learning what I think with ease. 


What? —fromthe Muse, by cryfutogamic ( stealth 
Must 1 purloin her native sterling wealth? ) 


In filmy, gawzy, gossamery lines, 

With /zcid language, and most dark designs, 
| | | Vin 

general too feeble, tedious, and insufferably, prolix, conzequently, 

&c. &c. See Horace, who has pronounced an irreversible sen- 

tence on all such persons tiling themselxes poets, however vola- 

minous their works may be. | | 


(v) See the Botanick Garden and Loves of the Plants, by, Dr. 
Darwin. F wish men would peruse the treatise de Canfit Corrupe 
tæ Tloguenliæ, before they attempt by prettinesses, glittering 
words, points, conceits, and forced thoughts, to sacrifice proprie- 
ty and just imagery to-the rage of mere novelty, This will always 
be.the.case, when, writers.in/prose, or verse (if I may ba allow 
ed tp use Sanc ho's phrase a little metaphorically) (want thetter 
| bread than is made of wheat. Modern cars are absolutely d& 
baucked by soch poetry as Dr, Darwin's, which marks the 
decline of simplicity and true taste in this country. It is to 
Eygland, what Seneca's prose way ta Rome. Abundat dulcibug 
vit iii. Dryden and Pope are the standards of excellence, in 
this species of writing in our language; and ohen young minds 
are rightly ingtituted in their works, they may, without m 
danger, read uch glittering verses as Dr. Darwin's. They wi 
then 1 the distortion of the un the OY of 
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( 29”) 
In sweet tetrandryan, monogynian strains, 
Pant for a fiystill in botanick pains ; 
On the luxurious lap of Flora thrown,'- 
On beds of yielding vegetable down, | | 
Raise lust 1 in pinks; and with unhallow'd fire 
Bid the oft virgin violet expire ? (ﬆ). 


Is it for me to creep, or Soar, or doze, | 
In modiſh song, or fashionable prose ? () 
* 


the ornaments, It . also be a happy * for all naturalietsy 


, whether poets or writers in prove, if they would in the words 


of a trus poet, « Look through nature up to Natare's Gop!” 


Dr. Darwin is certainly a man of great fancy but I will nos 


e ee ee require eee 
0g ee | | 
To 2 nende ; 


$41 


me to conceive, how young ladies are instructed i in the terms 27 
botany, which are very significant. a 


> 


(y) Madich Proze,—T allude to the poising of sentenges, their 
triads, and other artificial divisions of modern prose, by which 


the whole simplicity and natural dignity of our English * is 
abandoned and lost, 


= 
ow Ty x 4 


bt 
('26 ) 
To pen with gatreteers obscute and chabby; 
Inscriptive nonsense in a fancied Abbey; ( : # 
Or some Warkworthian hermit tale endite 
Such ditties as our gossip spinsters write? 


Or must l tempt some NoveP's lulling theme, 


Bid the bright eye o'er Celestina (: 22) stream; 
With fabled knights, and tales of slighted love, 


Such as our Spanish Cato ( 4) might approve ? b | 
I 


(=) Such trash as a vile pamphlet called Kilthampron Al 
dey, Sc. Sc. Sc. in short, the whole mugitus labyrinthi. —Every 
age produces similar trash, and this name ser ves as well | as any 
Other to mark my meaning in this place. 


10 eren, 


(zz) Pat for almost any modern novel. Mrs, Charlotte 
| Smith, 'Mrs. Inchbald, Mrs. Mary Robinson, Mrs, c. &c. 
though all of them are ingenious ladies, yet they afe too fre- 
quently whining or fricking in novels, till our girls heads turn 
"wild with impossible adventures, and now and then are tainted 
with democracy. Not so the mighty mapician of rut Mrs. 
TERIES of Uporrno, + bred and nourished by the Florentine 
Muses in their sacred solitary caverns, amid the paler ahtines of 
"Gothic superstition, and in all the dreariness of incbantment : 
n poetess whom Ariosto would VER Tr er. 


en, as the 0 . ö | 1 0 900 . 
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In Travels for the Heart, (b) and not the bead, 
From post to pillar, and from board: to bed. 4 
Thro' climes of various woe the pilgrim lead, | 
Till Charlotte droops, and master-migses bleed, 


St hM e 


If these disgust, to serious cares attend, 
And make serene Philosophy your friend. Aer) 
Pen some choice Fragment (5 in the genuine taste, 
Each pow'r combin'd of wit ank . waste; 

ien r Smart 


(a) The late venerable Ear! Camden (once Lord High Chan- | 
cellor of England) is aid to have learned Sani very late in 
life, to read the romances in that language, having exhausted 
those written in English, French and Italian. All the world 
knows that Cato learned Greek, at sixty 1 of Be. G 
the romances in that tongue. 


All svch. works as abound in what is called in modern a 
jargon.” The ;ublime instinct of sentiments Fs 


) Allading to the swarm of free thinking and mak 
cal pamphlets with which the publick have been pestered. It is 
Hoped that the interference of the legislature and the oonstituti- 
dona exertions of private societies have either lessened their 
number, or depri ved them of their malignant intentions. The 
time for discrimination seems to be come. Toleration is fully 
- granted to all opinions, subject to the controul of the legislature 

after their” . eee verdiet 
>" 2 
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Sqhart and concise, with deepest meaning fraught, 
Neat be the types, and the vignettes high wrought, 
F Th With 


of a jury, in which true liberty consists. Good order and just 
authority mugst be maintained with vigour and decision. 


But ux is chiefly to be consulted, who, if I may be allowed to 
use the language a little metaphorically, dati stood between the 
dead and the living, and stayed the flague,* EDvunD Burke; 
greater and brighter in the decline than in the nooa day of 
his life and vigour. It would be almost an injury to name the 
works + whereof all Europe ringe; but to his countrymen they 
speak with a force not to be resisted. 


o 


Oo | OMNES 
Admonet, et MAGNA testatur voor per umbras, 


D1sctTEJUSTITIAM MONITI, ET NON TEMNEREDIVOs | (1796) 


l % , 


— — 
— — 


i. e. By his masterly, vigorous, and formidable expositibn 
of the modern French principles in all the fulness of 1 | 
formity, and in the terrors of their operation. This is what 
I mean by «ayivg the plague. Whoever warns the living agai 
a mortal disease, and shews the causes of it, and the mode of pre- 
vention, and the final remedy, may then be said to stand, as a 
Guardian Angel, between the dead and living, in a metaphori- 
cal sense. Such was Epmund Buzxe ! The $pear of ithuriel 
discovered and displayed Satan in his proper shape. 


+ On a second consideration (1796.) I think it right to name 


them. 1. Reflections on the Revolution in France, and on the 


proceedings in certain societies in London relative to that event. 
1799.) 2. A Letter to a Member of the National Wii. 
1791.) z. An Appeal from the New to the Old Whigs in 
consequence of some discussions in Parliament relative to' the 


Reflections, on the French Revolution (1794s) 4. A omg” 


r Lernen 
} 1 Virg. An. 6. b. 18. 
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. 
Treas6dn, the pile ; the basis, blasphemy : fr 
Free from dull order decency and rule, | 
With dogmas fresb from the Sans Souci school, 
With definitions vague and terms unknown, 

With Seeming candour, but imperious tone, 

| B 4 ot Makin 


e The bat, Blashhemy, —This is the progress 1 1 5 
Republicaniam. The dissolution or rejection of all religious 
principle prepares the mind for breaking every bond of exta- 
blished government, bowever just or reasonable, to introduce 
into practice some new theory of general good: so very general, 
as to have nothing to do with the good of the individual. For 
the nature of this GENERAL GOOD consult the national Azxembly 
and Convention of France : « Agri, edificia, loca, poszessiones 
(COELUM ET MARE fr termizerunt, cetera complexi ant) publice 
data, ass ATA, vendita!“ Cic, de Leg. Agr. Orat. 3, Mira 
beau began with these memorable words: * $i vous voulez une 
Revo LUTION, il faut commencer Dol decatloliciser la France.” 


— WIT a — — 3 " U err 
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the Attack with on hitn in the H. 1710 by the b. of Bedfort 


and the BE. of Lauderdale (1596.) $. Two Letters on the pro- 


posals for Peace with the Regicide Directory of France (1796.) 


8 Wee in 179%, ] Letters on the Conduct of our domes- 
tic 


arties with regard to French Politicks. including Ober. 
vations on theConduct of the Minority id the Session 57 15 


7. Memofials on French affairs, 1797, ya, and 94. Fhe 


mainder of Mr, Burke's posthumous writings may” be en 
ed, from the exemplaty zeal and honourable attention © 
— 4 Dr. 8 and Dr. King. Sunt adhuc cure 


oſhoium; e 


Fit 


( 4 ) 
 Mankind's meck friend, and Nature's gentle Sage, 
The Priest of Reason in her chosen age; (4) - 

Then bending low, with equal reverence search 
The storied portico, and sainted church, 


is a work in French, intitled, “ Tux Ruins: or a Meditation 
en the Revolution of Emfiires by Mx. VoLwNeyr, Deputy to the 
National Assembly in 1789.“ It is written with some spirit, and 
not without eloquence in some parts, and abounds with what is 


mow called Philosofphy, The intent of this book is to attack every 


principle of religion in the heart, even the principles of the reli- 
gion now termed natural. Mr, Volney wishes to convince man- 
kind, that every pretence to revelation, in every age and in every 
country, is equally false and equally unfounded; and by a jargon of 
language, and antiquity, and mythology, and philosophy, he la- 
bours to confound and blend them all in uncertain tradition and 
anronomical allusions. And all this is attempted to be done, that the 
world may be prepared for the French Revolution, and the 
Principles on which it was effected. In this point he seems to 
act not without reason, as the principles of this revolution are 
lajd in the rejection of all religion, and were s0 from the begin- 
ning of it; though we may be surprised when we are assured, that 
it 1s ** A age of DELIVERANCE,for @ great peofle and or HOPB 
FOR ALL THE EARTH |!” p. 88 5 Thereal ignorance of this man 
on the subject of true religion, is as conspicuous as the pany 
literature which appears to support his strange doctrines and fool- 
ish opinions. Upon the subject of what be calls the Filiarion of 
religions, (for the French mus: have their new Jargon of words 
£13 4) got | | SYS oh hte ig 
SFr DDD 
n 11 os to — pages of the French original. | 


Till 
a) one of the most extraordinary treatises of this kind, 


* 
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(5) 
Till, wheedling round with metaphysic art, 


Jou steal Religion from th'unguarded heart, 


= ® 4 
* 
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in every subject) he says; © We acknowledge in one word, that 
© all the theological doctrines on the origin of the world, on the 
« nature of God, on the revelation of his laws, and the appear- 
6 ance of his person, are nothing more than recitals of attronomicat 
1 facts, and figurative and emblematical tories of the* lay of the * 
« constellations 11!” (du jeu des constellations,) p. 167. 1 cannot 
butacknowledge the superstition and credWlty of mankindin ma- 
ny parts of the world; but what Mr. Volney would i impose u/row as 
for the truth, Nr. the bounds of any credulity ever yet re- 
quired, Then he introduces the systems of idolatry, the worship 
of the stars, the two principles or Aualim (a little in 
French jargon) the monde anime, and the monde machine, Moses, 
Zoroaster, Confucius, aud Brama: and last comes Clrictianity, 
The chapter on this subject is the strangest of all, for he de- 
clares, that CHRISTIANITY conists in the allegorical er of the = 
Sun under the cabalittical names of Chris-en, or Ver-us or Ye> 
545!!! „ Christianisme ou culte allegorique du Soleil, sous les 
% noms cabalirtiques de Cris en on Yes-us ou Jeu And this 
is a formidable opponent! this is one of the guides to whom we 
are to give up our prejudices / Read any one of the four Evange- 
lists and give your on answer. The impudence 5f Mr. Vol- 
ney is at least equal to any other power he possess es, for he re- 
quires of his reader only the Surrender of his common sense, and 
common understanding, and the c common principles of any know- 
ledge, Yet he demands the admission of all ki; allegories and 
mystical meanings, (of which, in the true French tile, no doubt © 
is to be entertained,) and then the world is to beemancipated and 
delivered. From what?—From credulity and superstition. QE. D. 
Upon this Mr, N obser ves, the | ne Murmur T thiak the 


WITT lait 


( 26 ) 
And in the see · saw untlulating play 
The moral chorus dies in words aw 


0 z 
* . * . 


Thence 


laity-will at least do as much, at the words of this apostle of 
nonsense, blasphemy, folly, and the rights of mankind, which 
the F rench never fail to introduce, when they have laid them all 
proetrate, - civil, moral and mental. This is but a ecimen 
of soch writers to whom we are to bow as the deliverers of 
mankind from snfer:tition, and the directors, of our minds in 
the ways of truth, Profecsing themselves wie they are become fools ! 
— The best men are indeed convinced, that the ways and 
works of Providence are inscrutable, and the nature of Gop 
incomprehensible Ind they lament their own insufficiency. 
Yet they feel themselves bound by the laws of reasoning, and of 
the specific evidence in every great question divine and human. 
They are the best prepared to acknowledge the depth and height of 
eternal wisdom and mercy, and the difficulties of attaining to 


this knowledge. They assent to the words of a man of no | 


yulgar erudition + or mediocrity of talents, when he declares, 
* Quantis suspiriis et gemitibus fiat, ut quantulacungue ex farte 
poecit intelligi Deus |''—Before I close this note, I cannot help 
reminding, not informing, every reader, that even Tacitus, (the 
favourite. author of many free thinkers, though I know not why) 
has borne testimony to the existence and last sufferings of Ja- 
zus Cunts r, under the procurator Pontius Pilate, in the reign of 


Tiberius. Auctor nominis ejus CARISTUs, qui Tiberio 3 impe- : 
ritante, per procutatorem Pontium Pilatum, supplicio affectus | 
erat.” Annal. 15. S. 44. Vet we are assured, with an effrontery 


arithout à parallel, that CAI $T, or Criss en is only a cabalittical 
name of the Sun. So is the name of Cæsar, of Socrates, or of 
Plato. Are we not * of listening to such writers as Mr. 
£ 4. 1 ob Ld __ 9 2 Voiney, 
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(a) 
Thence careless saunt'ring in Vacuna's vale, | 
Tune to your listless lyre some Crazy: Tale ( 
Pash for applause, nor seek a poet's name, 


Content with scribbling and ambiguous hn" 
From laws of metre free, (which idly serve 
To curb strong genius and it's wwelling nerve) 


In verse half veil'd raise titillating lust, a bin 
Like girls that deck with flow'rs Priapus' but,” tw 
. Go 


; 4 
Volney, who address us 50 unwarthily ? Yet this in che manger 
in which Mr. Volney, and such as Mr, Volney, t treat qe whole 
human race, men and women, learned and unlearned, The 
general character of alt these writers may de expressed in fans 
guage at once awful and true: Nen ext qui judicat vere; cm 
nt in nikile, loquuntur nr 
rerumt iniquitatem.”” 6 


O See Crazy Tales, æe. and the whole «chool of La fes. 


(8) (I MERRY TIES * print; n 
de remembered that the subject is purely classical. N. B. A 
friend of mine would int upon my perusing a long disquũ- 
tition in quarto, o TE Wonskir of Pxtarus, (printed in 
1736) with numerous and most disgusting plates. It has not 
been * but distributed mne without any in- 
— 1 OR 7 CE FEOT ; . Vick N — 


tie By the Dilectanti PETS The N T with which 


the Dilettanti meet and | precent. ae works to the a 


(98 ) 
Go turn to-Mavay, and in Gospel truth, 


And Thelytthoric (4) lore, instruct our youth 


1 0 Some 


= Junction of secrecy, to the emeriti in speculative Priapism, as 
one would think, As I hope the treatise may be forgotten I 
shall not name the author, but observe, that all the ordure and 
filth,” all the antique pictures, and all the representations of 
the generative organs, in their most odious and degrading pro- 
trusion, have been raked together and copwated (for no other 


F 


idea seems to be in the mind of the author) and cofulated, 


Isay, with a new species of blasphemy, Such are, what I 
would call, the records of the stews and bordellos of Grecian 
and Roman antiquity, exhibited for the recreation of anti- 
2 7 » [af Li's Auaries, 
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few, and the inscription in the blank leaf of each book, are 

f rather ludicrous. The President (of the day) is invested with 

a Roman Toga in a sort of consular pomp. Before the vote 

for printing Mr. 's Priapus had passed, I should have 

said with Roman sternneſs, had I been preſent, I lictem, rolliga 

manu, — This Roman farce would (and perhaps may) form 

the subject of a legitimate Satire. (1796:) The Dilettanti So- 

ciety best know what emblem, modelled in wax, is laid upon 

their table at their em meetings. : 

pF „ at 2a tics „reed i 
Ducambunt; ner velart rte run faber: 

FNunitan enterctec, ut Gaditana: canere - Ne“ 

aeipiat prurire chars. IN 4.125% 
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—_ The author afterwards named himself, and was dtd angry 


_ 


with me without any reason. I only did my duty to the pub- 
hon. Bek. dee F. of L. Part 2, v. 57. Note (%) (Added Aug. 1797.) 
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Some plain positions lay, as simply thus; W $2207 
Marriage (i) consists in —arti cbj 
Laymen may have ten wives; poor priests but one: 
Tuc 
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quaries, — he * e revellings of Greek scholars in their 


private studies. Surely this is to dwell mentally in lust and 
darkness in the loathsome and polluted chamber at Caprez. 
Euays on Landicae and Gardening may, I hope, putify the 
mind: and as the author is conversant with Greek writers and 


is now at à certain time of life, I recommend to him a sentence 


from an author, who perhaps is not in his catalogue, though 


Mr. ——— would be thought a philoſopher: Leia oy 


em cori, ETUTG EpNVXn. = 
4) See a book intitled Tl cri or Ti Cans of Fane 
Ruin ; in 3 vols. 8. Gt cer 


) Theſe expressions, and some that fallow," are taken 
verbatim. from the book. itself; and yet there are perſons why 
thitk that much treatises should be answered zeriously; 


9-8: >1 AS, 

VN. B. A un ibn e eee Thave-deen 
obliged to introduce expressions rather :trong, I beg pardon, 
which will be granted by readers who reflect: for it is im- 
possible to give an effectual exposure of the unwarrantable and 
scandalous licence of some writers without it. The following 
excellent words will explain my meaning: The ancient 5ati» 
ut often used great liberty in their expressiont; but their 

© freedom no more resembles this licentiousness, than the mak- 
«6 « edness of an Indian does that of a common prostitute.“ 
Huus's Hit. of Eng. vol. vii, p. 33 (Si dic omnia 70. 


6 


That “ loving man must grind with loving . 

In mald asinarid, during life. 

With Tnicxxkss {&) give some meful Hure of 
Heath, | i a 

For publick good, though not fo WY wealth ; 

Like him, to shun the cold embrace of death, 


Iakale i in virgin, maps ab. | _ Sas 


14 , 


Or From the Alps extend to None s rocks, 


wih h Switzer-Ruaxico-Kamtzchatcan coe, % 
ene „ e | "This 


ven 5 

® Mr. 1 in his — Jan uhh, | 
dedicated to the Earl of SuELIZURXE, now Marquis of Lans- 
vow, has these words ; T mytelf am now turned of :ixty, had 
& In general, though I have lived in various climates, and ruffete: 
N \ deverely i in body. and mind, yet having always partaben of the 
n, in my way, I feel none 
Wof those infirmities which o often strike my eyes and cars 
1 in this great city, in men much younger than myself.“ Chap. 
„ tovhich Mr. T. has · put 4ir own name, and he is tather a 
voluminous author. But, alas! what says a witty ann 


70 


Tb; wal din, bor:a the hinge. 


Of The Rev: WII TIA 'Coxe, MAFR'S. de, be. ke. ke. 
ne. Ke. &. Kc. This author is a gentleman of learning, abi. 5 
ny and information; bat he is too prolix aud too 3 
; Wi 10, 9prr] oer d Volumtas, inept? n fen incleganter.” * A. 
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Then turn full · fraught from bleak, Siberia's shore, 


And leave us just as knowing as before. I ö 


Or bound with BARRIxG rox in charming spell 5 
Of Irisb (o) trouts with gizzard stomachs tell; 


1 
g * 
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writer of Travels Should tell us what he has seen or heard 
kimself,, and not abridge kictories of former times, and insert 


them in his book, or croud it with biographical memoirs 
of deceased great men. Travels lose their name by ths: ne. 


tiad of composition, and the publick complain with justice | 


of the noble art of book- making. Mr. Core is 4 writer 
of great respectability, but my fear of his works passing into 
an example, has extorted this notice from me. I look upon it 
as a duty to the n and to the Commonwealth L. Life: 
Tature, | | 


(e) This alludes 1 to. 2 _ ingenious account — to 
the Royal, Sggiety in the year 1774, of a strange fish called 
the Gillaroo T: rout, with the gizzard-lite ctowach, « The first 
$6 tie; (says the honourable. Mr. BazzincTrax) 1 ever hap- 
« pened to hear of this singular ſish, was from an Irish Judge. | 
„ho being on the Connaught Circuit, at Ballynrobe, in de 
- County. of, Mayo, expressed his incredulity with regard, e 
« their existence; but was ,obliged to pay the common drach 


* wager of a. rum of begf, and a dezen of claret, on three or four 


* being produced the next day from a- neighbouring Jake.” pe 
The hatiourable and ingeniqus, Mr. B. next proceeds to ing 


form the Royal Society, that these gizzarg-ctomacks..are tem 
served up At; table in Ireland, (which: account this R., 8, 


$uPpoung 


na with as much ease as it, would the trout igeelfs), MB. 
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While o'er ben e diate und 
Prim BLAGDEN pants, and damns (% *em as he 


_ aupposing that some might be inclined to doubt, he adds, 
I could corroborate this fact, were it necessary, by the testimony 
* of an Iris Archbichop. „ From an Irish Archbishop, by an 
easy transition, Mr. Barrington introduces an Englick Fick- 
monger, and declares with great solemnity, I have she wn 
« the stomach to Mr. ExEXETT of Clare Market, 4 very intelli- 
„gent fixhmonger, who declares, that though he has cut uf thou- 
* sands of trouts and salmons, he never observed any thing 
« similar in the inside!“ See (what are called] Putrosorm- 
cal. Transaction, 1774, page 116. Euge, bene, recte. 10 cane 
not help saying to Mr. B. on this occasion, a 


— 


Propera s/omachum laxare aaginis, | \ 
ö adn a nn = 
| I Jvv. - 64. 


The reader will observe the rhetorical benitien.ia this short 
extract. Mr. B. darts from Ireland to England with incredi- 
ble swiftness, from Ballyntobe to Clare market; theti come 
in long array, incredulous Irish judges; and rumps of beef, 
with dozens of claret, not tempered, I would swear, with 
water from auy trout stream. Next appear u "Arthbirkojtr, 
and uVIII Our Eugliił Fiilmongerr, (an epithet,” by the 
dye, he denies the Archbishop) and all this waste of betutiful 
haguage and deep research 'is' expended to convinee the N. 8. 
of the existence of girzard- stomach id trouts. Vet this R. 8. 
nt only receives all this nonsens ical ichthyologicat furrago, 


* + 
* 


rA 7 4 


1 


Hear me yet once: (oh might these labours end, 
And I to peace and privacy descend !) 5.” 
N ' C ” Ser 1 4 Must 


253 


but. zeleces it for publication zu TAE Council, Of Mr. 
Barrington's talents and erudition L could speak with pleasure- - 
But when such a learned man will write, and a Royal Philoſo- 
phical Society will publish such stuff, for the edification' of 
Europe, I think it proper to select this (from myriads of late 
similar pieces of stuff) for publick notice, that men of real learn- 
ing and abilities (and ſuch I acknowledge Mr. Barrington) 
may be rendered cautious how they commit themselves and the 
Societies to which they belong. The R. S. has been, and might 
again be, of national utility and honour ; it has my best wishes, 
and therefore I have written this note. (1794: An learned 
Societies must no look to their original principles, and consider 
well the characters of the candidates who are offered for their 
choice, as associates. If they will not; the Busts of Newton 
and of Boyle dul oy > veiled. (1797: f 43h "9 mmm 


inte 4 

00 It i is by no means ciated that 8 (I ent) 
Stn CHARLES Blagden (the Secretary to the R. S.) is given to 
profane swearing when he is tired on such occasions, but zuch 
works damn themselves. It cannot be otherwise, till mas 
Council will exert some discrimination, and refuse to shelter 
themselves undet their foolish declaration of not answering, 
41 @ body, for the works they publish. Every society must 
de an: werable for it's own ien or-nentente, 48 4 DOD V.uwmkess 
they choose to inscribe, in large gold letters, over theis meet- 
ing room, Coxyvs six PecTors!” (1794.) 


+ {© 
Must I, like Chatterton, (2) that varlet bright, () 


Rouse Some new Rowley (s) from a steeple's height? 
Like Hardwicke, (i) shelves with gossip volumes 


Of Baby Charles, and Jemmy's lade and dag; 
1 {49} 1 14 Wy RI a4 £& . ho 


— — N 
LL 8 


(7) I draw my humble information of Chatterton from lit 
life in the New Biographia Britannica, though I cannot com- 
pliment Dr. Gregory on such a meagre performance. They 
who have time may read Mr. Tyrrwhit, Mr. Bryant, Dr. Milles, 
Mr. Thomas Warton, and all the tribe of major and of minor 
critics (gf ringle and of double pinks, as Mr. Sheridan says in 47 
CzrTic). on this important subject: but I have read something 
about vir cumma brevis, &c. &c, and confine myself to the 
general view of this n ere in Mr. Mathias's candid and 


W ee Kum van ob 11801 aft l 
. 


O «T am the veriest var ler that e ver „ cken dy” ys. Falkraff, 
in Henry IV. Part I. Act z. —Mr. Hon ger WaLrgq.s, now. 
Lord Orford, did not however, seem to think it necessary 
that this varlet CnarTERTON should chew at all. See the 
Starvation Act, dated at STRAWBRRRY. Hiiz. , Vide Gregory's 
Life as above, &c. (2796+)... nc ease % Sf Ho 'wanmwa 


(s) As to this strange wy the worst that cat be vd df 
it is, magno conatu magnas nugas; but they are trifles rather plea- 
sant and instructive. 1 am süre Dr. Milfes' | proved a Yen A 
subject for chat chef. arte the claudia Bill, writtea. 
by Mr. Mason. | Fs 


dus f 1 7 nb wile 141 yo Dover 


© See the any * e eee by 
the late Lord Haxuwiexz, in à vole, to. Letters from 
. | Baby 


Cs 


hey 


( 3s ) 
Of Lorkin's'{v) diligence for lords arrears, 
With trumpery notes of long forgotten peers ? 


Shall I new anecdotes from durknes draw, 
That Strawb'ry Horace on the Hill (w) ne'er aw, 
With wire-wove (x) hot firess'd paper's glossy glare 
Blind all the wise, and make the stupid stare; * 


* — dx% > . - = | 'F qQ 1 =. 8 \ : - Is * * . \ DL 4s * F 
; . 'S 
4 * W 8 — o * * 2 9 4 A : : * * | 


Baby Charles's dear Dad and Gowip, James the Firvt, and his 
aur and deg, Steenie Buckingham, &c. &c, There are how- 
ever z0me curious and — The 
e t re- e vr eee eee 

(9 Me. Loa kin doth use aid ae * mae 
© Lordship's arrears.” State Papers vol. I. p. 631. N. B. It 
often requires miraculous diligence, even in these days, to get at 
one's arrears, | See Mr. Pitt and the Lords of the Treacury, if 
ps Mee mne, 4 


( De Horace Walpole, now Lord her 
owner of the Gothic mansion gg e Hill near 
Twickenham. 1796.) Bode ah! D 1 


00 All books „ 
on a ire ausu= paper and bot preczed, with cute, down to the 
Philorophical Transactions, (the uniformity of which work is\de- 
stroyed by this folly unworthy of such a society) and Major 
Raexxgti's learned Memoir on Hindovtan; as if the intention 
were, chat they should be looked at and not read. As to the 


u fury 


Et) 
And with Some painting, or, antics vignette, 


TY 


Intrance old BoypELL s fond subscribing 1? U 


Or must I, as a wit with learned air, 1 115, 
Like Doctor Dewlap, G to Tom Payne's (z) repair, 
e ai Meet 


fury for priatr and. FO the folly * 1 gain.in some 
booksellers, have degraded many works of established fame, 
and subjected some learned editors to unmerited ridicule. I 
feel for the injury and injustice, which, a Gentleman who has 
well deserved from his profession, suffered on this occasion. 
It was à trantaction shameful and unjustifiable. As to the 
Wirge-eveavers on, drawers of paper and bot-prezcers, must we 
say to the public, in the indignant words of Apuleius, 
_ 6. Quousque frustra pascetis ag nigencs iacon?” (Apuleii\, Me- 
_ tamorph.; L 7 pag. 157. Ed. Biponte 3789.) ** this gel, 

must 500N ceate. 


25 1955 
of with e every tbr who prints wk: publishes bis own works 

on a Wire-wove paper, glazed and bot preise quid imitatb the 

honesty of, the late Six William Chambers, K d che Polar 


. atar,. who says, in à letter to Voltaire, which accompanied his 


peers book on Oriental Gardening; “ It contains G 


high brides a great deal of nouzente, two very pretty 
Frints by Bartolozzi. 5 Euro. Mag. for Seht. 1793. While chis 


note was printing, 1 1 that Cox E uro Lrrr INTO 
"RC notes is advertizing to be published on a wire 


vere Haben and, hot; prend. This folly, by auth. 4 proceeding, 
must surely sign it's own death-warrant. I wish, to be sure 


tome of our Statutes at Large could be a little wwire-draws and bot- 
| freczed 


— 


SO TS 


. 


* 0 


6270 
Mert Cyril Jackson (a and mild Crete, (4 ) 


Mid literary gods myself god: 0e 13m a 


+ + 


There make folks wonder! at thy extent of genius 


In the Greek Aldus or the Dutch Frobenius, 

And for the edification of their souls, N | 
N Alearaum Sayings from The Mille ＋ Tale „ 
C 3 | "Hold! 


f 


freed by à Committee of Parllamemtary ae Giga 
tors, , A IT ENS DY | | (2. 
O Fut for any portly Divine, t powr la digertion, as Bruyere 
would say. The reader will supply one to his fancy. But he 
must not imagine, that T mean mere London Divines, frequenters 
of routs, plays, operas, Bond-street and Kensington Gardens, or 


chatterers in bdokzeller's shops, 4: the representative; of the Bri- 


tish Clergy, who, as a class of men, are # general distinguished 


| for literature and philosophy, and for manners ry ef to 


their profeecion, 
FOB odd eme 
(8), Not thr Ton om Paine the Democrat, whom 
. All + and Who is now with or without a head in 


France, I. hope in the late 1 of that country (in 1794)— 
1 but one of tie best and honestest men living, the very respecta- 


ble Mr. Thomas Payne Senior, to whom as a bookseller, learning 


e is under considerable obligations. 1 mention ar T: ok nk _— 
185 with great gatisfaction, N owns | | 


1706 
\ WETATE 


{a) The prezent Dean of coil. eborch. Oxford, exemplary 
— bis . and learning n o r ho Jew mh 


tot lk, *- 85D 41 + # 11 * * vis: ” 
ui $75 I Litter awe ©»; \ » 


8 'v 0 21 


„, 


4 


Hold! cries Tom Payne, that wargin let me measure, 
And rate the separate value of each treasure. 
Eager they gaze: Well Sirs, the feat is dons 5 
* Cracherode's Pozte Princifies (c) have won NS * 
In silent exultation down he sits, | | 
*Mong well be-Chaucer'd Winkyn-Wordian wits. 
Or shall I thence by mock-appointment NE” 
And joke. with Bryaat at his r s shop: 
And hear it whisper'd, while I'm wondrous plant, 
"IiDucronDrvigythetoMien BuTaiy{e) 
| | 1 1 5 
- 'OCTAVIUS. 
l 221bbir DO) 4 ual N 


(5) The Reverend CLayTron Cxacutexope M. A. Stu- 
dent. of Christ Church Oxford, and one of the Trustees of 
the Britich Museum. A rich, learned, and most amiable man 
(to use the words of the son of Sirach) . furnished with ability, 
living peaceably in his habitation," ' His library is allowed to be 
the choicest in old Greek and Latin avthors, of 265 1 col- 


lection in this counr egg. 

(el b The famous, ating, : by, H. hs of che prigcipal 
Greek poets, called Poete Græci Principes.. All literary men, from 
the little Reverend Bibliopo/izh Dx. Goss Er, well 33 at sales, 


to the humblest collector, understand this farce of r MEaSUr- 
ing, and the — of it. 1 also P. 1 2 Dialogue 4. * 


1 
+ w 


07 3 I 


i 


14 : nA 


How just 2 1 * 1 this — age, 
When learning's varied cares the mind engage, 


Stood up self- taught, and in mankind's defence 


Pray'd for professors of plain common senses 


But * what think you of the tragic; Stage? ( * 


A H in bel: 
Aw. u 100d | 
No—you'll excuie me chere, I Kew the 

What? from the French (e) Aristotelian school, 
Must I plan, Tragedies by line and rule; 
To the high Gods address my first appeal, 
Then bid the press my hidden worth reveal, iT te. 
| xT 34d: 10 ha 33 O ig et White 


lein 9{dgrm! {nh 6s famed 


14 AUTHOR. 


Atte (43811 10 7 o 241 


(% When 1 name Mer, Bryant, it is a efficient eulogy, Bat 
See more in he Second Part of this poem. 


12 919 24.329 Nod 130 


(dd) As to the modern Comedies of the day by Mr. Reynolds, 
and the rapid School, they are below criticigm, Farce and 
O*Keefe! have Seized upon the 8 stage. Tue payers and h 
bank heaven, are no friends,” * pared 5 

* A sls ee 


05 There are some deep critics ** read Aristotle in French, 


and quote him. in Greek. I know not what to say | now; the 
French have proscribed Corneille, Racine, &c. 


* 


0 400 


While round my temples many a tendril plays lr 
Of owlish ivy with the Mzvian bays ; ; \'). 


And closs in mourntul pomp the tragic rear, 
Though Jephson (c) scarce can gain the publick ear, 


to msn 1284 hs eTwyrus Sigh $0.4. 408 


FD I < {} 1 11 
8 8 . F * * «4 1 5 — * : Ly ITT” ' g #67 : (2* Ce 7 143? 15 
1110 


S1 there are works which lead to sure e renown, 
In the lay habit or the cacred gown ; ER 


Will Stamp your credit at an easy price, 
Leard d and ingenious, (4) or a Vir Clariss: 10 


3 - * 7 3 
1 0 e TY. ar * Take 
15 . * 


* \ 


\ 


G41: ” 


()'Fthor:—Amber of nee. fu e, 


Kc. My wish i 5. 


: 2 | #184 | 2 
<=. "FRIES enen 320 
Cecropio REPETAT cothurno, 7 


But eee Roman hee, In zto; © Act tobt T ddt & 
| LAB. einten 10 12 to A 


id : 


DR: Any es Ad commnnicaes even, a single mie to the 


tors of Shakipeare, i is stiled che learned and ingenians 
—— two stars: the title of Vir Clarin nus is appropriated to 

the commentators dn the Greek and re classicks, and often 

with the propriety. | oY 4 22 ent 250 510 &Y 


T x * 3 | 
Fenn rr re — 1 . 
a —. x.” ä 7 * 1 1 
: * N 
C 


$7 | «4 
1 , 
: . * 


7 
I 


„ 
# 


nh <4 0" Hor." Lib 2, Gd. 1. v. 1, 
; | # SF. 4 „ r N » 


WS 


Ta 


( 4r-) 
Take Markham's Ae ; 0 5 Tufars Suk 


pO) len Tug. bade Ba 
Or Sir Giles Goosecap, ( g) or proverbial Fuller; 


* Spy 1 n LE | | With 
NRO | e a - . : 

( The names of some few bogks of that vast system of 
Fog lionerie, or Gorgeous Gallery 97 Gallant Inventions, which, is cal 


that the reader of rence should see what, may be called in the 
old language, ru bürxbsstge or THESE HUMOROUS CR1- 
rics,“ namely, the Commentators on Shakspeare, from George 
Steevens, Esq. downwards. The first chapter of Markham's 
Booke of Armorie is 'intitled; <4 The difference” bettoeen Charles and 
Gentleman; and it ends thus: © From the offspting of G- 
* tJemanty Fahhet came Abraham, Moses, Aaron and the Pro- 
e phets, Nc. c.; also the King of the right line of Mary, of 
« whom that only ab;olute Gentleman Jerus was born, gentleman 
* by his mother Mary, Printes:e of coat- -armour, &c.” Reader, 
Mr. Steevens und Dr. Farmer will tell you al! 4's 5: 50, and 


QuoTED too, Hen. V. vol. ix. P · 441, edit. 17933 ; tho h 
you may begin with a Krug doubt. N 


4111447 


60 Jobn Taylor thus dedientes his Selle; 1 50 To the Whale 
Kennel of Antichrist's Hounds, Priests, Friars, Monks, and 
« Tesuits, Mastiffs, Mon grels, 1 „Lzlands, and eee Bob: 
* taiffd Ty ket, bc. Kc. 45 0 wy 0 


97 e 8 
| 00 ola _ jntitled,” Sir Giles Gesagte 
Horse in a trance, Pierce Pennyless's ““ Subplication 26-the-Devil, 


$6 Webgter* s White Nevil, The Merry Devil of Edmonton, &c. &s. 
KS.; in A, route Ia diablerie dramatique.” 


led forth to illustrate our old dramatick writers. It is high tine 


IH 4 Rite Gn 


AA as, gr IN 002908 15 51404 BY. 


( 42 ) 


With Upton, Fabell, Dodypoll the nice. 


Of Gibbe our cat, (i) white, Devils or ( ob old vice; 


Then 
10 off 


(4) Of Gibbe' our Cat.— Falstaff says, I am as melancholy 
« as a Grzze-Cart.,” H. IV. p. 1. a. 1. sc. 2, On this the 
Commentators are right pleasant. Dr. Johnson begins, A 
Gibbe cat means, I lu. not why, an old cat.” Dr, Percy informs 
us next, that a Gib-cat i in Northamptonshire, means 4 He- cat, 
which in some parts of England is called à Fam · cat, and in 

Shropshire a mp cat. Then follow other wise critics, and last 
of all appears Mr. Thomas Watton, who brings à train of au- 
therities on this important question, shewing how Gib is short 
for Gilbert, and Ti for Tibert ; 4ow Jack is appropriated to a 
horse, and 7 om to a pigeon: how Chaucer, in his Romaunt de 
la Rote, mentions Gibbe our Cat, to which 7:4 was synonimous, 
as it is at this day; how we read in Gammar Gurton 5 Nevdle 
(which is a right pleasant, witty and merry comedy, written 
by Mr. 8. Master of Arts) viz.“ Hath no man stolen ber dycks, 
or gelded Glan her cat?” Upon which Mr. Warton very 
gravely observes, the composure of a cat, is almost character- 
istick, and 7 brow not, (See Dr. Johnson's words above) whether 
there is not a 5ferior rolemnity in the gravity of a Ht-Cat.” Mr. 
Steevens says, A Gib cat is a cat qualified for e ceraplic, 
„for all animals mutilated become drowsy or melancholy, * 
Mr. Warton and Mr. Steevens have left it a matter of doubt 
whether heir own drowsiness and gravity and that of their brother- 
contmentators was in consequence of "Ke." Kc. &c. (See Abul. 
Pharagi's great Babylonish chapter, De Semiramide, 
„ gapientibus ejus et Eunuclis, & c.“ To be sure they do 
sympathize with Gammar Gurton, and her poor un fortu- 


nate. Cißbe can. For orb own pany! I neither e can, hor ( 1 ariste 


Ne 00 G 3 could 5 
; ICE 


to ap 


/ 
F 


13 
(45) 

LO ci] ,nagt (] NN 
Then lead your "readers N 2 precious e, 
Cap' ring with Banks's'* 4 Horde in a Loan 
The Housewife's Jewel read with care exact, 


mee nme "Io 
* 4 14 % Ve ©" Thoughts, 


(3 


Gao 218140 Fer (br? *39 n. 

v 1 YR en ett 16768447” 
could) po I decide this, momentary. question; and will, 
only add, (without being in the least,me/ancholy or drum my - 
elf) in the words. of an author ho imparted a manly vigour- 
to the Roman muse, . Profria ques maribus tribunntur, aa:rule., 
dicas. | 0” 

Sits } WH 

(4) Oro, Vice was. a  perionage. very. ren in our 
ancient comedies. I beg leave to present my, reader with; a 
fart, (and a very short part) of Mr. Upton's account of him. 
Old Vice was a droll character in our old plays, accoutered 
« with a long coat, a cap, a pair of asses ears, and a dagger of 
* lath, This buffoon character was used to mate. fan with the. 
« Jevil, and he had several trite expressions, as, © I'll be with. 
«you in a trice—ah-hah, boy, are you there? & c.“ and this was. 
« great entertainment, to the audience to see their o/d. enemy, 
* belaboured in effigy. Vice seems to be an abbreviation.of 
* Fice-devil, as Vice: r, ¶ ĩcerdage, & c. and THBRBEORE.called 
© very rHẽ,Huk T AHR Vics., He makes very free with his mas 
** ter, ite most other Vice · res or Prime-ministers, S0 THAT hee 
* the devit's Vice or Prime- minister, And, (adds Mr. Upton). 
* this it is which males hihi 4% 5ancy.”!: Extract from Mr. Upton v 
note on Rich, III. apt: iii ec. Z. N. B. I make no doubt but the? 
reader will obserye the beau ſul compliment to monarehꝝ and 
aristocragy most - agically deduced. This personage bas been 
much patronized of late in France, where every species of 
Vic, old or new, is exercized and used without any nm 
to peak with Mr, Upton, 


1 
F 


(4) 
Thoughts to ste d prunes and kiving cat suit, 


Or the potato, (t vigour stirring ot: | 
TORT 7. r: ie 11355 


(7) Bur of Cookery I am afraid that these extracts will 
prove what Decker, in his Ga/\s-Horabozk, / calls, & The cinful 
' « Suburbs of Cootery,” Mr. Collins, (in his Poraros-note, 
at the end of Troilus and Cressidi) extracts without a blush, 
from the G Holrewife's Feel, a receipt with-all the ingredi- 
ents if rört vevory,; © Tv male a cart that it a con, 
„ hon or woman” ' And this is but a pecimen. ' 


W Non more probs? *6m carmina lnb, 
Ear, et tremulo caſnuntur 4b. iatima versu. 7 


- (4)-The commentators on Shakespeare are peculiarly, and 
Ring zealously, studious ip mianteiy explaining and declaring 
all the various modes and receipts which the age of the Yirgin 

/ Queen afforded or recommended for the service of the Quere 
ler and zaſt desire. Whole pages are absolutely fille 3 
venereal provocatives, with the power of lining comfur, 

. pranes, the virtues of hotalees, cringo-lent, &c. &c.. Most . 

. wiled the * Paxcs 210 Gallo que we legs jo5e Ly 
© <oris?7+ I sometimes doubt what book, I have in my hand. 
These fair editors give all die can, e, les us dream the re, 
After a very long note on- .rar, by. Mr, Steevens,t 
voll v p. 375, edit. 1778, and vol. viii. 5. 329, Edit. 7703. 


len mne en e bc: + Ie fx „ Awhich 


£775 


e Pere, Sat. 1. v. 20 N. 5 El, 10. Bey > 

n r. Steevens in his advertisement to tho edition of Sbal 

2 seems to have bad his rn the 5 of 
uch 


Aue, and irt ous bulhs; “ ys he) 25 

y 4112 with * Sy of Fakta "ws Austen to 
1 2 þrunes thould as be dirguried at a multitude of instance: 
e &e. Kc. -N. B. Some folks TN * cry 
gut first; byt it ill not do. 


(45) 


uit, And then returning m 5 from that antique waste, 1 
- A eee As 


nd D081 anbeupe 2c9l MH ' AUTHOR: 
will heh e 1. Reb W adds, very 
"ful properly, that Mr. Steevena has fully dia used n e 
ote, of wried francs that one can add nothing but the. frice;” 
"hs « (Right :—Hoc defuit unum Fass icio: Juv. 8. 4-) and dbere- 


fore adds the Revercad Dortong in a ficce. called Banks's' Bay 
Horse in a Trance, 1599, we have a stock of -wenches ct 
„up with their «termed fpruncs, wins. for a tester.“ At other 
times these zubjects. are explained in the learned languages; 
fo the ue of scholars, as in vol. iv. p. 211, edit. 1758, and in 
vol. iv. p. 80, edit. .1793, by Mr. Steevens. '* Urtica: ma- 
« rinzz omnes frurimm quendam movent, et acrimonia sus 
« VexEREM an et extinctam cxcitant.” Johnston. Hist. 


reverend or ir-reverend commentators are about to change 
sexes, or have done 30, and set up for (what Milton in his 
Apology for Smectymuus calls) & Old Prelatesses with all their 
young Ce iarlias Laity.” I wonder we have never yet had Il 
Beauties of Mr. Steevens, of The Reverend Doctor Farmer, of 


for young or old men, who would be young; Mr. Collins has 
given the publick four pages in gv. small print, on the a«ton- 
_ bing virtues of ror arors, a tam provecation} printed by 
tbemsel ves at the end of Troilus and Cressida. This augfad 

note would have been = pans with better grace at the end of 

Lee Labeir Len Et is indeed matter of graat and offen- 
vive scandal to bu auch refure and filth h , ATION, 
and upon ALL the countries in the East and West who read. Shak- 


"19 obogr land —— 
ee i. e. . Saua, Tur, | 


Nat. de Exang, Ag p. 56. I protest I sometimes think these 


Mr. Callins, (the potatoe-critic,) &c. &c, as a convenient manual 1 


— works. * is hight W eee the 


% 4 


( 44 ) 


Thoughts to stew'd prunes and kissing comfits suit, 


Or the potatoe, () vigour stirring root: Be 
| And 

(i) Books of Coolery.—I am afraid that these extracts will 4 
prove What Decker, in his Gul Hoernbeab, calls, . The cinful « p 
« Suburbs of Cookery.” Mr. Collins, (in his Por aros-note, 100 
at the end of Troilus and Cressidi) extracts without a blush, « ( 
from the Gn9d” Houetoiſes Feel, a receipt with all the ingredi- fare 
ents at FULL oy tae Id make a tart that is a COURAGE 7 Ho 
4 wan or woman,” And this is but a specimen. « U 
n Non more probo; dum carmina umb tim 
Intrani, et tremulo calfuntur ub: intima versu. 7 for 

- (4) The commentators ow Shakespeare are peculiarly, and = 
even zealously, studious in :inutely explaining and declaring « \ 
all the various modes and receipts which the age of the /irgin N 

| Queen afforded or recommended for the service of the Queer \ 
of Love and soft desire. Whole pages are absolutely filled, with 12 
venereal provocatives, with the power of 4ising comfits, Stewed Ik 
runs, the virtues of potatoes, eringo-1 ont, & c. &c. Must these Ap 
con: ments be stiled the “ Pauca 8uo Gallo gue vel legat ihe Ly- yo! 
coris?”+ I sometimes doubt what book I have in my hand, Be 
These fair editors give all they can, nor let ug dream the reit. Mi 
After a very long note on g, fruncs, by Mr. Steevens, f 1 

| oy v. oo 375» edit. 1778, and vol. viii, 0 529, PAs 1793, 15 
5 ths ö Rs, 1 „ 24 1,,4which * 
— — — — —ů— — 7 

I Pere. Sat. 1; v. 20. tn. e v. a. wg 
Go f Mr. Steevens in his Neu to the edition af; Shaks- oe 
pere in 1778, seems to have bad his f on the subject of 
these Aiaus prunes, and virtuous bulbs „ Such, (says he) as Gs 


would be acquainted with the propriety of Falstaff's allusion to 
Stexwed firunes should not be diggutted at a multitude of instances, 
&c. &c, &c. -N. B. Some folks are very — and cry — 
out first; but it will not do. N 


e459 
And then returning from that antique waste, 
Be hail'd you AP oF PUBLICK TASTE” 


AUTHOR. 


« {which see,) The Reverend Doctor Farmer adds, very 
% properly, that Mr. Steevens has 4% fully discussed the subject 
*« of metued faruncs, that one can add nothing but i rice; 
(Right: — Hic defuit anum FABRICIO;+ Juv. 8. 4) and chere- 
fore adds the Reverend Doctor; in a fiece called Banks's Bay 
Horse in a Trance, 1595, we have a stock of wenches zet 
up with their dee prunes, NINE. for a tester.“ At other 
times these subjects are explained in the learned languages; 


| fer the ue of scholars, as in vol. iv. p. 211, edit. 1778, and in 
vol. iv. p. 80, edit. 1793, by Mr. Steevens. Urtieæ ma- 


„ rinæ omnes fruritum quendam movent, et acrimonia; sua 
© VENEREM eb et extinctam excitant. Johnston. Hist. 


Nat. de Exang. Aq. p. 56. I protest I sometimes think these 


reverend or ir- reverend commentators are about to change 
sexes, or have done 30, and set up for (what Milton in his 
Apology for Smectymuns calls) * 01d Prelaterter with all their 
young Corinthian Laity.“ I wonder we have never yet had The 
Beauties of Mr. Steevens, of The Reverend Docronx Farmer, of 
Mr. Collins, (the potatoe-critic,) &c. & c. as a Convenient manual 
for young or old men, who would be young. Mr. Collins has 
given the publick four pages in 8vo. small print, on the aston- 
ishing virtues of rorA Tos, (a tempertrof provecation} printed by 
themselves at the end of Troilus and Cressida. This 2 
note would have been placed with better grace at the end of 
% Love's Labour Lom Et is indeed matter of great and offen- 
sive scandal to e&:rude such refuge and filth 2%—q THIS\NATIGN, 
and ufo ALL the countries in the East and West who read Shak- 
e $ works. It is highly injurious to wake Shakspeare the 
| | vehicle 


S 


1 


rol N i. e. ET Steevens, Equire £3 


= 


—— — — — 


( 456 ) 


AUTHOR. 


What ?—must I enter the dramatic course ; 
Burst through the countless squadrons foot and horse? 


All 


vehicle of so much oc track, raked together from old plays, 
old cookery books and trumpery novels. But, I am told, the 
poet must be illustrated. In these particulars, Mr. Steevens, 
Dr. Farmer, Mr. Collins, and Mr, (I know not whom) may as 
well illustrate the latter part of the fourth book of Lucretius. 
The corruptions of our nature are the most mortifying com- 
ment. They need neither incitement nor llustration. Who- 
ever considers, seriously or politically, the dominion of lust and 
lewdness, and the wide-wasting desolation and irreversible 
misery which they throw among the defenceless and much: suf- 
fering sex, leſt to destitution, and disease, and poverty, and de- 
spair, and contempt, and barren sorrow; will be cautious how 
he adds even one unnecessary or heedless incitement to this oyer- 
bearing fury. A man of sense, if not of morality, in re- 
marking on all such passages as I have noted, and many others, 
would content himself with saying,“ This or that passage con- 
tains an | indecent allusion not uncommon in the novels or 
plays of the time;” or at least would be satisfied with a single 
instance to shew it. Whatever is more than this, cometh from 
a source which is not good. At present, there really. should 
be an exfruirgatory index to THE BEST edition, (and in many re- 
zpects it is the best) of Shakspeare, before it is put into the 
hands of ladies and the younger part of the readers of Shak-_ 
speare. I believe there is not one r/ecting scholar in this 
learned kingdom, who will not join in this and in the follow- 
ing criticisms on the present subject, whether the criticiems | 
are severe, jocular, or indignant. 

Carminaque Aonidum, JUSTAMQUE probaverat 1R.AM 17 | 


mn 


— — 


+ Ovid. Metam. L. 6. v. 2. 


( 47 ) 
All that for Massinger and Beaumont fight, 


But leave their authors in a wretched plighht; 
| From 
The Reverend Doctor Parr, in his dedication of © Tracts 
« of Warburton and a Warburtonian, &c.” (reprinted in 
1789) note 8. p. 150, has most kindly pointed out to such 
undiscerning persons as myself, that © Made, Reed, Farmer, 
and Tyrwhitt, have come forward as Tu Gvuipes or Tax 
« PusLick TASTE.“ To be sure he has added, * Mr. Stevens, 
« the two Wartortt, Bunk, and in his critical capacity, Dr. 
© Joawson.”” But even in this latter part I must remark a 
«range coalition, With the names of Burke and Jalusen who 
can place a third modern in the ame rank? Of Mr. Stee- 
vens's classical erudition and ingenuity much might be said; 
yet all which he has acknowledged as his own writing, consists of 
notes on Shakspeare. Every one must regret that the 175tory of 
Englick Poetry was left unfinished by its lamented and deeply 
learned author: and as to his brother Joseph's pleasant Common- 
Place Book on Pope, it was always amusing to me. But when 
the title of Guide; of the Publick Taste is given to Malone, Reed, 
Farmer, (and Tyrwkitt,f), who are note-makers alone by pro- 
fession, I find myself constrained to look into my English Dic- 
tionary for the meaning of the words guide and taste. 
I have selected this passage from the splendid dedication of 
these Warburtonian Tracts, in which a man, in the vigour 
of his faculties and strength, has not thought it unbecoming 
k #3. y l Py his 


195 pu 


| —_ 

+ TI have often wondered how so deeply learned a scholar as 
Mr. Trawulrr ever suffered himself to be enrolled with these 
note - makers on -Shakspeare. But the /cader of them has a tongue 
jo flatter aud wheedle. Homer explains it best. IIa A 
rex yooy τονπν rep @pcvzovrwy, In this manner the name of 


SAMUEL aue was #nseparably associated with that of 


GrokGE STEEVENS, 


IF, 


( 48 ) 
From CAPELL steal, yet never own the theft, 
And then desert (n) him of his store bereft. 
Oh injur'd Patron of our noble bard ! 
CAPELL, (ij receive this tribute of regard, 


MAN And 
his character to attack, like a puny whipster, the established 
dignity of departed excellence; and with unbridled licence of 
language bas endeavoured to invade the retreat and the repose 
of a most learned and venerable prelate, F now in full age and 
heary holiness. I speak with feeling of such a conduct, and 1 
speak with the feelings of a man; for what is a mere scholar 
and a quoter of Greek, when he forgets the man? I trust Dr. 
Parr has severely felt the unmeaning vanity and silly cruelty 
of calling forth again to publick notice these tracts, which their 
authors long wished to give up to oblivion. Leland, and the 
great and truly liberal Jortin, might have been as ably de- 
fended at another time and in another place. I cannot be repaid 
for such indecent conduct by the amusement I receive, (to\use 
Dr. Parr's own words) “ from the lucky and lucid intervals between 
« the paroxysms of (Dr. Parr's) holemic pthrenzy ; from all the laugh. 
* able and all the loathsome singularities which float upon the 5urface 
& of his (Dr. Parr's) diction; nor can I hang with fondness and ad. 
« miration over the crowded yet clear and luminous galaxies of imagery 
« Jiffused through (Dr. Parr's) works, p. 151,” &c. &c. But if I 
Should quote any more of such words, the reader would take 
the Doctor's Greek for English and his English for Greek, and 
be apt to cry out with honest old Doyley, in the farce of V 
the Due? (which I am not, but the Doctor may know who is) 
Ill be curs'd if this is English.“ Indeed I have no more time 
or place to allot in this First Part of my poem to Dr. Parr,—1 
refer my reader to the Third Part, in which the Doctor makes 
a more publick and distinguished entry. 


— 


8 


* 


5 t Dr. Hu, Bizhop of Worcester, 


\ 


6 49.) 
Call forth thy name, and vindicate thy rigbt. 


Must I for S#Ax$sPEARE'tio compassion feel, 
Almost eat-up.by.cOMMENTATING (o) zeal? 


EI} A D | on 
9 een 1s 

(m) There are men now in (great rogue who il feel the 
force of tente | dus +67 vac urnnt 


” „ inte rom £10 
(a) Mr, Ken the Editor, I call him the Pan of 
SHAKSPEARE, This gentleman, was of, a singular turn of 
mind, perhaps a little too minute, but of a curiosity unbaundeck 
and insatiable. They who are acquainted with his eritical writs 
ings on Shakspeare, and his accurate researches into this species 
of antiquity, and ho have considered and estimated dir edition 
of the poet, will not scruple with me to pronounce him, The F. 
ther of all legitimate Commentary on Shaletare. To this gentleman's* 
intimacy, and to the knowledge of his most learned investiga- 
tions, were admitted men whom I forbear to name. But mark 
the consequence. His edition was condemned, or -I mn ra- 
ther say, damned by those, who in the poet's own worde, 


„% To his ang2arded nest, Uke wearet | eriticr, Lr 
Came e ane 80 Suck'd his princely eggs. _ 


And L the 1 of Seaman ie: 3 vols. 4to was. 

published (alas! aſter his death) we were told forsvothy that 
we had nothing to learn on the subject. Indeed .I am pleased 
however, to see that mauern. ne into che 
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On Avon's banks 1 heard Ae T (/) mourn, 
By fell Black Letter Dogs in pieces torn; 
* 


new edition of Shakspeare, in FrfTetx volumes, It will not be 
too much to hope for an edition in Fifty volumes quarto, printed 
on a Wire-wove paher, ꝑlaxed, and hot-frresred, 


(e) I hope the reader will not be displeased with a short 
observation on this subject,-S#AKSPEARE was born in the 
year 1564, and died on the 23d of April in 1615, on his birth- 
day. It was not until full even years after his death that his 
plays were fir;t collected and published together in folio, in 
the year 1623, by two of his principal friends in the compa- 
uy of comedians, Hemminge and Cordell, They likewise- cor« 
rected a second edition in 1632. It may seem strange to us, 
but it is true, that =o oer edition of his works was attempted 
till eighty-rewo pears after that time, when in the year 1314 4 
third edition was published by Mr. Rowe with very few, if any, 
corrections. Pope, Theobald, Hanmer, Warburton, Capell, John- 
son, Steevens, and Malone, have since that time given new edi - 
tions. Mr. Steevens, in the rear 1766. published a particular edi- 
tion in 4 volumes in 8vo. of all the plays which were printed in 
4to. in Shakspeare's life-time or before the Restoration. It is 
printed verbatim from the old copies, and is curious and valuable. 


Mr. 


— 


—ü— — — — 


+ When this note was written (in 1794) Mr. Ireland had not 
discovered the Shakspeare manuscripts, many of which he has 
since published by mb:criftion. I believe Mr. Malone's En- 
quiry, (in 1796) as wel! as common sense, has taught us what 
to think of 7he originality of the Plays and MSS. given to Mr. 
Ireland &y his Son.——This subject is considered in the Se- 
cond Part of“ I he Pursuits of Literature,” J 


651 
Dogs that from Gothic kennels eager start 


.. All well broke - in by Coney-catching (q) Art, 
| D 2 | So 


Mr. Steevens asserts unequivocally, that © zo fro can be 
given that the poet «ufierintended the publication of any one of 
there himself.”” Pref. vol. i. p. 14. If this be true, as I believe, 
what can any editor arrogate to himself concerning the genuine 
text of this great poet? I am not speaking of conjectural criti. 
cism, and of an accurate revision of the punctuation, which is of 
real consequence, but of the actua/ words themselves as written 
by Shakspeare. The original players, Hemminge and Condell, 
were in possession of the only MSS. which were extant at the 
very time when the plays were first acted; and it is probable 
that the play-howse manuscriſit copy was the only one to which they 
could refer, and no MSS. whatsoever existed after that time. 
Shakspeare appears wholly to have neglected or despised repu- 
tation in succeeding ages. It is for this age to amuse itself with 
*hooh and galleries, and without blame, iv my opinion. 


OW Videre CANEs; primusque Melampus, 
Pamphagus et Derceus, velox cum fratre Lycizce, 


Ichnobaterque sagax, et villis Asboles atris, _ 

Nebrofthonosque valens, et trux cum Lælape Theron, 

Labros et Agrialas et acutæ vocis Hylactor, 

Quosque referre mora est; ea turba curiDiNg PRADE - 
Qua via difficilis, gu4gue ert via nulla, sequuntur. 

Heu famulos fugit irs x 8u0s; clamare libebat, 

Acro Ego um; Dowixum cognoscite V3sTRUM: 

Valet abecse quidem—$ed aver» Ovid. Metam, lib. ig: 


N. B. It is conceived that this canine mets morphosis of the 
Commentators on Shakspeare, will be received in a pleasant 
point of view without offence; for I muſt speak it to the credit 
of our English Black leiter dogs, that upon hy whole there is more 

harmony 


WM >; 2—— — 
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(al 
So tender to the Paphian notes they move, 
And seem as they were only born for (44) love. 


Hark, 


harmony among them, (a few cases excepted) than among the 
dogs that worried Greek and Roman authors in former tumes. 
I «wmely may be excused for this caninity, if Mr. Bryant himself 
has been allowed to declare, without censure, that Kouveg signify 
O. Tzpei;: though certainly he Hierarchy are infinitely indebted 
to him for the discovery. Bryant's Mythol. vol. 1. p. 329, &Cc. 


: (9) The singularitv of this term (which is the only reason 
of my introducing it) called for my attention; as no treatises 
or farces, or whatever they may be, are more appealed to by 


the commentators than * Greene's Art of Coney-catching ;_ 


«© Greene's Ground work of Coney-catching ; Greene' 8 Defence of 
6 Coney. catch ing; Greene” 8 Disputation between a He' Coney- 


« Catcher and a She Caney- : Catcher,” As my poor library will 


not afford these valuable books, I profess myself still ignorant 


of this ancient art of Coney- - Catching, and therefore am by, no, 


means fit for a commentator; yet the reader may perhaps 
think me fit for writing a note or two upon these Swaryens 
© Up OF UNCONSIDERED TRIFLES.” (Wint Tale, A. 4: be. 1.) 
I do not agree with Mr. Steevens that Coney-catching means 
the art of hieting jnckets; (see his note on the words ( Silly 
Cheat,” vol. iv. p. 358, ed. 1778)—except there is any pleasant 
allusion, by anticipation, to some late editions of Shakspeare. 


My poor jockets cannot keep up with these rising demands upon 


them. Six Pounvs FirTEEN SurLtINGS!! for the last edition 
of Shakspeare, and without any binding! I cry you mercy, my 
good Master Steevens; think of us my poets, 4 


(ag) © They of love and love's disport 
Treat LARGELY, of their mutual guilt the seal.“ Milt, p. L. 
See the Comments on E as _ and tauim through 
the whole edition, 


63533) 
Hark, JonxsoN (r) smacks his ash; loud sounds the 
Mounted in rear see STEEVENS Hhiffier-in, [din : 
Rich with the spoils of learning's Black domain, 
And guide supreme o'er all the tainted plain. 
Lo! first Melamſius (s) FARMER deftly springs, 


(Walter de Mapes (7) his sire) the welkin rings: 
D 3 Stout 


(r) Saver Jonxsox, L. L. D. The reader must know 
enough of this Huntsman, his green velvet cap, and brown 
brass buttoned coat, and his churlish chiding of every hound 
that came near him, &c. &c. at least it is not Jemmy Boswell's 
fault if he does not. —Johnson and Boswell; Avuroy xa; Oe 
Tore! But now we must all regret the loss of the chearful, the 
pleasant and inimitable Biographer of his illustrious friend. 


Dr. Johnson's comments on Shakspeare are never sullied and 
contaminated with minute explications of indecent passages: 
He bears no token of those sable streams, | 
But mounts far off among the swans of Thames. 
In whatever Dr. Johnson undertook, it was his determined 
purpose to rectify the heart, to purify the passions, to give ar- 
dour to virtue and confidence to truth. 


(s) Melampus signifies a dog with black feet. He is sup- 
posed to have run over the town and county of Leicester, but 
never could be persuaded to give any account of it. .— This dog 

Scented 


— 


t Pope Dunc. L. 4. v. 297. 


+ I lament that Dr. Farmer never published his intended 
Hisxoxv or LeicesTer, I lament it, but I do not reprobate 
the Doctor, as he behaved in a gentlemanly manner when he 
declined prosecuting that work, which is a real loss to tile an- 
tiquary-and the lover of topography. | 1 


( 66 } 


Stout GLoUCESTER(#) mark in Pamfhagus(v) advance, 

Who never good aghast in freechless trance 

The sage [chnobates (aw) see TyrwaiTT limp; 

MaALoNE Hyl/actor (x) bounds, a clear-yoic'd imp; 
Nor 


Scented out the Learning of Shaksfeare with true and original 
sagacity, and abſolutely unkennelled it. This is his proper praise. 
Mr. Steevens says, „Could @ jerfect and decisive edition of 
« Shakspeare be produced, it were to be expected onLY 
& (though we fear in vain) from the hand of Ds. FARMER, 
« whoſe MORE SERIOUS AVOCAT1IONS forbid Him to undertake 
„hat, &c, &c.“ See Advert. by Mr. Steevens to Shakspeare, 
Edit. 1793, p- 11. Such graviiy of compliments between two 
editors reminds me of what Ar calls,“ Taz Excoux- 
« TER oF Two Dos Apes,” 8 


( ) Walter de Mahet was the jovial archdeacon of Oxford, 
the Anacreon of the eleventh century. A decent priem where 
« monkies were the god, t and author of the divine ode, 2205 
ning : x 

« Mihi sit propositum in taberna mori; 
Vinum sit appositum morientis ori, 

Ut dicant, cum venerint angelorum chori, 
Deus tit frrofitins buic Potatori “ &c 


(2) Stout Ghoucester,—Warburton, Bishop of Gloucester. 
See Gray's Bard. © Stout Gloucester stood aghast in speech- 
less trance.” Stanza 1. 


(v) Pamphagu:—signifies a dog of a most voracious appetite, 
who snaps at and devours every thing digestible or indigexti- 
ble, 


* Dunciad B. 3. 208, + Hor. A. P. v. 238. 


Ne 


S + 

Nor can I pass Lycisca MonTacee, (y) 

Her yelp though feeble, and her sandals Se; 
Ig. | Asbotus 


ble. They who are acquainted with the Divine Legation, &c. 
&c. well know the nature of Warburton's literary appetite and | 
the danger of hunting in the same field with him. With all his 
eccentricities this was a noble dog, and there is not one of the 
true breed left worthy of the progenitor, though there are a 
few mongrels. 


(w) Jchnobates means a dog who tracks out the game before. 
him, No one was more diligent than this dog, yet he fre- 
quently went upon a wrong scent ; but would never suffer the 
huntsman to call him off, especially in the neighbourhood of 
Canterbury and Bristol.—If I were again to metamorphose these 
hounds into men, I should lament the application of Mr. Tyr- 
whitt's learning and sagacity. ** Itlum fro Z/terato plerique 
* hudandum duxerunt, quum ille, ni,, quibuidam anilibus 
« occupatus, inter Mcilesias Punicas ArvLEtr sui etludicra lite- 
, consenesceret.“ (Vid, Julium Capitolinum in Vita 
Clodii Albini ad Constantium Augustum;) 1 will however 
say, as to my own part, Illum pro literato laudandum semper 
duxi, but with a reserve as to the application of his learning. 
I wish this Ichnobùates bad been atilium sagax rerum. 


(x) Hylactor means a dog with a clear and strong voice. One 
would think that his deg was one of Canidia's breed, which 
called from the sepulehre the actual remains of the dead to en- 
chant and stupify the living. This dog has been scratching up 
the earth about Doctors Commons, and has torn up all the Wills of 
the actors who lived in Shakspeare's time, and carried them in 
his mouth to the printer of a late edition of that author, 

| But 


I 
\ 


C #3 


Asbolus (2) Hawx1xs, a grim shaggy hound, 

In Music growls, and beats the bushes round; (a) 

Then Poxsox view Nebrofhonos (b) the shrewd, (c) 

Yet foaming with th' Archdeacon's(d) critic blood; 
| See 


But when I speak of rational men, it passes the bounds of all 


sagacity todivine, by what species of refined absurdity the Wilts 
and Teitaments of Actors could be raked ap and published to if. 
lustrate Shakspeare, (See Malone's Shakspeare, vol. ii. p. 186, 
&c. &c. &c. and in the ad vol, of the edit. of Shakspeare, in 
1793.) A critick for such an ingenious invention should be 
presented with the altum Saganæ caliendrum, which would not 
easily fall from his head. But Mr. M. has redeemed this piece 
of folly by many valuable literary excellencies. , 


0 See her Essay on Shakspeare, chiefly against the French 
criticks. A very pretty Essay, and a great many very pretty 
things have been said about it, which I Shall not contradict. 
„Diver agris, dives frocitis in fanore nummis, is a verse which 
has always filled a house with sincere admirers, without any 
Fattery. N. B. I must observe for the information of frocterity, 
that the meeting of the female. Literatæ at Mrs. Montague's 
house in Portman Square, was stiled “ the Blue Stocking Club, 


& Fortunata la Calza azzurra e d*oro, 
„Si grata a Febo, e al santo Aonio coro!” 
Ariosta. * 
(=) Ailolus signifles a dog of a swarthy complexion, 


(a) Beats the buckes round. —Descriptive of Sir John Hawkins“ 
History of Music; in which however there'is much original 
and valuable information. 


rr 


(57) 
See Dorceus + WRHIT ER o'er the learned soil, 
Brisk, though at fault, with new associates toil ; | 
In Theron's (e) form, mark Rirsox next contend, 
Fierce, meagre, pale, no commentator's (/) friend : 
Tom 


(6) Nebrofchonos signifies a ere that slays the fan and deer, | 
and so in truth it is; | 


Archdeacons, rats, and such small deer, 
Have been Dicx's food for many a year. 


And, as Lear says, ** T'll take a word with this same LEAZNED: 
«© TaxrBAN;” my learned Maste Richard Porson : but he * 
10 titles! It would be better if he did. 


(c Mr. Malone says, the word . means acute, or is 
telligent ; Mr. Steevens says, it is Sitter or euere. Shaksp. Ed. 
1793, vol. vi. p. 430. Reader, you my chuse, or rather com- 
bine the terms. 


| (4) The reader may be surprised to find any theological 
writings in this part; but Mr. Steevens's ingenuity has con- 
trived 
(t) Dorceus, signifies, in my opinion, a dog of a sharp sight, 
apt to see what nobody else can in a large field. Some derive it 
from Aoprxa;, capia, guat fer saltum, which I reject.—See 
Mr. Whiter's Commentaries on Shakspeare, on a new prin- 
ciple, &c. published in 1794. This is certainly a learned dog. 
He is out of the actual chace ; but might, with great propriety, 
Join the pack on a future day: or in plain words, when a new 
edition of Shakspeare is printed, there should be a selection of 
notes from his book. His criticism on the second Eclogue 
of the Poems ascribed to Rowley, (truly or falsely) in point 
of ingenuity and illustrative learning has never deen zur · 
paszed. Cuicungue weterum fortiter quα,ůmm. 


( 58 ) 


Tom Wan ron last, Agriodos (g) acute, 
With Labros Percy (4) barks in close pursuit: 
Hot 


trived to hre Mr. Professor Porson's letters to Mr. Archdeacon 
Travis into the service of Shakspeare; and by such ingenuity who 
or what may not be pressed into it? This is quite a sufficient ex- 
cuse for me, or rather a full justiſication of my allusion to 
them. See Tempest, vol. iii. p. 68. Steey. Edit. 1793. Mr. 
Steevens stiles Mr. P. “ an excellent sclelar and a feeripicacions 
eritic;” in which I most cordially agree, But, if I am rightly 
informed, he thanks neither Mr. Steevens, nor me, nor Dr. 
Parr, nor Dr. Burney the schoolmaster, nor any other Doctor 
or Mister in this country, for any opinion they may entertain 
or express of him or bis works. He neither gives nor takes. 
I find the Archdeacon has re- published his work, and in my 
opinion has very wisely declined being led any more by Diex 
and the foul fiend © through fire, and through flame and whirl- 
* pool, o'er bog and quagmire, and having knives laid under his 
© pillow. But the Archdeacon has had the weakness to print 
his work on a wire-wove fager and het-frerced,. Had I been the 
Archdeacon, I should have been contented with the ot-presring 
by Mr. Porson—hot indeed, lining hot /——T his controversy has 
no good end: learning is good, and theology is good; but there 
is something better, H A277. There is also a writer who says 
Karaxavyara EAEOE upiocws, ls it not so, Mr. Professor? 


e Theron signifies a dog of innate ferocity. 


{f) Poor Tem Warton could have told a piteous tale, how bis 
historick body was punched full of deadly holes by this literary Ri- 
chard IIId.— Dr. Percy could make a lamentation or two in 
some ancient ditty, ina ft or canto, Mr. Malone probably has 
felt a gripe rather strong. The antiquaries—- but they bave 


sfroken 


( 59 9 
Hot was the chace ; I left jt out of breath ; 
I wish'd not 20 be in at SHAKSPEARE's death. 


OCTAVIUS, 


sjoken for theraselves,F The Antiquarian Society is amiable and 
harmless, and from what I have seen, their publications resem - 
ble the subjects of them, Nexvay AMENHNA ag Who 
could wish to disturb such repose? 


(g Agriedes gignifies a dog with a sharp tooth,—I always 
regret the loss of Thomas N ur ton: in his various writings he is 
amusing, instructive, pleasant, learned and poetical. The 
loss of the last Volume of the History of English Poetry, must 
for ever be lamented. I despair of any Artist able to finish such 
a work, with so few imperfections, and with such various erudi - 
tion. Tom Warton had rather a kindly affection ſor the jovial 
memory of Archdeacon Walter de Mapes of the 11th century, 
mentioned for his drinking ode in a former note, Mr. W. tells 
us. (with a warm panegyrick) in his ad Dissert. to the Hist. of 
E. P. that this divine Anacreon wrote alsg a Latin ode in favour 
of married priests, concluding with these girited lines: 


Ecce pro Clericis multum allegavi; | 
Nec non pro Presbyteris multum comproba vi; 
Pater noster pro me quoniam peccavi, 

Dicat quisque Presby ter cum ua SAL 


I quote this for my own sake, guoniam peccavi, and am inclined 
to hope that every Presbyter cum u SUAV1, wlll be as kind to 
the author of this poem on THE PURSUITS OF LITERATURE, 
Requiescat! 


— 
— — — 


2ͤ 


+ Nam possunt virto nigrum prefigure Theta. Pers. Sat. 4. 


v. 13. A beautiful phrase for act - lalling a man in any club or 
society. ; 


( 60 ) 
OCTAUVUIUS. 


Here yet awhile (i) these honest labours close, 
And leave indignant Genius to repose. 


] Labros signiſies a dog that gens continually.— But I forget 
—8i quis dixerit Exiscorun aligud infirmitate laborare, anathe- 
ma esto.— An o thus I take my leave of the wol x black letter 
XENNEL, with all their wit, and all their follies, and all their 
merry humours; and they may both now and hereafter, un- 
, awed by their great Huntsman who is no more, and most probably 
unmolested by me, continue to bark and grow], and snap, and 
quarrel, and teaze one another, till there remains not a critical 
offal for which they may contend. Et velut absentem certatim 
Acræox A clament. — Finally, as to this famous Edition of Shak- 
speare by George Steevens Esq. and the whole Black-letter Ken- 
nell, I must pronounce it's great Euloginm, as it is beautifully 
conceived and expressed in the words of a master of the most 
finished Latinity of the Augustan age. Hic Lines ect conglu- 
tinatus ex tam multis libris, quot unus pinguis Cocus Oves, boves, 
guet, grues, anseres, fuasseres, Oc Sc. Oc eoquere, aut unus fumozus. 
Calefactor centum magna Iyhocausta ex illis calefacere _ {ns 
Epist. Obscurerum Virorum ! 

(i) © Hæc sar exit, Dive, vestrum cecinisse Neem. 
So said Virgil, and so says my friend OcTavivs, to whose 
judgment I submit, and write this note in conclusion for the fire- 
tent, that I may offer and recommend to the consideration of all 
Poets, Orators, and Writers, sacred and profane, a sentence 
from Swirr, which I could wish to see engraven in letters of 
gold, as an everlasting admonition. It is this: “ To ay the 
. & zruth, no part of knowledge seems to be in fewer hands, than 
& that of discerning WHEN TO HAVE DONE.” 


— — 


Ovid. Met. Lib. 3. t Virg. Ecl. 10. v. 70. 


END OF DIALOGUE THE FIRST. 
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Hom, II. 4. V. 540. 


( 6g ) 


PREFACE 
TO THE SECOND DIALOGUEF+ 


OF THE 


PURSUITS OF LITERATURE, 


Two years have passed since I published The First 
* Part of the Pursuits of Literature.” I now offer a con- 
tinuation of it to the attention of those persons who 
may feel themselves interested in such reseatches; the 
tubjects of which indeed, in ñeir event, are important 
to us all. What I observed of the First Part, I observe 
of this, and the following Parts, “ that no imitation is 
intended of any former writer or of any former poem.“ 
That it will attract some attention in some places, I am 
confident; but it will be idle to make any conjecture as 
to the author. He is, and will be, concealed upon mo- 
tives very different from the apprehension of any private 

resentment. 


— "—_ - — : 


—_— 


— 
— 


+ Firſt printed in May 1756. 
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resentment. I dissuade every person from flippant and 


random application of any supposed name; it is as un- 
just, as it is absurd. Flebit et insignis tota cantabitur 
« urbe, t was said of old. I do not say this, but I recom- 
mend to every gentleman and lady of eminent sagacity 
and curiosity to remember, that there is a darkneſs which 


may be felt. 


As to the zubject of SATIRE in general, I will add a 
few words, as they are not wholly unimportant, and as 
they explain my own ideas.” All reprehension of vice, 
or of folly, or of any moral depravity, must cease at once, 
if it is required of the author of that reprehension, that 
he be blameless himself in the strict, or indeed in any, 
sense of that word. But if the enumeration of evils, 
wickedness, folly, extravagance, abuse of knowledge in 
theory or in practice, and a censure of such actions and 


of such opinions, be considered as the production ef 4 


mind bad, reprehensible, and unquiet in itself, I fear, 
that few philosophers are exempted from the charge. 


In my opinion, the Philosopher himself is a Satirist, 
speaking to the world at large, without a specifick refe- 


rence to any nation. The Satirist, (in the common 


acceptation of the word) is a writer in poetry or in prose, 


who addresses himself to a peculiar part of the world, 
and generally to his own country men, calling them to a 
view of their faults, follies, or vices, which are destruc- 
tive of society, of government, of good manners, or of 
good literature. The philosophick Satirist effects his pur- 
pose by appealing to man and his nature; the modern 
poet, supposing and acknowledgivg the truth of these 


original 


7 ' Hor, Lib. 2. 8. I. V, 45» 


. » 
* = 
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original principles, argues virtually from them, but di- 
rects his attention to existing persons, circumstances, 
opinions, and books, in his own times. He illustrates 
his doctrine by that forcible appeal, assisted by learning, 
wit, and ridicule; with an honest endeavour to uphold 
the common cause of wisdom, of truth, and of virtue, 
without which criticism is malignity, and satire is scan- 
dal. 


Vet, however excellent, the work of any Satirist is tran- 
sitory as to it's immediate subject. But as it is a view of 
life designed (a) to be presented to other times, as well as to 
those in which it is written, the necessity of an author's 
furnishing Notes to his own composittons (b) is evident, to 
clear up for himself such difficulties as the lapse of time, 
(and indeed of a very little time) would unavoidably create. 
This is a privilege and a liberty which was denied to the 
ancients, which Dryden rejected, and Pope partially 
adopted, | | 


After these few obſervations, (which I thought neces- 
sary or I would not have written them, I offer this conti4 
nuation of the Poem to my readers, not without the spirit 
of a writer who has endeavoured well. I will alſo, upon 
reflection, add the words of A MAN, not to be named 
on such an occasion. I do not look to be asked, 


E * wherefore 


F 


PET 


* 


(a) 1 refer the reader to Dean Swift's dedication to Prince Posterity. 


(6) ** The notes T wish to be very large in what relates to the 
persons concerned: for I have long observed, that twenty 
miles from London, nobody understands hints, initial letters, 
or town facts and passages, and in a few years not even those 
who live in London,” Swift's advice to Pope. July . 16, 
1728,—Pope's Work:, Vol. 9. p. 117. Warkurton's edition, g vo. 


6669) 
„ \wkerefore 1 wrote this book; it being no difficulty = 
to anſwer, that T did it to those ends, which the beat 
men propose to 3 when they write.“ 


5 
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THE 


PURSUITS OF LITERATURE: © 


DIALOGUE THE SECOND. ( 


— 


AUTHOR. 


Acr hail to Cestria, and her mitred lord (a) | 
And may the muse in lasting strains record 
That lawn'd Endymion of a happier age; 


- 
-» * 


Who, wild with rapture and empiric rage, 

On bold aspiring pinion could presume 

To journey through the vast æthereal gloom ; ; 
Who, tir'd of earth and dreams of gownetd rest, 


Sunk in the elysium of his Cynthia's breast 
E. 2 45 Vi 5 But 
() First published in May, 1996. | 
(a) John Wilkins, Biſhop of Chester in the last century, 
wrote a celebrated Discourse concerning the possibility of 
a passage to the moon.” The bighap is, as all bishops ſhould 
be, very serious on the occaſion ; and as an effectual ehange of 
air and climate is recommended in so many diseases, I approve 


most of all of Dector Wilkins's prevcriptiyn of a flying cha- 
; not; 3 


(6) 

But ah, for us those wizard wonders cease: 
In war, death, pestilence, or dang'rous peace, 
Condemn'd to groan in this disorder'd hour, 
Victors and victims of th' unhallow'd pow'r, 
That bids the western world or rouse or weep, 


O' erwhelm'd beneath the formidable deep. 


0 CTA VIU 8. 
Of France ſaa enough: go bend before that tomb, 


Where other palms and other laurels bloom, 
| "OP Where 


riot ; and A of raving or gtorming, or fretting about 


the accidents of liſe, to set off directly Hr the moon, This 


method of traxslation, (a happy thought in a bishop.) would at 
once supersede the necessity of suicide, prisons or revolutions, 
when. people are out of humour. Besides Dr. Herschell has 
told us what an agreeable place the moon is. I believe he has 
descricd the surveyors of the lunar turnpike roads, and bas ac- 
tually seen their St. Paul's Church, and some of he Selenitesin 
a solemn procession. This canuot much surprise us, as he 
has nearly discovered what the sun is made of, which res a 2 
tle further from us. Upon my word, Philosophy is a very 
pleasant thing and has various uses; one of the _ is, it a 
us laugh sometimes. rn 


(aa) I can mention no lines so expressive of the stute ot 
France, as the following adapted from Boileau. 
% Dechirans 4 l'envi leur propre Republique, 
Lions contre Lions, parens contre parens, 
- Combattent follement your Ls OX ves TY ans!” 
Sat, 8. v. 132. (179) 


. „ „ 4 © at 


* 


Where Maro sleeps; or in the Sabine shade, 
Or in sevete Aquinum's tambst glade, bY 
Fast by Volterra's (a) dark Etrurian grove, 
With Boileau's (5) art and Dryden' s rapture rove. 
Be wise betimes, and i in resistless prose 88 
Leave Burke ALoxs to thunder on our foes, | 

Let Wakefield (c) rant, and pallid Thelwall bawl, 
F IEEE 11 


' | 7 1 Wee 
(a) Juvenal was born at Aquinum, and Persius at Volterra, 
in Italy. 


(5) Boileau.— The most perfect of all modern writers in 
true taste and judgment. His sagacity was unerring ; he com- 
bined every ancient excellence, and appears original even in 
the adoption of acknawledged thoughts and allusions. He is 
the just and adequate representative of Horace, Juvenal, and 
Persius united, without one indecent blemich 3 and for my own part 
I haye always considered him as ke. mant fniched gentleman that 
ever wrote, I have ſpaken more at large of this poet in ano- 
ther place. 


(e) Wakefield, Whenever 1 think of the name of Gilbert 
Nuleſeld, and look at te litt of his works, (for I would not un- 
dertake to read them 24) I feel alternately sorrow and indig- 
nation. His learning and sagacity are indeed sufficient to en- 
title him to :ome patronage, and to the removal of every want. 
Bat his spirit is so restless, his temper is 50 overbearing and ty- 
rennical, (I speak um the convideration of hit works alone) his 
cantempt for others is so great, and his personal vanity so con- 

© picnous, 


«% _ 
\ — — * — 
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th) 
Such prophets as ere long Horne Tooke may save, 


And hide and feed by fifties (d) in a cave: 
Let 


* 


spicuous, that even e begins to be weary of him. But 
when I turn to his religious and political opinions, I find all 
the virulence and asperity of the reformer, all the insolence 
and even impudence of the assertors of equality, a. want of de- 
cent, or even of common respect to dignified characters, and a 
mind (naturally designed for better exertions, and cultivated in 
the groves of an university] hostile and implacable to every 
establishment, and with a strong tendency even to + sanguina- 
ry persecution. I Speak of him as a publiek man; I have no 
contempt of his attainments. But I will never suffer him, or 
any-other man, who obtrudes himself and his political princi- 
ples and measures upon the publick, to pass me 1 no- 
tice; or as the poet strongly expresses it, ; 


Glomerare sub antro * | * 
Fumiferam noctem, commixtis igne tenebri, c | 
for the reprehension he * 1796.) 


9 4) By Ffiiet —*Obzdiah took the fropbets, and hid them by 
Mr is a cave, and fed them with bread and water.” Kings B. 1. 
| ch. 


a m . , 
1 28 a do. e _—  - Y 


AS LA 1 pn ney 


© + See (if it is worth while) Gilbert Wakefieid's ade en- 
titled “ Remarks on the General Orders given by the Duke of 
« York to his army, July, 7, 1794, respecting the decree of the 
French Convention, to give no quarter to the British and Ha- 
« noverians, 1794.” I only mention this or any of Mr. Wake- 
keld's writings for heir sAirir and tendency, as t compositions 
are worth little notice, I shall not at present wander through his 


5 1 Sitvs 
. vin. An. 8. v. 254. 


— * — 
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92.) 


Let such call Pitt or Grenville manly bold, 
Who calm'd _ terror of Burke's claus in i gold. 9 


You nh W a minister in books, ( 12 1 


. And know an honest statesman by his looks; 

: E 4 - #446" 1 Think 
a * Fro pit e Ene i UO 1 

1 ch, 18. v. 4. In the frovizions of that most el and I 
. wish I could say, perpetual act, (passed in 1795) for preventing 
N seditious assemblies, & c. &c. &c. it is peciſied that none of these 
: prophets, or lecturers, or diviners in democracy, shall meet in 
5 greater numbers than y in a cave, or elsewhere: and consi- 
. dering the inflammatory nature of their disorders it is devoutly 


to be wished, that they may be kept upon the same cooling diet · 
' % \ 2 F 
(e) Summos auro mansueverat ungues.” Statius. A beau- 


tiful periphrasis for giving a pension? but it is a pension nobly 
merited. I wish however most sincerely, for the dignity of Mr. 
Burke's character in the present age and to all posterity, that! it 
had not been accepted. Tlo\xov ay rpialum. (1796,) . 


(f) 1 allude to the profound knowledge Which busy ch 
acquire of the most secret designs of the British, or even of fo- 
reign re the news- papers. Nothing is 80 rene 
12:4 3188 


ä 4a 8 — * 1 — n A. * 1 


r 


” 2 


Silva Seines, 0 Ui passim valantes Mn recto de: tramite 
<pellit.”” | His ravages on Virgil and Horace, in 4is late. edj- 
- tiors of then; are often as shocking to taste as to truth. Ben- 
ley's ook (I beg pardon for coupling the names) was nothing 
to the Jevelling axe of Gil. Wakefield. If Mr. Wakefield does 
not write with greater care and ability than he has hitherto 
shewn, neither men, nor gods, nor columns will permit his * 
to be extant very long. 


| Hor. L. 2, Sat, 3. v. * 


* 
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Think in debates the spirit may be scen, 

In Thurlow, just, ia Wedderburne, serene; | 

In Grenville, firmness; majesty, in Pitt; | 

And in Dundas, the courage to submit. 

Proud of your keen discernment you retire, 

Smit with the fame of Rollo's bard (g) and squire, 
You'd print (poor man !) your satire and your song, 
Correct, as Gifford, or as Cowper, strong. 


* 


AUTHOR. 


Yes : to my country's justice I appeal, 
Nor dread the press, the guillotine, nor wheel, 


Nor 


| | * 1 \ 
as to hear men assert without the least hesitation what they to 
of the intention of Ministers. I really envy the satisfaction 
they feel, when they communicate their discoveries to Such un- 
i: Se and ignorant men as myself. 


4 be Rolliad, Ker. LAWRENCE has just informed 

the House of Commons, (who are prodigiously interested about 
- the Doetor) that ux is of the old School, and that HE intends to 
-< bring forward a MOTION 7 Silence that declamation 50 commonly 
1 in the Howe &c. &c. &c.” This is modes! indeed, and if he 
effects his purpose, I hope the universal thanks of vie Haute, 
Dianer- troops, Family- men and all, will be voted to bim, Nem. 
\ Con, Talk of a Coronation? '—See The Farce of Peping 
"Tom. (Note Dec. 31, 1,96.) N. B. The Doctor never made 
the motion. Parturiunt montes, & c. & c.— (added August 1797.) 


r 


mee 


( 73 ) 
Nor fulsome praise, nor coldness of neglect, 
Nor all that poets meet, but scarce expect; 


N 
2 


And since the guestion I shall never fear, 
A rhyming culprit's bald confession hear. 


IIS 


Plays 1 could frame, like Ireland, 4. 60 )by the score; 
Memory I have, not Middleton (Y) has more 
Could sing of gardens, yet well pleas'd to see 
Walpole (2) and Nature may, for once, agree; 
Could give with Darwin, to the bectick kind. 
Receipts in verse to shift the north- east wind ( ; 

{ 5 Wah 


(i) The publisher of the newly. found manuscripts in" Shak 
yheare's own hand writing.” The reader will find more on this 


subject in the course of this Second Dialogue. 


(+) The famous witness on Mr. Hastings's trial, the dixcigle 
of Themistocles, 


(1) Read (it well deserves the attention) that quaintz but 
most curious and learned, writer's excellent Essay on . 8 
Gardening, at the end of his Lives of the Painters. 


n) See Dr. Darwin's Loves of the Plants and a hog! and 
pleasant note, in which the Doctor thinks it very feasible to 


manage the wings, (and every thing else I believe) at is plea. 


zure, by a little pihilotofly. I never read any thing so comforta- 
ble in my life, Martinus Scriblerus will be, after all, a legiti- 


mate natural philosopher, It appears to me, that Dr, Darwin's 


D 


740 


With Price (#}and Knight grounds by neglect improve, 
And banish use, for naked Nature's love, - 
Lakes, forests, rivers, in one landscape drawn, 
My park, a county, and a heath, my lawn; 
With Knight, man's civil progress (o) could rehearse, 
And Aut Hume, Smith, or Tacitus in verse; 

SEEN Or, 
Fagenious under:tanding is peculiarly adapted to sol ve the follow- 


ing problem in natwmal ͤ philosophy: WartTaER, he hybernal 
« frigidity of the Antifoder, paning in ax orthogenal line through the 


* homogenertus olidity of the center, might warm the aufierficial cone 


« nexity of our heels by a 5oft antiferistasis 7” I have given a tran- 


Slation of this great and useful problem, (as the French Philoso- | 


pher Pantagrael is not quite 80 intelligible in the original,) that 
Dr. Darwin may discuss it at large in the next edition of his Zeo- 
nemia, which is much to be desired. I refer the reader to the 
Creme Philosophique des Queitions Encyclopediques at the end of 
Rabelais Book 5. The true cream of their modern Encychpedia 


at least, is to be found in the French Revolution, 1789, Kc. - 


() Price and Knight,—See the various treatises, all curious 
and in some degree pleasant, on the subject of landscape and 
the art of laying out grounds. Knight and Price, vers Mason 
and Brown, Rr rox, Moderator. I have no doubt of the de- 
eision at the bar of taste, but I certainly would not bring the 
cause in the court at Guildhall, With the giants on the jury, 
and Lord Kenyon for the zudge, there certainly would be a 
verdict for the Brogdignag Gardeners, Knight and Price, 


(e) See and read (if possible) what Mr. R. P. Knight calls 
a Didactic Poem, „The Pzocress of Civil Society in six 


books, 


18 
Or, while Silenus and his votaries nod, 


Quaff Paphian grossness from my crystal 60 God: 
e 


books, 4to.“ I protest I speak impartially, when I assert that 
Mr. Knight seems to have no other ideas of poetry, than that of 
lines and syllables put into a measure with, now and then, some 
little attention to grammar. I mean when he writes" verier 
kimself, For if he conceives, that the versification of Montes- 
quieu's Spirit of Laws, Tacitus on the Germans, Smith on the 
Wealth of Nations, Robertson's Introduction to his History 
of Charles V. Stuart on the View of Society in Europe, and 
such works, is /oetry, there is no help for him, he must be $uf- 
fered to rhyme on. Dogmatizer en vers, et rimer har chahitres. 
It is impossible to criticize or examine the whole in a note, 
but I will give a specimen of such observations as | should make, 
if I were to go through the whole of this tedious piece of work. 
Ms. K. is very fond of beginning all his books with doubt, like 
a true philosopher; he always uses the words “ hether this, 
or whether that or whether the other” is the case, never decid- 
ing the point, nor giving even a doxb;ful solution oſ h doatbts, 
as Mr. Hume kindly used to do. But whether Mr. K. understands 
himself, even in the very beginning of his poem, may be a 
1 but whether his readers understand him, is no doubt at 
all. He begins thus. B. f. v. 1. (I take the verses at the very 
beginning, to shew my impartiality.) ' e 
« Wether primordial motion rang to life 
From the wild war of elemental strife, 
In central chains the mass inert confin'd, ln 
And sublimated matter into mind; 2:08 dene 
Or «whether one great, all pervading soul, e. 
% . 
Whether, in Fate's eternal fetter. bound 
Mechanic Nature goes her endless round; &c. Ke. . 


= OI K—ͤk * At. At Dt _—_ 


+ Boileau, Sat. 8, v. 116; 


— 


C © 9 
Or I could 5eribBle (7) for historick fame, 
Like VE feeble, formal, dull and tame ; (49) 
Then 


In all this mist and darkness which he flings around him, he 
certainly is little better than Punch in the puppet ew, Ha- 
« zy weather, master Noah:“ for I am certain that neither 
Punch, nor Mr. Knight can look through this preparation of 
the poetical sky for the metaphysical deluge which ensues, 
when he is to 

Trace out the slender cial links that bind 

6 In order's chain, the chaos of mankind, &c. &c.” 
Ollie jam lati: But then I am told there are so many pretty and 


intelligible passages (I grant it, Horum sin;Aliciras miserabilis!) 


in this and other poem (I must mean the Landscape;) and the 
ladies say it is so charming to wish to be buried unier an oak, 


and so romantick. see p. 153—1 wish from my soul, that all the 


democracy and infidelity in the kingdom were buried under 
the great guardian oak of England, and the spirit of Mr. Knight 
confined in the stem of it, He might cry out as lustily as Po- 
lydorus, and all the conjurers of the Dilettanti might assist at the 
disinchantment if they pleased.— N. B. I am infinitely indebt- 
ed to Mr. Richard Payne Knight for the honour he has been 
pleased to confer on my note in the first part of this poem on 
the Pursuits of Literature; see p. 17. &c. of 4is Preface to kir 
Progress of Civil Society.-* V Mr, Knight's bed be a led of 
tortures, he has made it for himielf. I I did not name him, as the 
author of the Essay © on ThEWorSnI?CFPrIAPUs,” but he has 
ow named himself. I am glad however that he has some sense 
of shame left, by endeavouring to explain gray one of the moat 
r 


o 
— 


+ I quete Junius in English, as [ woutd Tacitss or Lin in 
Latin. I consider him as a legitimate 285 classic. 


—_— 


Tl 


th 


( 77 
Then tir'd with truth, like Coxe, to fables stray, - 
And vie with Croxall in my notes on Gay; (r) 1 
I could, 


unbecoming and indecent treaties whichever disgraced the pen 
of a man who would be thought a scholar and a philosopher ; 
and I persevere in that opinion, and could be tempted to cy even 
my former note. 3 Mr. K. had better have kept to his Princiaia, 
A, B, I, A, Xx. (See his Greek alphabet.) I hope he will 
do better in future; and spare me more trouble, I am as tir- 
ed of him as he can be of me. As Mr. Knight is a Member of 
Parliament, I must fairly tell him, that if he is appointed Chair. * 
man of any polite poetical Committee, and any more * reports = 
. ProGRESS, and asks leave to sit again, the motion will be ne- 
gatived by the whole houze. (1796.) | 


(4) © Vitreo bibit ille Priape.” Juv. Sat. 2. v. 96. See 
Mr. Knight's Essay on the Worship of Priapus, and my note 
on it in the first part of this Poem. | | 


(q) Soon after Mr. Gibbon had published the second and 
third volumes of his Roman History, the late Duke of Cumber- 
land accidentally” met him, and intending to pay him a great 
compliment said; How do you do, Mr. Gibbon, I see you; 
are always at it, the old way, cribble, scribble, icribble.” There 
are various Judges of historical writing, from Quintilian: to 
the late Duke of Cumberland. — Dr. GrLLtzs wrote the His- 
tory of Greece, &c in àa manner quite d ferent from Mr. Gib- | 
bon. But, according to Pliny's good-humoured observation; 
Historia quoquo mods acrihta delettat. 


—— 


t. See the Fir Part of the P. of L.—I have been told that 
Fivz Guineas is the price of The E5:ay en Priaſus, if a copy is 
at any time to be scld, | 


( 78 ) 


T could, like Seward, if for scraps you call, 
Turn publick bag-man, () train'd inWalpole's stall; 
Or to Cythæron, from the Treasury, move, 

And, like Sir James Bland Burgess, (?) murmur love; 
| | | Could 


(49). The epithets in the verse are designed to characterize 
the turiting of Dr. Gillies. There is some learning, great dili- 
_ gence, attention and application, but no marks of genius or of 
strength in his compositions. Sed tamen in hretio. And I wish 
them to be $0, as the Doctor is a man of good intentions, 
a passable scholar, and of respectable character. 


(r) Fables by John Gay, Ilastrated with notes by WiLLIam 


Coxe, M.A. F.R.S. F. S. A. Rector of Pemerton, Prebendary 


of Sarum, Domestick Chaplain to the Lord Bishop of Salisbury, 
late Fellow of King's College, Cambridge, Member of the Ime 


perial Economical Society of St. Petersburgh, and of the Roy- 
al Society of Sciences at Copenhagen, Chaplain to H. G. The 


Duke of Marlborough ; &c. &c. &c. (1796.) What will Mr. 


Coxe write next? Io be sure Addison did gravely comment 


on Chevy Chace. I am not inclined to make any other com- 
parison.. (1 796.) . ; 


(s) See (for they are very entertaining but very dear) Mr, 
Seward's Anecdotes of distinguished persons, & c. in four vo- 
lumes. I prefer Mr. Seward to every compiler of anecdotes, 


except the Hoy, Mr. Horace Walpole, now Lord Orford. 
A visiting library is very cenvenjent and pleasant to otle's 


EAR (1796.) 


9 I allude to Sir James Bland Burgess's 8 poem, entitled, 


- 


The Birth and Triumph of Love,” accompanied by the pret. 


Liga 


Co 


& 79) 
Could furnish feasts for each Parnagsian prig. 
A Florence goose, three ducklings, and one (v) pig; 
| With 


* 
tieſt little designs of the Anoretti alati by one of the fairest, 
most ingenious, and most illustrious hands + in the kingdom. 
Sir James, late Under Secretary of State, is very properly, (as 
all Under Secretaries of State, or Chief Secretaries in the Treas, 
sury, should be, ) attentive to his character, and is particularly 
afraid of the smallest Cupid without @ muzzle. Sir James 
says,“ That boy and that boy's deeds shall not pollute my 
measure.“ St. 1. Now when I consider what Virgil and Tasso 
have 8aid and sung of © that boy and that boy's deeds,” it is 
a little prudiſh in Sir James Bland Burgess, Baronet and Poet,, 
on such a subject to have such fears. A poet may be a little 
playful. But Sir James Bland Burgess is right after all; there 
certainly Should be none but the mos? virtuous persons about 
Secretaries of State, and in the precincts of the Treasury, though 
now and then a straggler of another deseription will be found, 


notwithstanding the unremitted diligence and undiverted at- 
tention of George Rose, Eſq. 


* 


| nant "3 
(v) 48 gen, „ Ne. — Bee a publication, emitled, s an Aww 


Ode to an Eton Boy, Three Sonnets, and One E pigram:“ dy 
William Parsons, Esq. This gentleman i is the falrest of all Mr. 
Gray's Criticks : he even allows the 5uperiority of his genius. 
and gives his own verses in Mr. Gray measure. The ebliquity. 
of the E 0 oy the D N en, © is rometimes unac- 


. 


ceanteen, | N ell . 
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* * 


With Spartan pye (x) lull England te repose, 
Or frighten children with Lenora's (y) woes: 
I could _ | 


- 


* 


OCTA- 


(#) Spartan Pye.—Mr. Pye, the present poet Laureat, with 
the best intentions at this momentous period, if not with the 
very best poetry, translated the verses of Tyrtzus the Spartan. 
They were designed to produce animation throughout the king- 
dom, and among he Militia in particular. Several of the Re. 
viewing Generals (I do not mean the Monthly or Critical) were 
much impressed with their weigit and importance, and at a 
board of General Officers, an experiment was agreed upon, 
which unfortunately failed. They were read aloud at Warley 
Common, and at Barham Downs by the Adjutants, at the bead 


of five different regiments, at each camp, and much was ex- 


pected, But before they were half finished, all the front ranks, 
and as many of the others as were within hearing or verse-shoty 
dropped their arms suddenly, and were all found fact a I (+) 

74 | Marquis 


4 4 


„ 


(/) Certain kinds of ferry and writing (to which I have been 


too much acrx;camed) may be added to the number of the 
Try Aywyz, or Seorifics, which great medical writers aſſirm 
to be, accustomed note, motions, & c. & c. in short the Taos r 
Turnbeu. The acute physician AxET#vs thus speaks:— Tru 
aryer/a engo Ta Funn . Nato wev d & a KATAXMG Gy 
wa ey Oahacon Tepipopt, tou aryrarhew N, Halt KUPLETWY KTVEOS, 
Ansa Te Coukog—xtTh. Aretzi De Morbrs Acutis Cap. 1. p. 75. 
Boerhaave 1731. The whole passage is uncommonly eloqueot 
and sensible. My medical readers, will thank me for point- 
ing it out. Aretæus, is perhaps, the first det criptive painter in 


his art. Such accomplished scholars as the venerable Dr. ' 


Heberden, Dr. Glynn, Sir George Baker, Dr. Turton, Dr. 
Milman, Dr. Littlehales, Dr. Vivian, and a few others, ( Agel- 
fineo nomin” digna chore) will confirm my opinion. | 


Is t 


? „„ Nr 


OCTAVIUS. 


Do what) —where will your vaunting reach? 
Is this a prelude to your parting speech? 


AUTHOR, 


Spare, spare ; till time subdues a poet's rage | 1 

With blast autumnal, or the damp of age. 2 

What poet will refuse to drink, or sing, ' 

Since Helicon-is now an Iris spring? 

All thirst alike 5 which made Sam johnson think: 

That no man visits, where he cannot drink. ( ») 7 
F Why 

Marquis Townshend, who never approved of the Dh 5 


vith his usual pleasantry, that the first of all poets observed 
that © Sleep is the brother of Death.” (1796.) | 


) A tale from the German, translated by the Laureat, 
H. I. Pye, Eq. by J. T. Stanly, Esq. M. P. &c. &c. &c. &c. 
a sort of Blue-Beard story for the nursery. Iam ashamed to | 
think, that the public curiosity (I will not 'say, tagte) Should 
have been occupied with zuch Diablerie T. udexque, * | 


() Dr. Johnson's character of the Irish hospitality, in Pb: 
of his letters or among the Borwelliana, I forget which. 


& 0 © @, V., V | > XJ ' o, VS G& 
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Why should I faint, when all with patience hear, PiT 

And Laureat Pye 5ings more than twice a year? (yy) (As 

ters, \ 

dom 

* 106 vc. tas ga coura, 

Truce with the Laureat. af th 

17953 

. 1 : 32 | tion, | 

AUTHOR. 4 

| | . been 2 

5 know] 

wi a I 

'Tis but what I think 4 

For once I hop'd to see the title sink I vou 

a , 1 F R | | the Lo 

While piety and virtue grac'd the throne, TP 

And genius in lamented Warton shone: the M. 

$ 10 G16 = . 137 | | "= easier 

Aye, while Britannia cries from shore to shore, Romay 
AvevsTvs reigns; *MmcENAs is xO MORE. 

| . Pita 

| $11? Its 4 These 

* 6 : They Scarce can bent their nme 1 tciee a 8 general 

said Pope, Ve could in these times bear our harmless fluttering words e 

birth day deer batter than te Hes ore in the 180 bus stu- 

4 magnifi 


} 217 T7 


( 83 85 


PrrT views alike, from Holwood's wallet brow,” . : 
(As near-observing 2} friendship dares avow) | | / 
F 2 The 


(z) I must own, that unless the Province of encouraging Let« 
ters, which should belong to the great, is adminigtered with wis- 
dom and discretion, it is more desirable that there were no en- 
couragement at all, In confirmation however of my opinion 
of the minister, I refer the reader to a pamphlet published in 
1795, entitled, ©. Friendly Remarks on Mr. Pitt's Administras 
tion, by a Near Observer.“ It is written by a man of fortune, 
independent spirit, and the principles of à gentieman. It has 
been ascribed to M. Montagu, Esq. M. P. and it is, I believe, ac- 
knowledged by him. He boldly tells the Minister of his fault, 
namely, an improvident and systematick contemfit and neglect of all 
ability and literary talents, ** They had no poet, and they died.“ 
I would by no means apply to Mr. Pitt what Spenser said of" 
the Lord Treasuret Burleigh, once Chancellor of the University 
of Cambridge, because it would neither de true nor just. But 
the Muse of satire may, with more respect and delicacy, win aa 
easier way to the region of his sensibility in the words of a 
Roman poet; | | TH 

FELIX CURARUM! cui non. Heliconia cordi - 3 

Serta, nec imbelles Parnassi e vertice laurus; 

Sed viget ingenium, et magnos accinctus in usus, 

Fert animus gzascungue vices / 
These are the virtues of a minister in times of change, and of 
general cohvulsion, History indeed may say of Mr. Pitt in the 
wordt of Tacitus, H. 4. S. 5, *Incenron ILLuSTES altiori- 
bus studiis juvenis admodum dedit, non, ut plerique, ut nomine 
magnifico segne otium velaret, d guo firmier adverus fortuita - 
RuMPUBLICAM 


ies 


— 


( 84 ) 
The fount of Pindus or Bœotia's bog. 


With nothing of Mzcenas, but his frog. (a, 


* — — — — 
—— — 


OCTAVIUS. : 

REMPUBLICAM CAPESSERET.” 1 might proceed and describe 

him as O d conter/itor, recti pervicax, constans adversvs 
metus;“ but I cannot pursue him through the integral charac- Ca 
ter of Helvidins Priscus, because I conceive Powes, and not M 
FANE, to be the principle of this mighty minister of Great Bii - m 
tain, | H 
a 
(a) In the time of Augustus, during the administration of T 
Mzcenas, that Minister's seal, bearing the figure of a FROG, by 
was annexed to all -ocy-bills, IT mention this anecdote as cu- Wi 
rious, and perhaps not generally known. It is recorded in the for 
37th book of Pliny's Natural History, ch. 1. AZerenatis re 
RAN A, od collaticnem fecuniarum, in magno terrore erat,“ I also na 
refer the reader to the Duke of Marlborough's Gems, vol. 2. be 
: engraved privately, and the elegant Latin descriptions of them wh 
by the Rev. Dr, Cole, late Fellow of King's College in Cam- He 
bridge.—Nothing is so like as one Minister to another in this re- sta 
spect; but it is difficult to refrain from remarking, that Frog: evi 
were one of the plagues of Egypt. it: 
1 the 

Though Mr. P. Ace money, yet I wish he would give more ' 

ettentien to economy, private as well as publick, than he has done. ” 

He is deserving N much censure in this respect. He seems to 
have forgotten what Mr. Burke once thundeted in the ears of cle 
one of his Predecessors, in the H. of C.{Lord North) Magnum 1¹6 
ent VECTIGAL Parlimonia.“ : 3 dia 


Vet cher whinh dc c, 
e, Le c ek > 


* 


( 8s } 


OCTAVIUS. 
Mere spleen to Pitt; (5) he's liberal, but by stealth. 


Kg: AUTHOR. 


(5) Octavius is wong. I am neither a personal nor a politi- 
cal enemy to Mr. Pitt. I think him a powerful and efficient 
Minister, eminently adorned with natural gifts and endow- 
ments, and solemnly marked out and elected to his great office. 
He has talents to conduct, to persuade, and te command. He is 
a sCholar; I Enow him to be such, and a ripe and good one. 
The low passion of avarice has no root in his mind; but the sin, 
by which the angels fell, rages ia him without measure and 
without controll. To tell a minister, that pride was not made 
for him or for any man, because he has nothing which he has not 
received, would be to argue a gross ignorance of our fallen 
nature, He has no servility ia him. Firm, constant, and un- 
bending, he has the principles of a man, who knows and feels 
what is demanded of him by his country, He comes into the 
House of Commons, not to bow, but to do the business of ths 
state, and he does it. There is not a subject presented to him, 
even casually, in which his ability is not conspicuous. He treats 
it as if it had been the subject of his continued + meditation. In 
the conduct of the French war, he, his colleagues, and his allies 

have 


* 
1— 


— 


+ In this respect Mr. Pitt always reminded me of Themisto- 
cles, as recorded by the great historian z ** Oui Evert, Puorus 
ie · duvatiei, (ererN; Os Cpaxuriiri, xPHTIOTOS dn qͤros GUTWOX 6+ 
dia Se r dee: Thucyd. Lib. 2. Sect. 138. 


* 
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AUT H OR. 


Yes, and he spares a nation's inborn wealth, 


Another 


have been ell found wanting; but in the principle just, if not 
steady.—I will add, that in respect to ferional individual gratifi- 
cation, | regard Mr. Pitt as THE MO T FORTUNATE MAN upon 
record, Called by the circumstances of the times beyond hu 1 an 
control, and by events not in the wildest range of expectation, 
he was placed, almost without his seeking it, in the highest pub. 
lick station. He passed at once to the innermost of the temple, 
without treading the vestibule. In the bloom and vigour of bis 
faculties, (for he bore the blossom and the fruit at once and in 
the prime of life, when every thing can charm that which can 
charm the most, Powzs, was voluntarily offered to him, ac- 
eepted, confirmed, continued, and established by his King and 
by his country. His faults, his follies and bis bismishes, (for 
he has all) might be eacily removed, but I think he will not remove 
them. He felt at once, as many have done, the highest ability 
in himself; and he found, what is denied to most, a full and ade- 
quate exertion of it in high office. My hope and earnest prayer 
is, that the termination of his political lahours, and the result of 
this just and tremendous war with the Republick of France, 
may be finally to establish ** Glory to God in the highest, and 
„on earth peace.” —Is this the language of an enemy? 1 
respect, nay, I would defend him: I wish him a long continu- 
ance in omce: but I ve,, can entertain a PERSANAL regard or 


affect lia for Mx. Prrr. (1796.) WT eee 


* 


F 
8 


(#7 ) 
Another Adam (c) in ceconomy, 
For all, but Burke, (d] escape his searching eye. 
Stiff from old Turgot, {e) and his rigid school, 


He never deviates from this wholesome rule; 
« Left 


(e) Adam Smith, the great writer on and pk 
from whom Mr. Pitt learned his art. 1 2. 


(4) This is not mentioned as a censure on Mr. Pitt for his 
liberality, for I think the whole of his pension merited by Mr. 
Burke. —Oa this subject, I may say, that in“ My. Burke's Ler- 
ter on the Duke of Bedford's attack on Him in the House of 
Lords,“ I perceive genius, ability, dignity, imagination, and 
Sights more than youthful poets ever dreamed, and sometimes 
the philo:ophy of Plato and the wit of Lucian, But what I 
esteem most of all, I hear again the warning voice of ONE who d 
the apocalyfse, and rirsT cried aloud in England and to all the 
inhabitants of Rurope, I cannot describe the whole composi- 
tion better than in the words of that Poet, who would have been 
proud to record the workmanship of EDuunůU Buxks. Bren- 
tes, Sterofies, and Pyracmon, it will be allowed, have all had their 
Share in the fabrication of this informatum fulmen. 


« Tres imbris torti radios, tres nubis aquosæ 

Aididerant, rutili tres ignis et alitis austri; bs 4; 
Fulgores nunc terrificos, sonitumque. metumque 7 

Miscebant operi, flammis que sequacibus iras. (1796,) 


(ec) Mr. Turgot, ci devant Controller General” of French 


Finance: the founder bay the en We School. — Medern 


; State 
6 r 
+ Virg. Xn. 8. v. 429. | 


( 8 ) 


* Left to themselves all find their level price, 
* Potatoes, verses, turnips, Greek, and rice.” 


OCTAVIUS. 


Strange times indeed to banter on finance; 
Pray, if you call him frugal, think of France. 


AUTHOR 


Wel, PII be brief; with France he must contend; 
There 1 will own, and feel myself his friend, 
And sing with Burke's or Maro's borrow'd fire, 

. , Arms and the ns” till anarchy (/ expire. 
| Seditjon” $ 


State Oeconomy seems to consist in spending or Wer 
the greatest Possible sums in the least possible time. 


Till anarchy expire.“ Inthe just and inevitable, but most 
fatal and most tremendous war in which we ace engaged, and in 
which all Europe has bled, and yet bleeds in every vein and ar- 
tery, the first object we look. for is, @ stability of heace. But no 
stability can as yet be found in all the convulsive /abowrs of the 
sanguinaty nation. That modern Gallick Julia has done no- 


thing but conceive one mis-shapen lump aſter another, 
| EXD ah in 


Ir 


O 


689 ) 
Sedition's crew is bound; the gloomy band 
In chains of penal silence musing stand, 


Or doom'd in classick g/ impotence to rave 


Their ceaseless round, within the smouldring cave, 
The 


in the fœculency of her political womb; conception upon con- 
ception, abort ion upon abortion: and what can we say, 


Cum tet abortivis facundam Julia vulvam 
Selveret, et piatruo itmiles effunderet as. 


We must, I fear, yet wait a season; (May 17961) and whatever 
we have paid, or must still pay, must be considered as the 
avriurpoy, the great price of delivery and redemption from 
Slavery, revolution, French anarchy, and the disruption of so- 
cial order; when the earth is bursting asunder, and hell yawn- 
ing from beneath; or in language, which Edmund Burke alone 
could reproduce in English, | 

Ava frown ex Callpay ng, Guts Te Youveueys T apraps. | 
And what wonder? It is Longinus who speaks of Homer,$ 


(1796.) 


(2) Since the passing of the Bills (in 1795) against treason, 


seditious meetings, assemblies, lectures, harangues, & c. John 
| Thelwall 


I Juv. Sat. 2. v. 32. 


t We most say the 5ame now, Dec. 31, 1796.—We have a lit 
tle more hope now, August 1797,—lt has zow again vanished. 
(November 1797.) | 


Long. de Subl, Sect gs 


| 


( 99 ) 
The dark Vulcanian chamber, whence they strove 


To forge and hurl the bolts of Stygian Jove. 
OCTAVIUS. 


Nay, if you thus proceed, I'll read the bill, 
In Hatsell's (4) clerkly tone, clear, loud, and shrill, 
And 


Nelwall read during the Lent season, 1796, what he termed 
Classical Lectures, and most kindly and affectionately pointed 
out the defects of all the ancient governments of Greece, Rome, 
Old France, &c. &c. and the ceuses of rebellion, insurrection, 
regeneration of governments, terrorism, massacres, and revolu- 
tionary murders; without gie /cast hint or application to England 


and its constitution. Shewing how the Gracchi were yreat 


men, and so, by implication, the Bedfords, the Lauderdales, &c. 


—— must own, Ifear nothing from such Lectures. 


(4) John Hatsell, Esq. the very learned, polite, and respect- 
able Clerk of the House of Commons. 1796, —This accom- 
plished gentleman has lately resigned his office, with that pro- 
priety and discernment of time, and circumstance, and of the 
etatis intidiæ, which has uniformly distinguished his very use- 
ful and honourable life in publick office. Quando ullum inveri- 
ext harem! The illustrious Speaker of the H. of C. the Rt. Hon. 
Henry Addington, (neither inferior nor second to any states- 
man in that House in temperate eloquence, accuracy of know- 
tedge, and soundness of understanding) announced Mr. Hat- 

' sell's 


And Jekyll's ( comment too. Ai 21.1 
} | 


* 
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AUTH OR. A) 


Pray, heav'n, forbear : 
Come then, I'Il breathe at large ethereal air, 
| Far 


sell's intended resignation in a manner which did honour to the 
sincerity of his friendship, and to the sense of the loss of to able 
a servant of the public k. The House was unanimous in their ap- 
plause. Mr. Pitt seconded the Speaker, and pronounced also 
his testimony. But it is sufficient to say, Mr. PitT gfote, 
when that Rt. Hon, Minister thinks proper to assume the lan- 
guage of commendation.— Mr. Hatsell has given a most judi. 
cious work“ to the publick, which all senators will do well to 
consult frequently. Mr. H. will excuse me for adafiting to 
him in this resfiect a ſew words from Quinti:ian. Monumenta 
rerum posteris quærentibus tradidit. Frequentabunt . ejus 
« domum optimi juvenes, et veram viam, velut ex oraculo, 
« petent. Hos ille formabit, ut vetus gubernator, littora et por- 
« tus, et quid secundis flatibus quid adversis ratis poscat, doce- 
« bit, et communi ductus officio et amore quodam operis.“ 
Quintil. Lib. 12. c. xi, s. 1—Mr. Hatsell will not suspect the 
hand which has paid this tribute to his character and his merits, 
(August 1797.) 


* 


—— * rr eie TEC 
* Precedents of Proceedings in the H. of C. with observa- 
tions 4 volumes 4to. ; 


1 


Far from the bar, the senate, and the court, 


And in Avonian fields with Steevens sport, 
(Whom late, from Hampstead journeying ( to his 
Aurora oft for Cephalus (/ mistook, [ book, 


What time he brush'd her dews with hasty pace, 
To meet ſm the Printer's dev'let face to face :) 


With dogs (u black-letter'd for the Stratford Hunt, 
Thick-flued and coated *gainst the public brunt ; 
For 


i) There is too much of pertness and self-sufficiency in Mr. 
Foxeph Jetyll's remarks; and I do not apprehend that his witti- 
cisms will ever shake a minister like the Rt. Hon. William Pitt, 


- (#) He used to leave his Tusculum, the seat of Steevens and 
of wisdom, at Hampstead, between four and fiveo"clock every 
morning, to revise the proof sheets of the last edition of Shaks- 
peare, 1793, in 15 vol, 8vo. at his friend Reed's chambers, 
I heard of nothing else at the time. 


(4) *Hunc ne pro Cephalo raperes, Aurora, timebam. 

| Sappho to Phaon. 
Twill own, I was always apprehensive for his safety and purity 
80 very soon in the morning, on Primrose hill, © earth's freshest 
softest lap, but notwithstanding these early freaks, the youth is 
still safe, as I hear. 


_ (mm) To meet—zhe Sun upon the upland lawn.” 
Gray's Elegy. 


_ See the first part of the Pursuits of Literature. 
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( 93 ) 
For well I mark'd them all (o) with curious heed. 


OCTAVIU __ 


() I termed the Commentators on Shakspeare out of mere 
pleasantry, ** black-letter digt.“ But if among there scholars, or 
in any other descrifetion of the learned, there should be found 4 
MAN, who, with the grace of exterior accomplishment, or the 
fulsome semblance of it; with the gifts of fortune, and the rank 
of a gentleman ; with a strong devotion to literature without 
remission and almost without example; with acuteneſs of mind 
and extensive classical erudition; who, I say, should so far forget 
himself, as to practise arts which would disgrace the meanest re- 
tainer to learning: such A MAN should be found, with fair 
professions and obliging attentions, simular of friendship but 
at the bottom false, hollow, designing, and malicious; who 
jealous of every little advancement or lucky diſcovery, even of 4 
frefessional artiit, should strive to depress the efforts of strug« 
gling laborious merit, or to blast the rival ingenuity of his 
learned contemporaries; who should inflict a wound with more 
than Parthian dexterity, and yet be studious of frequenting the 
company of men of character to countenance his own; and 
finally, who should collect and scatter around him the wiras 
lunare, the vaporous drops that hang in any region of infeetion, 
that the objects of their influence might feel the blast of the en- 
chanter, and know not whence it comes. /, I say, $Uca 4 
MAN should be found, I shall not name him, and it is not for 
him to lay bare his own conscience by a foolish, appropriating. 
indiscretion. I have only sketched out at present zuch a cha- 
racter in rote; and all I shall say further is, may He, F sven 
A MAN exist, strive to wipe out such actions by more than 


literary 
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i 
\ 


Not all: you pass'd the grave laborious (%) REE D, 
Friend to most traders in researches quaint, 
Layman or priest, the sinner or the saint; 


Farmer he loves, and Steevens will receive, 
Though not Mie( i) Masterre(ꝗ) Ireland, by your leave. 


(He 


literarv contrition, and deeply feel and know that he has lived, 
throughout the course of a life not inconsiderable in its dura- 
tion, under a fatal error and a wretched abuse of time, learning, 
falents, and accomplishments.— This character is left on record, 
like any of La Bruyere's, without even the chadow of a name, It 
shall ever remain znaþfprofriated by me. (1796.) 


C4) Isaac Reed, Esq. editor of Dodsley's old plays, lately re- 
published ; a gentleman of learning, information, and inge- 
nuity, and greatly respected. I mention this gentleman witl 


particular pleasure. 


% Alluding to the uniform and constant reduflication of 
the old spelling of every word in Mr. Ireland's new Volume by 
Shakspeare. Masterre for master, bye for by; brotherre for bro- 
ther, & c. & c. 


7 ) The possessor and editor of the MSS. asserted to be 


Shakspeare' S; from whose effcine in * street, issued the 
3 


In 


cei\ 


695 

He laughs to see our new Salmoneus stand, 

(His mimic thunder rattling o'er the Strand,) 

On fiery coursers from Olympia's plain, 

Tossing the torch, in sov'reign splendor vain, 
Command the world's prostration from afar, 

« SHAXSPEAREand Jovxꝰ gray'don the burning car 
In letter'd. radiance? n | 


AUTHOR. 


Hold : now 1s it well, 
In strains like these of mannscrifts to tell? 
Of notes, bonds, deeds, receipts, fac-similes, 
And all that lawyers feign for proper fees? 
Monks 
tragedy of Vortigern, claiming to be the compocition of Shak. 


speare, acted in March, 1796, at Drury Lane Theatre, and ro- 
ceived in ck a flattering manner +, | 


Sævus ubi Aacide telo jacet Hector, et ingens 
Sarpedon ! 


MC 


a” 1 


. 


T 1. e. -n by Box, Pitt, and Gallery. 
1 Vir. En. i. v. 99. 


= 
* 


( 96 ) 
Monks and Attorneys may engage Malone : 


Annivs, (r) or Ireland, (s) tis to me all one. 


Give me the soul that breathes in Shakspeare's page, The 
Strength from within, the unresisted rage, ; Tha 
The thought that stretchꝰd beyond creation's bound, But 
And in the flaming walls no barrier found, Wit 
The pen he dipt in mind; (55)—PII hush to rest All 
The little tumults of a critic's breast. The 
| alt 

What though no Vatican unbars the door, $9. 


No Palatine to Ireland yields it's store, 
Treasures he has, and many a prouder tome 
Than kings to Granta gave or Bodley's dome. 
EN | Pages 


e Annius was a monk of Viterbo in the 15th century, and 
celebrated for many forgeries of ancient manuscripts and in- 
seriptions. See his Scventeen Books of Antiquities, It may be 
proper to observe, that mere vanity was his motive; he never 
zolicited any 5nbscri/ition for i ancients. | 


(s) See (for you may) all the farrago of which Mr, Ireland 
possesses the originals, numerous beyond any boſs 7 I will not 
attempt to describe them. (1796.). 

(58) Tor Ov, yonupares mw, Toy D amoopexay e 
| Nev. Suidas de Vet. Auct. i | 


(97 ) 
ks Sia #1 P c. 
Pages, on bie the eye of Sha padre t bor d. 


TY 


$tiz CAL 1) 


The notes he mide; the readings he Greta,” 
„ — 125 HS IH UTC 


The very gibes he <crib8ied, and the joke 
; LAG 0} 297TH 4 h . 
That from t e laughing Bard on margins b bro 'y : 
gu £9 14 «a :1£ { i 14h 
But where's the dark array, 1 c = — p ain, e 


>W 2.2018 Aten nos bs „ 5150 17 
With many a moulPring venerable stain? 


C2023 Den SH TRY aig NN 

All fed a * opens to our views. 
15 2 6b 3B al. us; ginn AA 
The shield is scower'd, and the books are new: (x) 


In her own hues great Nature best is seen,“ 
Sq Jreland WTO and mage the black-1Qne. Gap. 
ets 2 2$YiL * * A LOTT 3 $1 Jug Eg 


N rad {LL a. Agod 41107 20... 33400260464UVE. 


010 Mr. — azzerts that he has the wry library. ene 


with his signature, his notes and remarks, &c. in the margin 
of the bag all i A Sh land. HH . | 7 10500 1 ot} 
(x) Mr. Ireluad has not'thoughtproper to procerve Me hooks 
of Shakipeare's Library. in their origipal and cprious old b 
binding, (as ould ha 1 n Ke bat) le ide Burke's 


Aged by Dr. Cornelius een be, has s] i ted them well, "I 
and made them all new ; and with singular felicity has re-bound e | 
| them ALL in GREEN morocco N. B. I have written this whole... 

passage in the Foem and the bg 0 ferfetuate the, memary of 4 

this extraordinary event in literary hist which eme to. de 

passing into er e thin 2 any | Shbject relat relating 


to Shkiper should be wholly disregarded, (1796. 


r 


( 98 ) 


ternal verdure bloom i in Shakspeare's grove! 
Where, led by light from heay” n, he oft would rove 
In zolitude and sacred Silence blest; . 


And in the musings of his mighty breast, 
All as he n the volume of the past, PO 
O'er Greeceand Romeone wishful glance v would cast; 
Mourn not, pleas dN. ature cried,theirsounds unknown, 
M6. universal language is your own. 


* 1222 14 QCoHAY I I. i e , 
e is Pal phe 6d üs hr, 
Though but in common with the vulgar ear, 


Without one note, or horn-book ; in my head, 
Ritson” $ coarse trash, or lumber of the dead. 


ny? 


When Aippant 8 and bead ctindeadey's 
Aue give right to science, taste, and sense, 


W 


When modest worth by idle boasting” S roy 
T Nets nor ul then, To n 00 
NM A. Ad V3 Lig 1 See | 


See Mr. Malone's Enquiry 155 a nrie of Mr. 
Ireland's Shakspeare MSS. Kc. which be calls (not i imprope erly) 
* | Fer 9 


"IR * ve ww. v.44 % Fog P e 9 LI 
| „ 4 1 


A. 


* 


(1 
See on the critick, © in his pride of place, 
Laborious Chalmers drops his leaden mace. (yy) 
82 In 


a Vindication of Shakspeare. The subject is indeed rather 
everlaid by the learned critick, but there is much zagacity and 
ingenuity in the treatment of it, and I thiak it is 8ati 
and proves the point. Still Mr. Malone is tos confident and 
prezumptuous, and not always attentive to that politeness of 
character which at least all amatrur criticks should maintain. I 
think Mr. Ireland will now hardly say of these manuseripts 
and original plays of Shakspeare, 

Nunc non è manibvs illis, 

Nunc non ꝭ tumulo, fortunatdgue favilld, 
Nascentur violæ? + 
No, Mr. Ireland, neither wiolets nor GUINE As. Go to bed, 
Basil; good night, go to bed.“ (See the Spanish Barber.) I have 
just read two pamphlets on this subject, the first by Mr. Ire- 
land's ſon, and the second by Mr. Ireland himself. The 
shameless effrontery of TAE Boy, in avowing himself the author 
of these manuscripts, is only equalled by the tender lolicitude of 
THE FATHER for their credit and authenticity. Mr. Ireland 
senior originally tested the whole with his son who, ag he con- 
stantly affirmed, gave the collection to him, plays, receipts, 
drawings, deeds, * white, black and grey, and all the trumpery,” 
but declined namjng the person from whom he received them. 
Mr, Ireland senior now presents us with the testimony of the 
Rev. Dr. Parr, Sir Isaac Heard, Mr. Pinkerton, Mr. Lanreat 
Pye, Mr. Boswell, &c. who all signed a paper (very wizely to be 
zure) 


/ 


* 2 


+ Pers. Sat. . v. 38. 


" 


( 16 ) 
In the wild squabbles of a wordy war, 
Let rabid (⁊) Porson tel, or Sed Parr, (a) 


. 


Wa 


5 ? 
+ 1 


sure) ihat they were convinced of the authenticity of the paper 
What can that prove? The boy's tale is simple; he absolutely 
agserts that he forged the: whole collegtion, and gave the papers 


tv, his. father, to please at once and to deceive him, and the 


world. A very dutiſul and very modest lad! Do we believe. 
the boy i we do, the busineſs is at an end. The Father 


again and again asserts, that ſe is ignorant of the person or the 
place from whence they came, and refers to his son's informa- 
tion. Now he disbelieves his own son, and defends the authen- 
ticity of the papers. Utrrum Horum? In sbart, between them both, 


Father 2 and Son, there appears to me, what the Greeks call a 


Eropyn, a sort of natural | parental affection for these manuscripts, 
which i is very range, and which I cannot explain; but which 
quite zatisfies me as to the nature of their originality. Mr. Ma- 
lone's lea; ning and politeness have not much to do with the 


busigess as à matter of” fact; and the Whole question now turns 


up en this momettöbs Point: “ whether Mr. Ireland or Mr. 
Malone is THE GREATLST £CHOLAR This is what the logi- 
cians call the Reductio D and there the qucstido may 
deep, and Shakspeare oo. Such 2221 as 7 are 00h ö 
from hi 5 monument; e N 

| Ad que A 4 Apo 
Discutienda valent sterilis mala robora ficus, f (Jan, $3 1797) 


— — — 
" "$%\  &; 


pry 
$- See Mr. Ireland* \ farewell pamphlet on Mr. Malone's 
$cholerihip. July 1797. 


m Jur. Sat. 19, v. 134. 


- ——__— r& 


* 


( 201 )) 
Coombe, Travis, Ireland, or whate'er the name, 
The breeding of mere criticks is the ame: 
From royal Phalaris let your yiews-extend 
To Bristol's wizard stripling, and his end. 


Hear Catcott (4) cry, in chearless life's decline, 
Thus Rowley once, and Chatterton were mine. 
G 3 | He 


{ yy) See * The Apology for the Believers on. Ire- 
land's) Shakspeare Papers. | 

« $o forc'd from wind-guns lead itself can f, 

And pond'rous slugs cut swiftly through the sky.“ - - 
Mr. Chalmers is a well-informed, useful, and well-meaning 
writer, but too Jaborious, heavy, and busy in his works, It was 
but a waste of erudition to throw it away on this composition. 
He always has my thanks for his political information ; but I 
wish he had more spirit and a more animated manner. 


(z) Mr. Professor Porson's Letters to Archdeacon Travis 
are conspicuous for their erudition, acuteness, accuracy, viru- 
lence, bitterness, and invective, 


(a) 1 allade to Dr. Parr's Controversy with Dr. Coombe, 
critick and man-midwife, about Horace, It seems Dr. Parr 
was angry that he did not ass ist the little critical man-midwife 
at the labour, „ rite maturos afierire frartus,” Dr. Parr is more 
fond of a Cazsarian operation in criticism, See more in a future 
note to the Third Dialogue of this Poem, 


$ Dunciad, 


( 102 ) 


Fe saw kis Bard by Milles's pond'rous length 7 
O'erlaid, revive in splendor, fame, and strength, 
For B&YANT (c) came; the Muses all return, 
And light their lamps at Rowley's fruitful urn; 
While Cam receiv'd the Bard with all his train, 
S hough Isis turn'd her current in disdain. 

| 8 The 


(3) When T fr: published the first part of this poem (in 
1794) I had casually glanced on the subject of Rowley. See 
P. of L. part I. but since that time having had some leisure and 
more curiosity, I have perused many of the jearned treatises 
upon it. I neither have, nor will have, any thing to do with 
the decision of such a controversy as this, which is even now 
scarcely at rest ; but having the feelings of a gentleman, I was 
struck, as 1 was reading, with the eruel treatment of poor Mr. 
Catcott of Bristol, the «neers e the perdter.r, and the illiberal 
reflections on a plain, curious, honest, and inoffensive man, 
without whose zeal and solicitude, (I speak from the printed 
accounts) these singular poems never would have appeared, 
He seemed to say with justice; | 

Oro, miserere laborum 
Tantorum, mizerere animi non digna ferentis.® 


(33) The edition of Rowley's Poems by the Rev. Dr, Milles, 


(e) No man af literature can pass by the name of Mr. Bzv- 
ax r without gratitude and reverence. He is a gentleman af 
| attainments 


— 


2 
. „ 


® Virg. En. 2. v. 143. 


683 
The Boy whom once patrician pens adorn'd, i 
First meanly flatter'd, (cc) then as meanly «corn'd, 
| G 4 N Drooping 
attainments peculiar to himself, and of classical erudition 
without an equal in Europe. His whole life bas been spent in 


laborious researc hes, and the most curious investigations. He 
has a youthful fancy, and a playful wit: with the mind, and 


occasionally with the pen, of a poet; and with an ease and im- 


plicity of style aiming only at perspicuity, and, as I think, at- 
taining it. He has contended in various fields of controver- 
sy with various success; but always with a zeal for truth and 
a soberness of enquiry. In speaking of Mr. Bryant, I have no 

necessity, as I too often have, to qualify my commendations. 
He has lived to see his eightieth winter (and may he yet long 


live) with the esteem of the wise and goody in honourable re- 


tirement from the cares of life; with a gentleness of manners, 
and a readiness and willingness of literary communication sel- 
dom found. He is admired and sought after by the young who 
are entering on a course of study ; and revered, and often fol- 
lowed, by those who have completed it. Above all, he has 
gone forth in the strength imparted unto him, in defence of the 
holy law made and given by Gop; he has put on the rm 
ve Tevriioy, the panoply from above, and having en- 
larged his mind and sanctified bis studies, he may expect with 
humble confidence the consummation of his reward. | 
NoMEN ix EXEMPLUM SERO SERVABIMUS vo. (1796.) 


(cc) Alluding to the letters written by the Hon. Horace 


| Walpole (now Lord Orford) to Thomas Chatterton, printed 


- * I ww _ OY x : in 


— —— 5 NR 


— — ons _ 


-t Minon ad Patrem v. 120, 


Drooping he ( ad) ad, and lent his little ad, Bir 
The gleanings of a hard and bumble trade: | Ta 
Innoxious man : yet what may truth avail! | Fri 
Blameless his life, and s simple as his tale; | O' 
Each rude enquirer' $ nsering taunt lie en e Al: 
| Contempt or Insült dogs him at his heels, I 188 Co 
No kind support subscribing fondness pours, 
For bim no wealth descends in fost'ring show'rs; 3 
Let be ut to future times reveal d. | Al 
* « The wound a. Vario gave, Tavis heal'd 7 05 | Or 
A. 
Ro now, for moths, and rolls,and parcheentscearch, * 
f le 
Ransack the chest, the closet, or the church; * 
* — the joint associates of A. By 2-1. te mab 
709150 DO 91 4 bas 7 | 03 £ 1 * 7? I 
_ The jest insipid, and the idle guess; by 
* ni „i PAINS e 4 Bind 
* f * 5 ” 485 f par Sb „i 
in some magazines or newspapers. I remember to have seen 
them, but 1 eannot point out at present, the time or date of 
them: 1 think they were written from pn Hill, but I ( 
9 not sure. n+ gra 
2 m 52 x 
(A. e. Mr Catcort. 0 Re poe 
(4. } See Lichop Aiterbury? LES the N fice 
Virgil. I shall add, IATPIKNTATOF, CiAoTweng xa ⁰ d- fort 


erde. gοντ , VEVVGLOSy- Vewv Frophwrnhs, d, di, 
evoeCns, EIL AKPON THE TAIAEIAE enaxu;. 


106) 


Bind, copy, comment, manuscript and print, 
Take from good natur'd friends some useful hint, 
From Bewick's (4) magic wood throw borrow d rays 
O'er many a page in gorgeous Bulmer's blaze; 

Alas, for thee! nor profit hope, nor fame, 


Contempt your lot, and solitary same. 


Go rather and indulge DRAMATICK rages 
All love a publick or a private stage: 


Our nobles now, as layers, will be seen, | 
A duke's chaste daughter or a Margravine z 
Fled is the soft reserve and nicer sense, 


Those primal guards of love and i innocence, 
Unzon'd the hoc like Highland Charlotte clad, 


Ages 


(4) Mr. Bewick, the great restorer of the long lost art of en- 
graving upon wood. I need only mention his figures of the 
quadrupeds, and his plates to Bulmer's edition of Goldsmith's 
poems. Mr. Bulmer is the ingenious printer of Boydell's magni- 
ficent edition of Shakspeare ; a work which, having been uni- 
formly conducted on liberal principles and intended for the ho- 
nour of the country, should be patronised by the Englizh nations 


( 106) 
AUTHOR. 
Why not 4, bare? less shame's in being mad. (e) 


OCTAVIUS. 


Hold :—and o'er female failings lightly pass, 
And may Aglaia ( J 22 them to their glass, 


Connubial glories rising o'er their head, 

As life's domestic happier stage they tread ; 

There may they look, well pleas'd themselves to find 
The guardians, comfarts, teachers of mankind. 


AUTHOR. 


"ta The cen of the present period has warranted the carica- 
tures of the day, particularly one, which is called © The dress 
of ladies as it will be.” TI write in A. D. Seventeen Hundred and 
Ninety Six. Juvenal, who wrote about the year Ninety Six, said 
on a similar subject, Nadus agar; minus cit inland twrftis.” 
Sat. 2. v. 71. e ee he was s ITY the drexs 
of men. 


Aglaia is the name of one of the graces; zhe dictated to 
Mr. Pope the following lines: 
Let not each beauty EVENT WHERE be spied, 
Where half the skill is decently to lid.. ei 
Fhe ladies Should remember that the i „Ae is power. 


1 21 


_— — 


Moral Epistles, Ep. 4. v. 53. 


Il 
11 


* 


| (107) 
AUTHOR, 


Ilisten with delight: that strain again; 
I'll bless the sex. 


.OCTAVIUS. 


Now pass to titled men. 
Mark, as Thalia calls in graceful air, 
The soft patrician of St. James's square 00 
Her 1uftial (4) voice at Blenheim Marlb' rough heard, 
While lyrick Carlisle purrs (ij o'er love transferr'd. 
Nay 


(z) His Grace the Duke of Leeds, one of the very best bred 


men in the kingdom, and the most pens a great patron of the 
drama and Its concerns. 


(4) 4 private theatre often proves a convenient chapel of ease 
to Hymen. Families of rank, distinction, and fortune, will at last 
de convinced, what is the natural and inevitable conclusion of 
boys and girls making love to one another upon any stage, pub- 
lick or private, particularly in 4 frivate theatre. If it termi- 
nates i= marriage, the Fathers and Mothers should not be sur- 
prized or angry, If the end of it, is intrigue; if the girls are 
debauched, and the boys come into life with the manners and 
morals of Players, the parents, may be sorry, but it is their own 
work. 


( 108 ) 


Nay Thurlow once, ('tis said) could sing or swear, 
Like Po/yfheme, © I cannot cannot bear;” (&) 


For 


(i) Purrs,—Dr. Johnson says, * to fury is to murmur as 2 cat 
dr leopard in plearure.” I have heard that Lord Carlisle (Que} 
amor travagliato | Sacrifrante) is writing an open entitled, 
« Angelica e Me Doo. Angelica is supposed to be rather ad. 
vanced in life ; and I think her grand - daughter is brought on the 
Stage, —Zvyeroco: 1796.) — The Opera, as it is conjectured, is 
to be dedicated to Tux Ricur HoxnouRABLE Lady TJerzev, in 
memory and in imitation of the gallant and accomplished 
Medoro, as recorded by Ariosto : 

& Della Comedita che qui e data, 
Io povero Medor &c. | 


Ariosto adds, gf the noble Earl, or Count, 
| « Era scritto in Arabico, che 11 ConTu 
Intendea cos: ben come Latino.“ 
O. F. Cant. 23; 8. 108, 


(#) *© Torture, fury, rage, despair, 
« I cannot, cannot, bear.” 
Air (by Polypheme) in gde Serenata of Acis and Galatea. 


PIT 4 wa the. 1 
N 


—_— 


+ If my romantick memory does not deceive me, Sacripante 
was 7ilied\ by Angelica. See Ariosto. But subjects of the highest 
importance are pressing on me so fast, that I am obliged. 70 dig 
miss Lord Carlisle, Lady Jersey, &c, &c. and all the youths who 
are dying for places or for love, in the words of the poet, 
7 js b Ne sono a Ferrad, ne a Sacrihante, RD T i 
mo {2 Sia CARLIGLIo) fer donar pit tim, 
Da lor mi leva it Principe 4 Anglante, & c. 
| O. F. Cant. 12. 3. 96. 


4 


97 8 


( 9.) 
For ah! presumptuous Aris (kk) vrests the prize, * 


And ravishes (/) the nymptt befote His eyes: 
Such 


(kk) Precumptuons Aci. (il e. Mr. Pitt) —1 allude to a circum- 
gtance not generally known ; but which, as I have never scen 
any publick notice of it, these lines are meant to record. About 
two years ago the Serenata ꝙᷓ of Acis AND |GALATEA' (witksome 
violation, I believe, of the fable, and not a little of the harmony 
and of the melody) was performed in Downing Street to à private 
company. The part of Acis by Mr, Pirr, Pehabene, by Loan 
TauxLow, and Galalea, by Loxd LoucnzorRoUGH. Mexzzi 
Syirani, Lond Kenyon and Perrer AxpEx, with a sort of 
Mera Basra U by Eruunxp BuxKE ; the other vocal farts by a 
select Committee of both Houses d due cori. I was not present at 
the entertainment myselfubut was informed, that Mr. Pitt, in the 
execution of | the mm attend to 

| ' Io. f ef wn & © Sir fogmi ze 17 ume 


"% 


% + 3 a 12 a — wh — | EO 4 23 * R * A * n 


- 


* 6— Aft — —— 


Mr, Pixx. Aae, muzical performances on the principle of 
the gods ccd 0 to Plato; but with Apollo, Dionvsus is not 
2 O Sto: vid relpu ref ay hr (some MS. insert 


| _— EA 3 vos, | Tas! Mao ag) ua%i"ATzaAxura 


— 2 vreop r Tas". — Plat. Adagio J. 3. 1 In 
r. inistry, t ous terms of the ExAvo: 
and th 5. B. n d 1 dae ale fand and —1 
a:ed by this great modern artist. The 1 1 (see 


Athenæ 
was much's ieh We ak 4 


+ All the Catholics RR 5 we a _—_ of thew to tell 
us, as the Marquis and Marchioness of Buckingham know to 
thei ou. and thtir companys cot} ihat the Mena Bara' is a nent 


nas Whispered by the priest during a mucical forformance. | 
"Plat: Op. Ed: Sertani. Tom. 27 p. 66 © 


( 110. ) 


Such feats his honour little Pepper (h) saw, 
In all the pride of music and of law. 


AU THOR. 


If truth and joke, though pleasingly, combine, 
What credit will attend. the motley line? 
Where is your trust? 1 


27 20 


OCT AYIUS. 


his aatoeniateres, which indeed he dom does; that the darize 
of Lord Thuriow was quite Polyphem-isbj and fully sustained; 
but that it was impossible 7 do justice to Lord Loughborough's 
diminuendo, when -le died away in the arms of AC1s. 


N. B. Bishop Hurd would tay this note is allegorical, or ele- 
rinian ; the late Mr. Gibbon and Lord Sheffield would as stoutly 
deny it. (Written ia 1796.)—For my own part I think there 
is much eloquent music in these metaphors, which record the foli- 
tical corver tion of LoxD e to Mr. Pitt's party.— 
Ah ! le Grand Opera !!! 


( The Nymph, 5; e. Galatea, I. e. Lord —— ahi 


was more than a Sabine feat i in my opinion. . not 


Mr. Pitt, * 


(m) Little Peha, Le. Sir Richard Pepper Kedem, Kt. Master 
of the Rolls. His legal abilities have certainly been under- 


rated, but I have done ample justice to his muzical foxwers. 


; 2» © == = 


( 111 ) 


OCTAVIUS. 


To this discerning land 
I trust, and laugh: there are who understand, 
If from state farces, when the House is up, 
Some seek the green room and with Kemble sup, 
(For who gainst modest merit shuts the door?) 
Leeds says, so gentle Lælius did before; 
Lælius, in whom each graceful act could please, 
In wisdom mild, and dignified in ease, 
With Terence oft the publick cares would hun · 


AUTHOR. 


fie / | — rei 1936 5” 
4.4 + 6.4 1 4 1 8 3 "= * 


Tzzzxcs and Kemble; the dispute 1 
lever mark d, (deem not the thought severe) 
What bounds, divide the actor from the peer; _— 


Cohfound: them, Il believe 7 — —— * = 
134. 4 


rr 


ber i. 4: ORR 9v6fF, 4498 1412 V5 FI 'fo poke 


Seren Wein dies + 475 FL e 4 e TI 7 4 


6 1 0 
Burke may the right of property invade ; 
Steevens contract the Commentator's trade; 
To Erskine, Kenyon seem a Classick wit; 
Or Paine apologize for holy writ; 
Taz DRAMATIST (i) himself and fame belic, 
And leave the stage for truth and honesty; © ' 


St. Helen's quit his diplomatick pomp ; - 
Siddohs be comick; Jordan sink the R mp; 
Ireland prove Shakspeare; Bentley be Malone; 
Thelyall dread preaching, or high treason, Stone; 
Who hates not Merry, Jerningham may lbve; ' 
And. Gifford Della Crusca's self approve. 


OCTAVYIUS. 


Merry and Gras \—Gifford's right: e 
The very ground is bis and Bavian air... 25 192541 


22 Hon Ny | | ArkROB: 

(* See a 'Poem,, entitled, « The Polite Nramatist of the 
House of Commons in 1795 : a Satire, 2d Ed. with a Post- 
< ecript containing Remarks on the Declaration of the Whig 
« Club on the 23d of January 1796.” Printed for J. Parsons, 
in Pa ternostet Row. Thi poem is recommended to the pub- 
lick on those publick principles, which I consider as of the 


highest importance to these kingdoms, 


— 


rr 


* 


63 ) 


AU THOR. 


No: I'll not seek the tracts his arrows fire 
With light that marks, but marks not to expire; 
The climes he roams, where'er his footsteps sped, 
I pass with caution or but lightly tread, 
Or pleas'd with flow'rs his fancy best can strew, 
Isit, and think I read my Pope anew. (/) 


But grant the stage is noble; I believe 
Greek is plebeian, with Lord (7) Belgrave's leave; 
H | Though 


(7) The RY of the Baviad and the Mxzviad, Mr. Gif- 
ford is the most correct poetical writer I have read, since the 
days of Pope. Upon the whole I give the preference to the 
Baviad after much consideration,, though both the Poems may 
de studied with pleasure and advantage. I have not the honour 
of Mr. Gifford's acquaintance; and indeed, from the nature 
of my nne! 1 n _ 3 zee dim. 1 


(n) A 
man of the present time. At his first entrance into the House 


of Commons in all the honest enthusiasm of his heart, in 
atademick FRA e 


anne ee * frowſa” 


5. e Fe 


( | + 0473 


Though now some high imperial criticks chafe, 


To think not Æschylus himself is safe. F: 
Go to his text: revise, digest, compare, 1 
With Porson's shrewdness, or with Valknaer's care; I 
Then let the learned page once quit your sight, »(R 
L Some Scotch Greek swindling printer (o) steals your A 
right, | 
But be 
from Demosthenes in Greet. This subjected him to the idle and * 
impotent ridicule of the Dramatist of the House of Commons, whose { 
schootboy memory on that occasion happened to be more accurate, M 
Lord Be grave had done no more than I have often heard from 
Mr. Fox himself, who loves and understands Greek, As to the 50 
long and illustrious train of our young nobility and gentry, dis- i 
tinguished for their conduct and attachment to their country, th 
Iwill say with some spirit and animation; 0 
Dii patrii, quorum semper sub numine Troa ect, Bil 
Non tamen omnino Teucros delere paratis, _. val 
Cum tales animos Juvenum, et tam certa tulistis eve 
Pectora ! + X the 
(e) I allude to a transaction which seems to be unwarranta- ( 
ble. Mr. Porson, the Greek Professor at Cambridge, leut bis (I t 
manuscript corrections and conjectures on the text of Aschylus, the 
to a friend in Scotland; for he once had, and I hope still has, was 
an intendion of publishing that tragedian, though it may now be « 
| 56. fn be int 
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e 
But mark, the dea · birds sound the note of doom, 


And venom'd insects (4) cluster round the tomb, 


The Grecian billows foam along the strand, 


In angry murmurs deaf'ning all the land, 


Ranging for vengeance from his native shore, 


ARCHILOCHUS is rous'd, to sleep no more, 


H 2 


be suspended. His corrected text fell into the hands! of the 
Scotch printer Fowlis, and without the Professor's leave or even 
knowledge, he published a magnificent edition of Aschyius 
from it, without notes. I believe my statement is tolerably | 
correct. I hope however that Mr. Porson will not be discou- 
raged, but continue his labours on the Greek Lexicon of Plo- 
tius, as the learned world are in eager expectation of a work 
50 long, and hitherto so vainly, desired,—But, in my opinion, 
the lovers of literature would be infinitely more obliged to him, 
or to any other illustrious critick, for a new edition of the Greek 
Bibliothece of Photius, which abounds with the most curious and 
valuable Excerpta of Writers whose integral works are lost for 
ever. At present it is troublesome even to read the remains of 
the laborious erudition of the Patriarch of Byzantium. 


(4) The tomb of Archilochus was placed on the sea shore, 
(I think in the island of Paros), and the poets feigned that in 
the cavities of the stone, worn away by the waves, a swarm of 
wasps was concealed, ready to avenge the least insult that could 
be offered to it. The subject of Greek learning is carried on 
in the Third Part of this Poem. 


— 


END OF THE SECOND DIALOGUE. . * 


— 
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THE 
PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 


DIALOGUE THE THIRD. © 
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Ex ' ap oioTor an” wha! NEO, 

Aura xinfevtos* © &' mis Nuxti eomws. 

Eser erer ae vewv, warn I" 10% ime, 

Asumn de xnoyyn yever” apyupeoie C1040. 

Ovpna; wev Tpwrov exwyero, xar KYNAL apyes, 
Avrap enur* AYTOICI ee exereoncs afues 


Ba- ale Te Tupzi vexuav xaovro Oajeiais 


Hom, II. 1. 
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PREFACE 


TO THE THIRD DIALOGUE+. _. 


0 F THE 


PURSUITS OF LITERATURE, 


Tavra, navl' 'ynep Than, unep Ths Minding, vd cee Ts 
vuetepa; Tlohmruas, xa T . Noam, xa T1; EutrnOUAs, X04 
T1; Evoeteag, xa T1 Actns, xa mn; Exeuiepiag, Umep Twy 


* Tas ZuwFeporovy, AKPIBOAOT OTMAI KAI 


AIEZEPXOMAL. 7 


IrRESENT the Third Part of this Poem to the publick, 
at the same time that I offer the Second: though I had 
intended to delay it. But some subjects are of an im- 
portance serious and urgent, not to be deferred. Where- 
ever the freedom of the press exists, (and WITH US may 
| | H 4 g that 
+ Firſt printed in May 1796. | 

t Demosthenes, 2 85 3 
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that freedom be perpetual!) I must assert that, LIT ERA. 
TURE, well or iii conducted, 18 THE GREAT ENGINE by 
which, I am fully persuaded, all civilized States must ulli- 
mately be qupported or overthrown. 


It is not enough to say, a book is bulky or voluminous, 
and therefore can have no effect upon the mass of the peo- 


ple, because that opinion is not true. Such a book can 


not only be abridged and dispersed abroad, but a man like 
Thomas Paine, with a rude, and wicked, and daring man. 
ner of thinking, and with vulgar but impressive language, 
may blend the substance of the opinions with his own, 
and in a short popular tract make them familiar and intel- 
ligible to every apprehension. Thus are men Vooled out 
of their understanding, fooled out of their security, and 
fooled out of their happiness: and when they have lost 
every blessing beyond recovery, they look round at each 
other. in a stapid despair, clashing their chains and unable 
to shake them off, and ask, + How has all this been 
* ine out ?“ | 


I am no enemy to the liberty of Secueginnd, and the 
toleration of opinions; ; 1 am for No literary proscri ption. 
But I think it is plainly our interest, as well as our duty, 
(while we yet may ) to strive to support THAT CONSTI- 
TUTION IN CHURCH AND STATE, which has hitherto 
been able to build Us up, and to give us an inheritance, 
or rather the pre- eminence, among all those who have 
been strengthened by policy, or sanctified by revelation. 
What I would contend for also, is this; that among all 
who are worthy to be called scholars or legislators, criti- 
6ism, observation, and watchfulness are peculiarly ne- 


cestary; 


611) 


As ceszary; that men may bear of their common danger, 
by and be admonished to put a few plain questions to them- 
2 zelves; © WHAT-are we going to resign or give up. 


and why? WHAT are we going to adopt, and where- 
fore?” I repeat it, Now, in this our day, while the 


18, bitterness of political death is passing upon almost every 
o- other nation in Europe. When we are opening the 
in avenues to Reform, and to the conse quent inevitable dis- 
te solution of our own government, is it possible that we 
n can for a moment forget the tremendous Republic ? Over 
e, every state, and island, and promontory in Europe She as 
1, tyrant or arbitress. 

I. | | 

t Anzoyzoe OIOS EOEAPOYL 
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From every other state, but England, the sceptre has fallen 
by the arms, or the principles, or the treachery of France. 
What she can effect by war and invasion, that she most 
readily and most willingly accomplishes, But she has 
other means, nor less terrible, nor less certain. The $ub- 
terranean wind of this fierce democracy has force enough 
to overthrow, or to transport, hills and rocks torn from 
Pelorus; (a) and by this explosion they too often have 
perished. In the agony of these reflections language will 

| labour 


+ Callim. Hymn, ad Delum. 125. 


ta) * he or pogo monte, ond” & tronco Polio. c | 
Dant. Purg. C. 447 
Whence Milton took bis famous words. P. I., b. 1, 232. 


— 
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labour, and the images of nature and all her elements in 
conflict and convulsion will present themselves. 


When indeed I consider this great, powerful, and yet 


opulent kingdom, with all it's bearings and dependencies, 


I know not, which to reprobate most, the folly or the 
wickedness of it's internal enemies, and of the desperate 
French faction i in the heart of it's metropolis. When 1 
th: ak on these things, and at the same time reflect, that the 
eyes of a whole nation were or:gznally opened by ONE 
Max, and the systems of internal defiruction and of irre- 
versible misery, which awaited us, were displayed h and 
confounded by His powers, I pardon and forget his ec- 
centricities, and even his partiality for the Romish faith 
and its proſessors, and the heat and violence which too fre- 
quently ard too fatally attend upon the uncontrolled 
Genius of EDbMU NPD BURKE. Sometimes indeed, (it is 
when my heart burns within me) I pour out my thoughts 


by myself in contemplation of xy ©oUNnTRY, Which 'f 


Iove with ardour unabated, and of rt GREAT CITIZEN, 
whom I approach with reverence, in the words of the 


poet: . 


* 
91 6 


Quæ cum magna modis multis miranda videtur 
Gentibus humanis Regio, visendaque fertur, 
Rebus opima bonis, multà munita virum vi, 
NIL tamen Hoc habuisse VI RO PRACLARIUS in ge, 
Nec sanctum magis et mirum carumque videtur. 

F | * But 


— 


$ © Animo vidic, ingenio c:mflexus wy eloquentia illumiua- 
it. These are the words of Paterculus concerning Cicero. 
How natural to transfer them to EDuuxD BUK E! (1796. 


T Lucret. L. 1. v. 728. 
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But still on such a subject, of such a man, and at spch 

a time, I would speak with precision, and admire with 
circumspection. Let us call to mind for a moment the few 
years just past and the transactions, the traces of which are 
felt and visible. I would pass over them rapidly, but 1 
could wish the view to be impressive. We have been de- 
livered from a state of much internal terror and im- 
pending anarchy, and from the confusion of a new poli- 
tical chaos, where all was brute and disorderly; Our. 
constitution, our liberties and our rights, (I fear not 40 
name the word, we have and enjoy them all, RIGHTS 
public and private) all these have been preserved and con- 
firmed. Every rank in society, the peasant, the lawyer, 
the mechanick, the farmer, the tradesman, the private gen- 
tleman, have all felt, and acknowledged, and obeyed the 
paramount call of their country. Peace is within our 
walls, and it is their work. In the higher orders of the 
State, and in the Sovereign, we have seen a gracious beha- 
viour, a common interest, an equal exertion, and a regular, 
defined, limited power. Of such a conduct security is the 
natural production; it blossoms into fruit. But with this, 
though man might be happy, he will not always, or in- 
deed long, be satisfied. He will reach at perfection absolute 
and unqualified. He forgets, that theoretical perfection 
in government and practical oppression are closely allied. 
He will be more than man, and he becomes less. In 
the year 1788 and 89, the visionary prospect from the 
shore of France opened on the eyes of our modern Refor- 
mers. England looked upon these Reformers, and the 
government neglected them. Societies, in the very face 
of an insulted legislature, boldly multiplied, and magnified, 
| 8 
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and consolidated each other. All grew up in silence, 
There was no publick apprehension among the well. 
affected, no distrust. We laughed at metaphysical distinc- 
tions, and idle terms of scholastick art, and revolutiona. 
ry dinners, and republican toasts. It was an hour of general 
and of unaccountable indifference. The great chain of 
posts, and a species of telegraphick communication had 
been established unperceived. The English revolution 
in 1688 was held up to seeming approbation and reverence, 
but in reality to secret or rather to open contempt; and the 
Revolution of France in 1788, was the Revolution which 
they intended to realize and to celebrate. The Reformers 
strove to buy golden opinions of their fellow citizens, 
and to wear them in the newest gloss. The external de- 
coration deceived: the eye. The painted sepulchre was 
prepared and whited wthout, the vault and receptacle of 
all our ancient liberties, and rights, and securities, and 
properties, and common comforts. Still we beheld all 
this, but went our way, and forgot what manner of men 
these Reformers were. At this very hour, when the 
publick mind was darkened that it could not discern, when 
in every quarter of the heaven appeared ER and mist, 
and cloud, and exhalation ; 


La piova maladetta, fredda, e greve, 

{ Regola e qualita (estrana e) nuova) 
Grangine grossa, e acqua tinta, e neve, 
Her Laer tenebroso 5i riversa ; (a) 


at 


——_— 


(a) Dante Inf. C. 6. From what other Poet, ancient or 
modern, could I draw — such expressions? 


68 ) 


at this very hour the morning horizon began guddenly to 
redden. It was the dawn. Then indeed, First Ix ns 
EAST the glorious lamp was seen, Regent of Day!” This 
Juminary was EDMUND BURKE. Light broke upon them 
all. The features of misrule and malignity, of tyranny 
and of oppression, the fabled spectres and hostile powers 
figured by poets and orators, were realized in the spirit; 
of turbulence, dissatisfaction, sedition, rebellion, and de- 
mocracy. But they were seen to be dispersed. The rays 
of the orb were direct, collected, and concentrated: they 
had power to illuminate and to consume. But the course 
of this orb, though marked, was Short. It is set: never 
to return. 1 


ETAEIZ I— M' e Za AAZopeve HH AXIAAET! 
Or le Cu ge aundeeg, ute har. (b) 


- 


Butl must proceed. 

I confess, that I am not such a desperate Jover of win 
is brought to me for abstract political truth, as never to 
make an enquiry into the character of the proposers of it, 
their personal views, and the men and measures with 
which they are connected. I feel myself a member of re- 
gulated society, and I would maintain an established or- 
der. I acknowledge myself a subject of a mild and equi- | 
table government, (though under a most severe temporary 
pressure) and I would preserve that government which 
gives US ALL protection. And when I adopt the great 
rule, chat we should love our neighbour as ourselves,“ 
I have not yet made such advances in the theory of politi- 
cal j justice and in the new wisdom, as coolly to assert, that 

| . 
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+ (August 2797. 
6 Hom. Il. 23. Vo bg. 
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Ii maxim, though possessing considerable merit as a 
popular principle, 2s not Strictly modelled with philoso- 
i phical precision. (a) I have not yet learned to treat the 
Revelation of God, or the institutions of my country, 
with contumely. I have no romantick ideas of virtues 
without motives, and of actions without regulations, 1 
believe it to be a matter of general safety, that crimes 
should be discerned, as well as repressed, by legal sanctions; 
and that the nature of justice and of injustice should be 
declared, taught, and enforced, by law, by religion, and 
by education. Experience has instructed me, and reason 
and reflection have confirmed me in the belief, that Con. 
science may be erroneous; that it is a monitor which 
needs advice, and a guide which often calls for superior 
direction. I look upon justice as the foundation (5) and sup- 
port, but not as the whole of human duty; and I cannot, 
in insulting language, resolve the sum and substance of all 
government and civil society into“ Laws proclaimed by 


Heralds and expounded by Curates.” (cy 
| Yet 


— 
— 


— 


(a) See an enquiry into Political Justice, by William God - 
win. ad. Edit. 8 vo. vol. 1. page 127. 


- 


(b) Auxz 29wy zo32):; BAOPON. (Pindar.) But who calls 
a foundation, a building *—The whole passage of the poet has 
such strenth and grace, when applied to Great Britain, that I 
will present it to our Grecian patriots. * Ouoy dH a0 vo, 
Sevoro's de Oeparrovra, ryvwoopa Tay onCicy Kopie, mTpoBupoy 
Tltrad32v;, . Ev rd ap Eve vate, xooryvi- 
Ta Te, Anz TMuwy , Ca, xa ouorporos Eipavr, 
r,] 2vSP0,01 TNBTE, XPUTERL Maes eveurov Ocjhitos, ae 
UE piv, x0p2 mares patio, Ev de Moo" dbb ,v, ey 8 
Apns vey vu ama aviguy, Pind. Olymp. O. 13. 


0 


11 


627 

Yet do I not speak professicnally. I have no personal 
interference in the church, the law, or the state. But 1 
speak again and again, with earnestness and with since- 
rity, from the mingled affections of regard, fear, and 
hope for us all (and I trust, we are the great majority) 
who yet remain firm, constant, and unshaken by such wri- 
ters as these. Ispeak to all, who have the courage, and 
learning, and ability to repress them, not by force (God 
forbid!) but by reasoning, and by appeals to the under- 
standing, and the social relations of their fellow crea- 
tures. I speak to all who can rescue them from the cold 
unfeeling tyranny of modern metaphysicks, as exhibited 
in the new systems of government and manners, (religion 
they have none) and from nonsense which. must at last 
be found impracticable, when every estate and condition 
of man has been overthrown for their pleasure and expe- 
riments, that these new arbiters, or creators, of human 
destiny may introduce a government without priuciples, 
laws without mercy, and morality without a motive. 


The main point of rest to every empire is the principle 
on which voluntary and habitual obedience. is paid to 
established authority. Half a century is insufficient for 


any new power or constitution to find it's level. It. ig 


indeed miatter of great patience, as well as of deepest 
concern, to reasonable men, to observe what is till car- 
rying on in this country in defiance of every evil which 

| has 


* — 


(e) See Godwin on Justice as above, vol. 2. p. 299. 
Ilæc Ego non credam YVenusind digna lucernd ? 
Hec "go non agitem ? x 

Juv. Sat. I. V. 51. 
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has been felt, and will long continue to be felt, from the 
introduction of new principles among other nations. For 
the sentence of final destruction seems to be now execut- 
ing on the various governments of Europe. 

* Yes, I must weep for you, ye rival vales, 

Arno and Andalusia! but for thee 

More largely, and with filial tears must weep, 

O Albion, O my country! must thou join, 

In vain dissever'd from the rest?“ 
1 trust not in vain. (a) Still the last dispen sation of mercy is 
offered To THIS ISLAND: and it is only to be deserved 

and 


— — 


(a) Historical facts of ancient times are wholly inadequate 
to the illustration of the present great events, but some passages 
are not unworthy of attention. In the 256th year of Rome, 
when the Latins declared for Tarquin, the Canscrint Fathers 
were not terrified, though all their Allies, the Rutuli, the Volsci, 
and other powers deserted them. The Senate was $till bold, 
though Rome had rebellious subjects in the heart of the metro- 
polis, and the State and Constitution were preserved. There were 
men who, like the Tookes and Thelwalls of our days, taught 
the people. un @iogupey ty oe: wndevss auto yas 
K£7%0:19459,” and enforced all the popular arguments of revolt 
and sedition. I refer to the fifth B. of the Roman Antiquities 
of Dionysius Halicarnassensis. Sect. 63, which is curious and 
instructive. But one sentence of this neglected Historian is 
$0 singularly applicable to our own —— © circumstances, 
(August 1707) that it may not be improper to insert it. It 
is from the 62d Section of the 5th Book. ** Oden & Paparu 
TaTevaberes, 5 re mn; 1 Tus MEYAVTE MONEWOY EVELIPOUhE- 

hn, x IIA SAT AJHIETINNKOTAE EYMMAXIKAZE 
EAIIIA AZ, a vais omen; d ˖ i TIGTEVT AVTES (hOVHL;, 
TOMMY τοοοπτνοντνεοονν Tp%; Toy A eyiworro, ws d THY avayrenv 
evOpe; ' ayalo. rp Tus xuvBuves Enofhevor, was EV KATE v 


\ TpaZwoi, Tai ics ape rag xaTopiwoavre; Toy Tozov, ode 


ENVWTIX EY 7915 dos. | 
7 Dion, Halicarn, Rom, Hist. L. 5. S. 62. 
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and continued to us by firmness, tempetance, and piety, 
and by perseverance in the constitution sacred and cwil 
which now ig, without daring to attempt any pretent in- 
novation in theory or in practice. It is indeed by looks 
ing calmly, (not as slaves or bigots, but as wise men,) 
upon those imperſections, which human institutions never 
can prevent, or wholly remove, that we may yet hope, 
under providence; to preserve for ourselves and our pos- 
terity the blessings of cultivated society, in the general 
convulston of Europe. They are beſt secured to us by 
our present form of government and laws, which being just 
in their principle, temperate in their effects, impartial in 
their application, and merciful in their execution, have 
the sanction of time, of wisdom, and of experience. In 
whatever shape French Philos2phy may approach, however 
recommended, or dignified, or disguised, by scholars or by 
ignorant and seditious men, in Greek, in Latin, in French, 
or in English, I would resist and repell it. Whenever the 
machine appears beſore the walls, I shall never regard it as 
the gift of Minerva, but call aloud to try the temper and 
the substance of it, ferro Argolicas fædare latebras, to dis- 
trust the present, and to reject the offer. Let the enemy 
be dragged forth to light and shewn as he zs, and I will 

yet trust that the kingdom and the citadel may stand. | 


The THIRD PART of this poem opens with a playful 
zubject, and it is treated as such. But as the poem ad- 
vances, I must (to use a prophets expression] Shew my 
dark speech upon the harp, and must, now and then per- 
chance, strike the strings somewhat loudly, and descend 
into a more severe and a more solemn harmony. But 
What I esteem to be necessary, that I will declare; and 

+ 242] 54 what 
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what I feel it to be my duty to represent, that I will have 
the boldness to publish. Through the whole course of my 
liſe, in every trying circumstance, and in every wayward 
event, publick and private, I have held fast the concise 
and strong admonition of the poet : 
Tu NE CEDE MALIs; eee to, 
Quam tua te Fortuna Sinet. 


My learning and researches, zuch as they are, I submit 
to scholars; my opinions, my labour, and my services, in 


the integrity of affection, I offer To MY COUNTRY; my. 


errors and defects I leave to publick reprehension, in a re- 
spectful silence. Whether men will hear, or whether they 
will not hear, is not strictly my personal concern ; but my 
intention no man taketh from me. | 


Cone 


THE 


PURSUITS OF LITERA TURE. 


DIALOGUE THE THIRD. ) 
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Maraionoyan Onuax Tpoothrraro EMA uuronihuy, co 
eTiÞbovoy TxXva; oveidos. 


 Athenzi Deipnosophist: L. 14. p. 617, Ed. Carb, 
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OCTAVIUS. 


WI AT then, Shall none remain, to whom belongs 
The care of Attick bards and Dorian songs? (a) 


Shall England | boast no more, in order'd clans, | 

Her owls from Athens and her Delian wan 
| 12 n | Is ; 
9 First printed in May, 1796. | 


(a) The subject of Greek Literature is resumed. Ses the 
conclusion of the Second Dialogue, ; 
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Is no memorial left of ancient fame, 


No dirge funereal, nor one Grecian game? 


robes AUTHOR. 


- 
* 


There is: lo, learned Cletks in sable stole, : 
Graceful in years, pant eager for the goal. (aa) 
Old Noks'zy (5) starts, and with the seventh-form (c) 
| = dit 
In weeds of Grerk the church- yard's peace annoys, 
With classick Węsrevzter) Charley Coo r E, andTEW, (d 
In dismal dance about the mournful yew. 


42 | But 


(aa) I allude to the rage for translating Gray's Elegy into 
Greek verse, by so many combatants for ths prize, of whom 
more in the following notes, | 


(5) The Reverend Dactor Norbury, late one * 1888 
and now one of the Fellows (or old boys) at Eton, publicked the 
first Greek translation of the Elegy. | 


(c) In Eton School there are but six forms for the boys.— 
These Reverend Divines, it deem, se _y taken one Step since 
they left school. | 


(ce) The Reverend Mr. Stephen Weston is a man of great 
classical knowledge, and skilled in various languages. 


OO = tf 
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But first in notes Sicilian (e) plac'd on high, 
BarEs sounds the soft preluding symphony; 
13 And 


(4) Monsieur PELTIER (Editor of the Tableau de Paris, &c.) 
favoured me with the following record and extract, which I 
give in his own French terms, as they are very significant and 
forcible» #& h 

„ Prac Dt La TrapuctiION. 

«© Jean NoxBuxy, Docteur en Theologie, Chanoine et As- 
ge a Eton, Fg? soixante et huit ans. on 

„ ETizxxg Ws rox, Bachelier en Theologie, Abbe, Voyag- 
© eur, Versificateur, ci devant Recteur. Age cinquante ans. 


„ CxarLEs Coorz, f Docteur en Theologie, Doien Irlandois, 
„Ag cinquante et deux ans, selon le registre. | 


% Epovard TRW, Bachelier en Theologie, Chanoine et As- 
« Socie a Eton, Ag cinquante et sept ans. 


« GUiLLOTINEs & la Greeque, 25 Floreal Quintidi, 1796. 
Extrait du Regittre de Ia Guillatine Literaire.” 


N. B. Ic sont montes gur I tchaffaut avec auen de courage; a dix- 
leures et un quart du matin leurs tetts cont tombes.” | 


Extrait du Rapport fait au consEiL Ds ANCIENS, par 
PExecuteur de la haute justice literaire. 


— 


+ P. S. Jai regue une lettre tres obligeante de la part de 
Monsieur Peltier, dont j'ai la plus haute consideration, qui 
m'a informe, qu'il y a une petite meprise dans le Registre au 
sujet de Monsieur le Doctzur Coors, Traducteur celebre. 
Qu'il n'etoit pas Doien Irlandois &, par consequent, grand theo- 
logien, mais Docteur en Droit Civil en Angleterre, eres instruit 


dang 


( 134 ) 


And in sad cadence, as the bands condense, 
The curfew tolls the knell of parting SexsE. 
NaAREs 


(e) Notes Sicilian —Joay BaTes, Eq, as an old Etonian, 
and once Fellow and Tutor of King's College, Cambridge, was 


so obliging as to offer himself as Musical Conductor on the occa- 


Sion. Some persons may think, that the © notes Sicilian” allude 
to the Apyers Zoxehna Tw mev9eos, apyere Macon: but they 
are no musicians, if they think so. Mr. Bates's judgment natu- 
rally led him to adopt the Siciliana for this famous solemnity, as 
it is a movement slower and more marked than the Giga. While 
the Siciliana was playing, the combatants, before they entered 
the lists, approached the Critick's throne moving in a sort of 
measured step. The Rev. Mx. NARESs, (editor of the British 
Critick, and in my estimation, and I believe in that of every ment. 
ber Lincelu't Inn, a gentleman of worth, learning and ability, 
and to whom not the slightest disrespect is here intended) was ap- 
pointed the judge or BpaCzvs on the occasion, and beheld them 
without emotion, though the sight was luxuriant in the extreme. 
O'er their warm cheeks, and rising boomt move 
The bloom of young desire, and purple digit of love. 


—_ — 


p W * -  Þ 4 * 


dons la grammaire Greeque. Monsieur Peltier, avec le zele le plus 
edifiant, pour la verite et avec beaucoup d*onction, m'a prie de 
corriger le registre et la poesie, Ia dessus, et m'a informe, que 
Monsieur Nazes Auteur tres aimable en son genre, et editeur 
de Pouvrage periodique, ¶ Ile Britisch Critick) la voulat aussi 
avec beaucoup d' empressement. Malheureuſement c'est ĩmpossi- 
ble; et j'ai repondũ tres franchement: „Mon cher Peltier, 
quand une fois la tète doctorale est tombèe; eh! que faire?“ 
(Nov. 1797. 


+ Moschi Epit in Bion. v. 1. 5 Gray's Progress of Poesy. 


(ws) 
NaREsS(f) holds the prize, and stops the Doric din, 


ELMSLEY (g) without and RivixcToN within, 


The volumes are arrang'd in order meet, 


And all their ears erect these accents greet : 


I4 1 


Had the combatants been political personages, I would have 
described the whole game, and the characters, and their speeches 
in the poem; but what interest have mankind in a few old Greek 
boys in gowns and cassocks?—I learned early from Cervantes 
the necessity of limitation and frofriety in fiction; though this is 
a mere record of a matter of fact. 


Y) I always admired the 5olemn irony, with which the Re- 
viewers in The British Critick treated this Gracian game among the 
old boys. It appeared to meas if I saw their exercises looted over 
at Eton by Dr. Davies, who said, * Norbury, you have done 
« hretty well; Tew, you had a few faults, but a /irtle more 5pi- 
« it than Norbury;”—** Weston, you have translated with 
« ome elegance, but you have no authority for your genitive ab- 
© ure. Matter Coote, I think you have one false quantity, 
& but it is a doubtful syllable, and I shall pass it this time. It is 
something odd, that a Westminster man (I mean Mr, Nares,) 
should be the Judge of these old Eton boys. A 


(s) Elmsleyt and Rivington, two London booksellers, one 
famed for shrewdness, and the other for orthodoxy. Very pro- 


per 


— — 


+ I know not why I should withhold the Testimonia Doctorum 
to Mr, Elmsley. To begin ;—* Mr. Elmsley, whose zeal for 
„his Author can never be sufficiently commended,” &c.— 


See 


( 136 ) 


Hail my fond masters of the Grecian lyre, 


% Hear a Reviewer's verse yourselves inspire: 
These books are yours, (oh, heed my tuneful voice) 


* Take'em, or (i) damn'em, as best suits your 
choice; 


« For 


per assessors TO THE CarTicx, Mr. Elmsley was 8tationed at 
the door to keep the peace among the combatants, who were ra- 
ther noisy and troublesome from their number. Afterwards 
Mr. Elmsley took his seat with Taz CRITIcx. The place of the 
meeting was the celebrated Musical Room in Hanover Square. 
See a subsequent note. 


(i) Damn'em.—** This (word) is to be understood in a very 


sober and decent seuse. See Bishop Warburton's note on one 
of the concluding lines of Pope's Story of Sir Balaam, Moral 
Ep. z. v. 401. Pope's works edit, Warb: 8vo. vol. 3. p. 269. 

« The 


—{ — — 


See Mr. Bryant's Letter to Mr. Richardson at the end. Hear 
Mr. Gibbon: « Je trouve dans le Libraire Elmslry, un Conseiller 
Sage, ini uit, et discret. Mr. Gibbon to Mr Deyverdun. Let- 
ters, vol. 2, 4to, p. 596. Again: I was froud and happy, if L 
could prevail on Elmsley, to enliven the dullness of the evening.“ 
Ib. p. 653, Booksellers of reputation have been always men- 
tioned with respect; The Scii by Horace, and Thale by Quin- 
tilian: Mr. Torso is recorded by a man of talents,t Mr. Bzc- 
XEr by Sterne, Mr. EuusLsY by Mr. Bryant and Mr Gibbon, 


and finally by his humble servant, the author of the Pursuits of 


Literature. 


t George Steevens, Esq. editor of Shakspeare, in his Preface 
to the Poet's works, 


6c 


( 137 ) 
« For some are new, some foolish, and some old; 
« Some pert in calf, and some in sheets are bold. 


3S 4 


« Twelve British Criticks, new or little read ; 


00 Horsley s chaste sermon, () and his copper head; | 
4 Fri 


« The devil and the Ling divide the prize;” which line the bighop 
with the utmost gravity declares to be a satire only on cuck mi- 
nicters of state, which history informs us have been found, who 
« aided the devil in his temptations, in order to, &c. &c ”” See the 
remainder of the note, or ask Mr. Pitt, or the Bishop of Lincoln, 
Dr. Prettyman.—This it is to be a commentator on a mere 
badinage ] There certainly are books which may make a 
Reviewer or a Divine mvear d little. I readily excuse Mr. Nares 
(as I do Mr. Grubb in the farce) for being a little lan in his 
expressions. Longinus (who gives excellent directions, in his trea- 
tise on the sublime, for wearing to the heit advantage) observes, 
„ Eoriv & To onwoey rivs MOL AI weya, to de wv, xa Trg, 
x24 EP" d Riu, xa Tivo; Evexa.” De Subl. S. 16. The sub - 
stance of which may be this; “ Swearing considered in itself 

and without reference to the matter and the manner, is by no 
means an accomplichment, or a source of the sublime, and mould never 
be introduced, but in the proper place and occasion, and then 
only upon the most urgent motives and for the strongest reasons. 
From all which it appears, that discipline and instruction in 
this art are necessary before a man can wear as a gentleman, a 
scholar, an orator, or a man of fashion. Therefore, no man 
Should ever swear at random in conversation. See the Rev. 
Dr. Longinus's Sermon, as above, in ve; to which the Rev. Mr, 
Nares certainly paid due attention, 


( 138 ) 
Letters from Alciphron {/) to cool love's flame, 
& And prove Greek whoresand English just the same; 
«The 


(#) See his Sermon before the Magdalens, (in 4to) on April 
22, 1795. I wish the Bishop had put an appendix (as the 
fashion is) to explain a little of it, though in some places it is 


very intelligible.— For instance, in the following passage, page 


6. 46 Numberless and ravishing are the beauties, which the 


« —— EYE beholds, in the variows works of creation and of 


T art. Elegant aud of endles; variety the entertainments which 
« are frovided for the EAR; whether it delight to listen to the 
& ;eber narratives of history, er the wild fictions of romance; 
« <ohether it hearken to the grave lessons of the moralist, to the 
4 abstruse demonstrations of science, the round periods of elo- 
« quence, the rightly flauriches of rhetorick, the smooth numbers 
« and bold flights of poetry, or catch the enchanting sounds of 


640 harmony; that poetry, which Sings of (something) ; that 


à harmony which fans (one thing) aud wafts (another) & c. &c.” 


| And as if the Bishop had not been lain enough, he beging again; 
66 Infinite is the multitude of fleazurable forms which” do, as 
before observed. The reader will allow, he never before met 
with so much recondite truth, diversified with such beautiful 
and discriminating epithets. The Bishop might as well have 
id: What a charming place Lonpon is! what varieties 
and entertainments are provided for the eye and ear ! Firs, 
6 there's the House of Lords, then, Westminster Abbey, then 
« the Opera House and the Play-house. There's Doctor 
« Gillies who provides z0ber history, and Mrs. Smith, wild 
« Romance; there's Mr. Pitt with his round eloquence, and Mr, 
« Erskine absolutely fainting in rightly flouriches; there are 

« Scotchmen 


ms a. . '(—hB P , / a _ a 


1 wt _  _ = 


* 
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« The Hymns, that Taylor, (n England's: gentile 
Priest, | 
6 —_ spousal at fair Pychè s marriage feast ; 
© The 


e Scotchmen teaching grave morality and Greek; Dr. Hutton 
with abstruse demonstration how all things made ilemtelves: there 
« is Mr. Jerzingham with his smoo/h numbers, and Doctor Tasker 
* with his Zold flights, Madame Banti at the Opera, and the 
© little children at the Foundling: there are &c, & c. &c.“— 
All this might do well enough at a polite devotional lounge at 
some fashionable warm chapel from a it preacher; but I 
am really ashamed that Bisnor Hoxst ev should condescend to 
write, or pronounce ex cathedra such trivial school. boy decla. 
mation about nothing at all, and then fublich it. Men in high 
station: and of high talents (like Bishop Horsley) should be care- 
ful, very careful, how they lessen themselves by their own words 
and works; as if Bishop Horsley goes on in this styſe, and as he 
has done in several of his 7ater productions, whatever his poli- 
ticks may be, he certainly never will incur the danger of The 


Second Pape. : 


(1) Translated from the Greek by tu n 3 time 
should have been better employed, and who now * are 
rather ashamed of their production. 


(% Thomas Taylor, Translator of Plotinus, parts of Plato, 
the fable of Cupid and Pyicle from Apuleius, Hymns, &c, the 
would-be restorer of unintelligiblb mysticism and superstitious 
pagan nonsense. All that Iamblichus revealed to Ædesius.— 


Mr. Taylor, in conjunction with Dr. N might solve the 
| following 


40 


« The alphabet in Greek by R P. Knight; /») 
Some rules for men to think and study right; 
An Eton foolscap, with the game of goose 
Printed by Pote, types large and cover loose; 
An education sermon, rather long, 


* By Doctor Parr, all in the vulgar tongue ; 
Last, Horsley's master - piece, ( un and merry plans, 


« Tp accent right the goods of courtezans. 
cc Nor 


following problem; Wur rut a Platonic idea, hovering to the 
right on the orifice of chaos, might drive away the squadrens of demo- 
cratical atoms? Rabelais, at the end of book 5. Questions Phi- 
docofehigues. For my own part I am not disposed to go any further, 
as Lycophron. Cassand. v. 14, expresses it, AoZwy eg JieZo0us 
ETWV, | 


() An analytical Essay on the Greek Aljhabet, by R. P. 
Knight,—P. may stand for Payne or Priapus SE in allusion 
to bis Essay on the Worship of Priapus. 


(in) See a treatise on the Prosodies of the Greek and Latin 
languages, dedicated to Lord Thurlow by (Bishop Horsley). I 
allude to the Bickop's Elea Comment, p. 47, 50 universally ad- 
mired, on the Attick Law, Exaipa xpuoiz = Popon Inporiz £0TWe 
My gallantry forbids me to we any accents at all upon these ladies, 
especially since the Bisat has Shewn me, how dangerous it is to 

meddle 


EEE ia, oc a.m TDq HXA@a 


( 147 ) 
« Nor books alone attend the ConqutroR Bard, 
« Him shall await a more sublime reward: | 
Not the coarse joy a Grecian once could feel, 
« Appiles (o) for sauce, or farsley for his veal, 
| | « Or 


meddle with them. In this short passage there are four person- 
ages virtually concerned; Alexander Anlrodisientis, Aristotle, 
Venus, and Bishop + Horsley !!!! I assure his Lordship, I have 
as great an affection, as human infirmity can allow, for an Ox- 
ton, a Paroxyton, or even a Pro-par-exyton Ladies never before 
knew the political i importance of an accent, — While I am upon 
this Episcopal and Cyprian subject, I may observe that Proclus 
has a singular remark in his Chrestomathia preserved by Photius 
(Biblioth. Pag. 984, Ed. 1653.) Made ra Kurpla IIPOITAPO, 
ETTIONQ eryexp:o bar rx nompata.” 


(o) Apples, &c.—There is now an affectation it modern young 
gentlemen, as soon as they have left their college, particularly 
in young lawyers and boy-members of parliament, of forgerting 
their Greek if they ever knew any. I shall therefore without 
ceremony remind them of the ancient rewards in the Grecian 
games, which consisted of some akfles congecrated to Apollo 
in the Pythian, of a chaplet of harley in the Nemæan, of an 
olive garland in the Olympick games, and of a wreath of pine- 
leaves in the Isthmian solemnity. | 


—_— a ** — = 4 4. 
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. 


11 Shall exprock ny opinion of Bishop Horsley, as a writer, 
in the words of Erasmus; * Ex libris deprehendi hominem esse 
ardentis i ingen, variæ lectionis, et multæ memotrieæ, alicubi 
tamen majore copia quam delectu, ac dictione zumal magls 
quam compuzita,”” Erasm, Ep. 1248. 


{ 142 ) 


© Or beverage drawn from spruce or mountain fines, 


% 


„With oil from Pisa's olive, when he dines ; 
No ode to praise the binding of his books ; ( 40 


« No print from Sheffield of historick cooks, 
Of beauteous Gibbon's fair proportion*d shape, (9) 
An old baboon, or fœtus of an ape; 


. its 


(4) tm sure Pindar + very le Baa ho good a subject 
for his deeſi mouth. Mr. White, of Fleet-street, and Mr, Ed- 
wards of Pall-mall, booksellers, would furnizh me with much 
better materials for an 'ode than Pindar's, in their florid de- 
:criptions, { 0 animating to frurchasers,) of gorgeous binding, little 
Dr. GossSET's ET vellum, and all 1 it 8 insiguia. 


»# 4 3s FF 


(q) See in the title page to the posthumous Works of Edward 
Gibbon, Esq:. in 2 v. 4to. published by Lord Sheffield, an en- 
graving of Tus HIsTrORIAN or THB Roman Eurtxz, which 


his lordship declares to be“ as complete a likeness of Mr. 


„Gibbon, as to person, face, and manner, as can be conceived,” 0 
I have no doubt of Lord S.'s friendship for Mr, Gibbon, but 
why hang up one's friend in effigy to the ridicule of the present 
8e and of. all posterity ? . Figuram animi megis quam car horis 

a , * com» 


8 ah 


— * 


+ Not that detestable writer calling himself PeTER rind, 
of whom ser the First Part of the Pursuits of L. 
% There on the rack of satire let him lie, 
« Fit garbage for the hell- hound Infamy.” ———- Heroick 
Postscript to the Publick, by wy Author of the H. Epistle to 
Sit W. Chambers. 


. No 


Pay _ OR” OY mn un . — — * ca 


6 143 ) 


« No robe that waves in many a Tuscan fold 
No lawn that wraps a bishop from the cold 
« But fine broad cloth, in choicest fashion wrought, 


« By modern hands to full perfection brought ; . 
Wei f "Tis 
% complectantur, I said Tacitus; a nt Mr..Gibbon have 
seen this print, he certainly would have wished such a ziarulacrum 
vultics as this, to be imbecillum- et -mortale, or in plain Engiish, 
to see the impressions burned and the plate broken. I just 
remind all collectors of prints, that there is not only to be had 
the head of Dr. Gillies and the other historick cooks, of Dr. 
Denman the man-midwife, of Mr. William Coxe, traveller and 
friend to half the crowned heads in Europe, with his age at the 
bottom of the print, and of other great personages; but there 
are still left some choice proof impressions of the striking head 
and likeness of Mr. Jen Farley, pRINcIAL cook at the London 
Tavern, (to be had separate from his great culinary work) be- 
ing all that were left unsubscribed for by the Lord Mayor and 
Court of Aldermen, by the East India and Bank Directors and 
by Mr. Pitt and the elder Brethren of the Trigity House. But 
I cannot ascertain the age of Mr. John Farley, which is a matter 
of the last. ĩmportance, aud for which I am truly sorry. The 
Homerick jucundity from Martial should bave been the motto 
to our modern Mystillus; | 
Si tibi My:tiilus cocus, Emiliane, vocatur : 
Picetur quatre non T'arat alla t mihi? Mart Ep. I. 1. 
The reader of taste in Print. collecting will thank me for re- 
minding 


mm ͤ)— . 


1 Tacit. Vit. Agric. Sect. 46. 
+ MioTovdaov T'2pz , TX. Hom, II. fracrim, 


( 144.) 


0 Tis Hs, 10 wear FOURSUNDAY 8inthe Park ( 
Ie bent black mit of Doctor Gonrtney's/Glerk-{!{""(r) 


18714 4 129 54-418 4 31 1 } To 


minding him of Mr, John Farley's dead, hose works are more 


relizhed than an y traveller's or historian's that 1 at * 
Or in Kensington Gardens. 
() I informed my readers in a ſormer note, that the sene 


of action was the celebrated Mumcal Room in Hanover Square. 


I must now add, that the room was decorated on the oecasion 
with appropriate scenery, laid out in el, and clamp of fane- 
real trees; to represent a church- yard with the belfry, the yew 
tree, not forgetting tle owl, with distant views of groups of 
labourers, and of cattle returning home by moonlight, highly 
pictutesque. This was the scene of the famed solemnity, where 
Mz. Naxzs, with his assessors, Messrs. Elmsley and Rivington, 
booksellers, and the combatants, the Doctors, Norbury, Coote; 
&c. assembled. Dr. CovxTwer, then Bishop of + Bristol, now of 
Exeter (Aug. 1797.) and Rector of St. George's Hanover square, 
was very kind on the occasion, as the decision was made in his 
parish ; and with the content of the Parich Clerk, made a liberal and 
voluntary offer of Tuz Suxpar Str“ furnished at the 

| | expence 


, - 
r 1 2 tcl rt 1111 EY — 2 * * 


+ Doctor Courtney was then on the eve of a translation to 
Exeter. (Jan 12, 179.) —I also wish the Bishop health to wear 
His own best black mit, as well as another old Eton acquaint- 
ance, Rishop Cornwall, his successor. 


t They who are acquainted with the dignity and magnificent 


deportment of Dr. Courtney's recent CLEAK of St. George's 


Church, Hanover Square, when in his full canonical Sunday dress, 
will dest know how to estimate 23 offered to these Gre- 
cian combatants by Mr Nares. Too happy, if in such a gar- 
ment, THE Victor might be mimalen FOR THIS GREAT MAN» 


1790.) 


( 145) 

NAxRxESs rising paus'd; then gave (the contest don, ) 
To Weston, Taylor's Hymns and Alciphron; 
To Tew, Parr's sermon, and the game of goose, 
And Rochester's (5s) address to lemans (586) loose; 
To Coote, the foolscap, as the best relief 
A Dean eould hope; last to the hoary Chief 
He fill'd a cup; then plac'd on Nox R' x's back 
The Sunday Suit (t) of eustomary black. (2) FER? 

R Tbe 

expence of the parish, and which; I understand, is worn 3 the 
Clerk during divine service in the morning only, on that day, and 


it very becoming. After the morning service the parish. clerk 
appears in his ordinary dress as a common man. Such was the 
Eccleciastical met of armour made by the efiscopal taylor, and hong 
up as THE Conguanon' s prize (not i leno jure, but urufruetuaria,) 
for the AZneas of the Sunday. (1796.) 


| (5) Not Lord Rochester, but my good Lord Bisbop of Ro- 
chester, Bishop Horsley's Address or Sermon to the Magdalens, 


mentioned above; not forgetting his ee Greek ng for 
Lord Thurlow and zhe ladies. 


(::) Leman is the old word for a lover, or a mistress. 


7 All my Eton friends well know Dr. Norbury's celebrated 
black wardrobe, and the Suits which appear, in ths order of the” 
Pythagorick rotation, from the chest or ark. 

« Sopera ut convexa revicant, 
Rursus et incipiant is chern velle revorti hes 


With 


| ( 246 ) 


The gabbling ceas'd ; with fix d and serious look 
Gra rglanc'd from high, and own'd his rival, Coox. (v) 


OCTAVIUS. 


With what 'propriety did the Reverend Mr. Nares make this 
famous decree ! | 


( I must transcribe the concluding sentence of the Review 
of these famous translations, in Tut BRITIsUHCRITIcx for March 
1795. vol, p. 245- I give the Critick the fullest credit for the 

conduct of bis colemn irony, and confeſs that 1 conceive nothing 
85 1perior in this species of wit, namely, that of looking gravely 
in men's faces, and telling tbem how foolish they are. The British 
Critick thus concludes : „We wish to avoid any invidioas dis- 
© zinction, any undue preference, But were we absolutely called 
„on to decide, we should from the furett and mom unbianed 
« motives (see II. 23. v. 615) A the golden cup with the most ex- 
« quisite ce, eFarrog; and not considering it as leſt without a 
&% claimant, by the fall of any Eumelu;, we should rexfectfully 
&« glace it in the hands of Tux ETON AN NeSToR; - 


Ta ww, xz: 00 rere, T'EPON, wx#yankov torw.” 
I elect this extraordinary genius, poet, critick, scholar, 
and orator, WII LI AM Cook, M. A. late Fellow of King's Cob. 
lege, and Greek Professor in the University of Cambridge. 
I knew him well, Horatio,“ melioribus olim aughiciis. I se ect 
bim, as well for the singular and er ginal excellency of his per- 
formance, (though there are some oversights and even verbal 
faults in it as /or the manner in which he published it. There 
was a «pare leaf or two at the end of his very sensible edition 
of Aristotle's Poeticks, and there he printed it, Not in the pom- 
pous 


Bi 


(ty) 
ocTavrius. 


Contract your smile, and quit this playful (x )scarch; ; 
These are ds lay amusements of the church, | 
K 2 Mere 


pous manner, and with dedications to Lord Chancellors and I 
know not whom, as some of thee Old Boys have done. I must 
own that in many passages, Nature, Gray, and Cook do seem 
to contend for the mastery ; but above all in that famous $tanzaz | 


© The boast of heraldry, the pomp of pow'r, 
* And all that beauty, all that wealth-e'er gave, 
« Await alike the inevitable hour ; 


The paths of glory lead but to the grave.” 


„„ 


* 
* 


2 


Gazar: 


* 


A xaps ev xapis n Carnes apyac, 
Apa Tvxa, xpuons Appodiras N ma dupa, | 
Thaw apa ravra tebvaxe, xe e wopoiery apap 
Hpwwy x okw\e, xx D + Zuvoy & A Cook. 
Bion or Moschus never exceeded these lines: I think, they never 
_ equalled 


—— * 1 _ — 
* — 


— — * *- TIS — 


ee eee the 5 anda before the 
I = may be so. I leave Dr. Davies and Mr. Stephen Wes- 
ton, the Hero of the Genitive absolute, to zubstitute ue if 
they please. 
| ©Therule is ab, Lord Kenyon cries z 
* Brick from his genitive let Stephen rise. 


ww =*©4$+ Ss -* LY SS” 
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( 18 ) 
Mere cobweb labours of their learned thought; 


Though sometimes TEACHERS must themselves be 


taught 
To weigh their office, raise their powerful breath, 
Nor leave the world to darkness and to death. 
Short be their folly: let example tell 
Their life, their morals pure, and all is well. 


But should proud churchmen vie in sumptuous 
hbhhalls, 


In wines and soups, Carthusian Bacchanals, 
- Nor think th'unwieldy superflux to shake, 


Where curates starve, and helpless orphans quake, 
8 5 Wav'ring 
equalled them. I write this Note, I will confess it, with all the 


Friendly fondness ewhich an Etonian could expires : 
Hoc JUVENEN EGREGLIUM PRESTANTI MUNERE boo. 


as - dc... £44 OA Co a as Ol. aa. oe _ aA. an Aa . AS a> - an 


() This subject from v. 1. to v. 63. of this part of my poem, 
"is perhaps in itself a very trifling one. The names of some 
af the parties are obscute and of little note, and the concerns 
of Reviewer, should in general be confined to their own Ie 
* * | on | monthly , 


__—— 
— — „ — * —_— — 
» * 


t ing. An. 5. v. 361. 


* 


( 149 ) 


Wav'ring I aſk, in this dark scene beneath, - /  » 
Why lightnings scathe, yon desolated heath? () 
N. 0 And 


monthly blue books. But this example is of deepest consequence; 
that MEN, who aspire to be thought scholars, should be Wr 
even to all posterity, how they conduct their learnin?, and ex- 
pend their time; and be taught from this ridicalous instance 
(which I have selected) to value themselves on such attainments 
alone, as are truly valuable. bre tyeyovz A NH P, r tz 
Ty Nuria. It cannot surely be conceived, that the slightest as 
nimadrersion is lere intended to be made on the exercises in the 
Greek and Latin languages, whether translations or originals, in 
the public k or private schools or in the Universities of this king- 
dom. The author of the P. of L. is of opinion, that the utility 
or rather the absolute necessity of them is so great and so indis- 
pensable, that they cannot be too much commended and 
too much encouraged. Compositions in Greek or Latin handed 
about in private circles of friends are indeed useless, but free 
from much reprehension, though at best rather idle in men ofa 
certain age. But when MEN, dignified by their years and their sa- 
cred profession, the youngest having passed his þ/tieth, and the eldect 
entering his sixty eighth year, appear as rival candidates for pub- 
lick fame from the translation of some excellent Englich verses 
into their own Greet; what can we say? 
6 "Tune cum ad canitiem, tune, tunc, ignoscere— Noro. 5 


„ 4 Fersius. 


(y) The unbounded luxury and extravagance of the French 
and Italian Feclesiasticks'should be a warning to the priests and 
ministers of all Christian altars, however dignified or distin- 
zuished, of whatever church ur of whatever persuasion. Man- 


a Find 


( 2592 ) 


And hark, the voice has thunder'd » and the word, 


Borne on the blast, a trembling world has heard 
In consummation dread ! the bonds of Rome 
Are burst, and Babylon's prophetick doom, 
With more than mortal ruin headlong cast, 
Proclaims the measure full: she groans her last. 
From climes (z) where piety no more was found, 
Where superstition wither'd all around, 

The 


kind will know, and value them by their fruits, For now i: 


« the axe laid to the root of THE TREES, and every tree which bringetk 


«* not for th good fruit will (most assuredly) be h:wn down.” This 


is the warning voice which should be heard, and heard alud in 


ass2mblies frequent and full, in all churches and in all cathedrals; 
but chief in those twin sisters af learning, the Universities of 
England, Oxford and Cambridge, which can be supported en 
those frrincifiles alane, on which they were founded, and &y uνj,jl 
they have flourished. M ile voux flare may yet be found, I will 
bonour and will bail you both, 


Mothers of arts 
And eloquence, native to famous wits, 
Or hospitable in Your sweet recess, 
City or suburban, studious walks and shades!”+ 
But chief with pious gratitude, and with filial reverence, Sake, 
MAGNA PazExs! (1796.) ] 


8 —— 


t Milt, b. Reg b. 4+ V, 248. 


( 15t ) 
The rights of nature barr'd, by heav'n revign d 
To vile affections, in corruption blind, 
While, in the terrors of the world beneath, 
Permitted fiends of darkness round them breathe; 
Britain securely fix'd, invites from high | 
With charity's edate, unalter'd eye. 
The sacred, exil'd, melancholy band, 
Passing from death and France, revere the land, 
Where streams of inexhausted bounty pour, 


And Cnxisr still reigns, and bigots are no more. 


AUTHOR, 


Blest be the voice of mercy, and the hand 
Stretch d g'er affliction's wounds with bealing bland, | 
In holiest sympathy ! our best of man 
Gave us to tears, ere misery well began. 


Still, still 1 pause : good nature's oft a fool, 
Now slave to party, and now faction's tool "of 
K 4 | Attend 


(z) Alluding to the grand emigration of Freuch Priests and 
others to England at the late revolution in France. See more 


in future notes. 
/ 


1532 
Attend, nor WR. slight a poet” name: 


LA — 


Poet and prophet once were "deep? d the same, 


9 3 


Say, are these fertile streams thus largely read 
A Aal tribute o'er a mother bed 9 


Say,are these streams (think, while avails the thought) 
ToRomethrou gh G allick channels ;subtly brought ?(z2) 


ROE touches, tastes, and takes; and nothing loth; 
But have tee virtues ? yes, of agan growth. (a) 
Ask 


(=z) This is one of the most important points in the fretent 
situation of England and of Europe, in regard to national po- 
licy. I propose these questions. 1. How far, are the ministers 
of the publick treasure of any Protestant kingdom justified in is- 
Suing large sums of money, for the express purpose of maintain- 
ing emigrant Catholict friexts, AS 4 BODY? 2. If they are justi- 
fied in issuing ay sum, ia what manner and under what” control 
should this publick money be expended and distributed? 3. Whe- 
ther in England at this time, there are not peculiar and paramount 
considerations which call for wisdom and frrudence, to regulate 
and restrain the first natural ard honourable impetubsity of 
mercy and humanity, to the end that THE comsT1TV1ton.of EnG- 
LAND, IN HER CHURCH AND STATE, be preserved inviolate from 
open attacks, or from insidious attempts? These questions are 
proposed for the publick security, with sobriety, seriĩousnesz, 
and charity 76 all, as of common importance. (1796. ) | 


(a) It is well known that rigid Catholicks hold, that the vir- 
tues of hereticks, or projestante, are to be considered in the light 


of 


01533 ) 

Ask, where Rous's church is founded ? on a nech, 
Which heresy $ wild winds in vain may owcep, f 
Aloe where sinners may have rest secure, 
One only undefil'd, one on/y pure. 

Blame you her cumbrous pomp, her iron rod, 
Or trumpery relicks of her saints half-shod? 
Lo Confessors, in every hamlet found, 


With sacred sisters walk their cloister'd round: 5 
There read the list: (5) and calm the fate expect, 


When crafty, meddling, thankless e, direct. 
Think 


of pagan virtues. I think the bisbop of St, Pol de — 2 
agree to this opinion. 


4 


(6) See © Taz Larry's DixzcToRY for 259k, (printed hor 
J. P. Coghlan, Duke street, Grosvenor square) to which is 
added“ Tug CoLours of ThE CHyvurcy; words rather omi- 
nous. It is a pamphlet at the low price of sixfence, which I re- 
commend to publick notice, and to which I refer the reader. It 
is a matter of some surprise and concern, to read the list of the 
almost incredjble number of little books and tracts at the smallest 
fr:ces, published and to be published, calculated. for the general 
diueminat ion of POPERY in these realms; — the fatal display of all 
the existing and rising Romish seminaries, Romisb boarding 
houses, and Romish schools for youth; the plenary indulgen- 
ces (for one another ;)—and the settlement of Nuns Profesied in 
mongsleries erected in this kingdom, Clares, Beniedictines, Se- 


pulcharins, 


( 184 ) 


Think you, their hate unquench'd can ere expire 
The torch not tipt with fleeping sulphurous fire 2, 
Their doctrines round a careless land are blown; 
They blast the cottage, and would sap the throne. 
What? are my words too warm I love my King, 
My Country, goon 88 God ! the 50unds Shall ring 
Ceaseles, 


pulcharins, Austius, and Dominicanesses. Then, in this very 
same pamphlet, as if by a strange fatality and in the blunder of 
papal metaphor, they advertise even their drags. The very 
medicine, it seems, is papal. Behold their “ Laxative eulphurated 
pills (once exhibired in another form in these realms,) ** The Me. 
dicated Snuff, a Cephalic of many virtues, prepared from the origi- 
pal gane in the Jesuit's Libra; —“ The Jesuits nerv; 
pill,” —“ The Jesuits Ballamic cordial.” In short, decernun 
quodeungue cut DE CORPORE NOSTRO; body and soul, for- 
tune and state. I understand them but too well, They know 
their hour, ru R PROTECTORS OF NOBLE RANK, their oppot- 
runity, their advantages, their revenue from the mate. They ad- 
vance by approaches, not desultory, but regular. The papal 
genius never sleeps, no, not for a moment; but directs, and 
animates, and acts, uniformly and constantly, at . home and 
abroad, in cities, in towns, in vitlages ; it takes aid from stupi- 
dity and from ability, from above and from beneath. Their 
bishops, as yet, are but itzlar, but depend upon it, 
| Per solis radios, TazyrtEraQUe FULMINA jurant, 
Quidgaid habent telorum armamentaria cæli Tf 

F Depend 


— 


* + Juv. Sat. 13. v. 78. 


Cease 


Ix 0 


Deper 
not ta 
for ou 
for thi 
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Ceaseless, till Pit (wich all h is host akk) 
Iv 0UR GREAT CAUSE a nation's inquest take. 
Look 
Depend upon it, I say, Mey ear: but what the oath is, I shall 
not take upon me to describe. It may de well understood, and 
for ought I know, it is already registered. I have compass ion 
for the unfortunate; I have charity for plundered exiles ; I have 
pity, and would wish and would give relief to the wretched and 
the suffering; I have veneration for the truly pious of every 
pets uasion in the Christian faith. There is ons Lord!“ But I 
have, and it is an Englishman's duty to have, a watchful eye 
upon the insinvatiug or domineering spirit of the Romisb 
church. I have no opinion of the $iacerity of Heir attachment 
to u, or of their gratitude far our favours. I insist upon it, they 
regard THEMSELVES as the original and rightful inheritors of our 
land. I call upon the guardians of our church and state to be 
watchful, and to regard with attention the proceedings of ALL 
THE EMIGRANTS. If they refuse to hear, I wish most fervently, 
that Great Britain may never, in the anguish of an inconsider- 
ate spirit, say of these numerous emigrant priests, and of all the 
rest sacred or profane; 
Ejectos littore, egenos 
Excehi, ef regnt DEMENS in Harte hcavi t 

I send THis NOTE into the world, whatever be it's fate, with 
the famous papal inscription, but without the ⸗pirit, of Sixtug 
the Fourth to the Florentine Synod under Lorenzo the Mag- 
nificent, ( In FUTURAM REI MEMOR1AM !*” and the Bishop of 
St. Pol de Leon, and his Consistory, resident and acting in Eng- = 
land, may reply to it, if they think proper. (Written i in the 
year W100. ) 


+ Virg. An. 4. v. 373. 


( 1356) 


Look from that vale what tribes the fortress ) fill) 
Then frown indignant o'er the offerobrious Hill. (d) 


Woo tg CT A Neos. 


THESE THOUGHTS ARE FOR THE STATE ; enough 


of Rome, 

Her Gallick altars, and approaching doom. 
But if from themes so grave Ce) you never roam, 
_ 

Fa, 4 1 
(c) Tas en ZArT COLLEGE or paltsra, and HEAD Qrar 
TERS OF THE CATHOLICK Cave inthe Caxtle or King's Hunte at 
wr , gerented by prieſts emigrant and non · emigrant, fub- 
lieliy maintained at the expence of the flate. Read the preceding 
| _ I am not speaking to those, who are indifferent about 
mil or any religion; but to those, who from their station, poli- 
tical or sacred, should understand the importance of the cause, 
the interests of Christianity and it's purity, the evidence of 
history, the nature and the exzential and unaltered spirit of the 
Romish priesthood, and their ſubtilty and peculiar arts by per- 
suasion, or by terror over weak congciences. I am speaking to 
the governors of Great Britain, to the ministers of the crown, 


Who should guard, and who I trust will 
guard, again the re- 
* Romizh urch now TING in secret; as well as 


agaluſt 


Ask * 


againſt 
deseri] 
this ho 
tant ar 
10 fol 


(a) 
queiti 
this: 
histor' 
the st 
public 
LEGE 
princ 
of the 


a) 


( 157) 
Ask at St. Paul's, is Pretyman {ee} at home? 
; The 


igainſt the more open and more terrible democracy of come. 
descriptions of the Dissenters. What is said to us all, is said at 
this hour to ministers and rulers of states with a more impor- 
tant and a more sacred emphasis, Warez, for ye know not THR. 
HO when destruction cometh,” — (1796. 


(4) Finally: I have to propose one plain and significant 
question to Ma. Pirr, or to any great minister of state: it is 
tis: * Is there a single instance in the records of any modern 
history of Europe, where the governing and directing power of 
the state ever authorised, patronised, and supported with the 
publick money, under. any circumstances whatsoever, A COL» 
LEGE OF PRIESTS, in the haart of @ kingdom, whose tenets and 
principles were not only different from the established religion 
of the country, but. were in direct opposition and avowed hos- 
tility to it? And particularly, when it was the original and 
fundamental putpose and constitution of that established church, 
to discountenance and extinguish the zuperstitious doctrines, 
and the political ecclesiastical tenets of that College of Priests, $0 
authorized, patronised, and supported by the publick money, 
av 4 BoDY?®”” If this question must be answered, as I appre- 
bend it must, in the negative, I maintain, (and if necessary will 
maintain more solemnly, if possible, and more at large,) that 
TEE Cortes or PRIESTS IN THE King's Houses Ar Win- 
CHESTER SHOULD BE IMMEDIATELY DISPERSED; and not 
zuffered to stand in that offensive, conspicuous, and opprobri. 
ous light in the face of the country. I am really ſpeaking in 
mercy to them, and to us all, if I am rightly understood. I 

_— and . Er bee te Hot wend 


———— £ 4 * 1 2 
—= 


— 2 * — —— Me 


0 


— 
— —— _—— {—_— 


t This was effected in December 1796. 


* 


( 238 ) 


The Dean might smile, when you with happiest care 
Blend 


would support and preserve them from every want, frivatey, 
and im detached situations; but I world not uhr the ministry of a 
Cathol.ck Bibi to direct the exhenditure of that publick money 20 
granted, for mere Catholick hun pen; but with the most perfect 
toleration of all persuasions in religion, the Governors of the 
state should defend aud exclusively sufpport their own, This is 
prudence, this is policy, this it is to remember the beginning 
and progress of all great events. (May, 1796.) 


(e) J am not in the habit of perusing many of the various 
single sermons which are published; but I cannot resist the 
opportunity of recommending three, which I think are at this 
time important, and written with ability and spirit. One, by 
the Rev. Dr. Vincent, head master of Westminster school, (a 
Gentleman of very considerable erudition and exemplary con- 
duct) preached for the Westminster Dispensary; another by 
Dr. Watson, bishop of Landaff, for the Wexminster Dispenss- 
ry also, with an Appendix, containing Reflections on the pre- 


" 
TT” n 
* 1 —B wth ab. * 
— * 


9 — WY ” TE &. end. - 


Though the French priests were removed, by order of the 
Ceuernmint, from the King's House at Winchester, at the close 
of the year 1796, yet I have strong and important reasons for 
leaving this whole passage, in poetry and prose, text and com- 
ment, unaltered ton record to poteriy.— N. B. I refer the reader 
with much eatnestnets, (for the t-mes demand all our faculiis 
and all our circumspeetion) and 1 request his attention to a short 


tract, entitled, © A Letter to the Lord Marquis of Buckingham, 


© Knight of the most noble order of the Garter, &c. chiefly on 
the subjeet of the numerous Emigrant French Priests of the 
% Chu ch of Rome, resident and maintained in England at the 
„ publick expence: and on the irit and | oa ax of that church ga- 
« cred and political,” By a LAYMAXN. (First printed in October, 


2796. 


neee eee BT FFSETSETPS 
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Blend Horsley's acid with the cream of Blait; 
You'd rise at last. 


AUTHOR. 


zent state of England and France; the appendix is of peculiar 


merit; anda third, On Gaming,” written with great energy, 
erudition, piety, patriotism, and eloquence, by the Rev. Thomas 
Rennel!, D. D. prebendary of Winchester. While I am speak - 
ing on this subject, I think, it may be Euricus and pleasing, 
and perhaps useful to some persons, to zee the list of books 
which WILLIAM WAR BUR Tex, Bishop of Gloucester, recom- 
mended in some posthumous MSS. Directions for the study 
of Theology, which Bisbop Hurd published in che 4to edition 
and in the 8vo supplement to his works. I refer to the tract, 
and merely give the books in the divisions, and order in which 
Warburton placed them.—Locke on the Human Understand- 
ing: Quintilian's Institutions. Grotius de Jure belli et pacis; 
Woollaston's Religion of Nature; Cumberland on the Law of 
Nature; Cudworth's Intellectual System. Maimonides Due- 
tor Dubitantium ; Spencer de Legibus Hebreorum Ritualibus: 
Walton's Polyglot Bible; Critici Sacri,—Locke's Reasonahle- 
ness of Christianity; Burnet de fide et officiis Christisnorum z 
Grotius's Comment on the Gospels; Locke on the Epistles; 
Joseph Mede on the Apocalypse; Episcopii Instituta Christi- 
ine Theologiz ; Limborch's Theologia Christiana; Gros. 
tius de Veritate Religionis Christianz;z Stillingfleet's Origines 
Sacrz, ist, ed. Limborch de Veritate Religionis Christians 
Amica Collatio cum Ecudito Judæo, i. e. Isaaco Orobio; Chils 
lingworth's Religion of Protestants a safe way to Wa 
Hooker's Ecclesiastieal Polity, 4 first books. Tayior's Liberty 
of Prophecying; Stillingfleet's lrenicum; Locke's Letters on 
Toleration; Bayle's Comment on the words © Compel them 

| to 


( 160.) 


AUTHOR. 


How strangely you mistake; 
The dream deceives not, when the man's awake. 
Once 


to come in.” —Mosheim's Ecclesiastical History; Collier's 
Church History; Fuller's Church History; Sleidan Commen- 
tarii de statu Religionis et Reipublicæ Carolo Quinto Cz:are 
Commeatarii ; Burnett's Hist. of the Reformation; Dr. Clarke's 
Sermons, Dr. Barrow's Sermons; Sermons du Pere Bourdaloue.“ 


The Second Part of these directions could not be found ; but 
it may surprise some people to hear that Bishop Warburton's 
vigorous intellect regarded this plan, but as an introduction to the 
study of Theology. Hor limina Victor ALcibeEs gubit! 
Through such a vestibule did this high-prie:t pass Ix TOO THE 
TEMUrIE.— But if the reader is disposed to attend to the humbler 
zuggestions of a very prixate layman on this subject, I think 
he would find great advantage in ctudying and cansidering the 
following works i Englich, (which are very few in number) 
aexd in the order in which they are arranged. 1. The View of the 
Internal Evidence of the Christian Religion, by Soame Jenyns, 
Rq. 2. The Evidences of Christianity in three parts, by W. 
Faley, D. D. 3. Grotius on the truth of the Christian Religion, 


In ay trauslation. 4. The Evidences of Natural and Revealed. 


Religion, by Dr. Samuel Clarke. 5. Mr. Locke's Reasonable- 
ness of Christianity, particularly the latter part of the tract. 6. 
Bishop Hurd's Introduction to the Study of the Prophecies. 7- 
Lord Lyttleton's Dissertation on the Conversion of St. Paul 
I | ad 


gi 


Mo S. rA 2 


. 


2 


80 


( 161 

Once in the morn of lite, a wizard said; 

t He ne'er shall rise by benefice, or trade; 
L 589 L. * . A CC But 

and 8, Dr. Butler's Analogy of Religions Natural and Revealed, 


to the constitution and course of nature. From theie few vo- 
fumes, if they are studied with care and an upright intention, 

I think it may be said, that“ They shall see, to whom ne was 
« not (before) spoken of; and they that have not (before) heard, 

& shall understand.“ These volumes are the works of laymen 
as well as of divines; and if I am not mistaken, I think I perceive 
the followlng connection in the short plan which I have offered. 
Ms. Jexras's View prepares the mind to think worthily of the 


Religion which is proposed, and demonsttates that there is tho. 


highest reason to think and conclude, that it's origin is from 
above, and not from man Da. PaLey's View of the subject 
displays, confirms, and establishes the direct historical evidence 
and proof, with all the plainness and candour of which it is ca- 
pable, and independent of the particular tenets of ay church or 
Sect. GroTiwwvs and Dr. CLARKE present to us the faith, 
doctrine, and evidences in the form of propositions, with ample 


and learned illustrations, with force of reasoning. and with lo- 
gical precision. Mr. Locke has been peculiarly happy in repre- 
zenting the consonauce of the Christian doctrine, to reas 


properly understood, and it's necessity from the defects of all 
philosophy however distinguisbed. Binies Huag, with the 


hand of a master, has opened the general View of the ab- 


ject of ' prophecy, and freed it from the intricacies, of spe- 


culation, and hewn it's time, nature, end, and intent. 
Loxv LyTTLE70N has discussed the most illustrious instance 


of the conversion to this religion, in the person of St. Paul. 


a man of the highest natural talents, and profoundest rea- 


soning and erudition: and he has accompanied the whole with 
remarks 


(162) 


« But find, remote from consequence or ſame, 

« A local something, and a shadowy name; 

&« Shall brave neglect ; in England's cause contend, 
-& Hopeles himself of virtue, but her friend; 
Through crowds Shall mark his solitary way, 

* Ardent, though secret, and though serious, gay; 
| Erect, 


remarks of weight and dignity on the general subject of Reve. 
lation. And lac, to a mind disposed to view with calmness, hu- 
mility and reverence; the” whole: rystem of Providence, as far as it 
is permitted to man to view © THE WORK WHICH GoD worx- 
ETH FROM, TRE BEGINNING TO THE ND,” Dr. BUTLER has 
- unfoldet the'Analogy or relation of the Course of Nature to Re- 
ligion, by which all things are found to proceed in harmony 
irom urn, who hath made nothing imperfect. I think this 
great performance of Butler has peculiar force when it 
is considered in the conclusion of our religious researches, and 


not as part of the original proof, or as Lord Bacon expresses 


himself, * tanquam portum et sabbathum humanarum contem- 
plationum omnium.” (De Augm. Scient. Lib. 3.) — I speak 
merely my own sentiments to those ve u, much time or lei- 
mere for dec tudy, and I speak in submission to scholars better 
informed than myself. — Reader, whoever thou art, if thou 
Shouldcst approve these #rroductory ideas to this great subject, 
inexhausted as it is and inexhaustible, prepare thyself, thy un- 
derstanding. and thy affections. “ Te guoque dignum:finge Deo!” 
© (ee) The Rt. Rev. George Pretyman, D. D. Bishop of Lin- 
eoln and Dean of St. Paul's; Tutor and Secretary to the Rt. 
Hon. William Pitt, before he was raised to the Prelacy. A 
man of learning and of ability, 


1163 ) 
« Erect, without a pension, to his end 
«© Unknown, unheard, unhonour'd, shall descend 3 
« Bow to no minister for golden views, 
His portion, memory, and best gift, the muse. 


e 


O CTAVIUsS. * 


* 


This of yourself? 
| 4 11 * 
AUTHOR. 
ä 
10 1 N 
0 c T A VIU 8. 
| | | You're turn'd plain FAY 
A vain pert prater, bred in / Erskine's school; 
Talk of yourself? 5 


nel AUTHOR. 


' The Hon. Thomas Erskine, the celebrated Barrister,. For 


a further account of his talents, abilities, legal knowledge, &. 
See and dek—MF, Eribine uiuskI . (See ae P. of L. Dial, 4) 


6164) 
AUTHOR. | T 


Why yes; I would be Kaki" 


Mere talkers now, not writers, are preferr'd. 


Leok at that paper: (g/ if you print the speeches, 5 
Pitt seems George Rose, or like Sir Richard, preaches, Fo 
Nor tone, nor majesty, nor patriot fires ; 6 
Methinks the wit of Sheridan expires ; = 
Lost in Dundas the Caledonian twang, | | the 
Though Pitt, and pott, and property he ang; ” 
Print negro speeches, and in reason's spite, ane 
Lo, Wilberforce is black, and Francis White ;\ g | 
Who wonders at buffoons, or Courtney's jane 0 
And we scarce slumber, though Sir William (gg) spoke; 
"Tis Grey aud grumbling; Curwen (4) all and clatter; ; j 
And Dent ſi) and Dogs; and Pewter( pot and platter. teri 
| Shall we 
e] Any newspaper or report of the Debates in Parliament, 4 f 
(zz) Sir William Young, Bart. | * 
% All the changes rung upon feudality, and tyranny, aud * 
I know not what, when the Game Jaws were discussed at the 1 
elose of the last parlameat, * 1796, on che motion of Mr, Vis 


Curwen. 


. 


i6s ) 
Shall I not ral 2—Fewe politicks will read. — 


ThoughLauderdale should sketch his Scottish FARE 50 


J. 3 Though 


(i) Alluding to the long debates on the Dog and Bites bill, 
brought into parliament in 1796, by Mr. Dent. The bill is a 
little allegorical, sometimes unintelligible, and often ludicrous. 
For instance; I shall not look to Mr. Pitt or Mr, Wilberforce 
for an explanation of the following clause in it: namely, © Pro- 
vided always, that No PERSON who shall tees ANY BITCH, Whelp, 
&c. shall be charged with the payment of the said sum, until 
SUCH BITCH, &c. hall be of the age of —. 5 Sect. 2. Certainly 
the bill is allegorical, and Tus KERTERS of Bir K 


plain, that they had taxes enough to ray for them before: "Mr. 


Fox objettedtoit in the H. of Cs.; sodid Lord Wim Gordon, 

and many other respectable and lau members; but in the H. 

of L. the Duke of Queensbury said, It did not much sighify.”! 

If Mr. Pitt means that taxes should be an object of wiz,” T shall 

oon expect to hear Mr, Sheridan, in the House, call the District 
Downing <treet © The Borgo * 4796.) 


© (4) This is another curious Ae brought into the House in 
April 1796, and shews that Mr. Fox has eloquence of all ma- 


terials and of all metals. GouLn, for his ens; in for. his . 


ofinions ; and PEWTER, * his constituents. 


(1) See his Letters to the Scotch peers. All his' ane 
eloquence was thrown away upon them, even when they dad 
toad many of the wm” ye whieh they did nos and then. e 


7 % 4 {14 2 


rt. Sr. 88 
anne — 


6— 


F See the Act for granting to His Majesty certain Aufer on 
Bitches, Whelps, &, & c. passed May 19, 1790. 


| 

| 

| 
ö 
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Though Abram Jones (11) and Jaxper Wikson| preach, 

With names uncouth, but not unpolish'd speech. 

Few mark 7he Journals of the dubious Moor, (m) 

We scent the tainted gale from Gallia's shore 5, 

Through England as his Various Views advance, 

We smile, but trace he un of France. - 
Gopwix's 


reo assumed names of political writers, instead of Cato, 
Brutus & c, but it is a foolish custom and should cease. Of Abram 
Janes I have no conjecture; but I think Im. re than suspect the 


cCelebtated Mr. Roscoe of Liverpool in Jasper Wilson. 


\ 


(m) John Moore, M. D. the celebrated author of Travel: into 
France, and Italy, of Zeleuco, of Edward, or various views of 
life and manners in England, & c. & c. &c. I speak of him only 
as a fublick author. He is a sensible and entertaining companion. 
His style is easy, always agreeable and pleasing, and his wit is 
playful. His pleasantry on physicians is little inferior to Mo- 
liere. Vineta cæ dit n. But I dislike the tendency of various 


parts of his writiggs when he speaks of the French affairs, 1 


mean of the frincifles of the nn Revolution, which led to the 
cruelties, misery and distress, which have been since et by 
France and by all Europe. It is impossible that Dr. Moore or 
any other man of 4ense, can be an advocate for their present 
system. I. dislike the perpetual ridicule which Dr. Moore 
throws upon hereditary honour, at a time like the present. (1796. 


— 


— — = > —— — 


* p : ; ” 5 , : 
* 


+ Hor. Ep. ad Aug. v. 220. 


( 3679 


Gopwis's dry page (/) no statesman ci er beliey id. 
Though fiction aids, what sophistry conceiv'd; 


L 4 | Genius 

(+) I have given some attention to Mr. Godwin' work, 
« on POLITICAL Jusrick, “ as conceiving it to be the cope - 
of improved modern ethicks, morality, and legislation. I confess 
T looked not for the republick of Plato, or even for the Oceana 
of Harrington, but for something different from them all. I 
looked indeed for a superstructure raised on the revolutionary 
ground of equality, watered with blood from the guillotine; 
and such I found it. I cannot discuss a work in two large vo- 
lumes in a note, (though some would dispatch it with a single 
word) but in general I can speak as much of it; as it deserves 
in a short compass; I mean, as it appears to me,—The firs 
trait of the work is, a certain cold-blooded indiĩfferenee to all the 
mild, pious, and honourable feelings of our common natire, like 
all the Philosophets of the new sect, which I would deseribe, 
if Mr. Burke had not done it already. The next thing observ- 
able, is, a most affectionate concern and regard for the Welfare 
of mankind, who are to exist seme centuries hence, when the en. 
lens herfectibility of the human qneciet (for uch is their jargon) shall 
receive it's completion upon earth; when the disciples of Dr. 
Darwin have learned to manage the winds, and direct their currents 
at pleasure, and the descendants of Abbè Sieyes have calmed 
the waves of a stormy people with the essential oil of democracy. 
Another trait is, that all political justice is essentially founded 
upon injustice; if plunder, robbery, and spoliation of all pro- 
perty in the outzet may be termed injutice;t though to be sure 
the 
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t First published in 2 vols. Ito. and since in 2 vols. vo. 


t i. e. If Mr. G's principles are to be adopted in any country, 
where property is now secured by the latus. f 
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Genius may droop o'er Falkland's funeral cry; 
8 Na 


the latter end of his commonwealth rather forgets the beginning, 
Bat I must say, he is not without some kind apprelien· ĩon, that 
the population of states may be too great under the hlessings of 
equal diſfusion of property under the proposed government, for 
which he provides a remedy ; though, far my own part, I think 
such a government, like Saturn of old, vill be reduced to the 
necessĩty of cating up it's children. Agajn : anather discovery 
seems to he, that as hitherto we ha ve had recourse to the agency 
and interference of the Deity and his unalterable laws, to ac- 
count even for the fall of a ſtone to tlie ground, the germina- 
tion of a blade of grass, or the propagation of the meanest insect; 
we are now to discard the superintendence of God jn human 
and terrestrial affairs, and to believe in no frmuidence but our cron, 
and to re. male ourselves and our faculties, He seems to realize 
a modern fiction I ance read, which $upposes an assembly of 
certain philosophers before the Deity, when some of them are 
said to whisper in nis ear. Between friends, we do not be 
« lieve that you exist at all.“ Further: as to suppose a divine 
Sanction without a divinity would be absurd, therefore, every 
institution such as marriage, which in all civilized nations has 
been hallowed for the great end for which jt was ordained, is 
to be vilified, ridiculed, argued away, and abolisbed. The 
tender sex, deprived of the support, comfort, and protection of 
their natural guardian, is to be delivered over to fancied free- 
dom and wild independence, but in reality to misery and des- 
titution beyond all calculation. Then way of coro/lary, a few 
vnlgar virtues and once honourable affections, as piety to pa- 
rents and love to children, as auch, are to be erased from the 

in | breast. 


No 
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No patriot weeps when. gifted villains die. Silt uit fs 
| Who 


breast. Gratitude for kindness and tears for the unfortunate 
are but weakness; there is nothing- soothing in compassion, 
and friendship has no consolation. It would seem, that a well 
of water, an apple · tree, or any thing frodvctive, is more valuable 
than man to man, abr acted from the mere use which one man can 
derive from another. These are thy gods, O Israel, and tbis 
is the worship to which you are called !”'—Nevertheless I shall 
ill venture tu mention with re verence and humility TRE GREAT, 
MoRAL CODE, intended for all mankind, ence delivercd and 
ratified by Hit, <vbo #new what was in man. In that code all is 
practicable, all virtue is founded in mercy, kindness, benevo- 

lence, and comfort, alike to hm that gives and him that takes, 
There man plants, and God, not man, gives the increase; there 
we find no wild suppoſition of an intereſt which cannot be de · 
scribed, as it does not exiſt; no actions without a motive direct 
and reflected; I speak here of perbaps the least part of the Gos- 
pel Cade, even of that Revelation which was given unto men 
in a manner at once clear and perspicuous, pure and unmixed, 
uniform and conzistent, persuasive and convincing, powerful 
and auhoritative. in the name and in the majeſty of, Hrn who 18. 
from everlasting to eyerlasting, Tus ALMiGaTy !—Bur if we 
regard mere human institutions; if a man wishes to see @ prac 
ticable ystem of policy and government, founded and confirmed 
in the experience of ages, let him, if he has been awhile led 
aſtray dy the meteors of Godwin, walk for a season in the steady 
light which Blackstone has diffused. Let him ſtudy the Com- 
mentaries on the Engliſh Laws, as they exist and uphold all that 
is valuable, or perhaps attainable, in a rational and civilized na- 
non and W let him consider the Theories of Godwin on po- 
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( 170 ) 
Who now reads PARR ? - whose title who shall give? 
| Doctor 


litical justice, and contemplate the government which would be 
raised on his principles. To me there seems to be no more 
comparison than between light and darkness. What ihe great 
Burnet+ affirms of the Deist and the Atheiſt, considered merely 
as two sects in philosophy, is, I am convinced, not wholly inap. 
plicable to the two political sects in question. The hypo- 
thesis of tbe Dei reaches from top to bottom, both through 
44 the intellectual and material world, with a clear and distinct 
4 light every where; is genuine, comprehensive, satisfactory; 
< has nothing forced, nothing confused, nothipg. precarious. 
© Whereas the hypothesis of 2d 4rbeif. is ſtrained and broken; 
dark and uneasy to the mind, commonly precarious, often, incon- 
« prucus and irrational, and ſometimes plain! ly ridiculous,” '—} can 
allow Mr. Godwin and other speculative writers on government 
to be ingenious. They muſt, in the course of their inveſtigation, 
now and then throw out a ae idea, but in general the greateſt part 
of their works consifts of very old ideas, which have been discussed 
again and again, They aſtonish by paradoxes, and allure the 
imagination by prospects without a limit; and when they have 
alternately heated and confounded the minds of men, they call them 
to the great work, namely, the subversion of, what they call, pre- 
Judices, and the overthrow of the government, which i; * In 
NOSTROS FABRICATA EST MACHINA MUROsS,” I can laugh at 
their 
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I Burnet's Theory of the earth. b. 2. ch. 10. See the tenth 
and eleventh chapters of that great man's work; * On the As- 
thor of Nature, and on Natural Providence; 7 A matter treatite 

of reason and eloquence. I wish these two chapters were pub 
lished in a separate — 


ed 


* 


6 ) 
Doctor Senentious hight, or Positive? (6) 
From 


their metaphysicks, and even be amused with their pantomime 
fancies, as nch. But when T know that their theories are de- 
xigned to be brought into action, and when they tell us, that 
they hate violence, bloodshed, revolution, and mi: ery, and that 
truth and happiness are their objects; I open my eyes to see, and 
my ears to hear; and having honestly exerted boch faculties,” I 
declare, from private conviction and from publick experience, that 
I oppose the admillion of their doctrines, whether recommended 
by Thomas Paine or William Godwin. Vet 4 moment; take 
Mr. Godwin as a natural philosopher, and from his doctrines let 
the reader consider he tate of his unden. Let him also 
consider, Bow such a man is gua/ified not metely to reform, but 
first to overthrow and then to rebuild, the whole system of go- 
vernment, morality, and religion in such a kingdom as Great 
Britain. What opinion can we entertain of a man who seriously 
thinks that, at some future period, the neceſſity of l in an 
animal body may be superseded :—that men die merely by their own 
fault and mi:management, but, that the immortality of the or- 
ganizet human body, as it is now formed, might be attained by 
proper attention and care :—or who thinks “that, hereafter it is 
« by no means clear, that the most extensive operations may not 
«© be within the reach of en man, or to make use of ' x familiar 
instance, that a plough may not be turned into a field, and perform 
© it's ce, without the nid of cuperintenlence II and then adds, 
telt was in this sene that the celebrated Franklin conjectured, 
that Mind would one day become ommnipotent over mat- 
* in n we has + say with the poet of Epicurus: 
" Naturai 
» Penvirbietir ibi totum fe corpus, et omnes 
" Commutantur ibi vostT UI PEINCIPLORUM +, 


I Godwin, v. 2. p. 494. Ed, 8vo, f Lucret. L. 4. v. 8 


49 


From Greek, or French, or any Roman ground, In n 
In 

I have quoted from the laſt edition of Mr. Godwin's work, the v. 

as he has corrected or omitted many passages which were in the days 

4© edition, If he will but go on with gore laut thoughts, I they 

think he will shortly reduce it to a very liule pamphlet. I could frienc 

make such a collection of Beauties (or what Rabelais might call, cate 

* Antidoted Conundrum”) from this work, as would dazzle even or di 

| a modern philosopher, whose mind is omnipotent over mat- reſor 
ter,” in Mr. Godwin's and Dr. Franklin's sense. I think these rut 
| Beauties would form an assemblage of the most curious and in- the ( 
congruous ideas ever exhibited, fully sufficient, (as Mr, Godwin all 01 
| expresses it) to“ rode (any man] from the lethargick oBL1v10vs de ef 
„Pool, out of which cwery finite intellect. originally rose“ (vol. plans 
2. p. 88. 8vo. ed.) Good heaven! what can Mr. Godwin mean 105U1 

by such idcas, and such words! except he 5serioucly believes that men 
human ouls are dipped in the river of oblivion, or drink of that mod 
stream as described by Virgil. Yet even this will not help or ex- hope 
plain Mr, Godwin's words, for he says, that they © oxtG1NALLY — 

roſe from the oblivious pool. Into what whirlpools of desolating 7 
nonsense Are wer to be hurried, as the sport, the scorn, the ludi- of a1 
bria, the puppets of these New Creators of the moral world Alas 2 

for man! wherever they lead us and themselves, methinks it is 5 
f deeper and deeper, confusion.. wore confounded! The further 1 Phil 
! proceed, the mare I learn to distrust swelling men and swelling and 
| words and swelling ideas, but above all in political subjects, from mw 
which moſt is to be dreaded. Political writers of this class are wn 

not to be considered as the speculators of former times. The 7 
lucubrations of Montesquieu and Locke were given as the result aur 
of long experience and continued meditation; and were not desigu- TEA 
ed to produce subversion, but JJow and gradua) reſormations, as Ny. 
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3 
In mazy progress and eternal round 
Quotations 


the various ſtates cf Europe would admit. The writers of these 
days on the contrary, throw out their ideas at a heat, and intend 
they Should be brought into immediate action. They are not 
friends © to the world, or the world's law.” For IL. would incul- 
cate it again and again, that whatever may be held forth to us, 
or disguised, by these philosaphers, neither their plans, vor their 
reforms, nor their systems, can ever be erected or established 1x 
THE KINGDOM oF GREAT BAITAIx, but upon the overthrow of 
the Christian Religion, upon the annibilation or the diſturbanceof 
all orders and ranks in society, as they now exist. And this cannot 
de effected, but through the necestary and unavoidable medium of 
plunder, confiscation, revolutionary diurnal murders, and in the 
insurrection of the enterprising talents of gifted, bold, and bad 
men UPON ALL PROPERTY, lic and private, upon which all 
modern Revolutionisis rest as their corner stone, and their final 
hope f. N ei | 6 241 


8 Shs. — * hs — 


t To such of my readers as are conversant in those authors 
of antiquity, whose precision, of thought and of language, has 
conferred dignity and ſtability on those principles by which all 
that 15 sacred, or venerable, or useful, or neces:ary to well-being 
is maintained, I would offer the words of an ancient Chriſtian 
Philosopher in the early ages. The uncertainty, and weakness, 
and futility of mod-rn and revived doctrines were never beiter ex- 
posed or expressed. H3n yap wor oxoT9; ayvuias ATAVTR, u 
EATEN , XL ATEWI; THAN, Kats GTEATS , Kat 
exzTa)urTo; ayvoin., Torx Tow die, Cunouevos Jeifar 
re To; Toymntoiv 20xy (AUTWY EVEVTINTHTE, KH as eig OT ELPOY 
auroig x hpi Ty τ οοhj,jjip & &nrndig ram TPAYLATWY, MA v 
reh GUTWY GTEKAZPTOY R XX £10 TO), p/n et Tt padre Kal 
vr 88G CSC 8 

Hermiæ Auzovupwrs (sive Irrisio) ⁊ t DixoooQuy, 
Pag. 475. —Sub fin. Ed. Patris. Justin. Martyris Op: 1636. 
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( 90 


Quotations dance; and wonder at their place, 


Buzz through bis wi 
But on the mitred oath that Tucker (t) swore 
Parr wisely ponder'd, and that oath forbore. 

He prints a Sermon; (it) Hurd with judging eye 
Reads, and reje&s with critick dignity : 

Words upon words ! and most against their will, 
And honied globules dribble through his quill, 


Mawk1sh, 


N. B. If this note is too long, I have no inclination to make any 
apology for it. My conviction and my fears on this most awful 
subject, (while it may zet avail us to consider it) sometimes over- 
power me, till I absolutely sink under them. It is witten. I 
hope we all know where, I'm; ov aywong EK TENEE. 
'TEPON Tpronuyero !” 


Though the reader may possibly have a very good idea of 
« sententious or positive Doctor, in general; yet my specific 
allusion is to the theology of the twelfth century, when the Doc- 
tors were divided into Dectores Dogmatici et Peoxitivi, and the 
Doctores Sententiarii, or expounders of the famous Book of Sen- 
tences by Peter Lombard, Bi, of Paris.— At present Bihep 
Gregoire and Bichep Sieyes at Pas Is, give their Doctors some fa- 
mous books of sentences to expound, notis et commentariis perpetuis 
Doctors GuiLLoTix1, who causes great unanimi:y of senti- 
ment among the Doctors, and arranges their teveral bud with 
admirable precision. (1746.) - 


-(t) Josiah Tucker, D. D. Dean of Glouceſter, & Tayv, once 
took an oath in a pamphlet that he would refuse a bighoprick. 


2, and give the bush more grace, 


Maw 
Hea 


ace, 


( ws } 
Mawkish, and thick; Earth scarce the tropes supplies, 


Heav'n lends her moon and crouded galaxies ; (v) 


Polemick 


( The unfortunate Education Sermon, which Bishop Hurd 
happened to dislike. Hinc ills lacryme ! This produced the 
re-publication of Warburton's and Hurd'stracts, with the splen · 
did and astonishing dedication by Dr. Parr. See the first dia- 
logue of the E. of L. See also Rabelais's great Chapter, How 
Gargantua spent his time in rainy weather, and the comment by 
Du Chat. 


(v) Dr. Parr's own words. See the P. of L. Dialogue 1. 


and Dr. Parr's own Dedication of Warburton's tracts, p. 151 


Kc. with all the display of beautiful earthly and cœlestial ima- 
gery, and all the melliti verborum globuli, which were exhibited 
on the occasion in such admirable confusion, © ut majus sit 
latte eontor tion es oraticnis, quam signorum ortus obitusque, per- 
discere.“ Cic de Fato, Sect. 8. Dr. Parr's strange verbiage $ 
reminds me of some persons in Ie Was; of Aristophanes; 
: | | Auxyes 
I have been misunderstood. I hold up none of Dr. Parr's 
zesquipedalia verba to ridicule; it is his verbiage and phrase 
ology which I reprobate, It would be ridiculous indeed to 
compare the Birmingham Dector with Dr. Semuel Johnson. I 
am not his Biographer. It is not his life but his writings which 
I criticise. What has Dr. Farr written? A Sermon or two, 
rather long; a Latina Preface to Bellendenus, (rather long too) 
consisting of a cento of Latin and Greek expressions applied to 
political subjects: another preface to some English tracts, and 
two or three English pamphlets about his own private quarrels. 
And this is the man to be compared with Dr. Samuel Johnson!!! 
(Added, 1797.) Why am I forced into a confirmation of my opi- 


% 


non stronger and stronger? 


(76 
Polemick phrenzy and irreverent rage, 
And dotard impotence, deform the page. 
| Let 
Aves ExovTes, xo WivupioyTe; ern) 
AF R310erno idwwofpuniytnpa Tea. 
315. Ems, 
Or as Plautus expresses hitriself in one of his comedies ; 
« Salva res ext, philosophatur quoque jam: 


* Quod erat ei nomen '—=T becaurochrysenicockrytides,” 
Captiv. A. 2. 8. 2. 


The Doctor can construe all Hin, I believe, and the meaning of 
it,—Dr Parr is so very learned, and has such a deep mouth, 
that some conjecture he was not born till the end of the eleventh 
month, like the great Gargantua; or Teprm).owers eraturoy, at the 
end of a twelfth month; as Homer speaks (Od. xi. v. 247;) of one 
of Neptune's children, and for which Aulus Gellius, (a favou- 
rite author with Dr. Parr) gravely assignsa reason, 4 Conveniss: 
Neptuno majestatique ejus, ut longiore tempore satus ex eo 
grandesceret. Lib. 3. Cap. 16. ere my aTHwiis evo Alaua- 
rav!!! —A few months after the Doctors birth, he was found 
like Gargantua to be“ a fine boy, and had a burly ly 
he monochordized with his fingers, and barztonized with his tail.“ 
Rabel. B. 1. C. 7. This was a presage of the noizz the Doctor 
was to make hereafter ; but from the nature of his 3s diet, 
(for his ma ters were stiled Tubal Holofernes and Ponocrates 
Matzologus) it appeared that he was better V than taught, It 
the Chi Id wanted a bit of bread, or a slice of mutton, or any 
common vegetable, he was not suffered to have any, till be had 
quoted all the Greek or Latin authors who had mentioned these na- 
trral substances, Pliny, Athenæus, Julius Pollux, Galen, Porphy- 

& 2 _—_— 


6779 
Let him but wrangle, and in any shape 
Not insignificance itself can scape: 
Horace and Coombe (x) go forth, a gentle pair, 
Splendid and silly, to unequal war; 
M But 


ry, Oppian, Polybius, Dionysius Halicarnassens is, Heliodorus, 
Aristotle, Plato, Aulus Gellius, Ælian, Theophrastus,® and Dios- 
corides, down to Buffon and Sir John Hill. This habit /e child 
never lost in his riper years, to the great edification of his hearers 
or readers, when he was furnished with pen and ink, When he 
was advanced to the Doctorate, the child was still the same, 15 
appeared in his complimentary and satirical preface to Bellende- 
nus, in which, as usual, he dicharged all the literary food he ever 
ate, after the Greek fashion of his masters Tubal Holofernes and 
Ponocrates Matzologus, and as prescribed by tha: great and con- 
Summate Theologian, ** Joanninus de Barrauco in libro de 
copiositate reverentiarum,” a writer who cannot be sufficiently 
recommended, and who is as well non as © MuSamunrerTIOS 
in Commonitorio ad Ramiresium de Prado,“ quoted by Mr. 
Porson in his title page of his Letters, to regale Archdeacon 
Travis, 


(x) See the ridiculous controversy between Dr. Parr and Dr. 
Coombe, the little man-midwife and critick, about a pompous 
edition of Horace, published to be sure for no purpose that I 
can discover; which the Doctor Positivus mangled and de- 

ﬆtroyed 


recommend to Dr. Parr the following passage from Theo- 
phrastus's History of Plants, which he will understand: Ey rag 
eyz9zrs pars, mp5; ro MH OYANOMANEIN, enwuncs 
va £71x61g80% Toy coy, Theophrast. Hist. Plant. Lib. 8. c. 7. 


(-278 ) 
But while the midwife to Lucina prays, 
The Gorgon glares, and blasts the critick's bays: 
Parr prints a Peer : (y) well; in all things equal, 
Sense, taste, wit, judgment: but pray read The Sequet. 
Seque! to what? the Doctor only knows; 
Morsels of politicks, most chosen prose, 
Of Nobles, Priestley, Plato, Democrats, 


Pitt, Plutarch, Curtis, Burke, and Rous, and rats ; 


The scene? *tis Birmingham, renown'd afar 


At once for half-pence, and for Doctor Parr. 


OCTAVIUS. 


£troyed in the British Critick without any mercy. See also Dr: 
Parr's strange Letter to Dr. C. on this occasion, signed “ By 


an Occasional Writer in the British Critick.“ 


% Dr. Parr published at Birmingham what he called a 
* frinted Paper; and after that, * a Sequel to a grinted Paper,” 
a very large pamphlet, de omni gcibili, as usual, —N,B..I really 
think it is impossible to point out any man of learning and abi- 
lity, (and Dr. Parr has both, ) who has hitherto wasted his powers 
and attainments in such a desultory, unmeaning, wild, uncon- 
nected, and useless manner, as Dx. PaR M. — In nullum reifublice 


aum ambitiosa loquela iaclaruit.“ HI have dohe with him. 


P 
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J Tacit. Ann. L. 4. Sect. 20. 
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OCTAVIUS. 


Well, if none read such works, yet all admire— 


AUTHOR. 


The paper? 


-OCTAVIUS. 


Yes; ten shillings every quire: (as) 
The type is Bulmer's, just /ike Boydell's plays: 
So Mister Hayley Shines in Milton's (5) rays. 
M 2 In 


(a) Not Dr. Parr's paper or printing, which in some of his 
works is sometimes scarce legible; but 1 allude to and condemn 
the general needlessly expensive manner of publishing most 
pamphlets and books at this time. See the Pursuits of Literature 
Dial. 1. If the present rage of printing on fine, creamy, wire- 
wove, vellum, hot- pressed paper is not stopped, the injury done 
to the eye from reading, and the shameful expence of the hooks, 
will in no very long time annihilate the desire of reading, and the 
possibility of purchasing. No new work <vhatsoever should be 
published in i, manner, or Literature will desvoy itself. 


6180) 


In one glaz'd glare tracts, sermons, pamphlets vie, 


And hot-press'd nonsense claims a dignity. 


AUTHOR. 


Nonsense or sense, I'll bear in any shape, 
In gown, in lawn, in ermine, or in crape: 
What's a fine type, where truth exerts her rule? 


Science is science, and a fool's a fool. 


Vet all shall read, and all that page approve, 
Where publick spirit meets with publick love. 
Thus late, (c) where Poverty with rapine dwelt, 


RumFoRD's kind genius the Bavarian felt, 


Not 


(4) Mr. Hayley wrote a long life, or rather a sort of defence 
of Milton, as I think, prefixed to Boydell's grand edition of the 
poet. I like neither the spit it nor the execution of Mr. H's work. 


(e) See the Experimental Essays, Political, Economical, and 
Philosophical, by Benjamin, Count of RuMForD, &c. &c. &c. 
I hope the Directors of the interior Government of this country 
will have the sense and wisdom to profit from this most valuable 
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Not by romantick charities beguil'd, 
But calm in project, and in mercy (d) mild, 
Where'er his wisdom guided, none withstood, 
Content with peace and practicable good ; 
Round him the labourers throng, the nobles wait, 
Friend of the poor, and guardian of the state. 

Vet all 5hall read, (e) when bold in strength divine, 
Prelatick virtue guards the Christian «brine, 

M 3 Pleas'd 


2nd important work, whose truly philosophick and benevolent 
author must feel a joy and self satisfaction, far superior to any 
praise which man can bestow. 


(4) A distinguishing feature in all his plans for the relief 
of the poor, the idle, the abandoned, and the wretched. The 
mode of conferring mercy and apparent kindness is not always 
mild and merciful, I have too much respect for my readers to 
enlarge on this virtue, May they all feel experimentally, that 
the merciful, in the true sense, shall obtain mercy. 


(e) See the important, convincing, and eloquent Letters ad- 
dressed to Thomas Paine, author of the Age Rea un 24. part, 
by the Rt. Rev. Richard Watson, Bishop of Landaff, «tiled, 
An apology for the Bible.” Every person wishes, that the 
Bishop had changed, or would even now change, the word 
* Apology” to © Defence,” or any other; not that the word 
* apofogy” is abzolutely improper, but because the original 

5 meaning 


( 182 ) 


Pleas'd from the pomp of science to descend, * 
And teach 7he freofile, as their hallow'd friend ; Þ 
In gentle warnings to the unsettled breast, 
In all it's wand'rings from the realms of rest, 
From impious scoffs and ribaldry to turn, 5 
And Reason's age by reason's light discern; X 
Refix insulted truth with temper'd zeal, M 
And feel that joy which Wa rsox best can feel, ng 
5 re: 
True Genius marks alone the path to life, tut 
And fame invites, and prompts the noble strife, 5) 
Her temple's everlaſting doors unbarr'd, S- 
Desert is various, various the reward; dil 
No little jealousy, no ill-tim'd meer, 5 
No envy there ĩs found, or rival fear. 1 
ter 
Methinks on Babylon fond fancy dreams, wy 
Her vale of willows by the mournful ſtreams, as: 
Where * 
e ie 
for 


meaning of it is obsolete. To write Suck a book as this is TO DO A 
REAL SERVICE TO MANKIND,—N, B. A cheap edition of it is 
Printed, and it is hoped, will be circulated throughout the 
kingdom, 


*S 


( 18 3 ) 
Where Hebrew lyres hung (cc) mute! O' er Sion's hill 


Blows the chill blast, and baneful dews distil. (dd) 
M 4 Where 


(cc) * The banks of the rivers of Babylon, the Euphrates, &c. 
were so thickly lanted with willow trees, as the learned Bochart 
informs us, that the country of Babylon was thence called, The 
Vale of Willows,” and on those trees were suspended the lyres 
of the captive Hebrews neglected and unstrung.“ See PERSI1AN 
MiscELLANIEs, by William Ouseley, Esq. 4to. p. 101. 
abounding with learned, pleasing, and curious information, 
It is one of those works, which not being adapted to general 
reading, should be patronised and purchased by men of for- 
tune and education, I beg leave for the same reasons, to recom- 
mend the jngenious Mr. Mauzxice's H:story of Hindostan in 4to. 
and his Indian Antiquities ia 8vo, The subject is indeed in the 
region of fancy and of conjecture, and Mr. M's work abounds 
with both, But such erudition, ingenuity, and unremitting 
diligence, should not fail of an honourable reward. Sint nie 
etiam 5un firemia laudi,y (See also P. of L. Dial. IV.) 


(ad) I read with the greatest concern, the following passage iu 
the very learned, ingenious, and venerable bishop of Worces - 
ter's Preface to the quartp edition of Warburton's Works, con. 
cerning Dr. Lowth, one of the greatest men whom our times 
have produced, Dr, Hurd says; - Bie LowTn's reputation, 
as a writer, was raised chiefly on his Hebrew Literature, as dis- 
played in Hose two works, his © Latin T.ectures on the Hebrew 
poetry,” and his © English version of the prophet Isaiah.” The 
former is well and elegantly composed, but in a vein of er:ticiom 

| not 


—— 
* 


+ Virg. An. 1. v. 461, 


( 184 ) 


Where is the charm, that sense to virtue binds, 
The social sympathy of learned minds, 

The common int'rest, universal cause, 

And all that piety to genius draws? 

How sweet to hear on that Parnassian mount, 
Mild waters welling from the favour'd fount: 
Oh, never may Castalia's streams divide 

From Siloa's brook, and Jordan's hallow'd tide. 


But hark, what solemn strains from Arno's vales 
Breathe raptures wafted on the Tuscan gales ! 
LorENXZ0o rears again his awſul head, 

And feels his ancient glories round him spread; 


The Muses starting from their trance revive, 


And at their Roscoz's bidding, wake and live. (e) 
The 


not above the common; the latter, I think, is chiefly valuable, as i 
chews how little may be exfiected from Dr. Kennicott's Work, and 
from a new translation of the Bible for publick use.“ Pref. to 
Warb. 4to edition, p. 94. The necessity of any observation 
from me, in this note, is precluded by a very able Letter to 
Bishop Hurd, occasioned by his Strictures on Archbishop Secker 
and Bishop Lowth, by a member of the University of Oxford, 
which I recommend to the reader. lt is one of the few pam · 
phlets which should be preserved. 


Ann 


( 185 ) 


The LATIAN GEN1vs vindicates his state, 


And 


(e) See The Life of Lorenzo de Medici, called the Magni- 
ficent, by William Roscoe.“ 2 vol. 4to. I cannot but congra- 
tulate the publick upon this great and important addition to 
Classical History, which I regard as a phænomenon in Litera- 
ture, in every point of view. It is pleasant to consider a gen- 
tleman, not under the auspices of an university, or beneath the 
Shelter of academick bowers, but in the practice of the law and bu. 
ziness of great extent, and resident in a remote commercial town, 
where nothing is heard of but Guinea ships, slaves, blacks, 
and merchandise, in the town of Liverpool; investigating and de- 
scribing the rise and progress of every polite art in Italy at the 
revival of learning with acuteness, depth, and precision; with 
the spirit of the poet, and the solidity of the historian. It is 
pleasant to consider this. For my own part, I have not terms 
sufficient to express my admiration of his genius and erudition, 
or my gratitude for the amusement and information I have re- 
ceived, I may add, that the manner in which Mr. Roscoe pro- 
cured, from the libraries at Florence, many of the various ine- 
dited manuscripts with which he has enriched the appendix to- 
his history, was singularly curious: not from a Fellow or Tra- 
veller of the Diletranti, but from a commercial man in the in- 
tervals of his employment. I $hall not violate the dignity of 
the work by slight objections to some modes of ex pression, or to 
a few words, or to some occasional sentiments in the Hiſtorian of a 
Rejrublick, But I recommend it to our country as a work of un- 
queſtionable genius, and of uncommon merit. It adds the 
name of Roscoe to the very first rank of English classical His- 
torians. 

Mysazum $PONDET CHORUs, ET Rouanvs AroLLo. 41706.) 


1 Sulpiciæ Sat. v. ult. 


( 2186 ) 


And proudly hauls the great Triumvirate, (J) 
Lords of the lyre, and fathers of the song, 

In Fancy's order as they pass along. 

There musing deep in philosophick groves, 

His Tuscan Academe, (g) Loxexzo roves 
While prophets of his great reviving name, 

From isles of fragrance and Athenian fame, 

Sages and Bards in classick pomp appear : 
BESSARION, (4) and PHILELPHO'S (7) form severe; 


MasILIVs, 


Dante, Boccacio, and Petrarch. 


See Mr. Roscoe's account of the institution of the Plato» 
nick Academy at Florence, and the Platonick festival, and the 
effects of it. Vol. 1. p. 160, &c. &c. 


) Cardinal Bessarion, a learned and eloquent prelate, ho- 
noured with the purple by Pope Eugenius the 4th in 1439. 
For the most ample account of the restoration of Greek lite- 
rature in Italy the reader must consult the learned Hodius de 
Græcis Illustribus, Linguz Græcæ literarumque humaniorum 
Instauratoribus, which may easily be procured; and, if conve- 
nient, Tiraboschi's History, which is voluminous, Tiraboschi 
was the Librarian at Modena. 


i) Philelpho.—A Professor in various sciences in different 
parts of Italy, who introduced many curious Greek MSS. into 
that country; a man ot erudition, but turbulent and intrac- 
table in his temper. © Ingenium vagum, multiplex, volubile.“ 
See also the Academie des Inscriptions, tom. 10, p. 691751. 


( 87 ) 
MaxsS1L1Us, (&) rob'd in olive, Plato's priest; 


(/) Janus, with treasures from the learned East; 
And He, who from Eleusis flaming bore 


The torch of science to his native shore, 


Fam'd CHRYSOLORAS; (n) and Lax pIxO ( bold, 


In studious shades high converse form'd to hold ; 


PoLITIAN, 


Y Marsilius Ficinus, the great disciple of Plato, hose doc- 
trines alone occupied his attention, or rather devotion, and 
which appeared in all his conduct and conversation. 


Janus Lacearir, a man of eloquence and politeness, and of 
imperial descent. He was a literary missionary of Lorenzo, 
and brought with him. from the east a treasure of two hundred 
manuscripts. See also Hodius de Grecis Illustribus, p. 294. 
for several curious Ran. 


(m) Emanuel Chrysoldras, stiled by his depri th 
Patriarch of Literature, Fre the Grecian, 


4 


(n) Chxistophero Landino, a Professgr of Poetry and Rhe- 
torick in Florence, a writer of spirit and depth of knowledge; 
and author of a work, once celebrated, called the“ Disputationes 
Camaldulenses,“ formed on a Plan similar to the Tusculan dis- 
putations. The scene supposed is a monastery in the wood of 


Camaldoli. The account of it by Mr. Roscoe, is particularly 


Pleazing and Judicious, Val. 1. p. 103. & e. 


( 188 ) 


PoLITIAN, (un) chief of all th'enlighten'd race 

In Lydian softness, and Horatian grace; 

And MiczAET, (o) whose bold hand the gods direct, 
The sculptor, painter, poet, architect, 

Michael, to Britain dear, so Genius spoke, 


When his last praise from parting (%) Reynolds broke: 


And 


(i) See Mr. Roscoe's account of that finished and polite 


scholar and poet, Angelo Politians, I were an injury to 
abridge it. 


(e) Michael Angelo Buonarotti. I wish, however, to refer 
the reader again to Mr. Roscoe, v. 2. p. 201, &c. who gives 


animation to any subject, new or old; for I know not how it 
is, but as it seems to me, | 


Hvuic Musz indulgent omnes, nunc roscir Aro To. + 


{4) In Sir Joshua Reynolds's final address to the Royal Aca- 
demy, as their President, he concluded an able panegyrick on 
that mighty master, by saying that the last word he wished to 
pronounce from the Chair was, MicuazL Axcilo,” It was 
a word heard by the audience with the deep silence of regret. 
It absolutely repairs me to talk of these great men. Such is the 
power of departed genius! Far pleasanterto me is the language of 
commendation than the tone of censure. TI with to expatiare free- 
ly, when I can, in the groves and retreats of the wise, the virtuous 
and the eminent, with philosophers, and statesmen, and poets, 

and 
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+ Vidæ Art. Poet. L. 1. v. 327. 
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( 1389 ) 


And all whose brows, with ivy grac'd or bays, 
Brighten'd their Lxo's visionary days. 

Names, which I long have blest, nor blest in vain ! 
Oh, were I number'd in their sacred train, 


To realms of purest light, where heroes dwell, 
Her bolder notes the willing Muse should swell 


In lyrick intonation grave and deep, 

Nor dreani with folly, nor with dulness sleep; 
To Cowper and to Gifford leave the rod, 

For songs cœlestial, and the Delian God: 
Then calmly to the secret mount retire, 

Bid Satire glance on folly, and expire. 


OCTAVIUS. 


Give me my Sabine grove, tir'd Horace cried ; 
For Cumæ thus the great Aquinian sigh'd: 
But 


and histerians, and orators of higher fame. I love the regions 
of the morning, and the light of the zun; 


O% ' Hugs nprysvems 
Ouwux xa X £104, xa avrohas Hehao, 1 


————__—_________—____ 


4 Hom, Od. L. 12. v. 3. 


( 190 ) 
But when wild waves, and wars, and tempests rage, 
Ah, who can find the soft Saturnian age? 
"Tis your's awhile to frown on classick toys, 


Black letter Dogs, or hoary Jeventh-form (g) Boys; 
Awhile to war with dunces, fools, and knaves, 
Hirelings of state, or opposition slaves, 

And all who dare profane the Mosz's dome; 
With idle random fierceness they may foam, | 


None shall er column's stately pride deface : 
The snake winds harmless round the marble base. (r) 


(4) i. e. The modern Commentators on Shakspeare, (see Dial. 
1. of the P. of L.) and the translators (not quite The Seatuagint) 
of Gray's Elegy into Greek, See Dial. 3. of the P. of L. v. 1, 
to v. 60. 


(r) My friend Octavius means by this allusion to observe, 
that the proper, constant, and undeviating application of time, 
learning, and talents, must ultimately resist the malignity of 
criticism, and rise superior to temporary neglect, in any depart- 
ment of literature, of government, or of society. And as I con- 
cluded the firſt part of this Poem with a sentence from Swift, 
I wish to recommend another from that great master of life, as 
obvious perhaps, and as little attended to. The sentence is 
this: It is an uncontrolled truth, that NO MAN EVER MADE AN 
ILL FIGURE, WHO UNDERSTGOD HIS OWN TALENTS, NOR A 
GOOD ONE, WHO MISTOOK THEM,” 


— 


END OF THE THIRD DIALOGUE. 
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DIALOGUE THE FOURTH AND LAST. 
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PREFACE 


ro THE 


FOURTH AND LAST DIALOGUE (a) 


OF THE 


PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 


as. 1 PR” Mm 1 | GE * 8 


— 2 „ 
0 — om 


Lour zA SUA TORNA CH'ERA DIPARTITA ! Dante. 


1% Hear his ftrech, but say thos nought.” 
% But one word more: 
« He will not be commanded !" 


Macbeth. 


— . — — 


As I have now brought my Poem to the conclusion 
which I intended, it is proper and, as I think, respectful 
to offer some considerations to the publick, for whose use 
it was written, No imitation of any writer or of any poem 
was proposed, except the adherence to the principles of 
just composition, and a general observation of the finished 
models of classical literature, be considered as such. In 

N the 
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(194) 


the Preface to the First Dialogue I said, what I now repeat, 
that I wort#*not have printed it, but from a full con- 


viction of it's tendency to promote the publick welfare. 
My particular ideas on the nature and subject of SATIRE 
J expressed clearly and fully in the Advertisement to the 


Second Dialogue, and under the influence and impression of 
those sentiments I wrote the Poem. In my introduction 


tothe Third Dialogue, feeling the importance of my subject 


in it's various branches, I asserted that, LITERATURE, 


** well or ill conducted, 1s THE GREAT ENGINE by which, 


+I am fully persuaded, ALL CLVILIZED STATES must 


ultimately be supported or overthrown.” I am now 
more and more deeply impressed with this truth, if we 
consider the nature, variety, and extent of the word, Li- 
terature, We are no longer in an age of ignorance, and 
anformation is not partially distributed according to the 
ranks, and orders, and functions, and dignities of social 
life. All learning has an index, and every science it's 
abridgment. I am scarcely able to name any man whom 
I consider as wholly ignorant. We no longer look exclu- 
sively tor learned authors in the usual place, in the re- 
treats of academick erudition, and in the seats of religion. 
Our peasantry now read the Rights of Man on mountains, 
and moors, and by the way side; and shepherds make the 


- analogy between their occupation and that of their gover- 


nors. Happy indeed, had they been taught to make no other 
comparison. Our unsexed female writers now instruct, or 
contuse us and themselves in the 1 of 4p" ao 
turn us wild with Gallick frenzy. 


10 ” 
"But there” is one publication of che time too pecu! lar, 


and too important to be passed over in a general reprehen- 


6”? — 


sion. There is nothing with which it may ve compared. 


A le- 


9s ; 

A legislator in our. own, parliament, a, membes of the 
House of Commons of Great Britain, an elected guardian 
and defender of the laws, the religion, and the good man- 
ners of the country; has neither scrupled nor-blushedeo 
depict, and to. publish io the world, the arts of lewd and 
systematick seduction, and to thrust upon the nation the 
most open and unqualified: blasphemy against the very code 


and volume of our religion. And all this, with his name, 


style, and title, prefixed to the novel or romance called 
„ Tuk MONK.” (6) And one of our publick theatres has 
| „ ute N14! oe 


. . on &. © 
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„ i. le 345 19 e 3 s 
(5) * Taz Monx, a Romance in three volumes by M. Lzw- 
15, Esq. M. P.“ printed for Bell, Oxford Street. At first 1 
thought that the name and title of the author were fictitious, 
and some of the publick papers hinted it. But I have been so- 
jlemnly and repeatedly assured by the Bookseller himseif, that 
it is the writing and publication of M. Lewis, Esq. Member 
Parliament. It is suſfſeſent for me to point out Chap. 7. of Vol. 
2. As a composition, the work would bave been better, if the 
offensive and scandalous passages had been omitted; and it 
is disgraced by a diablerie and nonsenze fitted only to fright- 
en children in the nursery. I believe this 7th Chap. of 
Vol. 2. iz indirtable at Con Law. Edmund Curl in the 
first year of George II. was prosecuted by the Attorney Ge- 
neraſ (Sir Philip Yorke afterwards Lo:d Hardwicke) for 
printing two obscene books. The Attorney General set forth 
the several obscene passages, and concluded, that it was an 
effence against the 2 Feate. The delendant was found guil- 
ty and set in the pillory.“ See Str. 788. 1 Barnardist 29 
NOTE ON THE NOTE. N 
»The indictment (in Mich. Term 1 G. II. begins thus: 
Edmund Curl, Exiztens homo iniquus et iceleratus nequiter machi- 
© nan ef intendens bouos mores mubditorum hujus regni corrumter e, 
det eos ad neguitiam inducere, quendgm obscenum libellum intitulat, 
&c, &6,—See Sir John Strange's Rep. p. 777. kd. 1782, In 
. 4 
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that she would have preferred putting into her U 


( #96 ) 
afurea the publick aftention vtilf more to this novel, by a 


xcenick representation bf an Episode in it. 0 Proceres 


9 d · AN 
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We know the proceedings against the book, entitled “ Me. 
moirs of a Woman of Pleasure,“ by John Cleland. To the 
of obscenity, (which certainly I shall not copy in 

this place) Mr. Lewis has added BLASPHEMY AGAINST THE 
CRIPTURES; the following passage may be considered as zueh. 
He (the Monk) examined the book which she (Antonia) had 
„ been reading, and had now placed upon the table. It was 
„ug BISIE. How,“ said the Prior to himself, Antonia 
«« reads the Bible, and is still so ignorant?“ Bu- upon further 
inspection he found that Elvira (the mother of Antonia) had 
* made exactly the same remark. That frzdent mother, while 
£5, he admired the beauties of THE SACRED WRITINGS, was con- 
+ vinced,. that anrestricted, no reading more imfrrofier could be fer- 
&© mitted. a young woman, Many of the narratives can only tend 
© 40. excite ideas the worit calculated for a female breast ; every thing 
$ js called roundly and plainly by it's own name; and THE, Ax- 
„% NALS OF A BROTHEL WOULD SCARCELY FURNISH A GREAT- 
ER CHOICE OF INDECENT "EXPRESSIONS, Yet this is the 
* book which young women are recommended to study, 
„Which is put into the hands of children, able to com- 
K proband little. more than those passages of which they lad 
* better remain ignorant, and which but too frequently incul- 
* cate the firit rudiments of vice, and give the firit alarm to 
He atill Slecfring hatient. Of this Elvira was so fully convinced, 


nte 


* hands Amadis de Gaul, or. the Valiant Champion 
3 , | | ; **the 


| —— - — 
NN NOTE ON THE wor- | 
Favs e three days after the point had been solemnly ed, and 
the judges had given their respective opinions, Sir J. Strange 
observes, They gave it as their wnanimans oftinion, that this tua: 
4 temporal offence.” And they declared also that if the famous 
case of the Queen against Read (6 Ann. in B. R.) was to be 
adjudged by em) they should rule it offerwire; i. e. contrary 
to Lord Ch JI. Holt's opinion.—-The Judges were Sir Robert 
(afterwards Lord) Raymond, Fortescue, Reynolds, and Probyn. 


»*»,, no O04 AD err ren a HTO 
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Censore opus es, an Haruapite nobis pe I consider this as 
a neœC species of legislative or staze-parricide, What is it 
to the kingdom at large, or what is it to all those whose 
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1 WK! 9 

& the White; and would cooner have autharized ; 2 . 
eu 5 9 75 of Don Galaor, or the Lr the o 15 
„ Damzel Plazer de mi vida.“ (p. 2x7, 248.) Kc. Lstate 
only what is printed. It is for others to read it and to judge. 
The falshood of this passage is not more gross than it's et: 
In the case of Thomas Woclbtoll, j the 2d. of George II. 
for blasphemous discourses against our Saviour's 'miracles; 
when arrest of jadgment was, moved; Lord Raymond and the 
whole Court declared they would not suffer it to be debated 
whether to write against Christianity ia gente! (nor conterhin 
controverted points between the learned, but is gencrat) was 
not an offence punishable in the temporal Courts of Common 
Law. Woolston was imprisoned one year, and entered into . 
large recognitance for” his good behaviour during life.” Sir Philip 
Yorke, afterwards . rdwicke, was Attorney —__— 
the time. The case of the King against Annet, whe 

Hon Charles Yorke” was Ar General (3d of Ges. It.) 
for a blasphemous book entitled “ The Free Inquirer,” tending, 


among other points, to ridicule, reduce and diccyellit the Herr 


ScRIPTUR&S, is well known to the profession. The unishe 
ment was uncommonly severe. Whether the passage I have 
quoted in a pofular novel, has not 4 fendency to corrupt the 
minds of the people, and of the younger unsuspecting 4a of 
the female sex, by traducing and dixcrediting Tur. HoLY SCrip. 
TURES, is a matter of publick consideration.—“ This book 

* all over the kingdom; are the words of Judge Reynolds, in 
the case of E. Curl. What Mr, Lawis has printed fublickly 
with his name, that I state publickly to the nation. Few will 
dissent from the opinion of Lord Raymond and the Court, in 
the case of Curl above stated, as reported by Strange, and 
Barnardiston to this effect; Religion is tart of els common lato, 


« and therefore whatever is an offence vant that, is an offence 
© against THB Common Law.” Wit 
tbe note, * 


this opiniop, conclude 


» Juv. Sat, 2. | 


( wt ) 
office it is to maintain, truth, and to instruct the rising 


abilities and hope pt, England. that the author ol it is a ve. 
ry young man? That forsooth he is a man of genius and 
fancy? So much the worse. That there are very poetical 
descriptions of castles and abbies in this novel? So 
much the worse again, the novel is more alluring 
on that account. Is chis a time to poison the waters of 
our land in their springs and fountains? Are we to add 
incitement to incitement, and corruption to corruption, 
till there neither is, nor can be, a return to virtuous action 
and to regulated life ? Who knows the age of this author? 
I presume, very few. Who: does not know, that he is a 
Member of Parliament? He has tald us all so himself. I 
pretend not to know, (Sir John Scott does know, and prac- 
tises too, whatever is honourable, and virtuous, and digmfi- 
ed in learning and professional ability) I-pretend not, I say, 
to know, whether this be an object of parliamentary ani- 
madvervion, Prudence may possibly forbid it. But we 
can feel that it is an object of moral and of national repre- 
hension, when a Senator openly and daringly violates his 
first duty to his C/ country. There are wounds, and obstruc- 
tions, and diseases in the political, as well as in the natural, 
body, for which the removal af the part affected is alone 
efficacious. At an hour like this, are we to stand in con- 
eultation on the remedy, when not only the disease 1s as- 

D504; J © certained 
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7 (d) All members of the legizlature, Peers or Commoners, 
sbould joiu, in, sentiment and in character with the Athenian 


'  prator, and be considered as speaking to their country in these 


words: Heis, bis lepa xa 'Taþ2 TpYyovuy CTAPXSOW © TY 
* Tlzrgd:, xa: dar NA), web" uE ed, xa: 
„% KATH THS VOHhMS, "HH iS ora, xa reuvr, af TS He- 
rte TI re. xX. AESChin; xe TlzratfeoCins.” Sect. 11. 
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certained, but the very stage of the disease, and its speciſiok 
ymptoms? ' Are we to spare the sharpest instruments of 
authority and of censure, when x establishments are 
gangrened in the e Yi 12649 ten Toad: 
CUE LION IIS 
I fear, if our leds are „belly regardless of such 
writings, and of such principles, among their ποnun members, 
it may be said to them, as the Roman Satirist said to the- 
patricians of the empire, for offences slight indeed, when 


compared to thesee 4: 0:01 «u l- 
| 4 4 I sene ibis. 
* At vo Trojugenæ REP! ignoscitis, et ug 


Tur pia cerdoni Volesos b 28 decebunt. ſfe1. 
F C4 HH RB 
There is nb — peculiar in eee. 
thing wholly unknown to our ancestors. But men, hows. 
ever dignified in their political station, or gifted with ge- 
nins, and fortune, and accompłishments, may at leastobe 
made ashamed, or alarmed, or convicted before the tri- 
bunal of publick opinion. Before that tribunal, and to 
the law of reputation, and every binding and powerſul 
sanction by which” that law is enforced, is Mr, ** 
f ee eee n 5H BE 


I would Has in this af on 2 a — * r a "Roman 
Catholick Divine, for that animadversion it so solemnly 
demands. I mean the Preface to the Second volume of 
Dx. GzDDpes's Translation of 1 the Bible, I really would 
not trust myself to criticise the Translation itself, after I 
had read the fifth Chapter of Judges, v. go. where for the 
vands * T0 every man A damsel or wk Dr. geddes 

eee nen et + translates, 
— —u—- 1 


(£) Juv. Sat. 8. v. 181. 


( noo ) 
tran s/ates, by way-of a ii and inviting improvement, 


* A Girl. A COUPLE GE GIRLS, la euch brave man lu e 
will. have nothing to de with ruf Doc ron's Bravery; 
but I intend to make a few observations on the Preſace 
alone, Which is very extreordinary indeed, and by no 
means in the spirit which the sacred writings scem to re- 
commend I am always pleased with everv serious at- 
tempt 10 eludidate the Scriptures, and am as ready as any 
man to acknowWedge the merit and learning of an indus. 
trious and ingenious scholar. But though 1 differ essen - 
tially from Dr. Geddes, I am sure I shall never call him 
** apostate, inſidel, or heretick“ in general terms, as he 
inoms some persons will do; (Pref. p. 4.) but I may op- 
pose an opinion to an opinion. The cause in which he 
is engaged is not a trifling cause, nor is it; as we are some - 
times told, an object of nere classical criticism. I think 
there 4s an unbecoming levity in the Doctor's manner more 
frequently than I could wish, and he expresses his senti- 
ments in language not easily understood at all times, nor 
according to the genius and common grammar of the Eng- 
lish tongue. But his meaning and opinion is, that ** the 
* Histarical Books of the Old Testament vere not divancly 
inspired.“ He tells us (p. 12.) of a partial and putative 


inspiration,“ and that the writers had not '* a perpetual 


and unerring auſflation. I do not quite understand the 
terms, as they are too sublime for a plain Englishman, but 
I 5uppose they are very ſine, and I suppose their meaning 
from other sentences in the preface. He says, p. 3.) that 
* The Hebrew Historians wrote them from uch human 
* documents as they could find, popular traditions, old 
* 46ngs5, and publicl registers.“ Singular materials truly - 


ſor divine PEI But he says also, © ] venture (and 
7 it 
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it is indeed venturing a great deal) E venturg to lay it 
down a, à certain (truth, that there is no intrinsitit rome 
„ dence. of the Jewish Historians being! divinely inspired; 
« that there is nothing in the style, or arrangement, in the 
« whole colour or complexion of their compositions, that 
« peaks the guidance of an unerring spirit, but that on'the 
" contrary, every thing proclaims the fallible and failing 
* writer,” (p. 5-) Dr. G. declares also, After reading 
„the Hebrew writings, and finding to Ait full contiction 
go many intrinsick marks of falhbility, error and in- 
consistency, not to say domnrigit absurdity,” (p. 11.) he 
could not believe their inspiration, even if he were taught 
it by an angel. I have thus introduced the reader to the 
Doctor's most explicit opinion; but Lwill also present him 
with his solemn affirmation, and he will easily decide on 
the propriety, the reasoning, and the consistency of ĩt. f 
% value” them: not the lets, (says Dr. Geddes) because 1 
deem them not divinely inspired. (p. 12:) If a man 
can seriously assert, that the Scriptures inspired by Goo 
(upon that supposition being granted) are not more valuable 
than the productions-of a mere ſallible wretched creature 
like man, in his best estate, I really could not lose my 
time in argument with that man however learned, or ho- 
ever gifted. He has degraded himself from that rank: of 
literature and of sound understanding, which gives him a 
title to be answered. Dr. Geddes, as a scholar, should 
re. consider iis character, aud as a professed Christian, he 
should ve-examine his principles. I cannot discuss the 
doctrine of inspiration in this place; it cannot be expected 
that L sbould, - Put the tendency of all the proceedings of 
our scholars and guides in literature, and in the state, and 
in beligion, should be carefully watched. The open blaſ- 
. 
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phemy and low scurrility of Thomas Paine; has been zet 
aside by just argument, and the Jaw of the land has armed 
itself against it's effect in society. Mr. LEWIS, Member 
of Parliament, has attacked e Buble, as I have just shewn, 
in another and in a shorter manner t, blasphemeus as far a, 
it goes, and tending to discredit and traduce it's authority. 
And last Dr. Gkonks, a Translator of the Bible, versed 
in the original language and in Hebrew criticism, has u 
begun his attack also on the Histerical parts, Which, if 


they are not part of the inspired writings, are not-intitled 


to the name of sacred Scriptures. It is difficult to say, 
where these attacks will end. The times are so preca- 
rious, and revolt from all authority human and divine 80 
frequent, that the magistrate, the $atirist, and the critick 
have an united office. / the hirtorical parts of the Bible 
are given up, another man will arise and object to the poetica 
parts. These will be allowed to have sublimity, and diguity; 
but it will be asked, why should they be considered as ingpir. 
ed? All poetry, we shall be told, is in some sense inspired; 
Homer and Æschylus and Shakspeare, and why not the He- 
brew bards. The moral portion ot the Scriptures is evidently 
full of wisdom and of the soundest sense, and I suppose 
we shall soon hear it may be dhe wort of a philosopher, and 


that morality is not matter of inspiration. A fourth writer 


we 
may 
—_—_ ” 
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NOTE. 
I am glad to bear testimony to the excellence of Mr. Er- 
skine's eloquent declamation in the court of K. B. in the cause, on 
Newton, Boyle, Locke, and other great men, the, defenders of 
hristianity.— But my general opinion of Mr. Erskine's talent 
r writing ard publick speaking is very different, Out of 
Westminster Hall he absolutely sivks into nothing. Tanquan 
ue. Hitrinum aliguod derrudi et coming i videtur. (See a future 
ote on this Poem, Dial. 4.) 


'+ la The Monk, a Romance.” See above. Pref. p. 195 
of Dialogue 4. 
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may first insinuate with great respect, and then prove that all 
prophecy is ambiguous; and that the prophecies in the Bible 
may be conjectural, and therefore no reliance can be had on 
{heir inspiration. Lastly we may be loosely and indiscri- 
minately told, that the doctrinal” parts are zo much above 
as well as contrary | to human reason, that they could 
not come from Cod. Thus might 'the "whole fabrick 
vanish into air, into thin air: or to reverse Me. Gib- 
bon's phrase, thus might ** the triumphant banner of 
« the heathen Capitol be again erected on the ruins of the 
„Church of Christ.“ Still we are to sit silent, still we are to 
hear with patience the outrageous presumption of man before 
his merciful Creator! while The world and it's adora- 
« ble AUTHOR, zit attributes and essence, is power, and 
rights, and duty (I tremble to pronounce the word) be all 
a brought together to be judged—BEFORE Us.“ % We'are 
to assemble in the Temple with all our princes, and lords, and 
| | potentates, 


2 _ - 
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NOTE. 


t As the subject is so important, and words are so frequent- 
ly misapphied or misapprehended, it is always of use to remem- 
ber the words Faith and Reason, as conttadistinguished to each 
other. Mr. Locke has defined them with a clearness and 2 
ay which never can be exceeded, and which never should 

forgotten, in thought or in conversation. REASON, as 
„ contradistinguished to Faith, 1 take to be the discovery of 
© the certainty or probability of such propositions or truths, 
* which the mind arrives at by deductions made from such ideas 
„which it has got by the use of it's natural faculties, namely, 
* by sensation or reflectien.—FatTp, on the orher side, is the 
* as*ent to any proposition not thus made out by the deductions 
« of reasor, but upon the credit of the praposer, as coming from 
* Go, in some extraordinary way of communication. This 
* way of djscovering t:uths to men, we call evelation.”” Locke's 
Essav on the H. U. B. 4. C. 18. An attention to this accurate 
definition would prevent all confusion, and oftentimes, very 
Idle or profane jargon in conversatioa. Mr, Locke's whole 
chapter on this subject should be studied. | | 


( 204 ) 


» ,” LY 4 .* — o vt 6 LI Et 


potentates, and venerable orders, and our high officers, in 
all che. gradations and dignities of gur state and hierarchy, 
till some CHAMPLON of anarchy and inſidelity be brought 
forth, as in sport, and placed between the pillars. He may 
+ bow himself with all his might,” but his strength, f 
trust, will not be from above; he will © eel the nature of 
the pillars whereupon the house standeth)" I speak this in ge. 
neral. I do not apply it to Dr, Geddes, or any such scholar, 
It is not now for the first time that e Canon, and the inspi- 
ration, and the authenticity of the Scriptures have been exa. 
mined; and their internal evidence has often taught a difle. 
rent lesson. I cannot help offering one suggestion, as it is 
new to me. If there is a subject in the Bible which 
has been particularly s:ngled out for profane ridicule, 
it is that of Jonah being swaliowed up in the whale's belly 
three days and three nights, Vet, as if to confound hu. 
man wisdom, or sagacity, or vanity, and as an eternal les. 


son to human presumption on the fitness and unfitness of 
the 
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1 NOTE. a 

Fogden's Sermons, Hallifax's edit, vol. 1. p. 2.— There was 
something peculiarly amiable in the kind and disinterested 
office which the late Bishop of St. Asaph, Dr. HarTLITAx, un- 
dertook in the vindication of the memory and writings of two 
great men, (quales et quantos wires / ) Bishop Butler and Dr. 
Ozden. It wilt be an eternal honour to that very acute, learn- 
ed, and most judicious prelate. Cicero shall speak for this 
prelate. No man once better understood the strength and appli- 
cation of his language, when he filled the profesorial chair 
of Civil Law, the urriaxN of his day, in the University of 
Cambridge. % Idoneus mea quidem sententia, praertim 
gquum et Irss En audiverit et scribat de mortwo ; ex 
quo nulla suspicio est amicitize causa eum esse mentitum.” 
Cie: de Clar. Orat. Sect. 15. What such a writer as Dr. Hal- 
Hfax has told, who would tell again? I only speak in honour 
to the memory of a Scholar, whose name, and high attain- 
ments in science, should be recorded, To yap Veh sri 92y9vrun 
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the subjects of inspiration, THE SAVIOUR OF TYE 


WoRLD HIMSELF thought proper to choose and to ap- 
propriate this event To HIM ELT. 5 As Jonah was three 
« days and three nights in the whale's belly, 80 Shall THE 
« Son OF Ma be three days and three nights in the heart 
« of the earth!“ St. Matt. c. 12. v. 40.—l solemnly pro- 
test, I have no other object in view in Whatever I have 
written; but the good of man in all his best interests, com- 
flicated as they are, at this awtul and presxmng hour. More 
is yet in our power than we may even imagine; bug a the 
orders of the state must unite vigorously and powerfulty 
in their speczfick functions to preserve it. The priests and 
ministers of the Lord must also stand between the poreh 
and the altar, and exert themselves“ before their eyes begin 
* to wax dim that they may not see, and ere the lamp f 
„God goethh out in the temple of the Lord, WHERE THE 
„ ARK OF GOD WAS!” F—I am desirous that all persons 
of literature and good tense, and lovers of their country, 
should be convinced to what end we may at last be con- 
ducted, if we are not aware of our danger. 


But to return. The objects of publick regret and of- 
fence are nom so numerous and so complicated, that all 
the milder offices of the Muse have lost their influence 
and attraction. It is indeed unfortunate. that scarce à sub- 
ject in literature can be interesting without the sci- 
ence and matter of policicks, They give a colour to our 
; 1.04 very 
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all „nens. 2 8 

\ Emuricy Taz ru II ecru! ate the very words of Chriſt. 
Can words be more explicit? Let a German professor, J G. 
Eechhorn, the successor of the great Michaelis, nbi it juris 
able to expel the prophetick book of Jonah from; the present 
canon of the Scripture.— See his German Introduction to the 


Old Teſtament. 1 * * 
5 4 Sam. b. 1. ch. 3. v. g. 
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very thoughts. Y We are borne down with a force not tobe 
f | M151 A | resisted 


8 N NOTE. 


(f)<* Quibus doſes et o55e55u5 animus quantulum loci boni 
artibus rehnquit!”” Dialog. de Oratoribus C 29.—T cannot resis 
"giving an opinion at this time. Y, uly 1797.) My prime objection 
to any proposed Ministry of Mr. Fox and his adherents is this, 
1 believe their priuciples are too jun for the good, the safety, 
er perhaps for the existence, of this country under it's present 
constitution. I believe, that their design is to throw such a 
weight of power into the House of Commons, % means of « 
Reform, as would ultimately mould the te Houses of Parlia- 
ment not merely into a resemblance, but into the actual form 
and relative power of the Council of Five Hundred, and the 
Council of Ancients, I am also of opinion, that the authori- 
ty and influence of the Crown of Great Britain, would be te- 
dnced far below that which is lodged in the Executive Direc- 
tory of France. I think the proposed Reforms lead, beyond 
a controversy, to this ie. I conceive, that a great.Personage, 
in the case of a change of Mr, Pitt's Ministry, must be 
apprehensive, to whom he is to be delivered, and 10 what he 
may be reduced. Ie fride of a statesman's understanding, 
alike Mr. Fox's, in the plenitude of dignity, will overbear all 
ideas of a balance of power in the orders of the state, and of 
the safety, of the country, upon it's ancient principles. He has 
declared his opinion; he must not recede. All will be $acri- 
ficed 7o that ride in a moment of phrenzy. The example of 
every state, nation, and City, subdued by French arms, French 
principles, and French treachery, is to he weighed well, as an 
aweful warning in this kingdom, which may yet be preserved. 
The #rcroachments of auch a statesman, as Mr. Fox, (paramount 
as he is in ability and in political eloquence beyond any man) 
are to be waiched and resisted by all who think'soberly, and 
are independent of party. Yet Mr. Fox neither could, nor 
would, satisfy the raving and tyrannical ideas of Horne 
Tooke and the French crew. They would make use of 
him to a certain point. They would ien declare him an 
enemy to his country, and conduct him to the scaffold, 
Corpora lenté augescunt, otro extinguuntur.”$ The se- 
curity of property, publick and private, i, shaken by the 
propoted system, and a Revolution (which we never yet have 
known but in mere name) might then be at hand. A govern- 
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resisted; when our very existence, as à nation under its an · 
cient laws, and constitution, and establishments, has been 
rendered dubious. I would particularly recommend the se- 
rious perusal of the account given by Thucyddes of the demo- 
cratick sedition in Coreyra. The reader would be convinc- 
ed, that the same peculiarities mark all popular editions and 
insurrections, the same pretexts, the same motives. The 
insurgents declare the friends of the lawful and established 
government enemies to the popular representation and in- 
terest. Some of these insurgents have private enmities 
to revenge, and others, have debts to cancel. Death is 
the universal solvent. % The historian observes, they 
held forth either the specious offer of greater equality of 
. among the Pts or a more temperate form of arts- 
| | en, 


| OY Fwy a 2 


= N Or K. 

ment which once relaxes, is not easily reralled to the vigour of 
it's ancient principles, We have — us statesmen oft deter- 
mined and of true patrioti«m, and this final misery may yet de 
prevented. We have a — who has courage, virtue, and firm- 
ness. Of his Minister, the Right Hon. Wm. Pitt, I have given 

my opinion often ix another face ; ; I have not altered my senti- 
ments. 

| certainly cannot say with the great Satirist under Louis 
the 14th, | 
Que ma viea Cornurr inspiroit Pallezresd. a 2 


I speak, and I have spoken, most impartially of Ma, Pixr. 71 am 
neither for a proscription of any political talents, nor for an he- 
reditary claim to the publick office of Prime Minister. But if 
the principles of any statesman are such, as to induce a real and 
Kei change in the government, that Statesman should not 

admitted to rule. If the 13 and established . Pringiples 


Hear the great Historian: Tn Hen am — 
paves reis Toy Anpor xxTEueo iv. Ambavay Ties: rms SNK. 
kana, u BNAOL I PNMLAT WV My en dn Toy pn marr 
i wy Sect, 81. . „in 
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tocracy, or some state expedient varying wich the hour; 
but each leader in reality had his own private views of 
ambition, or power, or riches, but accommodated his 
speeches to the prevailing humour of the day. (0 This 


»» 


Di ese r 4. 26 Bu. 15 
of the English constitution are maintained, a Prime Minister 
may conduct * affairs, even with a mediocrity of talent, 
It is neither Mr. Pitt, nor Lord Lansdown, nor Mr. Fox, 
Mr. Grey, who are necessary to the function. But, by the 
disastrous consent of the whole nation and it's Parliament, 
thinking rightly, proposing zoundly, and meaning honestly, are 
nothing without SPEAKING WELL.—-Let me add a word or tuo 
on a subject not quite foreign to this note — The example of 
a very learned and, in my opinion, of a very virtuous and ho- 
nourable man, to whom the country is under much obligation, 
Mx. RREvESs, will deter any man from volunteer union in favour 
of any Minister. It would not be amiss, to be sure, if Mr. R. or 
any other writer, would read Aristotle-and Quintilian on tropes 
and metaphors, before he adoras his native language with all 
the richness of imagery, and exerts the command, which na- 
ture gives him, over the figures of speech. Trunco, non frondi- 
bus, efficit wnbram. For my own part, when his pamphlet, 
„The Thoughts on the English Government, was published, 
I never felt more indignation than when I saw this gentleman 
ungenerously and shamefully abandoned, and given up by Mr, 
Pitt in the H. of Commons to the malice of his avowed ene» 
mies, and to a criminal prosecution in the Court of King's 
Bench. He was solemnly acquitted of any libellous inten- 
tions; but his language was imprudent. He fell a victim to me · 
taphorical luxuriance and state-botanz.— (See Thoughts 
&c,” as above, pag. 12 and 13 for Mr, Reeves's Simile of the 
Consritutional Tree and it's Branches.) . 
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NOTE ON THE NOTE. ; 


+ It was the deep and important observation of Aristotle; 
Ev ue ra eoviy ev Ocwpery,—See also the tenth chapter of 
Aristotle's Rhetorick, Book 3. which I recommend ta all 
Political -wrirters and speakers; De Ubanis Metaphoris, or 
ep. Toy αναν ,, X24 WY V3: 4e1roy, Those great criticks, 
Messers. Fox and Sheridan, differed however essentially from 


9% 


Aristotle in this point, in their Commentaries, read publickly 
in the H. of C. on this text: Te Merapopuy vious: 


MXNLGTC. Gi X&TH 00), Rhet. L. 3. c. 10. 8. 3. 
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as we have all known, has been transacted step by step 
upon a great and tremendous scale in France. The Ita- 
lian and Belgian states are following them with headstrong 
and infuriate revolution. W have indeed MORE. ro 
PEESERVE THAN ANY OTHER CounTRy under hea- 
ven; and we may, by wise regulations, hereafter restore 
even the finances of the state. We must never forget 
that the stability of our present Constitution is the sole 
stability of all property, publick and private. 1 speak 
from awful and trembling conviction, Oux RUIN CAN 
BE EFFECTED BY POLITICAL REFORM,ALONE, and 
our Enemies at home, and in France, know that I speak 
the truth. We in Great Britain, who are yet in a con- 
dition to preserve ourselves, sce and read and feel these 
things. The grant of one demand leads necessarily to 
another when any material alteration in a state or govern- 
ment is conceded, If the second is refused after the first 
has been granted, we are then told, that there is a want of 
consistence in the plan, and that it were more adviseable 
to have kept the state as it was, than to admit only a par- 
tial reform, We surely cannot be said to be duped and 
fooled by Reformers, without warning from history and 
from experience. The constitutional statesmen of Great- 
Britain cannot now be ignorant of the nature of * a Mo: 
dern Reform in my State of Europe. The greater the 
O difficulty 
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NOTE. 


3 Hear Thucydides again in his own language. „Oi ev 
raise FOE TPO THVTES (ET OVOUATYS X20 TDL EUTPETES, dn 
I -ovoraes r, xa ApioTXpariIas 0wPpovos TPOTUNNSEL, Th 
e xowrx Nora Oepamevoyres als trouro, navri de Tpotw 
ag GNATNGV Ne tar —x04 her Wnt» adi 
XKZETAYVWTEWS, N NR XTWAEVOL KPATEN, EN TOHY THY 
a, QAGYEKIEY SATHATMENK.” Ib. Sect, 82. 
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difficulty and danger, the greater the fury of the Revolu- 
tionists. Pindar was a poet and a statesman; be said: 
Aroomrouy Eporoy ogurepz wayizm* A man of a poetical 
mind either wanders into futurity, or recals the images 
of other times and of other empires. He can some. 
times even descend into the regions of terrifick fable, 
and give to his own country the sentiments and passions 
of antiquity, and body forth contending parties which 
are no more, of the virtuous and the valiant, of the wick. 
ed, the desperate, and the frantick. At such an hour as 
the present, and with the objects which we see and hear 
2nd feel, with the exultation of the bad, and the dejection 
of the good, and the labours of great statesmen to preserve 
us from final misery, can we forbear to contemplate the 
picture drawn by that poet, whose only Muses were Cesar, 
and Brutus, and Cato, and the genius of expiring Rome. 
Tristis FELICIBUS UMBRIS = 

_ Pultus erat; vidi Decios natumque patremque, 

Lustrales bellis animas, ſentemque Camillum. 

Abruptis Catilina minax fractisque catenis 

Exultat, Mariique truces nudique Cethegi: 
Vidi ego lætantes, popularia nomina, Drusos 

Legibus immodiccs, ausosque ingentia Gracchos. 
. Xternis chalybum nodis, et carcere Ditis 

Constrictæ plausere manus, CAMPOSQUE PLORUM 


Poscir TURBA NOCENS! (gg /} 2 
The 
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* Nem. Od. 11. + Lucan, Pharsal. L. 6. v. 784. 


(2g) In the feu question of a Reform in Parliament (i. e. 


in the House of Commons) I certainly do not mean to call fi- 
© guratively 


62 
The present Poem was not composed for a trivial. pur- 
pose, or without mature thought. It is the fruit and study 
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N. the Ministerial gronnd, the Cami Piorum, but I 
call the Constitution of England and it's defenders, in or out of 
Parliament, by that name. Nor would 1 by any means rank 
the gentlemen of opposition with the Turòa nece us. That turba 
necen; are the levellers aud the partisans of democracy and re- 
volution. But the licence of poetry we are told is considerable, 
if assumed with modesty. The question itself has nothing to 
do with invention, though, as Ithink, much ctiam is employed in 
the support of it. I am of opinion, that in the outset there is 
a fiction or a deceit. We are told we must recur to the original 
inciple of the H. of C. the principle, as I suppose, on which 
it was founded, and that principle is declared to be faftular in 
the madern sense of that word. In this argument historical truth 
is not asserted ; I would maintain, that it is violated: It is 
contrary to matter of fact. The very origin of the House its 
self (the best antiquaries will tell you so) is rather. doubtful. 
The more remote your enquiry, the greater the demonstration 
of it's original weakness, nay (I say it with grief) of it's politi- 
cal insignificance, It was a Council, which grew out of a 
3 Council, and it was ed to represent the roherty of 
e kingdom. I will not insult my render with information 
on the subject. But it is matter of plain historical knowledge 
that it's powers, it's functions, it's freedom, and it's conge- 
quence have been all frogressive to a certain 133 That 
period was the Revolution (as It is fcolishly called) in 
1688, At that z1a the House of Commons ander the Old Whigs, 
attained to the consummation of it's glory and to the ful- 
ness of it's dignity. As I here speak of the original prin - 
ciple, I have nothing to do with the subsequent cor- 
tuptions. I must own 1 do not wish for the famous Roman 
plate of brass; I am for no unqualified Lex Regia, + Let 
| 1 


o 
— — — 


JE 


F\ , 


NOTE ON THE NOTE. 


5 + See a Dijavertation de Enea Tabula Capitolina Rome 
1757,“ Heineccius and Gravina also published this“ Lex 
— Regia.“ 
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of an independent and disinterested life, passed without 
the incumbrance of a profession or the embarrassment of 
* buziness, 


* 
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it rest in the Capitoline Museum, that splendid effort of Mi- 
chael Angelo. I abhor abject servility and all it's monu- 
ments. I never wished, I am sure I do not now wish, to see 
ay Senate divest itself of all power. I would not see a Ves. 
pasian in any country make and repeal laws, or exercise un- 
limited authority, without the advice and consent of a well. 
constituted Senate. 1 venerate the institution of the House 
of Commons, and would preserve it with my life; but I shall 
raise up no tree, trunk or branches, for a fatal simile, 
like Mr. Reeves. I look for no pasture in the fields of Mi- 
nisters or of Booksellers: nor would I be turned out by 
Mr. Fox and Mr. Sheridan to graze on the verdant lawns 
of the King's Bench, once intended for the Chief Justice 
of Newfoundland, or at best to b and delve in Mr, 
Pitt's Strawyard. I neither recur to — nor to Ma- 
chiavel. I want not to be told by the former, that “ our sys- 
tem was found in the woods,” or to hear from Signor Machi- 


avel and Mr. Fox, that * States may grow out of aufe. 5 For 
, * my 


— —— 


NOTE ON THE NOTE. 


dt Regia.” It may be read at full length in Gruteri Inseript: 
Antiq. By this Law the Roman Senate in the most abject stile 
authorized Vespasian to make and repeal laws, to declare fieace and 
war, and to exercise every act of an ablolute Sovereign, without 
waiting for their consent or even asking their- advice. This 
authority however was not granted to all the Emperors indis- 
criminately ; they :elecred (before Vespasian) Augustus, Tibe- 
rius, and Claudius, I leave the reader to his own reflections. 


S The words of Machiavel quoted by Mr. Fox in the H. of 
C. on May 26, 1797, in his speech on the reform of Parlia- 
ment. The founders of 'the French Republick, and the Re- 
founders of it (for it has been founded three times already] seem 
always to have had Machiavel's Discourzes on Livy in their 
: i | VIEW, 


(ws 0 
business. It was not intended merely to rais: a smile at 
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of folly or conceit; but it was written with indignation 
1 | O 3 against 
g NOTE. 
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u- my own part, I would rather find a system in the woods, than 
ee in modern France; and I do not look for à ru folitical 
8. Dancing Matter every time there is a twist in the body. To 
Ne hear Mr. Fox, as I þerfetually do in the House, one would 
l. really think he was a rival to Vestris or Didelot. He has been 
e long trying his art and giving lessons to Mr. Pitt gratit. That 
11 Right Honourable Gentleman's gait still continues as aukward 
e, and stiff as usual. He will not ud. 4 graceful bot is not 
i- his ambition, and Mr. Fox dences before him every day without 
y the least effect. Mr. Fox, I believe, is of the opinion and prin- 
1s ciple of Monsieur Marcel, the famous dancing matteꝝ in Queen 


EC Anne's reign, who said, when the Earl of Oxford was made 
. prime Minister, 4 He was surprised, and could not tell what 
be the Queen could see in him, for his own part he never could make 
ö any thing of kim.” To be sure Mr. Piri is every day placed 
i- between THEE DANCING MASTER AND HIS MAN, but he has not 
ly et learned grace from Mr. Fox, or wit from Mr. Sheridan. 
y ced I have been informed that, the three celebrated Dancers 

and 
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NOTE ON THE NOTE. 


view. He gays, that if any power or powers, (princes, warriors, 

or demag take or subdue any city, province, or realm, 
they * all things new in the state. The words are 
most particular. Fare ogni cosa di nuove in quello stato, nelle 
Cittä fare a geverni con nuoui nomi, con nuova autorita, con 
nuovi uomini, fare i i ricchi, disfare delle vecchie citta, 
« cambiare gli abitatori da un luogo ad un altro, e in somma, 
f non lasciare cora niuna intatta, e che non via sia 2d grade, nt 
. « or dine, nt Hatto, ud riclexxa, che chi la tiene non la 21conosca 
N *Da te!” Machiav. Discorsi Lib. 1. Cap. 6. The French 
a have reli observed the advice. Me are told in the H. of 
C. by Mr. Fox, that the authority of Machiavel is great, In 
; y opinion, ALL TYtANNY 7s wniform in it's maxim. 
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against wickedness, against the prostitution of superior 
talents, and the profane violence of bad men. It Was in. 


2 


* * 5 * * 


NOTE. 


and Ballet masters, Messrs. Fox, Sheridan, and Grey, are pre. 
paring a new" Serious Divertitiement,” or Pas de Trois, with ae 
Scenes, dhesves and decor ations, called. Le Dix ZcTOoIRR Extcu. 
TIF.” If it can be got w/ time enough, it will be &rought for. 
ward this 5eason ; but as there is a necessity for a re-inforcement 
of the troop FROM Parts, it is feared the old dances must con- 
tinue to the end of this season, June 1997. It is proposed that 
light should be thrown on the tage in a quite new manner; but 
the Ballet Masters will suffer no persons to be on the stage, or to 
view the machinery behind the enen. Lord Galloway and La. 
dy Mary Duncan have expressed their approbation of this rule, 
so much fox the interest of THE GranD Opera: though the 
noble Earl Is contented with the frecent Grand Ballet-Mazter,- 
On a kindred topick I would observe to the classical reader 
another ingular circumstance in ancient times. It is from the 
Roman state. Since we have all been arming at home with 
alacrity and prudence, and (what is consequent to that) with 
effect, against our enemy, and the militia laws have been ex- 
tended, it is curious to call to mind the tmphatich claus in the 
antient Roman law concerning the exemption of particular per · 
sons from military service, called “ Dz'Vagatione,” as learn- 
ed Civilians well know. The Clause is this: Ni Ber- 
„ LUM GALLICUM cxeriatur;“ in which case not even the 
Priests were exempted. I will illustrate this law from Plu- 
tarch end Cicero, but I will not translate the passages. Plutarch 
bas this singular remark in the life of Marcellus: Os um 
GANE He Te 0004 Taperxe Oobov, N mw. yeimviaon, 
O[h/2PW Wks TEITHK TNO)EWD CUVCICOMEVIHS, cat T0" rj 
afiwna % T (the Gauls or French) dus wamore 
Pwwuain Fuca donn, tre On x Ty Hoy d autoy. ano 
Exkyvres, £5 exeive Os Geer Neue, cr ena OTPATEIAS 
dus Iepeas, X 6 un Takatxos Taki ere % Tlokewoss 
Eds de ut Toy obo autwy = Ts Tlapaoxeun. | Mupiades 
ap ty öh dur TCOauTar GPH ,] BTE TpoTEpON, BTE gr 
esd N. Plut. Vit. Marcel, p. 244. Vol. 2 Edit. 
Bryan.— The other illustration is from Cicero in his 
or 
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deed (to use a poet's allusion) poured forth as a libation' 
from the cup of Achilles, consecrated and appropriated: F 


. Our: rc onev3eoxs: bewy, ore un ALL Harm. (hk) © 


It is proposed, in it's degree and according to it's sub- 
ject, for the defence of truth, and with an honest wish to 
uphold society and the best interests of mankind, but 
chiefly those of our own country. In it there are no ima- 
ginary subjects. I have raised no phantoms of absurdity 
merely to disperse them ; but the words, the works, the 
sentiments, and often the actions of the authors are before 
us. It might be known hereafter from this poem how we 

OP O 4 wrote 


1 
N - | NOTE, 
for Fonteius ; (the object of which was to inculcate, © Gallis 
« fidem non habendam, homidiibus levibus, perfidis, et in ipsos 
Deos immortales impiis.) The words are these: Ut ofortet, 
« BELLO GAULIco, ut majorum Jura moresque præscribunt, 
* Nemo sr, Civis Romanus, gui tibi ulla excusatione utendum 
« kuzet.” Orat. pro Fonteio. Sect. 16. sub. fin. Cic. Op. Ed. 
Barbou. Vol. 4. p. 393.—We bave not, and I trust we never 
Shall have, the ame cause for apprehension from the French as 
the Romans had from the Gauls. They never have taken OUR 
ciTY, and while we are true to ourselves, as wwe now are, they 
never will or can take it. But the danger is and ever will be 
great, from their vicinity, diæ m ryarvuery, The words are from 
Plutarch: Mr. Burke bas written the commentary. T * Yocem. 


adyti dignam templo /” (July 1797.) | 
*(h) Hom, II. 16. v. 227. | 
— NOTE ON THE NOTE. + ; 


t hee Letters. on the Peace, (Ed. Rivington 1796.) pag. 
113, &C, | 
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wrote and thought in this age, and not nm un 


we conducted ourselves. 


There is one subject which I have pressed upon the 
attention of the nation, which in this respect seems to bo 
in a state between slumber and alarm; in the supineness 
which attends che former, and with that confusion in 
ideas and measures, which too frequently accompanies ter. 
ror. Compassion, mercy, self preservation, integrity of 
principle, Christian charity, the uncertainty of the mortal 
condition, the convulsion of empires and of states, have 
all and each variously conspired to direct the measures of 
our government with respect to the French Roman Ca- 
tholick Emigrants, and in particular, to the French 
Priests, I have stated in different places my opinion on 
this important subject. I continue to call aloud upon this 
country and it's ministers to regard, with minute circum- 
Spection, THESE MEN AND THEIR CAUSE, The most 
reprehensible part of Mr. Burke's publick conduct has 
been in this point. Great and venerable” as I hold him, 
in this I praise him not. I maintain chat the vigilance of 
the Roman Cathelicks is erect and on the tiptoe of expec- 
tation: it is scarcely suspended by slumber. I speak also 
on another account. There is such aà connection between 
zuperstition and atheism, and their allies cruelty. and ty- 
ranny, that the wisest and most experienced statesmen 
and moralists have declared it to be indissoluble. In thar | 
caude, they would unite with any, even with Jacobin, prin» 
ciples. Hear Dr. Hussey the titular Bishop of Waterford 
in treland in his late pastoral Letter:{z) TAE CATHO- 
LICK FAITH (i. e. the tenets, the doctrines, the supersti- 
dogs, the absurdities, the ſollies, the ener, and the ty- 

ranny 
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mnny, of the Church of Rome, and Whatever makes it to 
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differ from any other external establishment of Christianity) 
| | The 
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* * 


* * _ — * 
e 


NOTE. 


(i) See“ A Pastoral Letter to the Catholick Clergy of Wa- 
terford and Lismore in Ireland, by the R. R. Doctor Hussey.“ 
London, Reprinted by P. ogy, Duke Street, Grosvenor 
Square. 1797, His titular Lordship's idea of a man of true 
liberality is this; © that he lives in charity, in concord, in 
amity, with all others of every religious persuasion; with wham 
a difference in religious opinions makes =o difference in social 
life, &c. -&c.”” (p. 6.) Very liberal indeed; this is the text. 
But his Lordship, in the natural confusion of ideas in 48 
country has 'frefixed the comment. See the freceding page. 
The words are these : * Remonstrate (says his Lordship) with 
« any parent, who will be 0 criminal as to exfoce his pgs, 
« to those flares of education (the Charter Schools, &c. &c. as 
suppose) where his religious faith and morals are likely to be 
« rerverted, F he will not attend to your remanstrances, (he is 
« peaking to the Roman Catholick Clergy) refuse him the par- 
© ticipation of Christ's body; if he should 2 continue obe- 
gate, DENOUNCE HIM TO THE CHURCH, in order that, ac- 
« cording to-Christ's commandment, he be considered as a heathen 
* and α fuiblican.”” p. . We know the sense of Christ; and 
we know the tente which the Roman CaTwoLick Cnuscx 
annexes to fete words, But this is LinerALITY !!! Hear. 
his titular Lordship once more. Speaking of the total repeal 
of the Popery Laws in Ireland, he warns those who of froze it 
in these terms, page 10. Tue vasT ROCK i already detached 
from the mountains brow, and whoever OPPOSES it's descent and 
* removal, MUST-BE CRUSSED by his own rash endeavours.” 
Is the common sense of England and Ireland drunk? Or if it 
has slept, will it not now awake? Can any man say, that the 
288 of the Roman Catholick Religion is extinct, that 
It is dead, that it is dying? This titular bishop warns us plain 
enough. He has rocks and mountains at command, and the 
2 of nature in their gigantick ad measurements appear at 

is great bidding. In Ireland it might be of use to discuss this 
pastoral Letter in tete. If I were an Irishman, I would do 80: 
but the business in England is yer very different. Let me _ 

A Ww 
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The Catholick faith (says his titular Lordship) is suitable to 


all climes, and all forms of government, monarchies or re. 


publicks, 


—_ — - 0 P —— 


„ ** 


2 


LA 


a word or two. It may be worth while at s period when all 
establishments are shaking, to consider frequently, that “ 
Religious Establishment, under any form, is not the religion 
* itself, but the mode of preserving, inculcating, and continu. 
ing the religion.“ There is a religion which may be and is 
ere and another which is real. I will give a passage 
om the admirable Preface to the translation of Xenophon's 
Cvropædia written with great compass of thought and pre=cision 
of argument, by a gentleman of fortune, family, erudition and 
virtue, the Hen. Maurice AskLE N. I cannot refrain from 
observing with pleasure, that Lonůð MarmsBury ard myxif 
may have a natural partiality for the memory of that accom. 
plisbed and well-instructed gentleman, « Real Christianity 
" (says he) is none of all these cHangeable eMblishments and 
* human institutions, nor ever can be, but tand uhen its owe 
* foot. Whether it be the religion of the multitude, and na. 
* tional or not national, or whatever be the forms of it in 
national establishments, ig one and the game in itself, firm and 
« unalterable, and will undoubredly remain so to the end of the 
% world, whether owned or not owned by any publick establish- 
* ment indifferently.”” Mr. A's Pref. pag. 8. I enter not into 
the expedience, institution and relative excellence of religious 
establishments in this place. It is not here the question; if 
it were, I am not without my sentiments or without words to 
enforce them. I hope indeed we may, and shall, till justify the 
expressions of à great writer : Ve are separated from the 
errors, and freed from the chains of Porezy, without breaking 
« out into @ late of religious azarchy.” Put I give Mr. Ashley's 
words as à general observation to all those who esteem the down- 
fall of auch an establishment as Pazery to be the downfall of the 
Christian religion, than which no opinion can be more un- 
founded. To the Roman Catholick 5y:tem of religion, whether 
in it's -vigour and plenitude of power, or in it's decline, or 
in it's rtruggles for revival, the words of the poet may be applied 
figuratively and literally ; Ws 


In 


(29 ) 
publiels, ariatocracies, or DEMOCRACLES,”..(p, 90 
Right. Does his Lordship speak intelligihly? That 
which is true of Christianity in itself and by itself alone, 
independent of any establichment whatsoever, that they 
assert of their own tyrannical superstition. They will 
chew the arm, and the sword, of heaven interested and 
active for them. They will tell you, (whenever they have 
the power or even the probability of attaining that power} 
that their cause alone is from above. They separate their 
spiritual rulers from the temporal governors of the state, 
and assert the superior dignity and paramount authority 
of the former; and this they thunder in the ears of an 
armed soldiery. They tell you, that the opposers of the 
Roman Catholick cause are sacrilegious in the eye of 
heaven ; and that upon them, in a mass, THE GREAT 
STONE will fall and grind them to powder. I know the 
State of Ireland, and — of the {ttular bishops 
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NOTE, 


In ma templa furit, nullãque exire vetante 
Materia, maguamque caders magnamque revertens 
Dat stregem late, $PARSOSQUE RECOLLIGIT IGNES. 
| | Lucan. L. t. 


« «a 


I There is something peculiarly ungrateful in the conduct of 
this 7:tular Bishop of Waterford, Particular attention has been 
205 to Dr. Hussey by the administration of Ireland, as Lord 
Camden knows. But in zkis country I should hardly be un- 
derstood if I were to enumerate the particulars which Knee. 
I have Spoken in terms very moderate indeed of this Pastoral 
Letter, under the circumtances of it's publication. My repreh 
zion has been confined 20 the Spirit of it. It will be perc ved uy 
gee persons that I write Zoyeroior. FS. 7 AA 
Talibus ex adhs dictis CURA SIBYLEA EET 
Horrendas canit ambages, antroque temugit 
Ob:curis vera involvens / 
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in chat country, But that subject is not properly mine, 
though it is intimately connected with it. All I have to 
do is to shew, (and I think I have shewn it to all who will 
attend,) that * the Spirit of the Roman Catholick System is 
yet unaltered.” In England the French Priests, in a body, 
have been chased from the King's Castle at Winchester: 
but our government has yet a sacred fortress or two at 
Reading, and Shene, and in Yorkshire; and it appears 
that a sum of FIVE HUNDRED AND FoRTY THOUSAND 
Poux ps / has been issued for the use of the French 
Emigrants, sacred and profane, in the course of the year 
1796. This is ratified by the vote of Parliament. On 
this particular topick I shall gay nothing further in this 
place, 


NOTE. 


(5) On the 215t of Dec. 1996, “ The Houſe of Common 
jn a Committee of Supply, among other sums, voted a sum 
* of 540,000]. for the relief of the suffering clergy and laity of 
France.“ Woodfall's Parliamentary Register. 1796. Vol. 
1. page 524. It is singular (and it will be remembered by those 
who are versed in the interior politicks of this country in the 
reign of Queen Anne) that in Swift's Examiner Nov. 1710, 
Na. 16. the exact aum of 540,000. is stated humorously, as © « 
* Bill of British ingratitude, to his Grace the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, viz. *. Woodstock 40,000]. Blenheim; 200, o0l. Post 
Office grant, 100,000, Mildenheim, 30, ocol. Pictures, jewels, 
&c. 60,0001, Pall Mall grant &c. 10,cool. Employments &c. 
100,000!. The total exactly $40,0001.” Thus at the beginning 
of this century did the British nation remunerate ru - 
non OF FRANCE! And thus, at the close of it, are the Services of 
the Fiench Emigrants, sacred and profane, annually requited by 
the munificence of the British Parliament !!! We know where 
it is written in letters of marble; + 


- \Evnxor# n&c Vinbdtx GExlo DECORA ALTA BaITANNO! 
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The subjects of this poem have been from, negessity 
various and numerous, far beyond my original conceptions 
But a nuighty and majestick river in it's course through 
a diversity of countries not only winds and murmurs in 
the vallies, but contends and foams among rocks, and pre- 
cipices, and the confluence of torrents. Still it's tendency 
is to the ocean, to which it pays it's last tribute, and w 
finally lost in that immensity. In literature the mind re» 
zembles such a course. All it's exertions may be turned 
into one grand and general direction. The mind, if well 
regulated, remembers from whence it came, and feels that 
all it's powers and faculties are but ministerial. I think 
it is somewhere expressed in the concise, Sublimity of 
Plato, ITpos vo aidiy C Under the influence and 
persuasion of this great and master principle che mind 
30 prepared, whether serious, or gay, or thoughtful, or 
sprightly, or even fantastick in it's humour, is still per- 
forming it's proper office. Philosophy and criticism cans» 
not reach some subjects, which sap the foundation. aud 
$upport of wellbeing. Playfulness, ridicule, wit, and ha- 
mour, are the auxiliaries and light-armed forces of truth, 
and their power, in detachments, is YH telt with * 

main strength of the body. 1-914 08 


There is one description and sect of A "to $94 
more than common reprehengion is due, and Whe can- 
not be held up too frequently to the publick corn and 
abhorrence. I mean the modern philosophers of the 
French system. Mr. Burke has thundered upon them, 
and his lightning shone through their darkest recestes. 
«The sudden blaze ſar round illumined Hell.“ This 
monstrous 1 of was Qt. weakneny ef 
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the intellect, -and the fury of the passions-in some of 
them, this “ facinus majoris abollæ,“ should be exposed 
with the full strength of argument and of reason, and 
with occasional ridicule, to the English nation in every 
point of view. In other philosophers of this system, 
there is a calmness and composure in their mental opera. 
tions, more savage than the violence of the former. Theit 
Subject is the living man. Before them he is delivered, 
bound hand and foot. On bim their experiments are to be 
tried; and when his whole composition, moral and poli- 
tical, is either racked, or disjointed, or the minuter parts 
of it laid bare to the eye, and the very circulation of the 
Duids, as it were, shewn in the agonizing subject; this 
they savagely call, studying and improving human nature 
by the new light. But I will not proceed on this subject. 
Great and venerable is the name and influence of the true 
philosophy. The word may be disgraced for a season, 
but the love of wisdom must always command respect. 
When we compare these modern philosophers who reject 
all revelation, with the philosophers of antiquity, and in 
particular those of the Stoick sect, who were ignorant 
of it, the difference, to say no more, is indeed striking. 
What were Socrates, and Plato, and Epictetus, and Ci- 
cero, and Antoninus! Before such lights, shining in the 
darkness andgloom of the heathen firmament, 
Conditur omne 
' Stellarum vulgus, fugiunt zine nomine A xe (a) 


# wk I am epenkidg of Philosophy, I may be excused if I 
- ay a few words of that language, in which it's power has 
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been most conspicuous. I see no more pedantry in the 
knowledge and study of the Greek tongue, than of the 
French or the German. But when I consider that every 
zubject in philosophy, in history, in oratory, and in po- 
etry, whatever can dignify or embellish human society in 
it's most cultivated state, has there found the highest au- 
thors; that the principles of composition are better taught 
and more ſully exemplified than in any other language ; 
that the Greek writers are the universal legislators in taste, 
criticism, and just composition, from whom there is no ap- 
peal, and who will be found unerring directors; I would 
with a peculiar emphasis and earnestness request young 
men of fortune, ability, and polished education, not to cast 
off the study of the Greek writers, when they leave the uni- 
versity. A few hours devoted to this study in every week 
will preserve and improve their knowledge. It will ani- 
mate the whole mass of their learning, will give colour to 
their thoughts and precision to their expressions. There 
is no necessity either to quote or to speak Greek; but the 
constant perusal of the historians, philosophers, orators, 
and poets will be felt and perceived. In parliament and at 
the bar it would be most conspicuous. (a) They who are 

wise 
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NOTE, 


(a) Plutarch describes the first Marcellus, (the first of 
that distinguished race) as a warrior of experience-and-intrepi- 
dity, humane and polished in his manners, and a great lover 
of the Greek literature; the words are these. Tu wy £(k TEA 
TONHLKDS, I'M S, PLAOTOAEW0S* TW, de a\Ae TPOTa,CWEpen, 
cds,, Exammens Taidtias xa N, GAY pL T THAZY A 
PevinnGey Tos xatoobavras, cad rn. Plat. Vit. Marcell. p. 
24a. vol. a. Ed. Bryan.— As we have now 
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wise will secretly attend to this recommendation, which 
muſt be disinterested, and proceeds from long experi- 


ence. | 


In regard to the manner and the plan of this Poem on the 
P. of L. I have something to say, but my respect to the 
reader prevents me from saying much. It aspires not to 
the manner or the praise of THE DUNC1AD, or to any 
thing whatsoever in common with that great performance, 
The original motive of it however, in my opinion, is as far 
Superior in importance and dignity, as the power and abi. 
ity of the author fall short of that poetical excellence, 
which none heafter must hope to rival or perhaps to attain, 
It's general subject is LITERATURE however exerted, whe. 
ther for the benefit, or for the injury of mankind. It has 
nothing of the mock epick. It is a dialogue; has something 
of a dramatick cast, and is an excursus. The gubjects fol - 
low each other; and if I am not mistaken, they are nei- 
ther confounded nor confused. If there be in the whole 
composition any passage, any sentence, or any expres : 
sion, which, according to the specifick nature of the ub. 

ject, can justly offend even female delicacy; which, from 
the manner of it, a gentleman would refuse to write, or 
a man of virtue to admit into his thoughts: which vio- 
lates the high, and discriminating, and honourable, and 

| directing 
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NOTE. 


Fortune and family and education and ability among th officers of 
the army and the militia, I wish they may read this note, and 
be induced to employ some of their vacant bours in valuable 
mudies; and, like the great chiefs among the ancients, resume 
and vindicate the honour of learned military leisure, 
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directing principles of human conduct, it is to me mat» 
ter of serious and of solemn regret. I am wot conscious of 
having admitted any such passage, or sentence, or expres- 
nion. I have never yet heard such an objection to my 
work. If it can be pointed out, I will erase it with much 
concern and with great indignation. 


I should also give a few words to the manner of the 
notes which I have annexed, and which are so frequent and 
zo copious. I wished not, as Boileau expresses it, 20 
prepare tortures for any future Salmasius, (/) and I too 
well know my own insignificance to expect any com» 
ment on my writings, but from my own pen.- I have made 
no allusions which I did not mean to explain. But I 
had something further in my intention. The notes are 
not always merely explanatory; they are (if I have 
been able to execute my intention) ot a structure rather 
peculiar to themselves. Many of them are of a nature 
between an essay and an explanatory comment. There is 
much matter in a little compass, suited to the exigency of 
the times. As they take no pariicular form of composi- 
tion, they are not matter of criticism in that particular 
respect. J expatiated on the casual subject which pre- 
zented itself; and when ancient or modern Writers ex- 
pressed the thoughts better than I could myself, I have 
given the original languages. No man has a greater con- 
tempt for the parade of quotation (as such) than I have, 
My design is not to quote words, but to enforce right 
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sentiments in the manner which I think best adapted to 
the purpose, af vr much reflection. To most of my readers 
those languages are familiar; and if any person, not parti- 
cularly conversant in them, should honour the notes with 
a perusal, I think the force of the observations may be felt 
without attending to the Greek or Latin. In all regular 
compositions I particularly dislike a mixture of languages. 
It is uncouth or inelegant, and sometimes marks a want 
of power in the writer. In works of any dignity or con. 
sequence, it is adviseable, if a passage from any ancient 
author is quoted, to translate that passage in the text, and 
put the original at the bottom of the page, if necessary, 
We have in this respect the authority and example of Ci. 
cero, Bishop Hurd, and Sir William Jones. 


In general, I could say all I wished in the text and 
comment. Some subjects are indeed so important, that 
they should be held forth to publick light, and viewed in 
: every point. SATIRE, in this respect, has peculiar force, 
Vice is not unfrequently repressed, and folly and pre- 
sumptuous ignorance, and conceit sometimes yield or ya. 
nish at the first attack, and like the fabled pirits before 
the spell of the enchanter. 


Pim vel voce Canentis 
Concedunt, CARMENQUE TIMENT Kuni SECUX- 


"'DUM.(F) 


again declare to the publick, that neither my name, 
nor my Situation in lije will ever be revealed. I pretend 
not 
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not to be the sole depositary of my on secret;“ but 
where it is confided, there it will be preserved and locked 
up for ever. I have an honourable confidence in the hu- 
man character, when properly educated and rightly in- 
structed. My gecret will for ever be preserved, I know, 
under every change of fortune or of political tenets, while 
bonour, and virtue, and religion, and friendly affection, 
and erudition, and the principles of a gentleman, have 
binding force and authority upon minds so cultivated and 
so dignified, ; | 


My Poem andall and each of the notes to it were written 
wiihout any co-operation whatsoever. I expect the fullest 
agent and credit to this my solemn assertion. I expect 
it, because I speak the truth. I have not been assisted by 
Doctors in any faculty, If indeed I had written to please 
a particular man, a minister, a chief in opposition, a par- 
ty, any set, or any description of men exclusively, litera- 
y or political, there is not a man of understanding in 
the country who does not perceive that I should, or rather 
that I must, have written in another style, thought and 
argument. Of such motives I profess myself nor skilled 
nor studious. My appeal is direct to my Country. I 
know and feel the situation in which at this moment sHE 
stands. There is now no balance % in Europe. All is 
preparing to sink under ONE DESOLATING TYRANNY. 
My opinion however is, that by the mercy of Provi- 
dence, and by the unremitted attention and labours of 
our constitutional statesmen, and the united efforts of all 
that are loyal, brave, epulent, powerful, or dignified, 
WE may yet * be able to stand 1N THIS EVIL DAY, and 
„ kaving done all TO STAND.” Let us stand therefore, 

| "7 OM as 


— 0 
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as the chosen nation of old, the insulated memorial of true 
Religion, and the ON LY Asylum of balanced Liberty. I 
proſess myself convinced, and therefore have I written. 
I entered into the sanctuary of the Hebrews and heard 
the voice of their prophet: Credidi, propter quod locu- 
* tus sum.“ This was the voice which I heard, and it 
was a voice, as Milton would expres$Jit, - thundering 
cout of Sion.” Under this persuasion and conviction, 
I will say of this work, there is in it but one hand, and 
one intention. It will be idle to conjecture concerning 
the author, and more than foolis to be very inquisitive. 
To my adversaries I have nothing to reply. I never will 
reply. I could with the most perfect charity sing a re- 
quiem over their deceased criticisms, if I were master of 


what Statius calls the *Exequiale sacrum, carmenque mo» + 


ribus umbris utile. () Those whom I wished to please, 
J have pleased. If I have diffused any light, it is from 4 
Single orb, whether temperate in the horrizon, or blazing 
in the meridian. My aspect is not in conjunction: ifI 
culminate at all, it is from the Equator. | 


Thus much to silly curiosity and frivolous garrulity. 
But to persons of higher minds, and of more exalted and 
more generous principles, who have the spirit to under- 
stand, and the patience to consider, the nature and the 
labour of my work, I would address myself in other lan- 
guage, and with other arguments. I would declare 40 
them, that when I consider the variety and importance an 
extent of the subjects, I might say that it was written, 

| * though 
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Em —_ 


(b) Stat, Theb, L. 6. V. 123. 
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* though for no other cause; yet for this, that posterity may 
* know, that we have not loosely through silence per- 
* mitted things to pass away as in a dream.“ I would 
declare also to them, that I deliver it as A LIT ERAR 
MANIFESTO to this Kingdom in a season unpropitious to 
learning or to poetry, in a day of darkness and of thick 
gloominess, and in an hour of turbulence, of terror, and of 
uncertainty. Such persons will be satisfied, if the great 
cause of mankind, of regulated society, of religion, of go- 
vernment, and of good manners, is attempted to be main · 
tained with strength and with the application of learning. 
To them it is a matter of very little, or rather of no moment 
at all by whom it is effected. They have scarce a transitory 
question to make on the subject. To such understandings 
I willingly submit my composition, and to them I dedicat 
the work. 


I shall only add, that f they should read ad the Parts 
of this Poem on the Pursuits of Literature with candour 
and with attention, whatever the connection between 
them, or whatever the method may be, they will most as» 
suredly find“ that uniformity of thought and design, which 
„vill always be found in the writings of the gane person, 
„ WHEN HE WRITES WITH SIMPLICITY AND IN 
„ EARNEST,” 
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THE 


PURSUITS OF_LITERATURE. 


' DIALOGUE THE FOURTH AND LAST. 


Our 45ouxes 
AatviEzyoy PoiCntev ex Aztawy ofa, 
Lycophron. Cassand. v. 3. 


— 


AUTHOR. 
On, for that sabbath's dawn ere Britain wept, 
And France before THE CRoss believ'd and slept! 
(Rest to the state, and slumber to the soul!) 
Ere yet the brooding storm was heard to roll 
In fancy's ear o'er many an Alpine rock, 
Or Europe trembled at the fated shock ; 
Ere by his lake GExEva's ANGEL stood, 
And way'd his scroll prophetick {a) o'er the flood, 
F 4 With 
Ca) It is remarkable that is Switzerland appeared THE THREE 


PERSONS, whose principles, doctrines, and practice, (as it seem: 
f | ta 


' 


(- 232 ) 


With names (as yet unheard) and symbols drear, - 
Calvin in front, and Neckar in the rear; 
But 


to me) have primarily and ultimately effected the great change 
and downfal of regal and of lawfal power in Europe, Calvin, 
in religion; Rousseau, in politicks ; and Neckar by his adminis. 
tration. «Calvin and his disciples were never friends to monar. 
chy and episcopacy. I shall not 4zre contend politically or the. 
ologicaily with Bishop Harsley concerning Calvin. Tndeed 1 
neyer yet ſtood gaping on that copper oracle, A poet's words 
are better for a poet. I have looked into hiſtory and, as I think, 
have found them true. Dryden speaks of Calvia thus, and re- 
markably enough ; 
The laſt of all the litter eng by chance, 
* And from Geneva firſt infefied FRANCE.“ 
(Hind and Panther, B. r. v. 172) 

1 (I speak of him e as a political writer) by the un 
Juſtifiable, a burary, and cruel proceedings againſt him, his writ- 
ings and bis person, in France, (where he was a ſtranger and to 
whose tribunals he was not amenable) was stimulated to pursue 
his researches into the origin and expedience of uc government, 
and of such oppression, which, otherwise, he probably never 
would have discussed; till he reasoned himself into the desperate 


doctrine of political equality, and gave to the world his fatal 


present. Ide Social Contract. Of this work the French, since 


the Revolution, have never once lost sight. With them it is first 


aud last, and midst, and without end in all their thoughts and 
publick actions. Rousseau, is, I believe, the only man to whom 
they have paid an implicit and wndewiating reverence ; and, with- 


out a figuie, have worzhipped i in the Pantheon of their new ido; 
| latry, 


h 


But chief Equality's vain priest, Rousseau, un 
A sage in sorrow nurs' d, and gaunt with w ez 
By J 


latry, like another Chemos, © the obscene dread of Gallia's sous.“ 
Different from these, came Nxcx AR. With intentions, as I am 
ill inclined to think, opright, pure and just, but with a mind im- 
potent and unequal to the great work, and with principles foreign 
to the nature of the government he was called to regulate, reform 
znd conduct, a fatal stranger for France. He oppress:d every 
zubject sacred and civil with too much verbiage. He was $anc- 
tioned by popular prejudice, and marked by aristocratical ha- 
tred; a sort of Arpinas Yolscorum a monte.” He came to lay 
open and disclose (and he did lay them open to the very bottom} 
the mystery and iniquity of French finance and of French trea- 
zuries. But he brought with him to the concerns of a great and 
tottering empire, (which perhaps might have been maintained 
and comolidated) the little mind of a provincial banker, and 
the vanity inseparable from human nature, when elevated be- 
yond hape or expectation, What was the consequence? for a 
while indeed, | | A Nei 
Hic Cimbros et summa pericula rerum 
Exciſit, et sol us trepidantem protegit Urbem. 
But the original les ven in hit political composition was popularys 
and that leavened the whole lump. We know the rest. His ad- 
vice, first in the calling together (at all) of 26. States General, and 
aſterwards in the formation and distribution of them, gave the 
devoted King to the scaffold, and the monarchy of France to 
irreversible dissolution. I speak this independently of the grand 
conspiraey 
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+ Jov. Sat. 8. v. 849, 
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By persecution train'd and popish zeal, 
Ripe with his wrongs, to frame the dire (5) appeal, 
What time ks work THE CITIZEN began, 
And gave to France the social savage, Man. 


Was it for this, in Leo's fost'ring reign 
Learning uprose with tempeſts in her train; 
Was 


conspiracy against Christianity, regal power, and social order, 
which has been so awfully and so convincingly disclosed by 
the eloquent Abbe Barruelt, and Professor Robison; since I 
wrote che preceding reflections. For my own part when I contem- 
plate the convulsions of Europe, and the fatal desolation which 
attends republican principles, wherever thry are introduced, | can- 
not but rest with a momentary pleasure on the picture, which 
Plato in his /maginary republick (the only one I ever could bear) 
has drawn of a man fatigued with the view of publick affairs and 
retiring from them in the hope of tranquillity : the sentiments 
are such as the French formerly would have called, Le; De- 
laszemens de I bomme gensible,”” The words are these: 


„Taura ravra oyio , NTVY I2Y N xai ra aur xfar - 
TWV, GOV EV NHC ve . Sah UTG α ει,iiοã Defheve 
UT reE,öů PECCTAS, PWV ru A KAT HTUAT LANES απν)sß, 
E/URG EL T EUTOS KAIEPCS LOWULS Te x aui c T9) Ti 
erde de E EiwTtrHh, x CMHNNB m AUT S er HEINE ex 
Nes re X21 EUMEYNS WTLAAGEETH, - 


Plato de Repub. L. 6. p. 496, Op. vol, 2. Ed. Serrani. 


(3) „Le Contrat Social, par J. J. Rousseau, Citoyex de 


as _ "> _ 
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2 The Reader will find more on this subject in a future note. 
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Was every gleam deteirttul, every ray - | 10. 3 W 
But idle splendor from the orb of day? 1 
Say, were the victims mark'd from earlieſt time, 
The Flamens conscious of a nation's crime? 


Why smoak'd the altars with the new perfume, 


'F; 


If heav'n's own fire descends but to consume ? 


Alas, proud Gallia's fabrick to the ground 
What arm shall level, or what might confound ! 


Oh for that hand, which o'er the walls of Troy (0 
His lightning brandish'd with a furious joy, | 
* | | | 8 Her 


(c) It certainly would be convenient, (if we can for a moment 
trifle with such a subject ag the present French war) to march 
to Paris, „ and lite ancther (Bryant) fire another Troy.” We have 
little hope, but from such assistance. —See * a Dissertation 
concerning the War of Troy, and the Expedition of the Gre- 
ctans, as described by Homer; shewing, that no such expedi- 
tion was undertaken, and that no such city of Phrygia existed.” 
published in 1796, but there is no date to the title page. I find 
it difficult to give an opinion on this ingenious treatise. Whats 
ever comes from the author of The Analysis of ancient My- 
thology®”” should be treated with very great respect. His cha- 
character is + venerable, and his erudition, as I think, without 

an 


— 


—— 


— — 


+ See Mr. Bryant's character delineated in the Pursuits of 
Literature, Dialogue II. v. 189, &Cc. 
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Her state, her arms, her fleets, her very name 
Gave, as in mock'ry, to poetick fame, 
And 


an equal. Of all subjects, I should have thought this subject 
was one, on which an enquiry might have been instituted with. 
' out offence. Yet this has not been the case. The offence has 
been considered as deep and wide, and the influence of the 
principle, in some respects, dangerous and alarming. © The 
faith of history has been represented as attacked in its strongest 
fortress, and even the sacred writings, as matter of historical 
faith, implicated in the discussion. Some persons have even 
declared that Mr. Bryant had no right to touch the subject. 
That nothing can be more contrary to reason than to suppose 
that the existence of a city, and a war, of which we have read 
with delight from our boyish days, should be called in question, 
That their pleasure is snatched from them: and such a poem, 
withont an historical fact for a basis, cannot be interesting. 
They allow the amplification of poetry, and it's embellishments, 
and even the anachrenisms of Homer. But Troy did exit, 
and the Grecians did once besiege it, and Hector, Achi 
Agamemnon, and Diomede were as real heroes, as the Arch. 
duke Charles, Buonaparte, Lord Cornwallis, or Tippoo Saib 
in modern wars. I really should smile at many of these ob- 
jections, if they did not frequently come from persons of con- 


Sequence and of learning. Most certainly however I will quar- 


rel with no man © about Sir Archy's great Grandmother.” 
They who are acquainted with the science and subject of - 
babilities will best decide the question for themselves, and I will 
not intrude my judgment. It is a question of probability, and 


not of proof, I am equally pleased with a poem founded on the 
| metamor- 


1132) 


And with the fire of Philip's son, unfurl'd 8 0 
His classic standard oer a wond'ring world, . 
Till 


metamorphosis of Apuleius or oa any modern fiction, if all the 
essential and integral parts of a poem are preserved: if the cha- 
racters, manners and actions are human, and consistent with the 
wpposed situations of the personages. This to me is sufficient ; | 
aud perhaps poetry, as such, may be a gainer by Mr. Bryant's 
interpretation. I rather hail the omen in these times of poeti- 
cal ster ility. But nothing can be further from the dignity of 
Mr. B's character, than the imputation of baving attacked the 
laich and credibility of ancient, or of any, A¹˖ün. It is ſcarcely 
entitled to notice. What was Troy? with what part of history 
is1t connected? Is not the Trojan war an insulated ſolitary 
fact? If it were done away, is any historical event whatever 
made to fall with it? When it is stated that four. hundred, and 
irty ships (uo matter of what size) were employed by the Gre» 
cians in the Trojan war in the twelfth century, and only eighty» 
nine in the Peloponnesian war in the fifth century before 
Christ, is this matter of ferious history? Is not the whole al- 
lowed to pass even the bounds of any probability, but the 
poet's? I remember hearing a gentleman ſtate similar questions 
to these with much earnestness and apparent conviction, but 
without warmth. He seemed to understand something of the 
wbject; and though I thought some points were pressed indis- 
creetly and unnecessarily by Mr. Bryant, I replied that I 
thought nearly as he did, and I said with the moſt good- natured 
Eroyn of the Academicks, *.4/moſt thou persuadest me to be a 
Nnantian. I think they who are the ſtrongest in opposition 
; ba T to 
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Till © Homer's Site did tremble all for grief, 
And curs'd th access of that cetestial thief.”* (d) 
Oh, for a Bryant's hand !— 


OCTAVIUõS. 


to Mr. Bryant, if they were even Inquisitorsꝭ, and could forte 
kim to hold a lighted torch in his hand, and make a retractation 
of his errors, ard the amende honorable in the Egliie de notre Dany 
de CyBsLe Mere di tous le Dieux Paiens, would be contented with 
the Catholick form of words: Questi erano gli scherzi dna 
penna poaetica, non gli sentimenti d'un animo catolico!” Yet 
considering all that I have heard, and the quarter from which it 
came, Curius quid sentit, et amBo Scifiade, and the insignifi- 
cance of the queſtion itself, but as a matter of amusement; 
though in common with many others, I should have Joſt 
much individual gratification and inſtruction, yet I wish this 
Dissertation on the war of Troy Jad never bᷣten written at all. 


(4) Two lines from Sir Walter Raleigh's Sonnet, prefixed 
to Spenser's Fairy Queen. 


— — 


JI am sure Gilbert Wakefield is even more than an Inquicitor in 
all his principles literary, civil, and religious. See his inde- 
cent letter to Mr. Bryant on the war of Troy. Bat above all, 
zee his Letter to Mr. Wilberforce. The Secretary to the Duke 
of Alva under Philip II. or the Publick Accuser of the Revolu- 
tionary Tribunal, under Roberspierre, never exhibited such 2 

aper. There is no deceit in Gilbert Wabeficld: Ile is, juſt what 
ezeems,” It is plain to see what he expects, and why he writes 
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_octavivs. © 
Methinks you smile, 


And fain would land me on the wand'ring isle, 


Where the learn'd drain Acrasia's foaming bowl, 


Till round the Sun their heads with Gebelin's (e) roll; 


Nor 


(e) Gebelin,—Tf many of the learned world have thought Mr. 
Bryant unadvised in the discussſon of the war of Troy in the 
twelfth century A. C. what muſt we say to Mr. Court ge Gzbe- 
lin, who bas actually endeavoured to reacon us inte a belief, 
that, the Founders of the Roman State, RomuULus and REMvs, were 
ouly allegorical personages, and were in reality representatives 
of the Sun and worshipped as such. Mr. Gebelin is a man of the 
moſt various erudition, and if he were as well known as Mr. 
Bryant, his attempt would have been noticed, But few people 
perhaps have had the curiosity to look into nine volumes in 4to 


of the * Monde Primitif analyse et compare avec le Monde Mo- ; 


derne par M. Court de Gebelin.” It may be entertaining to some 
persons, if I give a fey particulars of this singular question. 
The Fourth Volume of Mr. Gebelin's work consists of the 
« Hiſtoire Religieux du Calendrier, ou des Fetes Anciennes,” 
The F/tk Chapter of the second Book (Vol. 4.) is the © Histoire 
des Gemcaurx Romains Romulus et Remus.“ Mr. G. says, 
Les Romains, eurent aussi leurs Allegories sur le double Seleil sue- 
cessif de l'année; ils Taffliguerent à leur Remus et Romulus. 
Les noms sont allegoriques, et tous relatifs d Vanme. p. 264. 


Remus, it seems, signified rut SUN in the winter, and Romulus, 


2 * 
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Nor hced the pause of (/) Douglas, Wakefield's rage, 


Nor Hallam (g) trembling for the sacred page, 
Nor 


in the nummer. By an eaſy proof, he says, Ils en firent la fete 
des Lemures pour Remures, &c. p. 263. In the sixth chapter 
of the same book, we read: Nous avons v dans le chapitre 
precedent, que Rouurus toit LE SOLFIL; que tout le frowveit ? 
—And what is the proof? Truly this; “ Le nom de sa mere, 
celui de son pere, son frere, la mort de son frere ( Remus), son 
propre nom, &c. &c.” Q. E. D. Mr. Gebelin has not yet done, 
nor is Mr. Gebelin yet satisfied. He next converts, by means 
of his olar microscope, Romulus into Hercules! Hear his words. 
Cr quexprimetent à cet Egard les Grecs par IApotheose d' 
Hercule, les Romains Vexprimerent par VApotheose de Romy- 
lus.” But when he speaks of Quirin, another name of Romu- 


jus, the force of art and of re can go no further. La voici. 


© Quzirinmus (nom de Romulus) la traduction littrale de Mul. 
carthe, on Melicerte, que portoit Hercule chez les Tyriens, sr 
UNE AUTRE PREUVE, gen regardbit ROMULUS comme LE So- 
LEiL.” p. 269!!!!!!.-I cannot help observing that in this same 
4th Vol. p. 422. Mr. Gebelin informs us that, Sur le 18 Fev- 
rier on celebroit la Fee de Romulus, (and at the same time, rather 
inauspiciously to be sure) on celebroit LA FETE DES roux.“ 1 
suppose on the celebration of La Fere ves Fox, cards of in- 
vitation were sent round by the Pontifex Maximus to the Anti- 
guaries of those days, and I really think, if Mr. Gebelia had been 
produced at that time he would not have been withous his card, 
with a fe others, to be diſtributed among his friendi.—Indeec 
these deliramerta doctrine are sometimes amusing, but in reality 
they are rather à subject of serious regret from their conse- 
p quences 


V 


Tat 
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Nor Gillies (I) cryitg, what half we peruse? 
What is my work? mere records of the Muse; 


And trust to Buonaparte's iron pen, (i) 
The tale of Rome Shall be T roy's s tale again. 


Sus 


Q.. ... ---- AUTHOR 


quences on the public mind. There is no end of the abvurditics 
from this source, when we resolve all ancient persons and 
events into allegories and Egyptian myſteries; till as we have 
juſt seen, RomuLus Ax D Rewvs, the Founders of the Roman Em- 
fire,” become (according to Monsieur Gebelin's Order of Firing 
after a grand Excopietterie, or volley, of /erfents and far; ) trans. 
formed into Roman Suns; Remus i the Winter, an olf 

in the Summer . Scr 

The Rt. Rev. Dt. Tous porcine acide 
Salisbury, (x797.) Author of the Criterion, and of other acute 
pieces of 'reatoning, which wilt be long remembered and ad- 
mired. * f | 


00 Dr. Hallam, oy present Dean n of Briſtol, P 770 


(4) Author 5f a Wia of Ger dut 1 att ay n no more 
than that Dr. OiNies's s0lieitude id ground1ess] When he fears 
that it will be miſtaken for the work of tie Mures, _ 


* 
AA. . a 


6% The tremeddots 'conqueſts of Buoriaparte in Italy and in 
Germany remind us too much of the words of the Roman His- 
torian, & C Aber, Motors, Tessa, Mctdhe, 
Bruttius, Apulius; , ron As, aurum, purpurz, signa, tabulz, 
Tarentinzque deliciæ.“ Flor. Lib. 1. C. 18. (1797. 


(ee 


AUTHOR. 


No; other thoughts my lab'ring soul employ, 


That springs anew to long-forgotten joy ; N 
I range in Fancy? s consecrated round, 10 
And meet the poet on a poet's ground, Vi 
Nor seek historick truth of time and place, 
But truth of manners, character, and grace. 
The Bards, who once the wreaths of glory wore, In 


Cloath'd in translucent veil their wondrous lore ; 
The tales they sung a willing age believ'd, | 

Charm'd into truth, and without guile deceiv'd: 
Where'er they roy'd, young Fancy and the Muse 


Wav'd high their mirror of a thousand hues; 
They gaz d; and as in varying guise pourtray'd, | 
Aereal phantoms hov'ring round them play'd, 
Gave to each fleeting form, that Shot along, 
Existence everlasting as their song; 

| And as by nature's rage the tablet grow,” 

| Rapture the pencil t as they den. p 

a „ern 
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Nay, now yok Soar indeed ; nather fight, 
And the wing'd courser bears you from Ty sight: 
Vou're strangely mov'd. 


AUTHOR. 
Ihe matter is my own 
I never shar'd the profits of the gown, N 
Nor yet, with Horace and myself at war, 


For rhyme and victuals (4) left the starving Bar; 1 5 
2 es 


0 This was lately done by an ingenious Gentleman, edu- 
cated at Eton school, William Boscawen, Esquire, a Commis» 
sioner of the Yictualling Office, and (by an easy transition) 
Translator of Horace. He resigned his gown, as a Counsellor 
at law, to superintend the hublict victuali, and to give himself uh td 
the charms of fortry, and at last to present the hungry publick 
with Horace's works done into Euglis verse. The translation 
has had the usual fate of mediocrity, and therefore I ay no more. 
J can have no objection to any Gentleman's amusing himself 
with making verses in his morning rides. I think such a cuſtom 
is recommended, as very wholecome, by Pliny in one of his letters. 
It may be tried, when other medicines fail. Vitmque et 
membris, si aon opus utile fame.” Mr. Boscawen, as an Etonian, 


may conjecture, but he never can know, from whomehese observa- 
tions come. 


— 
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I never lov'd Dean DEwLAp's vacant looks, 
Or purchas'd empty praise from empty books ; 
] leave at sales the undisputed reign | 
To milk-2white (i) Gosszr, and Lord (&) Spencer's 
train, 


No 


(i) Not a bookseller of reputation in London, Payne, Ed- 
wards, White, Robson, Egerton, Faulder, &c. &c. is unacqain- 
ted with Dr. Gosset's © milk-white vellum books,” when he wishes 
to make an exchange. The Reverend little Bibliopolish Dr.Gocset 
is President at all Booksales in the metropolis. He certainly is 
a scholar; and I believe the auctioneer always waits for 4is en- 


trance, as the Sealer of the H. of C. waits for Mr. Pitt before 


publick business begins. He is Inquisitor General of all edi. 
tions, from the Editio Princeps of the Florence Homer, down 
to the laſt edition of {gnoramus. Doctor Gosset's priced cata- 
logues in It oe band are said to be in an uninterrupted series, 
except ane. They are also said to be equal in use and value to 
*« The curious collection, in regular and undenbre success ion, 
© of all the Tickets of the Iilington Turnhile from it's fi institu - 
© tion to the 2oth of May inclusive,“ recorded among the fre- 
ente made to the Antiquarian Society, when Sir Matthew Mite 
was admitted Fellow. (Foote's Nabob, Act 2.) I believe, 
(but see the Society's Archzlogia fer the record) that it took 
place before the Reverend Mr. Brand was Þ the reading Secretary, 

| or 


= 6" = 


+ Mr. Brand often puts the Antiquarian Society in mind of 
the famous Epitaph: 


© Oh Reaper! if that leu canst read, &c, &c, 


_ ay — a. | WT) — 3 — — —— 
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No German nonsense sways my English heart, 
Unus'd at ghosts and rattling bones to start; 


\ 


I never chose, in various nature strong, 

Logick for verse, or history for song; 

But at the magick of Torquato's strain, 

Disarm'd and captive in Armida's chain, 

To Godfrey's pomp Rinaldo still prefer, 

Nor care, if ranting Wakefield thinks I err. 

To Hus, not (/)Parr, my Muse submits her lays, 


Pleas'd with advice, without a lust for praise, <3 
Q3 Fond 
or the Earl of Leicenter the eloquent ParslvexT or THE SocteTY 
or ANTIQUAzIEs. N. B. No person is now obliged to make 
an inauguration speech, when be ig admitted Fellow of the 
Antiquarian Society... The President observed in one of his 
eec hes, that the custom ceased and determined at Sir Matthew 


Mite's election, as apfeared by the record, copied by Mr. Foote 
and inserted in his Nabob. 


(+) The Rt. Hon. Earl Spencer, the munificent, and I may 
add, the learned, sensible, and intelligent collector of every va- 
luable work in literature. I record with pleasure his Palatine 


Ajollo,”” that munus Afolline dignum ! 


(i) See my account of Dr. Parr's style and writings, P. of L. 
Dialogue III. &c, with the notes. When the reader has con- 


( 246 ) 

Fond to correct, but never to defend, 
And him, who marks her errors, deems her friend; 
With patriot aim and no irreverent rage, 
Without one stain of party on the page, 
From Grecian springs her strength, her art she draws, 
Firm in her trust, ennobled in her cause, 
Her moral none, the verse (n) some few disdain ; 
Yet not a note she sounds shall sound in vain, 

0 257 | While 


sidered the whole, perhaps he may be inclined to zay with the 
comick poet of Athens, 


II. No 70 Ne KOMIIOAAK TSO T ee. 
Arxistoph. n Sub fin. 


(nm) George Steevens, Exq. Editor of Shakspeare and some 


other ingenious Gentlemen, whom at present I shall not name, 
have affected to say, with equal discretion and wit, that my ver- 
ses are only a fez to hang my notes upon. They are not quite 
original in the expression. Pindar said long before Mr. Steevens, 
ATo HAZZAAOT goemwryyz naupbar,  ( Al. 1,) But Mr. 
S:cevens and Co. rather put me in mind of a story told of a 
sailor in the late matiny (April 1797.) aboard the fleet, who 
after he had undergone rather a severe discipline, and was 
standing dvighing upon the deck, looked up significantly to the 
yard arm and said, “ Well, my friends, I think I am now wet 
enough to % hung 1 to dry. 80 much for George Steevens, 
Esq. and his Brethren, Gentlemen of the Pig.” 


( 447 ) 

While Baran as applause With BAKER (A) joins, 
G61 rok D(9)approves, andSTORER t loves the lines: 
Though still, a stranger in the sacred clime, 

Some say, I love not poetry, but rhyme.” 

Offspring of other times ye visions old, 
Legends, no more by gentle bands unroll d. 
Magnanimous deceits! where fayour'd youth | 
Finds short repose from formidable truth! 

Oh witnesg, if e er silent in your praise, 

Pre pass d, in vice or sloth, ingloxĩous days. 

| Q 4 But 
(n) Sir George Baker, Bart. Physician to the King, a Gen- 
tleman of deep and extensive classical knowledge. His compo. 


tions are written in the purest Latinity, worthy of an Rtonian, 
His situation in life sufficiently declares his  professional talents, ' 


(e) William Gifford, Esꝗ · Author of the Baviad and the. 
Mæviad. 


(4) AnTawony SrokxkR, Esq. a Gentleman of fortune and 
fashion, talents and accomplishments. He was educated at 
Eton and Cambridge. His attainments in literature are various 
and considerable; and few men have a nicer skill in the prin- 
ciples of juſt and legitimate composition than Mr. Storer. He 
has read QuiNTIEIAN with ect, (Mr. Storer will underſtand 
me perfectly) and he has drawn his knowledge and judgment 
from the beſt writers, and criticks of antiquity and of modern 
times. 


62480 
But rais'd for you my firm unalter'd voice, 
Fancy my guide, and solitude my choice. 
| Though now no Syren yoice be heard, no strain 
Ascend from Pindus (4) or Arcadia's plain; 
No Graces round th' Olympian throne of Jove 
Bid the nine Virgins raise the chant of love: 
The harp of Taliessin (7) lies unstrung, 
Close by the loom, where Death's dread sisters sung; 
Unfelt each charm of Odin's magick tree, 
With many an uncouth Runick (s) phantasy : . 
- Though 


3 


(g) I mean by these and Several following lines to observe, 


that the Pagan Fable i is now exhausted, and the specious miracles 
of Gerhick Romance have never of late years produced à poet, 
Perhaps the latter were more adapted to true poetry than the 
pagan inventions. Witness the zublimer productions of medera. 
0. h 

6 A year or two ago . were offered by Mr. Owen 
to publish the works of the Bard 7 1 boy no Ny 
ment could be obtained. Such is the time. 


c " * 8 1 nn FT ; 
© 11 1 14.11 24 * 


Ma. Mathias, (che Rates of the Samy on the Bi- 


dence, & o. on the 0 of the poems ascribed to 
| | Rowley 
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Though now no temper lange, nq magick brand, 


Nor Durindana (:) waves o'er fabled land; 


N. 


No nightly-rounding Ariel floats unseen, 
Or flames amazement o'er the desert tech; dane bi 
No wizards hold, some blasted pine beneath, 

Their horrid <abbath on the darken'd heath ; 

Say, are the days of blest detusion fed? 19992 
Must fiction rear no more her knguid heads“ 1: 

No more the Muse her long-lost transports Know, © 
Nor trace the fount whence living waters flow 2 
Awake, ye slumb'ring Rulers of the song! 

Each in vour solemn orders pass along; 


In sacred radiance o'cr ycur mountain old 


Yet once again your dignities unfold, 


Ant fill the space; your scepter'd glories claim, 


And vindicate the great Pierian nam. 
- OCTAVIUS. 


Rowley in the 35th century, and which-I mentioned in a note 

to the First Dialogue of the P. of U.) several years ago attempted 
to excite the curiosity of the publick to the remains of northern 
antiquity, by- a. lx ical imitation of some Runic fragments, IL 
wish the example had been follq we.... 


(t) The name of the sword of Orlando in Ariosto. 
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OCTAVIUS. 


Are these a poet's only themes? I fear, 


No verse like this will find a patient ear. 


AUTHOR. 


Hear yet awhile ;—the dread resiſtless pow'r, 
That works deep-felt at inspiration's hour, 
Hz claims alone 


OCTAVIUS. 


Who claims ? 


| AUTHOR. 
j | ie | The firoawl uns, (# | 
1 Who Als conscious of his juſt rewagd/-" 
| 


With 


(z) I mean here to give a character of the Poet, as tach, and 
. of the sources whence the art itself is drawn, I would wish 
to express generally, what Proclus .in one of his disseftations on 
8 the IIehurriaæ of Plato, Ed. fol. Basil. 1534. pe 430.) weld call 
with a n the“ N Ev Tia)apreoar,” 

us | when 


— 128 
— 


(6 


With loftier soul, and undecay ing might, 


Paints what he feels in characters of light, | 
_ Hears. 


when the poet exerts his highest faculties, or (in the language of 
Proclus in the same place) Oray e ,ur, xa Tas Maras 
127905 wv, xatuy THNAIPOTHN eryus KAI ENOFE- 
ON ITOIHTIKHN.”—A selection of various chapters 
from this work of P:oclus on the Ilourua of Plato, which relate 
to poetry, might be made, and published by-some ingenious 
scholar. They would be perfectly new and original to most 


persons. I know not (better Greek scholars than I am may 


know) whether at present there is any edition at all, but that 
printed at Basil, in Greek, without any Latin translation. They 
exhibit what this philosopher of genius terms, the Tu rr 
TUNTIN Zune XIVSHLEVINTE M XVHO AV, N TAnpumeyny avodey, 


x21 eig R Tromophutusray THY exeiev exrapliy.” (page 401 
in the chapter on the Tyeig eat 19g TTomriong.) Philosophers 
like these, Apollo and all his choir were once supposed to ad- 


dress in strains, which few scholars will hear without delight. 


They are to be found in the liſe of Plotinus, the Platonick, which 
was written with some eloquence (at least Pollan Wa 50) 
by his disciple Porphyrius:?- 


Kune Muvas Sem o tyroudaotan, OOO 
rer I ονν N οννννů r pony, > 
Ory er Aizxidn 4 N W 


'3 
Ahava ran Lana, GC LTPELAAO & 1 ada. 53 4 
A YE: M. raus! 48025 NX arge, | | — N ; ar” 
Eis £1.84 Ave, aorIng rea r THINS, | * e 


Tu * v le 2404V Exe Pacos ea. 6 £11 21 


a FY — — 
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8 Plotini Vin. . 5 edit. an Plotiu, Ficiai Basileæ 
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Hears in each blast some consecrated rhyme, 
Trac'd by the pirit of the troublous clime, 
He turns: and instantaneous all around 
Cliffs whiten, waters murmur, voices sound, 
Portentous forms in heav'n's aerial hall 
Appear, as ut some great supernal call. 

Thence oſt in 1 thought his steps ideal (r haſte 
To rocks and groves, the wilderness or waſte ; 


To 


() I speak of the effect of local situation on the mind of the 
poet. But if he is deprived of the power of visiting these great 
and awful scenes of nature, (sometimes assisted and improved 
by art,) an imagination, bold and fervid, may in 10me degree zup- 
ply that want by recourse to the most finished representations 
of them by the more sublime painters and artists. Stuart, Wood, 
and Piranesi may raise ideas worthy of the Poet, and pour upon 
his fancy all the ancient dignity of Athens, of Palmyra, or of 
Rome.—I cannot but present my reader with the form of az 
Oath on such a subject, from the last classical Paet under the ex- 
piring monarchy of France, the famous Delisle, I am as ready 
on this subject, as himselſ, to swear at the high altar of the Mutes: 

* Helas ! je ai hein wi ce $6jour enchante, 

Ces beaux lieux cu Virgile a tant de fois chants ; 
Mais j'en junk et Virgile et ses accords sublimes, 
P'irai : de Apennin je franchirai les cimes, 
I'irai, plein de son nom, plein de ces vers vacres, 


Les ſire aux memes lieux qui les ont inspires. 
7 Les Jardins L. 1. 


8 


I 


o 


. S Ar XI 


ly 
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To where old Tadmor's (y) regal ruins lie 
In desolation's sullen majesty g "0 TY 
Or where Carthusian (2) tow'rs the pilgrim draw, 
And bow the soul with unresisted awe, 


Where Bruno, from the mountain's pine - clad brow, 


Survey'd the world's inglorious toil below 3 
Then, as down ragged cliffs the torrent roar'd, 
Prostrate great Nature's present Gop ador'd, 


And bade, in solitude's extremest bourn, 


1 


— 


Religion hallow the severe sojourn. 


To n1M the Painter gives his pencil's might; 


No gloom too dreadful and no blaze too bright, | 
.: ak 
What time to mortal ken he dares-unveil. 79 


Taz inexpressive rox (a) in semblance fraii, 
*.4 . N IS * . 


(y) He built 7. admor in the Wilderness.“ Chron. B. 2. ch. 8. 
v. 4. It is remarkable that Mr. Wood observes, that the natives, 9 
at this day, call Pa/ayra by the original appellationof Lehner. 


(z) The famous monastery, called The Graate Char. 


_ treuse,” The recirement of Saint . 


(a) The Pictures of the Supreme Being by Raphael! wy Mi- f 
chael Aagelo. There is one picture of, THE SUPREME, BzixG | 


| separating 


T 


C93» 


To the straind view presents the yawning tomb, 
Substantial horrors and eterhal doom. | 


To Him the pow 'rs of harmony (5) resort, 
And as with random glance and fiercer port 


He scans th' ethereal wilderness around, 


Pour on his ear the thrilling stream of sound, 


Strains, that from full-strung chords at distance swell, 


Notes, breathing soft from musick's inmost cell, 
While to their numerous pause, or accent deep, 


His choral passions dread accordance keep. 


Thence musing, lo he bends his weary eyes 


"On life and all it's sad realities; 


Marks how the prospect darkens in the rear, 


Shade blends with shade, and fear succeeds to fear, 


Mid 


Separating.the light from the darkness, in the Vault of the Ca- 
pella Sestina in Rome, by Michael Angelo which, I believe, 
has never been engraved. Mr, Fuzeli, I think, ald 50 when 1 
enquired about it. I allude also to the picture of the Last Judg- 
ment, by the same Master. 


% The powers of Musick on che mind of the Poet. 


'Ti 
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Mid forms that flit through the malignant gloom,  ” 
Till Death unbar the cold sepulchral room. 


Such is the Poet: bold, without confine, 
Imagination's charter d libertiue, (c) 
He scorns in apathy to float or dream 
On listless Satisfaction's torpid stream, 
But dares ALONE in vent'rous bark to ride 
Down turbulent Delight's tempestuous tide; F 
While thoughts encount'ring thoughts in conflict fierce 
Tumultuous rush, and labour into verse, 
Then, as the swelling numbers round him roll, 


Stamps on th' immortal page the visions of his soul. 


- 


= 


OCTAVIUS. 


Nay, if you feed on this cælestial strain, 
You may with Gods hold converse, not with men; 
Sooner 


e) *The air, a chartered libertine, is still.“ G 20481 
BAG Shakspere. H. V. 


altos eo nr act er att. 
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Sobner the people S "rigtit Shall Horbley 2 ) teach, 
In judgment delicate, witli prudence preach, 
And o'er his bosom broad forget to Spread 
Bath's dangling pride, and Ribband rosy- red; (4 
Friend of the Church the ious Grafton (// prore; 
Or Sutton (g)] cease to claim the publick love, | 

; And 


id) I allude to Bishop Horsley's intemperate and unadvised 
speeches in Parliament. An injudicious friend is worse than an 


enemy believe Mr. Pitt thinks s0.—Inconsiderate sentences 


uttered publickly by members of either, house are very danger - 
ous. The dogma is remembered, and the comment is forgotten, 
Bishop Hotsley and Mr. Wyndham (both men of great natural 


and acquired ability) should be more attentive in this par- 
ticular, 


(e) Bishop Horsley is Dean of the Order of the Bath, and is 
a bold rival to the late learned knight, Sir William Draper, 
in making that blushing ribband, the perpetual ornament of his 


person. See Junius, in his third Letter, and Bishop Horsley 
every © where. 


(f) See the Duke's Hintz—Rather broad. 


& ) De. CaarLes Manxners SuTTON, Bishop of Norwich. 
A Prelate whose amiable demeanour, uteful learning, and con- 
ciliating habits of life, particularly recommend his episcopal cha- 
racter. No man appears to me so p:culiarly marked out for 


THE HIGHEST DIGNITY of the church, sede vacante, as Dr. 
SUTTON. 


- 
* 


o £6355 BOL 
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And &er forego, from dignity of place, 

His polish'd mind and reconciling grace ; 

Or Yorke, () regardless of his sacred trust, 
To unobtrusive merit be unjust; 

Moore to his synod call of auction i) full 
Or Barrington be meek; or Watson dull. 
Sooner | Pe Bin ( 29 Davies cease to talk, 
And for kis Eton quit his Bond-street walk; 


R | Sumner 


(b) The Right Rev. James Yorke, D. D. Bishop of Ely. The 


Voluntary wnsolicited offer of the Mastership of Jesus College in 


Cambridge, to the Rev. Dr. Paley, so well known in the literary 
and ecclesiastical world, deserves to be publickly mentioned as 
an instance, almost solitary, of generous liberal discernment, in 
the important collation of academical dignity. The University 
regrets the absence of Dr. Paley, one of the ables inſtructors 
she ever could boast ; and Bishop Yorke must be recorded as 
one of * the friends of learning.” It is no mean honour to 
associate the name of Paley with that of Yorke. ** Ermee, vi 
quid loquar audiendum , wocts accedet bona frars.” 


(i) Unction,-** That which melts to devotion.” Johnson's 
Dictionary. 


(+) The Rev. Jonathan Davies, D. D. Provost of Eton Col- 
lege; a learned, pleasant, generous, open-hearted, good-tempered 
Man, but rather too much of a Stentor in convertation: 


Erevroge 


_ 
— 


BW _ n \ 
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Sumner (/) drink deep of the Castalian spring; 


* 0 
Treyroęi £10 apeve; Hαeαννντει, KAAXEÞouvwu, 
Or T2001 auFnozex' O ON AAAOT ITENTHKONTA, the 
Hom. II. 5. * 15 
Mr. Provosr has an invincible fartiality for the charms of Lon« * 
don, whenever his duty does not oblige him to be at his Lodge. Sil! 
The reason is simple. The air at Eton now and then bites it c 
shrewdly, &c. &c. &c. ath 
Extract from a M.S. found in Long Chamber at Eton, the hand ; 
writing conjectured to be by Dr. Hearn the Head Master, the 
and one of the Assistants. It was found on one of Mrs. He aTta's Seb 
Ball Nights during Lent, given to the Lautorum Pueri for the advan- efe 
tage and credit of the School, | int 
Eton ScHoor, like many other great and useful pub- _ 
lick schools, stands in need of many new and strong regu» _ 
lations, which the interests of this kingdom, in common with 1 
the demands of the time, call for with a voice not to be disre - — 
garded by the masters and governors. It is not to be di:sem- Att 
bled, (it is uv office to speak openiy and boldly) that Boys now 2 
actually divide themselves into political parties. There is indeed a f 
* 3 . fui, 
general licent ĩousness of spirit among modern boys, which the 40 
publick good requires to be ectualiyj and powerfully repressed. It Pe: 
is not by false and specious /iberality that this evil is to be subdued. 
e N I he 
If maſters and governors are firm and inflexible in their regula- 
tions, what can the children do? I laugh at the idle apprehension 1 
of rebellion in a School. If I were the Head Master of Eton, I Fs 
would begin by THE aBOLIT;ON or THE MONTEM #mmediateip. (I, 
It is very improper, and very foolich. There is a anne, and 179 
sometimes an audacity, in this authorized mode of collecting money on $01 


the 
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Or Langford leave off preaching to the King ; (m) 
R 2 Or 


the highway, which I wonder young Gentlemen of birth and family 
are not ashamed off, and can even wwish to continue, IT 13 so- 
THING BETWEEN ALMS AND PLUNDER. Harrow school has 
no longer its . and dangerous custom of“ shooting for the 
silver arrow.” I mention the abolition of THE MONTEM (though 
it occurs but once in three years, only as an introduction to many 
ether salutary and necessary restrictions in aLL publick schools. 
I have seen the nature of a rebellion (as it is called) in a college 
and a school, and nothing can be more foolish and impotent. If 
the Parents, Friends, and Guardians co-operate with Masters of 
Schools and Colleges, what can children and young men a/timately 
effect, when it is considered, by what laws and hopes their future 
interest and advancement in life are bound-in, cabined, and con- 
fined ? The majority of such petty Revolutionists and embryo De- 
mocrats are always restrained ix @ 5hort time, and their successors 
never fcel the absence of what they never expected. Let every 
Master of a College and a publick School boldly, and vigorously, 
and instantly adopt the words and spirit of Cicero to his friend 
Atticus. 1n qua Ego nactus, ut mihi videbar, Locum RESE= 
CANDE LIBIDINIS EBT COERCENDAZA JUVENTUTS, vehemens 
fui, et omnes profudi vires animi atque ingenii mei, non odio 
adductus alicujus, «ed e reipublice corrigendæ et aanandæ civitatis.. 
AFFLICTA £ST RESPUBLICA !”—Cic. Ep. ad Attic, L. 1. E. 18. 
I hope this note will be regarded with the attention it calls for 
from the publick — At all events, now and ever; ** Salve, magna 
farens doctrine, ETONIA TELLUs, Magna VIU!“ 


(1) The Rev, Homphry Sumner, D. D. lately elefted-(Nov. 
1797) Master of King's College in the University of Cambridge. 


80 it is: Maat tacite ä timore, I can have no per- 
sonal 
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Or Warren (o) in his well-cury'd palm confound 
An 


zonal objection to a very good-natured man, but publick consi. 
derations make me reflect deeply on such a subject. We lament 
the loss of a Provoſt venerable in advanced age, dignified in his 
deportment, and of classical erudition deep, useful, and extensive. 
In the extremest boundary of human life, without the throbs of 
agony, or the cold gradations of dissolution and decay, and sup- 
ported and $ustained by Actmale filial piety, (that bless ed bounden 
duty) he came as a shock of corn to the ground in his season. 
Such was William Cooke, D. D. 

But when 1 think on all the Agi. doctors and learned men, 
worthy of succeeding to the office, who belong to our paramount and 
royal College, I must own the choice surfirizes me at such a time as 
this. I comfort myself that I have no vote. At the very moment 
when defence is more than ever called for, it seems as if we had re- 
course to the system of in:Fi:tency for publick support. I know not 
into what form our University may at last be changed. It may be 


turned, for ought I can tell, into an Academia degli Arcadi e degli 
Buff caricati. It may be ed by the violation of every principle 


of Academick dignity, and by an unworthy familiarity of learned 
gowns-men with mechanicks and shop- folks. It may become an 
appendage to the Corporation of the Town of Cambridge. Are 
wwe not elbowed on the floor of our own Senate House by an 
impudent, unqualified intrusion of Borough-mongering Mercers 
and rustling Men- millihers? Oxford might teach us better lessons. 
She knows her dignity, and preserves it. I have nothing left but 
to deplore the change among ourselves. Would to heaven, I could 
avert it,**Uni quippe vacat, $tudiisque odiisque carenti, NEwTovt 
logere genus! Let the University of Cambridge however be 
converted into any thing, but a seminary for French principles 
and tutorial democracy. Let us consider a little co whom we give 


aur confidence, Should the revenues of any College be entruſted 


to 
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An ancient guinea with a modern (4) pound; ' 
R 3 Sooner 


to the suspicious administration of spruce, antiquated democrats ? 
Should the insigne of a Chancellor's authority be borne by a 
mongrel robustious satellite of a French Directory ? I think not. 
The robe of Cæsar was folded gracefully, when he fell in the Senate, 
Let us at least remember that. I confess it boldly ; my principles 
are ſtrong unto salvation; and if I had authority, I would 
thoroughly purge the floor, It may be done now ; but how long 
the power may be continued to us, I fear to conjecture. The Mo- 
nasteries were dissolved, when they became useless. His Grace 
of Grafton, our Chancellor, has indeed given Hints; but they 
are for dissenters and Socinians ; the orthodoxy of the High 
Steward, Mr. Pitt, might yet support the eſtablishment. Some 
Colleges have watched over the principles of the men proposed 
for the tutors ; but all have not 80 watched. 

I would not suffer the muse of Satire to descend among Schools and 
Colleges, but upon the most matute and the most weighty delibera- 
tion. Perhaps this is the last publick remonstrance which will ever be 
made. Iwould not scatter my words lightly in every ear, but Iwould 
graft them where they might growand bear. At this hour the State is 
Shaking through all her departments. Nothing is indifferent, which 
can either supply aliment for health, or remedies for a mortal dis- 
temperature. The grand and chief supporters of our Country in 
the Parliament, the Law, and the Church mut proceed from the 
Universities. Upon them, primarily and ultimately, as to our 
governors and legislators, Domus inclinata recumbit. Nothing 
should be suffered to diminish or to sully the character of our 
Athens, and pollute the fountains of Ilyssus. In these retirements, 
eyery science, and every art, and every accomplishment which is 
good and essential to man in civilized society, may be pursued 
with effect; and a solemn account rendered to the kingdom. In 
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Sooner one Prelate hate th* unequal glass, 
| | And 


them, the Youth of this Kingdom may best learn the foun. 
Cation of all knowledge; the principles of evidence in sa- 
cred and human affairs; the nature of legitimate argument; 
the eternal power of truth opposed to the subtleties of sophis- 
try; the proofs of. revelation, and the best introduction to it, 
the higher philosophy of Greece and Rome; the sources of 
history; the finished models of classical literature, and those 
alone; the life-springs of taste and of good conduct; the 
principles and laws of ancient composition; and the ab- 
horrence of conceit and forced thought. Whatever can 
bring forth, strengthen, amplify, cultivate, enlighten, pu- 
rify, and direct the powers of the human mind, within those 
limits which are prescribed by it's great Creator, and not be- 
yond them; all these, and if there be any other praise, or any 
other virtue, which preserves and continues to man the bless. 
ings of lawful government, and of subjection to Gop, the Au. 
thor of all Order; it should be there prosecuted, recommended, 
taught, enforced, and inculcated, I call upon the servants of 
the Crown, upon the solemn Council of the Nation, upon every 
one who bears legal rule and legislative authority in the king- 
dom, to hear me, and to answer me. Has the State nothing to do 
with the Governors and Tutors of such hallowed and important 
retreats of arts, and eloquence, and wisdom, and religion? By 
their very nature they are consecrated to a high and holy mi- 
nistry, to a strict fealty, and bounden service to their country. 
Their dignity and necemity can be laid frostrate by themselves alone, 
If they are true to their own cause, if they will rouse them- 
selves into a vindication of the great, original, master prin- 
ciples on which they were founded, they may continue 
to be the lights of the kingdom. They will again be, what they 

: always 


(9) 
And round (q) his table let the Claret pass; 
R 4 O'er 


always should be, a Ter ex v, a Az; eig mepromow, a 
Baonzuy Tipzrivuau. The best and the strongest literary bul- 
wark and fortress against deception, error, sophistry, anarchy, 
and the wildness of political and religious confusion,. I am 
not speaking out of season, or without necessity; I am speak- 
ing in soberness and in truth. While the words are passing 

from me, JAM TER JUXTA ET TENEBROSA VORAGO :!+ 
I will extend an observation or two, on the method of 
Academical study. Lon, I never had a very great fear or ap- 
prehension, that the severe and mort indistensable studies of 
Mathematicks and Natural Philosophy should be generally car- 
ried too far. Into the inmost recesses of any study few are 
permitted to enter. In Academical education, the great aim and 
end should be, to recommend the study of original works prin- 
cipally, I think almost exclusively. If these are not attended to 
at the University, they are seldom, if ever read, (I am sure with 
little effect) at any other period of life, I am rigid in this 
opinion. I have seen it's good effects in men of eminence 
who adhered to it. Say, wouldst. thou hear it from our mouths, 
« or from our Masters ?” were the words of the weird Sisters; 
Call them, let me ee tlem; was the reply of Macbeth. In 
this spirit would I consider the books proposed for the suh- 
jects of publick lectures. By way of instance, Locke, Gro- 
tius, Puffendorf, Cumberland, and Woollaston, $should be 
preferred to the writers who have arisen since their day, I 
would object to Dr. Paley's moral and political Philosophy, 
as a Lecture book, solely upon this principle; for it is a 
book of great merit, and of general utility, New mora- 
lity, new metaphysicks, and new politicks, are introduced 
: unawares 


* — 2 


— _— 


— — 2 


+ Stat. Theb, L. 6. 


—ͤ— 


6264) 
O'er his true church the crafty St. Pol (/ sleep, 
| Or 


#nawares, from the contagion of the time, I would call the rising 
youth of this country, to the intense, and fervent, and unremit- 


ting study of the ancient classical writers, (whom I need not name) 


as their primary choice, I call upon them to have the courage, 
to be ignorant of many subjects, and of many authors, at their 
inestimable age, Never to pretend to study, in their first 
academical years, what they design as the ultimate end of their 
labours, I mean, their profession. Their whole business is to 
lay the foundation of knowledge original, sound, and strong. In 
particular, the study of the Law, as uch, should never be 


entered upon, even in limine, before the first degree in arts 


is obtained. The first volume indeed of Blackstone's Com. 
mentaries may be read, in the same manner as Robert- 
son's Introduction to his history of Charles the Fifth. 
They are chef-d'œuvres in their kind, and form a part of 
general knowledge. The specifick study of the Law in the 
University, at that early age, confines and cripples the facul- 
ties. Such a Student may arrive at mere knowledge, as a spe- 
cial pleader, but he will never be illustrious, or ornamental 
to his profession. When a man has once entered upon any 
profession whatever, his education has in fact ceased. They, 
who by a patient continuance, and undiverted attention to 
academical studies alone, have sought for the. original ma- 
terials of science and of solid fame, have seldom failed in 
their great pursuit. Iam zealous for the honour and utility of 
both our Universities. I am earnest in my words and thoughts. 
1 see and hear them too frequently, and most unworthily, tra- 
duced in writing and in conversation. I see the institution 
ridiculed and sneered at by the thoughtless, by the ignorant, and 
by the desigauing. But it is a common cause. They should al- 

9 4 | ways 


—_— 


Or be 
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Or bounds with Hereticks John Milner 77) keep; 


Or 
ways be termed, in literary dignity and with a prophetick spirit, 
the! Aneadas magnos et nobile Pallantèum!“ I am for no ba» 
lance of merit between them. Let them adopt any just improve- 
ment. ] wish to see no sparkles from their collision; but I would 
have them grow brighter and more illustrious from mutual reflec, 
tion, But if they are doomed to fall, and the mortal hour of 
democracy, confusion, and tyranny is approaching, this book, 
till it is prohibited by a Directory, will shew they. had a friend, 
bold enough to contend to the lam for their original and inhe- 
rent dignity. A friend who believed, or rather who knew, them 
to be capable, in their high functions, to maintain and adorn 
the principles of happiness, and safety, and learning, and 
comfort, and hope, and good conscience ; against foppery, 
and false science, and the degradation of the intellect, and 
frippery, and pompous nonsense, and the insolence of sciolists, 
and the neglect of good writing, and of good manners. A 
friend who, with no false enthusiasm, would secure the perma- 
nency of THESE ILLUSTRIOUS INSTITUTIONS, with every mo- 
nument of ancient arts, and eloquence, and science, conse- 
crated by the ministry of religion to the stability of the State. 
(Nov. 1797.) 


(=) The Rev. W. Langford, D. D. Canon of Windsor, and 
Lower Mater of Eton School, An instructor of much in- 
dustry and ability, and not without liveliness. It is parti - 
cular, that his Majesty never leaves Windsor for Chelten - 
ham, Wey mouth, or any other place, but all the publick 
papers instantly inform us of Dr, Langford's loyal atten- 
tion, The King arrived at Weymouth on such or such 
a day; the next week Dr. Langford set off em Be, and 
preached before his Majeſſy the following Sunday,” The 

| Doctor, 


* 
5 
Þ 
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Or Wilberforce range lawless through the town; 
| Or 


Doctor, on these occasions, suddenly disappears, and like the 
River Alpheus, having glided softly under the Sicanian waves, 
(uncontaminated by the saltness of the ocean) rises again 
wund and freu in the pulpit at Weymouth. This is very kind, 
The Doctor seems unwilling to trust the royal theology to the 
country curates even for a few weeks, during his Majesty's ab- 
sence from the heavenly consistory at Windsor, now his only Cha. 
lains, who, it is hoped, attend deeply to their theological studies, 
mindful of the great charge so specifically and honourably com- 
mitted to them. This is very considerate iu Dr, Langford, aud 
a high mark of his loyal attachment. 

© Mon cher Deljini, sure you will agree, 

„That for ( Bibi) none so fit as He, 

o gives the King such very good avis.” 


See the Probationary Odes, by Friar ER and his 
(ci-devant) conventual brethren. 


(o) Richard Warren, M. D. a learned and able Physician of 
the time. The well curved fialm” is the attitude of à modern 
physician, when he is about to leave his patient, and which he az 
naturally clozes upon his fee, as a lobster does his claw, As! 


| have a high respect for the Medical art, I will gratify Dr. War- 


ren, and many other ingenious gentlemen of the profession, 
with an extract from one of the Elogia written by Sammarthanus; 
it relates to a physician whom he names Marescottus, © Re: 
« corderis Marescottum nostrum 7ria se saeræ arti nostræ (Me- 
« dice scilicet) debere professum, quibus caruisset, si farofroiitum 
«Ka parentibus Sacerdotium suscepisset; ; scilicet, sa nĩtatem athleti- 
* cam ætatis anno Samo, centam aureorum millia, atque intimam 

ce Inns 


his 


( 265 ) 
Or Mingay be the glory of his gown 


Or 


« jnnumerorum illustrium amicitiam.“ Sammarth. Elog. p. 83 
and 84. N. B. Though the Doctor rejected the projecitum 
cacerdetium for himself, yet his Brother my Lord of Bangor was 
mad: into a Bishop by fraternal skill in the reign of Lord North. 
—Since this note was firs! printed, (July 1797,) the publick 
have lamented the loss of this acute and very learned physician. 
Dum loquimur, & c. & c. 


(4) This allusion was evidently made since the 26th of reb. 
1797, soon after which the Bank issued the One found notes, to 
the great disquiet of the faculty. 


(q) ** Siccat inæguales calices- Conviva Sacerdos.”” Tt is well 
known by the Clergy of a powerful northern diocese, that on 
publick days when the Claret or Burgundy arrives at @ certain 
dictance from the top of the table, where y Lord is seated, the 
attracting power suddenly draws the bottles acros; the table. 
This is act an anecdote of other times, It is true at this hour. 
(July, 1797.) When avarice, pride, and meanness act upon 
the mind at once, I leave it to the metaphysicians to deter- 
mine the carve in which it moves.-I say no more. 


(r) The Bishop of St, Pol de Leon, to whom the chief care of 
the publick largess of this kingdom to the French Emigrants 
iacred and firofane is committed. See the portrait of his Catho. 
lick Lordship in the publick print shops of London, It is impos- 
Sible to doubt the apparent propriety of the epithet I have given 
him, if we only glance on the portrait. refer the reader to all 
my notes on theRomanCatholick cause, in the Third Dialogue of 

the 


( / 268 * 
Or Erskine cease from impotent grimace, 
And 


the P. of L. It is indeed true that Tas PoyzDom 1s now PALLEN} 
but te girit of it, I still maintain, is neither extinct nor asleep, 
By way of Contratm, I cannot refrain from presenting to the rea- 
der the picture of Pope PauL rn FourTn, as drawn by the 
master hand of Paolo Sarpi. I will not injure the sublimity and 
force of the language by a translation. He well knew the court 
and the policy of Papal Rome, and they knew him. E ben 
cosa certa, que PaoLo, come quello che era d'animo grande e 
de* vasti pensieri, teneva per sicuro di poter remediare a tutti i 
disordini fer la ola cue autorita frontificale, ne riputava di over 
bizogne in cid di Principe alcuno; solito di non parlar mai con gli 
Ambasciaduri, e non intonandogli nelle orecchie che EGLI ERA $0PRA 

TUTTI Li Painciei; che non voleva che alcuno d'essi domes- 
| ticasse seco, che froteva mutar regni, che era SUccesso0R di Cut 
ha deposto Re et Imperadori.” Ist. del Concil. Trident. Lib, 5. 
This picture of a Pope, in the plenitude of pontifick power, 
should be presented to all Christian Countries, * i» ferfetuam 
rei memoriam,” that they may contemplate what this spiritual 
tyranny and usurpation once were, and what the principles of 
the Romish Church sacred and political (which never change in 
essence, substance, or spirit under any calamity) will 47 all 
times naturally introduce, whenever they obtain their full ope- 
ration,” 4 Us; Para, ii Roma in sæcula sæculorum! Let 
England look to this. 


To the revival of the Roman Catholick Cause in Great 
Britain, © Pestis ero vivens.” In our dread and natural horror 
of Atheism and of anarchy, why are we to revive supersti- 
tion and tyranny? I have nothing to do with the emancipa- 

| tion 
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And his appeals to (?) Gop, his prime disgface ; 
Or 
tion of the Catholicks in Ireland, but to my apprehension it is 
2 measure full of danger. It is at one stroke to alter the fundas 
mental law and constitution of the country, 1 write in Great 
Britain, and direct my thoughts for this kingdom, wishing for 
þeace, tranguillity, and union between the two Islands,—l. have 
given more time and study to this Roman Catholich eubject than 
any man perhaps, at this time, will think it deserves. I have 
perused many a dull and uninteresting tract, even of their own 
quabbles among one another, much to the loss of my own 
quiet, In general I pass them over and congign them to their 
own dulness. But there is one pamphlet, not for any, even 
the least, excellence of the composition, but for the virulence, 
of its spirit, which I call into publick notice, if the publick. 
will or can feel upon the subject. It is entitled A Reply 
to the Report published by the Cisalpine Club on the authen- 
ticity of the Protestation at the British Museum, & c. &c. by. 
the Rev. John Milner,” Printed for Coghlan, Duke Street, 
Grosvenor Square, 1795. It is written, as the title page 
informs me, by one Jou MiIVER, a Provincial Priest resi- 
dent (as I am told) at Winchester, not an emigrant, nor in the 
King's House (while the Priests lived there en maxe,) but 
the priest of a private chapel in that city. He seems by his 
writings, (I know no more of him) to be of the most intole- 
rant principles and deliberate in the application of them, He, 
exhibits at once thg extremes of fierceness and of impotence. | 
But he represents the opinions of @ very large portion of their 
body by whom he is accredited. He is very cautious in his 
pamphlet, as he thinks, but his caution speaks plainer lan- 


zge than the frankness of the most open declaration. t 
y > 44 13 


270 
Or Grafton's virtues, to their latest day, 1 
Expire 


* is apprehended (he ſays) that the publication of the facts 
«in question mizht frrove detrimental to the Catholick Interest (ob. 
serve the words) on any FUTURE afplication to the Legiclature," 
p- 36. We see this wary priest has not thought proper to 
conceal that they have FURTHER intentions, He tries the ground 
before him, but his steps are uneasy. The indulgence, it 
seems, is not to res? here, The lenity of our government natu- 
rally leads to other demands, With this clue in my hand, I 
have little difficulty to pass through the intricacy of this Ro- 
mish labyrinth. In another part of Mr. Milner's “ Reery,” 
his indignation rises against some expressions in the declara. 
tion of the Catholicks. We zee the embers under which the fire 
is not yet extinguished. He is afraid, that we Prozestants should 
think that the spirit of 4is church has suffered an abatement, 
„ Thus to My judgment (he cries out) am I and the whole Ca- 
„ tholick Body, without consenting to it, pledged in the face of 

the Legislature to condemn the wars of Charlemagne, and 
*© THE CRUSADE again THE INFAMOUS ALBIGENSES.” p. 28, 
IT hope we are all children of mercy, trained and educated in 
the benevolence and charity, which Christ has taught and en- 
forced, and if we have read the history of that infernal and 
murderous persecution of the devoted Albigenses, (whose chief 
crime was their determined opposition and resistance to the 
papal tyranny ) what opinion or what comment ſhall we form 
y on 


— 


ä 


+ The Albigenses were a sect of the Waldenses, who had 


their rise in the twelfth century. I know * the malice of 
their 


(8271) 
Expire in Junius, and revive in Gray ; 


Or, 


on this merciless priest, who after the lapie of centurien feels 


the ame passions and the same thirst of blood against these inno- 


dent victims of popich and arbitrary violence. Crimine ab uns 


A 


o 


DISCE OMNEsS! 


Nothing can be more offensive, more injudicious, and in 
some instances more profane, than when a Barrister afipeals to God 
for the truth of every assertion made in a court of law, and in 
many cases when the facts have been doubtful, and sometimes 
have been afterwards proved to be false. I call this @ prime dis 
grace; and I hope no Barrister of ability will follow this flippant 
rash habit of Mr. Erskine, in the Court of King's Bench, which 
we have all so repeatedly witnessed, Mr. Erskine's own bettet 
sense and serious thonght (for I believe he has some serious 
thoughts) will restrain him in future. But publick men must 
be told of their faults publickly. | 


r 
_— 


— — 


their enemies has suggested against them. This is not a place 
to d4:;cuss history, but I refer the sjatesman to Thuanus L. 
1, 8. 16. Vol. 1. p. 221. Ed. Buckley, N. B. For their confes- 
Sion of faith, which was presented to King Francis the First, 
by the wretched remnant of these Albigenses, I refer the theo- 
logical and political reader to Sandius's Hist. Eccles. It is 
an honour to their religion. Sandius's words begin. A, 
* 1544. Merindoliani er Caprarienses & c. existentesque Re- 
j, Albigeniinm sequentem fidei ſuæ confessionem obtu- 
* lerunt Francisco I. Regi Galliæ, quam a majoribus quasi 
„per manus acceperant, abhinc anno post Christi Jncarn ; 
oo, &c, Sand. Hist. E. p. 425. 
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Or, by the wayward justice of the land, | 
Great Mansfield fall by an Attorney's hand; (u) 
Or one mean cause the virtuous (x) Scott maintain, 
Turn law to trade, or deem religion vain ; 

Or {y) Rose with coy submission, modest grace, 
Rise to explain his sinecures and place; 

Or the Bank bow to Pitt's imperial creed ; 

Or Dramatists to publick trust succeed; 

Sooner to France Thames roll his current strong, 


Than men love verse, high fancy, or the song. 


Nor 


- («) See a long law-life in qto. of the great Earl Mansfield, 
Lord Chief Justice of the King's Bench; by Mr. Holliday, 
in a very peculiar style indeed. For the greater part, it is 2 
bundle of reports and law pleadings strung together. It is 
astonishing to me, that Conveyancers and Attorneys, who 
really appear not to know how to construct a single sentence 
without provoking a smile at some error in grammar, language, 
or metaphor, will think themselves qualified to deliver down 
to posterity the lives of great men. Luckily, Mr. Holliday's 
zeal does not offend us in rhyme. The friendship and the 
verse of Pope, as well as the splendour of his own abilities, and 
the dignity of their high exertions, have secured an eternity of 
reputation to Loxp Crier JusTrcs MansrietD which can 
never fall even by Mr. Holliday's attempt. 


{x) Sir John Scott, Attorney General. 


George Rose, Esq. Secretary to the Treasury, &c. &c- 
&c. &c. &c. 


in, 


C. 


„ 

Nor think, a Poet's name I lightly prize, 
T aught by the muse, and by her wisdom wise; 
But in the wane of Empires (mark the nou)” 
Vice and the sword consolidate all pow'r; | 
Laws pass their ( 2 bounds ; few Statesmen ſtand. 

erect ; | 

All in their country's name, — protect W 
The Constitution sounds in every speech, 
The words an insult, and each act a breach; 
The publick hopes with publick credit sink 
At e an hour, when men to madness think, 


Wnat i is a Poet, what i is fiction's strain? __ 


Jvxros , a) might probe a Nation's wounds in vain. 


8 As 


(*) The violence, edition, and daring wickedness of time? 
lite theze produce the necessity of extending laws and regulations, 
and acts which are declared zemforary, and called for by that 
necessity alone, When the danger is past, the Constitution 
is again left to protect itself by it's ancient laws, if that dan- 
ger can now, or ever, pass from us. This is what Octavius 
zeems to mean, by laws pas:ing their bounds,” &c. in th's 
and the following lines ; and in this sense I hope he will be un- 
derstood. 


(a) O magni sacer et cuperbus umbra! q 


8 Stat. Sylv. L 2. Carm. - 
| Junius 


6274) 


As from a diamond globe, with rays condense, 


Tis SATIRE gives the strongest light to sense, 


To thought compression, vigour to the soul, 
To language bounds, to fancy due controul, 
To truth the splendour of her awful face, 

To learning dignity, to virtue grace, 

To conscience stings beneath the cap or crown, 


To vice that terror she will feel and own. 


But if in love with fiction still, at court 
Present in verse some new Finance Report, 
How taxes, funds, and debts shall disappear, 


Or in the fiftieth or five-hundredth year. 
Or tread the maze of ficturesque delight, 


From Holwood paint with Pitt the prospect bright; 
| Without 


Junius told the nation, that “ a time might arrive, at which 
every inferior consideration must yield TO THE SECURITY OF THE 
© SOVEREIGN, aud to THE GENERAL SAFETY of the State.” in- 
troduct, to Leit. 35. This is not the doctrine of Horne Tooke 
and the desperate French factions and seditious sacieties now in 
England.—Jux1vs had nct & ler the Cor is itution of Eng - 


land; nor has the Author of the P. of L. so learned it. 


127530 


Without one * line of boundary” to speech, 
The summit of conceit with Gilpin (6) reach 
In Des#lation's dread fnlartitious felt, 

With di, and bole, grand masses, burst, and belt, 


S 2 With 


(3) T am under the necessity of making a strong remonstrance 
against e language of Mx. Gir rrx's writings on Landscape and 
the Picturesque. It is such a 4artago or jargon of speech as is 
wholly unnecessary, though we are taught to believe them appro- 
priate terms. They absolutely appear in troops. Dis —Boles 
Grand Masses——Belts—tremulous Shudders—Bur:ts—=jfilachy Inunda- 
tions nartitions of desolation—continents of frecipice and a hundred 
more, till the English language sets all English meaning at defiance, 
These terms are not the farce detorta of Horace, but mere jargon 
and foolish affectation. Dilettanti and Connoisseurs almost 
blush to use them. A term or word may not be quite obvious 
or easy, yet it may not be affected. But the rage of Concetto ad- 
mits no“ line of boundary,“ as these gentlemen love to talk. 
To use the words of Shakspeare in one of his own plays, as it now 
seems, (for Dr. Farmer and George Steevens, Esq. take from him 
and give to him juſt as they fileaſe). ** They absolutely make a 
battery through our defenceless parts,” Pericles Prince of Tyre, 
Act. 5. Sc, 1,—Simplicity in language is first to be sought. 


Strength and dignity will follow. Government, the arts, morali- 


ty, and religion, are all concerned in it's preservation. Ma. 
GiLÞtN's works on other subjects have and deserve high ap- 
probation. In all but the picturesque he seems as ready as any 
man to say, * State super-vias antiquas," 


2 90 


14 | 
. 1 
4 i 
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With 54udders tremulous explore your way, 

Through þlashy inundations (c) led astray, 

Till tir'd and jaded with the coxcomb strains, 
Homeward you steal © through Surrey's (d) quiet 

| lanes,” 

Renounce all Gilpin's jargon, said or sung, 

And talk of Nature's works in Nature's tongue, 

But still keep Method. 


AUTHOR. 


Method ? 


OCTAVIUS | 


| Yes: *tis plain, 
Connection, erder, method you disdain : 
You 


(c) Aug licè, « Fens.“ 
h (a) « Stealing through the quiet lanes of Surry,” is an easy 


and happy expression (cur nen ona?) of Mr. Gilpin's. Ob- 
Servat. in the Lakes of Westmoreland, &c, Vol. 2. p. 268. 


1— — "ST «a AM 


(2 
| You write when in the humour, scarce exact, 
The thoughts disjointed, nor the sense compact; 
Be regular: from A to B proceed; 
I hate your zig-zag verse, and wanton heed. : 


AUTHOR. 


Your counsel's good: I'Il lock it in my breast, 
Like Mansfield, I n'er enter (e) my protest: 
But say, a simple story shall I tell? 


A MAN OF METHOD is the theme. 


OCTAVI US. 


Tis well. 
83 AUTHOR. 


(c) The great Lord Mansfield Chief Justice of the King's 
Bench, and his nephew the late very learned (ci-devenr) Lord 
Stormont, made a rule never to enter a e on the es. 
of the House of Lords. | ; 


AUTHOR. 


There liv'd a Scholar (/) late, of London fame, 
A Doctor, (g) and Morosophos () his name: 
From all the pains of study freed long since, 


Far from a Newton, and not quite a (i) Vince; 


In 


When Jam very particular in the description of a cha- 
racter, I abstain frem giving the least hint of a real name. 
« Quis rapiet ad se quod erit commune omnium?'' or in Le 
Sage's inimitable language, gui e fera connoitre mal a projics ?" 
I only give this as 4 Character, and say no more. 


(g) The word and title of * Doctor” is miserably abused. 
Erasmus long ago in an Epistle from Louvain in 1520 to the ce- 
lebrated Cardinal Campeggio, observed with some indignation, 
% Unde Docroxis titulo gloriantur, aii ur DOCEANT? Erasmi 
Epist. Ed. Lond. Fol. 652. I wish this were written in large 
characters over the door of the theatre at Oxford, and the Senate 
House at Cambridge. | 


(kh) Morosophos. i. e. Stult? sapiens, But more presently 
of Dr. Moxosorhos, the Man of Method. 


(i) A learned and useful Professor of Natural Experimental 
Philosophy at Cambridge, See his works, 


| ( 279 ) 
In metaphysicks bold would spread his sails, 
And with Monboddo still believ'd (&) in tails; 


At anatomick lore would sometimes peep, 


And call Earle (/) useful, Abernethy (n) deep; 
With Symonds and with Grafton's Duke (x) would 


A Dilettante in Divinity ; [ vie, 
S 4 A special 


(HY) All the learned world knows how Lord Monboddo believed 
and still believes, that men had once 7ails depending from the 
gable end of their bodies, supposing them to go ufon all fours, 
N. B. Dr. johnson defines the gable end to be“ the sloping roof of 
a building,” and he gives a pleasant instance from Mortimer's 
Husbandry. Take care that all your brick work be covered 
&c. without gable ends, which are very heavy, &.“ 


(1) James Earle, Esq. Senior Surgeon at St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital, and Editor of the celebrated Pexcivarl Porr's Works. 
I have been informed that the notes which Mr. Earle has added 
are valuable; nor would J pass in silence the treatises he has 
given to the world in his own name, the result of extensive 
practice and accurate observation. 


(m) A young Surgeon of an accurate and philosophical spĩ - 
rit of investigation, from whose genius and labours I am led to 
think, the medical art and natural science will hereafter receive 
great accessions, | 


- (n) The Duke of Grafton, the Chancellor, and John Sy- 
monds, L. L. D. Professor of Modern History in the University 


of 


( 280) 


A special clerk for method and for plan, 
Through science by the alphabet he ran. 
He 


of Cambridge, have both attracted the publick attention by their 
various Hints and Observations on subjects of Scripture.—As I 
never may have so convenient an opportunity, I will ako offer 
a remark or two, which are new to me, on a passage in St. 
Paul's Epistles, if another Layman may be heard with indul- 
gence, There is no particular conjecture as to the peculiar 
meaning or force of the following passage of St. Paul in the Se. 
cond Epistle to Timothy. © The Chat which I left at Troas 
bring with thee, and the books, but especially che parchments,” 
Ep. 2. C. 4. v. 13. I would hint, that this Epistle was written 
from Rome when Paul was brought before Nero the second time. 
Evypaqn amo Phe, br e deureps Tzfe0Tn IIaraeg r Kawap 
Nepwn. In the 22d Chapter of the Acts, Paul was tenacious of 
the privilege of Roman Citizenship, and it proved of much ad- 
vantage to him before the Centurion It may be, and it is, a 
matter of mere conjecture, whether he might be required to prove 
himself a Citizen of Rome, when he was to make his defence. 
These farchments (peuCpavai) might contain some docu- 
ments, or be a deed or diploma of some consequence to the mat- 
ter in question. But as to le Cleak, there is something more 
particular. The Cloak in the original, is ÞeXovns, or Oahu, 
which is undoubtedly a corruption for Þaiyoxn;, and it is so read 


in the Codex M. S. Bibliothece Cæsarea Viennensis. aug 


was grecised from the Roman word Pænula. This is no more 


than was done frequently in other languages and in other coun- 


tries. Particularly when the seat of Empire was transferred 
from Rome to Byzantium, the lawyers of the Imperial Courts 
were obliged 10 precice many terms of law; as Þ:iJ:izous 


l Tapes 


(281) 
He took, not e'en in thought inclin'd to rove, 
A wife for regularity, not love; | 
A little 


u e for fidei commi arion, Perediy for reſudium, (as in this 
passage, Eunoyws 4 yorn To Perun Tear xT\,” | Justi- 
nian. Novell. 22.) Knvozvey, for Centere, EXm:3.7ov, for Exfiedi- 
tum or Exieditio, x0yT popu oo for compromiseum, and other words, 
as may be seen in Du Fresne's and other Lexicons, but in par- 
ticular in a most singular and scarce Glossary by Meursius.+ And 
in the East, before the accession of the House of Tamour, the Aa- 
bian language was prevalent in Hindostan, when the Hindoo 
Rajas had Communication with the Mahommedan princes; and 
it is remarkable, that the Arabian language is used techni- 
cally in the Code of Gentoo laws. Ch. 2. S. 3. That 
is a woman's property, during the Hammi Shaddee,” which 
is the Arabick term for the Days of Marriage. The trial of Ma- 
horajah Nundocomar for forgery before the Supreme Court of 
Judicature in Bengal, will furnish many singular instances.— 
But to return to the Þaiyoang or Pænula. I would observe that 
when the Roman state degenerated into an absolute monarchy, 
many Citizens laid aside the Toge and wore the Pænula, or the 
Lacerna in it's stead. Augustus highly disapproved of this change 
in their dress. He was, as Suetonius informs us, ind gnabundut, 
and gave orders to the ÆAdiles on the subject: Negotium Xdili- 
bus dedit, ne quem posthac in foro paterentur, nisi positis lacernis, 
togatum consistere,” Octav. C. 40. But the Pænula was still worn. 

As 


— 


— — — 


+ Joannis Meursit Glossarium Greco—Barbarum, in quo 
B vocabula quinque millja quadringenta, Officia atque 

ignitates Imperii Constantinop. tam in Palatio, quam in 
eng aut Militia explicantur et illustrantur.“ Lugd, Bat. 
1614, 
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A little architect in all his schemes, 
Some say he had @ method in his dreams. 

Three sessions in the House he daily toil'd, 

In every plan, in every motion foil'd, 

| Til 


As the Pemla was so ghec fcally a Roman garment and worn 
only by Romans, St. Paul might wish, as a slight confirmation 
of his point, to shew what was his customary dress. It may be 
remarked, that the Pænula was a vestment, which the Romans 
generally wore 2 a journey, Juvenal observes in Sat. 5. Multo 
stillaret Pænula nimbo,” and St. Paul says, that“ he left it behind 
Aim at Troas.“— This is only written as a mere literary remark to 
hint, that in the minutest passages of the Scriptures there 
may be some meaning; and that nothing can be so contemp- 
tible as a foolish and a profane ridicule on any passage in 
the sacred writings, founded on ignorance, The present remarks 
are intended as a matter of some little curiosity; I look upon 
them in no other view. But I think there is no passage in the 
Hebrew or Greek Scriptures which will not at last admit of 
such an illustration or explanation, I mean þhilologically or 
eritically, as may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men. 
Much geueral information is to be obtained from Harmer's 
valuable and satisfactory Observations on the Scriptures, col- 
lected from Voyages and Travels in the East; four volumes 
$vo.) and from“ Letters from some Jews ta Mr. Voltaire.“ 
A man of real erudition, who merits the esteem of his fellow- 
creatures, constantly keeps his knowledge, his reason, and his 
arudence connected indissolubly, or as it is well expressed by a 
| philosopher, 
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Till like grave Nicholls in a pet he wore, 
o PI move myself, the House I can no more;“ 
Then penn'd to Pitt his monitory strain (o) 
As Murray, clear, and as fond Randolph, plain. 
Resolv'd on ease, his Travels were at home, 


And Lum'sden(/) taught him to converse of Rome; 
The 


philosopher, Ev ouvapmoys 2diakurw xara Aoyov ap H (Plat, 
Time. Locr. de anim. mundi. Plat. Op. Edit. Serrrani Tom. 


3. page 95.) 


(«) The three great, yet familiar, Letter-writers of the age are, 
John Nicholls, Esq. M. P. for Tregony (1797), Sir James 
Murray (Pulteney) Secretary to the Duke of York in Germany, 
and the Rev. Dr. Randolph.—See © A Pair of Epistles in verse, 
with notes: the first to the Rev. Dr. Randolph, & c.“ and 
edition. 1796. I recommend them to the general entertain» 
ment of the publick. My mention of them may possibly ex- 
cite some curiosity. . | 

(4) That ingenious, accomplished, and very learned gentleman, 
Avpzew LumisDan, Esq. F. A. S. Edinb. has since that time 
taught us all in the most agreeable scholar-like manner. See 
„His remarks on the Antiquities of Rome and it's Environs, 
being a classical and topographical Survey of the Ruins of that 
celebrated City.“ 4to. 1797. It is a pleasing and most judicious 
performance of a Gentleman who appears to have enjoyed the 
united advantages of foreign travel, studious leisure, and polite 
company, 
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The arch Palladian, and the Parian stone, | 
He loy'd, the pride of Chambers and of Soane. (4) 


But late, by Carter's (r) key pencil won, 
Wyatt and Gothick keresy would shun, 
And oft in thought, by antique pavements laid, 
With Lysons (5) guide the military spade; 
And 


(g) Two celebrated architects, The professional knowledge 
of Sir W. Chambers, Knight, of most keroick memory, was pro- 
found and substantial. Mr. Soane has more fancy and airi- 
ness of design, and is certainly a man of information and inge. 
nuity. But he indulges himself a little too much in extraya- 
ganzas and whims, See the Bank. 


(r) T am obliged for this information to a Fellow of the 8. 
of Antiquaries.— Mr. Carter is a draftsman of the very firs 
merit, but his catholict zeal betrayed him, assisted by some Me- 
rocofhicts of the Society, to attack the first genius in Archi- 
tecture in this kingdom, Mr. Wyatt. Longa et injuris : lu- 
ge embayes. It is difficult to prove that the Society was 
instituted, solely to preserve the purity of Gothick Archi- 


tecture, or to listen to the tiresome cabals of busy Baronets and 


meddling Romish priests.—But to us, under the auspices of 
Wyatt, 

O Fortunati, quorum pia tecta renrgunt ! 

Eneas ait, et fastigia $uspicit urbis ! 


(s) Samuel Lysons, Esq. F. R. S. and A. 8. The most ju- 
dicious, best informed, and most learned amateur Antiquary in 
this 


Wit 


9 


S. 


i 
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And once, for purer air o'er rural ground, 
With little Daniel (z) went his twelve miles round. 
On Sundays at Sir Jgseph's () never fail'd, 
So regular, you might have thought him bail'd ; 


With 


this kingdom, in his department. Do Iubens manus Viiruvie. 
His work on the remains of the Roman Villa and pavements 
at Woodchester, near Gloucester, (which a friend ha, just 
chewn me) is such a specimen of ingenuity, unwearied zeal, 
and ciitical accuracy in delineating and illustrating the frag- 
ments of antiquity, as rarely has been equalled, certainly never 
zurpassed. His Majesty was so pleased with some of Mr. 
Lysons's attempts (near Dorchester I think,) that a party of 
tie militia was detached to assist him in digging among the 
ruins. A friend of mine was much entertained with the three 
tents erected on the spot, and a detachment of soldiers storm- 
ing a fort under ground, under the orders of an Antiquary. 
Hence my allusion to the military made. (Nov. 1797.) 


() The Rev. Daniel Lysons, M. A. the Brother of Sa- 
muel Lysons Esq. An ingenious and diligent Antiquary, but 
of an inferior class. He is Author of The Environs, twelve 
miles round London. But—My dear little Daniel,” Four large 
Volumes in 4to. wire-wove and hot-freszed, and Six Guineas 
paid down on the table, and the books unbound, are rather 
too much for parish-registers, births, deaths, marriages, and 
even for the delights of Islington, Homerton, Hackney, Clap- 
ton, Acton, and all the rural retreats of City-innocence and 
pure air, in the neighbourhood of Town. 


(« Sir Joseph Banks, Bart, Knight of the Bath, President 
of the Royal Society, Privy Counsellor, & c. &c, has institu- 
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With Jones a linguist, Sanscrit, Greek, or Manks, 
And could with Watson play some' chemick pranks; 


Yet far too wise 79 roast a diamond (x) whole, 


And for a treasure find at last a coal. 
Would sometimes treat, his wines of chosen sort; 
Will. Pitt with Aonest Harry lov'd his (y) port; 

g The 


ted a meeting at his house in Soho Square, every Sunday even- 
ing at which the Literati and men of rank and consequence, 
and men of no consequence at all, find equally a polite and 
pleasing reception from that distinguished Gentleman. Six 
Jos rn BAxxks is fitted for his station in the learned world not 
more from his attainments and the liberality of his mind, than 
by his particular and unremitted attention to the interest and 
ad vancement of natural knowledge, and his generous patronage 
of the Arts. 


( The ingenious Mr. Tenant has shewn, in a paper read 
at the Royal Society, that he can reduce a Diamond by evapora- 
tion 7 Charcoal. I hear Mrs, Hastings, and other great pos- 
sessors of di:fnonds, have a kind of Tenanto- hi, and are 
shy of this gentleman, A jor Poet, like myself, who has nei- 
ther diamonds nor any thing precious belonging to him, can 
only remind Mr. Tenant and the Royal Society of the old 
proverb, © Carbonem firo Tlesauro. 


(y) Ican give no better character of his old Port —We all 
know on such occasions, * Bacchum in remotis riibus is the 
song of honest Harry in all the wildness of highland Dithyram- 
bick; while Mr. Pitt, on the battlements of Walmer, in his 
own and Virgil's ober majesty, © ocgano Lingus, ait.“ 


Pl 
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The Bengal Squad (z) he fed, so wondrous nice, 


F Baring his currie took, and Scott his rice. 


In Scrip: not Hemings' (a) self more vers'd than 
he, | 
The Solomons, or Nathan, or E. P.; 


Loyal 


(=) © Privatis majora focis.“ I can have nothing to say 
to them, Dr, Morosophos, was bolder than I can venture to 
be. I could write down a pleasant collection. Several of 


| them are reformers, Mr. Philip Francis, little Michael Angelo, 
a xc. & c. &c. but none of them are disposed to extend the 
k question of Reform in a more important department, and 
F cry out with Boileau, A Yon par quelqu' edit r4orme a 
k Cuisine Sat. 3. | 


(a) Dr. Morosophos now and then dabbled in the funds. The 
Gentlemen of the Stock Exchange, or The College, (as it is termed in 
City-wit) are indebted much to that eminent calculator of the 
different payments, Mr. Hemmings, Boyd, Benfield, Solomon 
Solomon, Nathan Solomon, E. P. Solomon, Thelusson, Old 
Daniel Giles, Mr. Battie, Lord Lansdowne, Dr. Moore, Little 
Count Rupee, and all those who look an eighth better or worte on the 
qiening, know that I am right, in pronouncing the panegyrick 
of this learned classick on the Stock Exchange. 


„ Prens moi le bon parti; laisse 1a tous les livres. 
« Exerce-toi, mon fils, dans ces hautes sciences; 
* Prens, an lieu d'un Platon, ce guiden des finances,” 


Avis de Boileau. Sat. 8. 
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LoyaFand open, liberal of (4) ch. pt 1 
(Not your damn'd dollars, or Bank- paper trash) 11 


Nor tax, nor loan he fear'd, at table free, 


And drank the Minister with three times three ; (c) 
Till 


(5) This verse was evidently written after the 26th of Feb. 
1797, after the order of Council was sent to the Bank of En- 
gland, when the whole nation was made to pass though the gil. 
Bars of Hercules. 


-— 


e Certainly Dr. Morosophos did this, before Mx. Pirr 
(fame rabidd Tx1a guttura prendens) conceived the idea of the 
triple as:essment, or, perhaps, three times three.—( Nov. 1797.) 
I understand, if Mr. Fox bad not abandoned his duty in the 
H. of C., he had intended to oppose the tax and it's author, 
with an ati from Hotace: . Tir si resurgat, ter pereat eit 
EXCISUS Argivis! I have heard also, that Mr. Sberidan meant 
to state to the Committee, the great necessity of prohibiting 
or sus pending, for a limited period, the study of the classicks 
(which he was happy to say he bad done for a considerable time) 
as it appeared by the late oath which his Rt. Hon. Friend had just 
made, that there was reason to suspect, that wicked Poet origi- 
nally suggested to SirR. Walpole, the scheme of the Excis x, par- 
ticularly as Horace's father was a Coactoy, Horace had also hint- 
ed, that a good man need not change his manner of living on ac- 
count of heavy taxes. *Zntegris opibus novi non latiut um quam 
nunc Excis1s!” It had more-over stated from Virgil, by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that it was fhecessary © xxc134 


" witan 
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Till with a pun old Caleb (d) crown'd the whole, 
Guan, and not philosophy, convole.” 
He talk'd, like Indian (e) Rennell, rather long, 
And would at times regale you with a song, | 


But seldom that; in musick though aprig, 
The little Doctor swell'd and look'd so big; 
* Nay 


vitam frroducere TBO!“ and the Chancellor had an- 
nounced from the same poet, the guadrufile happiness for 
some of his friends, O fergus QUaTERQUE beati queis ante 
ora patrum, &c.“ which the Committee knew better than 
he did; and therefore he should move a string of resolu- 
tions on A future day, &c. &c. &c. I shall not interfere 
with Mr. Fox's oath, or Mr. Sheridan's motion; but Jtanding 
in my flace, I shall adopt the words of the elass ick father of the 
Excise scheme, Nen lc jocost conveniunt tyre.” Sir Robert 
Herries, though no great poet, understands this subject better 
than I do, We read, aurea frima sata est ætas, et vindice 
nullo, & c. See Ovid, and compare Sir Robert's Autunnal sketch 
in 1797. The tints of Autumn are favourable to painters of 
tketches, 


(4) Caleb Whitefoord.—N. B. If you do but touch him, 
puns and quills alike stand ready on this fretful porcupine. 


(e) Major James Rennell, the great Geographer of India, 
d T2w. A gentleman to whose accuracy and extent of know- 
ledge this country is considerably indebted, But this has no- 
thing to do with his conversation, 
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Nay to Greek (7) notes would trill a Grecian ode, 
In diatonick kind and Lydian mode, 


And then with Burney, as his fit grew warmer, 
Convers'd of Stentor the great ( g) throat-frerformer, 
Banks (2) gave him morning lessons how to dress, 
And Morgan (i) whisper'd courage and fi nesse. 
T2. A Poet 


V Dr. Morosophos, the man of method, was rather trouble- 
$ome to his friends on this subject of Greek Musick. He 
wished to pass for another Meibomius. But there is still 
reason to think that he never saw the three hymns to Calliope, 
Apollo, and Nemesis, printed with the Greek musical. notes 
to which they were sung. at the end of the Oxford edition of 
Aratus in 1672, by Dr. Fell, or the more accurate copy of 
these hymns in Mr. Burette's Memoire on this subject. Me- 
moires de' Academie des Inscriptions Tom. 5.—Dr. Moroso- 
phos knew but little of the system of the Lydian Mode in the 
diatonick genus. There is also reason to think that he knew 
as little, as Bisbop Horsley, of the TIpoonaubavouens, the 
Tran ora run, or the IIxcurævn MErwy, &c. 


(g © STENTOR is celebrated by Homer as the most illus- 
trious throat-frerformer of © AN _— $ Tn Musick 


Ato vol. 1. p. 340. 15 Ran 74 


(+) Sir Joseph Banks, Bart. &c. I speak only of % Morning 
© habiliments. 


7% ous 


_ Maurice Morgan, Esq. an ms author of 
the NE Extravaganza on the Courage of Sir John Falstaff. 
3 Mr. 


his 
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A Port too he way, not very hricbt. 
Somethiag. between a Jerningham and (4) Knight; 
He dealt in tragick, epick, critick lore, 
With half; whole plans, and episodes in store, 


Method was all; yet would he seldom write, 


, 
1 


He fear d the ground · plot wrong. or—out of sight. 
At last THz Doc ro gave his friends a work! 

(Not verse, like Cowper, or high prose, like Burke, ) 
CHAMBERS ABRIDG'D | in sooth 'twas all he read, 
From fruitful A to SIG Zed, 


oOCcTavios. 
What then? for ever shall we wildly stray, 
And pluck. each hare· bell in the flow'ry way, 
be T 2 | "7 


Mr. M. is known to his friends by the name of Sir John, In 
his politicks, be is of the Lanxdown School, | 


(4) Knight and Jerningham. 
« Shen hlutlt magon, si c'e5t votre talent, 
Ouvrier estimè dans un art necessaire, i 
Qu Lecrivain du commun, & nete vulgaire. 
Avis de Boileau, A. P. ch, 4: 
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Or void of judgment, fire or critick force, | 
Stoop to each golden apple in the courze 
I never can with argument dispense; 

Pope gave the verse, but Warburton (7) the sense. 


AUTHOR. 


*Tis true; by plan and syllabus (n) confin'd, 
Knight thus composes first the reader's mind; 
To rouse attention is the poet's art, you 
Knight calls to sleep, and acts a civil part, 

Save to his view when foul Priapus (u) rose, 

He wak'd to lust, in stimulating prose. 


Tos 


(1) Octavius is right in some degree. The commentary of 
Warburton on Pope's moral Poems is peculiarly valuable, and 
explains many seeming inconsistencies. Pope thought 30 
himself. 


) Par alaues et par titrer,  - - 


Dogmatizer en vers et rimer par chapitres. 
Boileau Sat. 8. 1 FR 


(n) Concerning Mr. Knight's Treatize on a the Worsbip of 
n in addition e I before said (F. of L. Dial. 1. v. 
en 134, Note 
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But though that Garden - Ood forsaken dies 
Another Cleland (o) see in LEWIS (4) rise. | 
Why sleep the ministers of truth and law? 
Has the state no controul, no decent awe, 

T 3 While 


134. Note (g) I shall offer the spirited words of Clemens 
Alexandrinus, from his Aoyos [porperine eis Tug EMmas, or 
4 AdmonitioadGentes:” Tara daun Th; ονπανεt. TH afperuna, 
Sura rng dees d Ga, r r CUWTOPYEVVTWY dau 
Ocwy 44 iFaoxakarr—TTanoxc, xa MHV AN, N MOP INN 
ENTALEIZ vais papa anoyvuyulrerc _ > Opry 
ra ra, MET OPVEUXRTY 1 0Qfak uo, bs eg eparxeonac £Þ 
Clarayevor Toy avipantov, xx To evdeoy Te TYATATOS EAEYXEL aTap- 
Farregl xrN. —Clem. Alex. Edit. Commelin. 1616, p. 30. & G.—1 
now dismiss this odious Treatise on Priapus for ever. —N, B. 
The learned reader will recollect that Clemens Alexandrinus 
lived in the third century under Alexander Severus and Ca- 
racalla, was a native of Athens, and that the famous Origen 
mudied i in his school. i 


(o ) John Cleland, author of „The Memoir of a Woman 
© of Pleasure.“ 


(p) M. Lewis, Esq.' M. P. author of The Mont a Ro- 
„ mance, in 3 Vol.” (Vol. 2. Ch. 6. and 5.) See my Obser. 
vations at length in the preface to this Fourth Dial. of the P. 
L. pag. ii. and iii.—The publication of this novel by a Mem- 
ber of Parliament is in itself 5 5erious an offence to the fublick, that 
1 know not how the author can repair this breach of publick 
— 
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While each with each in madd'ning orgies vie 1 - 
Pandats to lust and licens'd blasphemy? 
decency, but by suppressing it himself. Or he might, omit 
the indecent and blasphemous passages in another edition; 
there is neither genius nor wit in them, and the work as 
a composition would receive great advantage. I wish he 
may at least take this advice. I will give Mr. Lewis an ex- 
tract from the ninth Book of the History of Procopius, 
called the Hiatoria Arcana of the Emperor Justinian and the 
infamous Theoddra. The words are these. 
* Ao Te wor evdery nus Tepunuorevom ode Te AvBpors ow! 
dr oa. * Amrravra yzp aute T% rug Wwuxnms Ton eos oy 
Spe ompmve dia pros n. Exel doTS ahoynoas Thy one 
ram TET pO evan TYV GiGXPVTV, 8% @TXESN TOS EVTUYXAVS0 
CFeAupes Gave Ini, rur dn v' MAPAYjuR; ATAPTOS e 
E@)Ag TAY G12TERy CE r METWTE , PROTE TE 104 
devi TOY eg ram r E H MIApaTATA; Xp.” Procop. His 
tor. Arcan. Lib. 9. p. 46. Ed. Fol. Lugdun. 1623.—I wish Mr, 
Lewis may read and profit from this passage. ; (July 1797.) 
Novels of this seductive and libidinous tendency excite dis- 
gust, fear and horror, in every man and woman, who reflect 
upon those virtues which alene give support, comfort and con- 
tinuance, to human Society. The interests of Society and the 
essential welfare, aad even the very existence, of this kingdom au- 
| thorise any man, though conscious of manifold frailries, to speak 
in the manner I have done. For we cannot long deceive our- 
gelves. Poetical men, of loose and ungoverned morals, can offer 
to us or themselves but feeble consolations from wit and ima- 
gery, when we are left to solitary reflection and the agony of 
remorse. I never found this subject so well represented, and 
50 unagswerably enforced to every understanding, capable 


„ 


- 
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Can senates hear without a kindred rage? AIST 
Oh may a poet's light'ning blast the page. 
Nor with the bolt of Nemesis in vain | 
Supply the laws, that wake not to restrain* 

Is 1gnorance the plea? since Blackstone drew 
The lucid chart, each labyrinth has a clue, 
Each law an index: students aptly turn 


To Williams, Hale, judicious () Cox, and Burn; 


1 4 Obscenity 


of recalling . itzelf from vicious conduct and irregular incli- 
nations, as in this short sentence: Y/ioever wHoLLY give 
&* themielves a to Lust, will Joon find it to be the least fault they 
© ge guilty of.” 

Whatever I have said on the subjeet of this novel, called Tux 
Moxsx, I shall leave as matter of record, whether the Novel is al. 
altered, or not, The tenor of the whole is reprehensible. I 
leave it as a protest against such a. work, published in such a 
manner, by a Gentleman in the high, honourable, and respon- 
Sible station of, a Member of Parliament, It is hoped and ex- 
pected that no similar work will ever again be given to this 


country. (Added Nov. 1997.) 


(%) Samuel Cox Eq, of the Court of Chancery, the Edi- h 
tor (at his leisure hours) of the Reports of Peere Williams. 


Jam not very conversant with frofessiona} law books, but a 


learned person shewed me Mr. Coxe's mode of illustration, 
and desired me to consider it. I really think, it seems as a 
model for all future Editors of Reports of former years. This 
plan is evidently the mode of a most judicious understand - 
ing and of a well · read Lawyer. Transeat in exemplum! 
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Obscenity has no her code and priest, 
While anarchy prepares the dire Digest. 


Methinks as in a theatre I stand, 
Where vice and folly saunter hand with hand, 
With each strange form in motley masquerade, 
Featur'd grimace and impudence pourtray'd, 
While virtue, hov'ring o'er th'unhallow'd room, 
Seems a dim speck through sin's surrounding gloom} 
As through the smoak- soil'd glass (r) we spy from far 
The circling radiance of the Sirlan Star, . 
Faint wax the beams if strong the fumy tint, 
+ Till the star fades, a mathematick point, \ 
Sure from the womb I was untimely torn, 
Or in some rude inclement season born, 
'The 


(r) © If the eye glass be tincted faintly. with the smoke of 
« 2 lamp or torch to obscure the light of the star, the fainter 
light in the circumference of the star ceases to be visible, 
% and the star (if the glass be sufficiently soiled with smoke) 
* appear comething more like a mathematick point.“ 
Newton's Opticks, Prop. 7. Theor, 6. 


6 9 
The State turns. harth eee 
And I untaught to beg, or crouch, or cringe. 
For me the fates no golden texture weave, 
Though happier far to give than to receive? 
Yet with unvaulting sober wishes bl est. 
Ambition ſled with envy from my breast; 
For friendship form'd, in yon starr'd fields above 
My Saturn's temper'd by the beam of Jove. 
I cannot, will not, stoop with boys to rise, 
And seize on Pitt, like Canning, (s) by surprise, 

Be led through Treasury vaults in airy dance, 
And flatter'd into insignificance. ( 
I cannot, will not, in a college gown, 


Vent my. ret nonsense on a patient town, 


Quit 


6 As posterity may know little of this young Gentle. 
man, I shall add, that Mr. Canning was first an Eton boy, 
then wrote a little book of Essays, then went to college, was then 
made M. P. and after some tuition and instruction from the ac- 
complished George Rose, Esq. & c. &c. & c. made qne of the 
Under Secretaries of State. (1797.) 


() * Pessimum genus inimicorum Laudantes.”” Tacit. I know 
no man more qualified to be a Commentator on Tacitus than 


17.4 
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Quit the dull Cam, and ponder in the park 

A six-weeks Epick, () or a Joanof Arc. 

I leave these early transports, and the calm 
Complacence, and the softly trickling balm 

Self. consolation sheds ! more sweet than all 

Burke felt in senates, or Impeachment's Hall; 
Borne to that course, where thund' ring from afar 
The great Auruncian (x) drove his primal car, 


E'en 1 now, when all I view afficts: my sight, 
All that Horne Tooke ( can plor, or Godwin 6 


write; 


Now 


( 1) Robert Southy, author of many inge nidus pieces of poe · 


try of ;ceat promise, if the young gentleman would recollect 
what old Chaucer says of poetry, 


& Tis every dele 
A rock of ice and not of steel.“ 


He gave the public a long quarto volume of epick verses, Joax 
or Arc, written as he says, in the preface, in sia weeks. Had 


be meant to write well, he should have kept it at least six years. 
El mention this, for I have been much pleased with many of 


+ 


the young gentleman's little copies of verses. I wish also that 
he would review ome of bis firincifeiles. 


(x) Lucilius, 


No 


( 259 ) 

Now when Translation to a pest is grown 8 
And Holcroſt (a) to French treason adds kay own; 

le | „nn We when 


(ſb. SE.1 4A AI \ 1 


(y) Mr. HoaxE Toox x, in the conclusion of his“ Diverslons 
of Purley,” makes an apology for applying himself to subjects 
$0 trivial as grammatical discussions, in the year 1786. He 
uses the words of an Italian poet, which are very Ne 7 
though they neyer have been much noticed, | 

- © Perche altrove non have 
Dove voltare il viso, 
Che gli è s1ato interciso 
Mostrar CON ALTRE IMPRESE a/tra virtude.” 
The hour was however approaching, when 4is countenance was 
to be turned to other thoughts, and he was to display other ta- 
lents which had almost slept since the time of Junius. At the 
blast of the French Revolution he awoke from grammatical 
number, and found that other enterprises awaited him. We 
have traced his proceedings till his trial at the Old Bailey for 
high treason, Nov, 4, 1794. His flans were, UNFOLDED, and 
though be was acquitted, and {© Execution was not done on 
Cawdor,” yet itis not impossible that hereafter, (after his de- 
cease,) some honest chronicler may be found, 
Who will report (in private) 
That very frankly he confess'd his treasons, 
_  Implor'd his country's pardon, and set forth 
A deep repentance.” ( Macbeth.) 


Till that hour arrives, I shall wait for the continuation of hjs 


grammatical researches, which are promised to the world, with 


the celebrated wish of the satirist, 


Vt vellem kis potivs nupgrs tota illa dedisset 


TeMrora SEvITLE! 5 | 
: | From 


630) 


When Gallick Diderot in vain we huts Whe 
His blasted pencil, Fatalist, (4) and Nun; 9 Toe 
When St. Pol (c) sounds the sacring bell, that calls WO. 
His Pnests en masse from Charles's ruin'd walls f Cas 
When And 

Wit 


From the abilities and wncommon erudifion of Mr. Horne 
Tooke I dread much, and from the calmness and mildness of © 
his conversation I should apprehend perhaps more. But as I 
think TRE wHoLe Kixcpon is fully, and deeply, and'solemnly, 
and unalierabiy impressed with the nature, the malignity, the 
extent, the influence, aud the terror of the grand Revolution- 
ary Principle, and the desperate fury of: Reforming societies 
and embodied factions, I trust Great Britain and her Ministers 
will never suffer the arm of justice and — to rerpit or to 
relax it's energies. 


F . 472 


i 


) See my acconnt of this weak and contemptible writer 
William Godwin, and his Political Justice, in Dialogue III. 
of the P. of L.— See also a future note in this part of the 
L oem. N & \ T7: , | 


(a) Thomas Holcreft. Late of Newmarket; now an Author and 
a wezlZ-be directing Statesman, from that great seminary of poli- 
ticks and government. He is also one of the Clair-voyans, and of 
the order of the Chevaliers des Lunettes in the meridian of Hyde 
Park. Horne Tooke cannot be much pleased with this compeer. 
Tewra degrumeit pris. See the fable. 


(3) The names of his poxthumous novels, translated for 
the benefit of Great Britain. 


| 


er 

When Thelwall, (4) for the season, q ese 
To organize revolt by sea and land G aaksld a 
- When Barristers ( F) turn authors; authors (g) brate; : 
Cual xs Fox allegiance dares to calculate, 8 
And with his sulph'rous torch relumes the pile | 


With unaverted (4) face, and ghastly smile ay 


14 477 oo 


te) — &f $t, Pol. e to whom the ebe . 
French Emigrant priests is committed en mate. The reader 
may recdl lect they wert maintained in the old mansion built b 
Charles the Second at Winchester. The reader may be zur" 
prised, but he will find by the papers laid on the table of the 
House of Commons, on the 218t of December, 1796, that #o lest 
a zum than 540,000]. was issued in one year for French,priests, 
and Emigrants, gacred and cb the WI 0 . of 


Amen e 


4) This indefatigable . missionary of hh 
French Propaganda, Jain Tleluall, has now his Schogls Ne. 
wn in country touns, &c. &c. b nne 

Is 4 3£ 61 I; 4 A b « Iv | 

(J) Mr. Barrister Enkine.—see more of un and un g 
dies French war in a future note. | | 


® I referto the House of Comm. 


10 Th ancient times among hs Romans, when 15 1 
ie 3 get ite to the pile, 9A turned azide 


630 


But to return, and praise our (i) English home: 


. ute Na, 
„ern Sire nt deer dts ene 
Triste ministerium, subjectam more parentum _ | 
4. i tenuere facem. ein S (Virg. Ft. 6.) 7 

\ 


Net i the Right Honourable CuARIES Janss Fox! 


"As Mr. Fox loves Greek, I will give my opinion of Mr. Fox's 
tongue and eloquence in Greek, I shall then say of it; 
HI 'awaca rug, I QXoyiGuon T9 TRojav TH; YEVETEw3, x, e 
Sc d ro T1; I tevvns, AXATEOYETOV RAXOV, (ET TT ts G- 
pe. If Mr. F. would attend to ruis Greek anthor, he might 
learn the xadn awortpÞn, and the mpaurng oopias. Even Mr. 
Fox may possibly read what I 5ay.— As Mr. Fox is-zow (June 
1797) stzudying Mr. Gibbon's History, he will find many an in- 
gructive lesson for his publick conduct. Mr. Fox, I hem can- 
not always constyrue Mr. G's Englich, aod is in the habit of con- 
sulting his friends on the meaning of many passages and senten. 
ces; but without much success. His friends can confirm what 
I say, if they think proper. f I always feel an interest in Mr. 
Fox's studies, whether he is reading Gibbon, or culling mtl 
on St. Ano's Hill with Aspasia, or poring on the Odyssey, in 
lamentation over his deerted friends in the H, of C. in the old 


, 


+ Perhaps Mr. Fox may understand and con:true the follow- 
ing sentence from the luminous N istorian. An aspiriag ane 
* didate may be tempted to build his greatness on the feublick confu- 
nien, but it is the interest as well as the due THE SoVEREION 
7 3 the authority of the laws,” Gibbon, Vol. 7. p. 80. 

» OVO, ; 


* 


No; 


. 


—_ ww. © ere CT 


Now, when the French defend us (t) itt disgiace 

French words, French fraud, French priests, _ | 
French grimace e | | | 

When England changes arms—at such a view 

Must I find method, verse, and patience too 2 : . 


Nr zy Ts ** N 11 i 
A g Exapus ep pu ro, ielaevos Teps Od. L. 1. 


But his Drage or Friends are 324d to have left im es)) as wn; 
accumt; his good humour and ability having never ben 
him. The account is this, deep, short, and full: 2 


C Er . lepoy er eMEpoe,” ; 2 
Od. J. 1. 5. 


(i) See Mr, Cooper of Manchester's 8 re- 
turn from America, and the Letters of some wandering Jour- 
neyman Weaver or Carpenter, I forget * &c. c. © Ins 
en Liqui W Penates, & e. mA 
l ub. 9.1 f 
w_ I allude to the French REA Regiments, ae 
the Britia army, Surely this is a measure of government 
unwise, and unaccountable on any ſound. principle, a project-of 
desperation, one would think. Is this a time for A 
—_ 1 drs Fehn 445 


| Mutemus ren Nur in;ignia non 


63) 
My verse, the thunder of a Patriot's voice, 
Cries loud to AL who EX6LAND make their choice, 
« Throw wide that portal; let no Roman wait, 
But march with Priestley through the dexiral gate. ( 


OCTAVIUS. 


(1) © Through the dextral gate! — My allusion is this: 
In ancient times, the most frequented roads 7 the city of Rome 
had double gat. They who. came into the ciiy pas sed through 
the left-hand gate; and they who went OUT OF THE ciTY took the 

right- haxid gate. See Nardini Roma Antica, L. 10. c. 9. When 


Pliny, in his Natural History, in the Chapter de Romo, 


Lib. 3. c. 5, speaking of the gates of the city, says, that 
*« twelve of the thirty-ceven gates should only be numbered once 
* (cemel numerari). The expression is odd, but it alludes to 
$uch of those gates as were double in this sense. This was not 
unknown in other Italian cities. The Porta de Bortari at Ve- 
rona (in the opinion of the Marquese Scipio Maffei, Verona 
Inustrata, Part 3.) was in reality a twin or double pate, 
though it has been mistaken hy some antiquaries for an arch of 
triumph.—N. B. In times like the (firecent, I would never ut 
those double gates in any city, when the turbulent, discontent- 
ed, and factions with to retire into Foreign parts. We all re- 
member, that Sir Arthur Hazelrig, John Hampden, and Oli- 
ver Cromwell, Being ready to rail for America, were sro rr? 
by order of Council Hume's words are very strong and remark- 

able in this lecturing age. They (i. e. Hampden, Hazelrig, 
and Cromwel).had 'recolved for ever © 40 abandon their native 


un, 1 to the other extremity of the globe, where 
94 they 


< Ag ?é⁵[5ꝛ cc ⅛ . N Ü:--ß.;; eas th _ 465 Mm 


ke. Me... &.. 


es. OS © AAR as. GE. 
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, - * 
. _ — 1 * 9 ts. Low . 1 


OCTAYIUS. 


LI 


- 


Talk thus, e'en Horsley shall applaud : proceed. 


AUTHOR. j 


The tears that Britain sheds, her wounds that bleed, 
Call for a fost'ring hand, the balm of PRAck, | 
Not stypticks, which the sanguine tide increase, 
Such as State · quacks, or Barristers expose 
For fame and sale, and sleeping might disclose. 

In state affairs. all Barristers are dull, 
And Exs K INE nods, the opium (mn) in his skull. 

| * 2 Saw'st 
1 Fic ee lectures and discourses of any length wa 
pleased them. Mr. Hume adds, very significantly, The 


King had afterwards full leisure to repent this exercise of his 
« authority. Hume's Hist. Vol. 6. P · 311, Ed. vo. 1773. 


(m) Erskine. Mr. Barrister Erskine is famous for taking opi- 


um in great quantities, (I have often heard him speak in praise 


of it) and if he proceeds inthis manner, it is apprehended that 
his faculties will die of too large a dose, of which there are 
many symptoms already. Mr. Erskine has informed the pub- 
lick, that ur has not the talents of a 5tatesman, which, in common 


wy | with 


( 306 ) 
Saw'st thou, (or did my troubled fancy dream?) 


High o'er yon cliff, in majesty supreme, 


Vengeance 


with the kingdom at large, I readily admit as part of my po- 
Htical creed; though it is so very plain, as hardly to be an 
article of faith, In his late flimsy and puerile © View of the 
Causes and Consequences of the present French War,” le 
comes forth to the publick waz oofuorixa; xa cop, 


to use an expression from Themistius, but I cannot stile him 


in the words of that orator, before the Emperor Constantius, 
28 AruDs Lo? Quoe WETEN OV, Zo BPXVWV, extifev Joey ro 
rde eig eryehaay, (Themist. Orat. p. 3. Ed. fol. Harduini, 
1684.) I positively will not translate this Greek, either for 
the Barrister himself, or the country members, or the worthy 
electors of the town of Portsmouth; but I shall leave it to be 
rendered faithfully by the Reverend Dr. Parr, or Mr. Erskine's 
language master. Indeed in this age we require nothing but 
what we call, eloquence ; though the term is miserably abused. 
But auch as it i, eloquence in the political world is like cha- 
rity in the Christian character, without it a man is counted 
dead. However, in ancient times, in one particular there was 
a great and essential difference from the present. Perhaps it 
may not be without use to hint or remind some persons, that in 
Greece and Athens, apud Greciam, in the opinion and tri. 
* umphant language of Cicero, (De Orat. L. 1.) quæ semper 
„% ELOQUENTLE PRENCEPS $SSE VOLULT, atque illas omnium 
« doctrinarum inventrices Athenas, in quibus SUMMA DICEND? 
* yrs et inventa est et PERFECTA ;“ in Greece and Athens, 
I say, Orators and Barristers were never permitted to make 
any e4/ogus or peroration whatsoever in the courts of the law, 

| or 


* 


| ( 307 ) 
Vengeance his attribute, (and, as he trod, 


The conscious waves roll'd back !) the passing Gop, 
U 2 That, 


or in the senate. Epilogos 1LLt mos civitatis abstulerat,” 
says Quintilian; (L. 10. c. 1.) and from wrom? From Da- 
MOSTHENES, On which passage the learned Turnebus ob- 
serves, Non Licebat Arn ANIS affectum movere, ac ne Efilogo 
quidem uti ;” and yet DemosSTHENES appeared ander this 
rextriction. What does Mr. Erskine think? Has he ever 
read the jleadings for the Crown, or against Midias, or Ilepe 
[TapanpeoCun; —Ma. ExskixE always appears to me be- 
low his natural size, when he speaks in the House of Com- 
mons. I have too often disliked the manner and the matter. 
In Westminster Hall he is without an equal. He has scarce a 
rival in the eloquence adapted to the Bar and a Jury, 
But as he confesses himself no Statesman, he should have 
spoken with more modesty and deference on political subjects 
to those, who are confessedly great statesmen, in the esteem 
of the country. Iwill leave in Mr. Erskine's ear the words 
which Demosthenes thundered against Androtion. It oannot 
however be supposed for a moment, that I can mean to com- 
pare a Gentleman of distinction like Mr. Erskine, with such 
a being as Androtion. I only give the words, and Dr. Parr 
may translate them if he pleases. Et avdpanodov 4 Tos, 
a . e apYyfiv ETepwy atnvrwWv, WAINYYUT? VOL, 5% CV y @ 
Apes Abnvaor, ras Sper; mexeode r Tere, dg xata 1 
op U Spier, Cay ty Tig UNO, eri T6 CH ros, dub 
X21 EA D&kouy xarav faurs Ceν,ẽjEw-. ax CST H.“ 
In conclusion, I recommend to all persons who have an itch 
for writing or speaking, in publick or private, from Mr. Bar- 
Tister. 


— — —— 


7 Demosth. Orat. Ka ra Abena. Gr. Ed. "Benenan. 
1570. Page 398. 


6308) 


That shock old Ocean's empire? from beneath 


Strange threat' ning notes in hollow murmurs breathe N 
Hoarse through the deafen'd Shrouds ! But hush'd F 
the blast, g | F 


THE TRIDENT IS CONFIRM'D : the dream is past. () 


Oh, 
| 7 

rister Erskine down t Mr. Dent and his dogs, to study with 
care the following passage from Lord Shaftesbury, in his A 
„Advice to an Author.“ The words are these: Where 8 
% the harm would be of spending some discourse, and bestow- V 
< ing alittle breath and clear voice purely upon ourselves, I can- N 
not see. We might peradventure be less noisy and more profi- * 

« table in company, if at convenient times we discharged some 
«© of our articulate sound, and Sate to ourselves viva voce, when f 
6 alone.” Advice to an Author, Sect. 1. This anticipating di 
remedy af Soliloquy the noble adviser preseribes against the ed 
disease called © Tus Lrerxosy or ELoquence,” which is th 


now a British Epidemick. Mr. Erskine, as I have been inform- 
ed, has been under a regimen for a long time to no effect, 
and a Committee of Physicians and Surgeons (appointed by 
the House) who have examined Mr. Erskine's case, and the 
state of his blood, have Teported it as their opinion, that this 
Leprosy of Eloquence, with which he is infected, is like 
the Leprosy*of Naamgn, the Syrian, that it will cleave to him 
For ever, except he rigidly adheres to Lord Shaftesbury” s anti- 
c pating remedy of Soliloquv, and abstains from speaking in 
al places but in the Court of King's Bench. Ila de jactet is 
aua Xorus! (July 1797) 


( 309 ) 
Oh, strong against ourselves, and rashly bold! 
No voice, as in the Hebrew fane of old, 
From Britain's center to her utmost bounds, 
From parting {o) angels in sad accent sounds: 


U 3 Paine 


(n) These lines were written and inserted here at the latter 

end of the month of May, 1797. 

Proh dolor! Imperium Pelagi s&viqQue Tridentis 

Cui nunc sorte datum! 
A patriotick poet may be, I hope, in this instance prophetical : 
« The Dream is past. Behold the confirmation: Admiral 
Viscount Duncan, Earl St. Vincent, and Earl Howe, the great 
Naval Triumvirs. ** Queis belli insigne superbum, Temfora navali 
* fulgent rostrata corona“ (Nov. 1797.) .» 


(e) I trust that Great Britain is yer firm, and that the guar- 
dians of her Jaws and constitution will stand bold, undaunt- 
ed, and with deliberate valour. My allusion in the verse is 
this. After the profanation of THe TemyLs at Jerusalem, 
under the Roman Emperor Titus, we read (it is recorded by 
their own Historian) that the voices of guardian angels were 
heard at the dead of night, crying out through it's inmost re- 
cesses, MerzCauuuey Evreviev, Let us depart hence!“ See 
the seventh Book of the Jewish War, by Josephus, pag. 1282, 
Edit. Hudsoni Oxon., I recommend the perusal of the whole 
of that wonderful section (Cap. 5. L. 7). The Historian, in 
ꝛome parts of it, is scarcely inferior in spirit, language, and sub- 
limity, to A5chylus. himself. Surely at this most awful hour 
when, I am almost tempted. to say, the moral and the natural 

| world 


Ca 


3109) 
Paine may blaspheme, and Tooke and Thelwall 


mourn, 
Our Ark (/) is yet by ballow'd hands FILE ! 
J too 


world seem to be breaking up together, when the most power. 
ful European states and populous cities have been convulsed 
or overthrown, can we hear, without secret emotion and with- 
out a kindred horror, what the Historian calls the“ P 
ra Er aNzAgy 0; 0 vu PRepoprevay, the r Cra] οαοοντ up eu 
EiINpw XEXUXAGWHkEvay xpauyn Can we read unmoved, Our: 
FRA; Iv ¾‚ S NE, ut" ErTpITN CelyornTo; | Au Hu Dανν⁰νEm—l 
N EIRUNOTES £15 OTUpphSS XL HARDY EVTOMNCGYy, Lurie re 
Tleipariz nou To rep opn, Capurepav mowvra a pwn. To 
GopuCe Ta IIahn poche ! x7), I will make me apology 
for presenting the learned reader with this passage, as Longi- 
nus would say, Ourw weyao D ND, xa Hb piheig di e. 
dN GWETIOV TPxpaTY x, Evaywwoy,” (Sect. 9. de Sublim.) 


I expect his thanks and not his densure, if he is worthy to 
read it, 


_ (4) The A3b*Bannver has done a publick service to Europe, 
by his eloquent and perspicuous delineation of the B of 
Facebiniem in his work intitled * Memoires four servir à Þ hiitoire 
4 Ju Facobinirme:” I by no means subscribe to all the Abbe's opi- 
nions and particular doctrines, or to his whims and fancies. 
But in the disposition of the whole work, I perceive the hand 
of a master. He has discovered and traced from the very 
source the original Cabal, and it's impious infamous leaders; 
and he has laid down their scheme, and dispo: ed the proofs 
from their own authentick writings and works, in a convincing, 


orderly, 
hy FEY 
\ 


1 
h 
0 
d 
B 
P 
0 
b 


(ME) 


I too will call, loud through the gathering storm, 
Godwin () and Volney, {r) ruin and reform; 
U4 The 


orderly, and logical arrangement, It is worthy to be read 
by all who ate interested in the great cause of Gos 
and man, and I hope it will be read and studied. It is 
the best historical and critical commentary extant (except 
the events themselves) on Mr. Burke's first work, called 
Reflections on the Revolution in France.” 1790.— 
It is for such paramount reasons, that the Legislature and 
all the Magistrates of Great Britain are loudly called upon 
to controll (while they yet can gontroll with effect) &y the lac 
and by the law alone, such works as those by Thomas Paine, and 
all the Spawn of lewdness, infidelity, and democracy, in their 
vigour or in their dotage; to repress by lau such popular 
works or novels as TAE Monx, by M. Lewis, Esq. M. P. 
which I have stated + amply, as indecent and blasphemous; 


and to watch over the proceedings of Dr. Geddes 5, the new 


Translator of the Bible. The plain questions are these: Arg 
«© we TO BE PRESERVED ? and, Can WE BE PRESERVED??? 
The French Revolution is now matter of history. I mean of 
history speaking in every language of every nation of Europe. 
One establishment upholds another; and the fall of any one 
draws after it @ long Ruin. Read the Memoires of the Abbe 


BaxvEL, and doubt, if you can, whether LtTzRATURE has 


power to kill and to make alive. Atheist Statesmen always 
co-operate with Atheist Philosophers, but are generally duped 
by them, J frennent leurs ordres sant le avoir, said D'A. 

lembert 


—— _ 


+ Preface to Dial. IV. of the P. of L, 
| $ Ib, Pref, to Dial. IV. 


” 


* 


| ( 312 ) 


The Sophists unabash'd yet rear their head, 
| Their 


Alembert, in the plenitude of his impudence. The grand 
triple Conspiracy and crzshing Cabal, under all it's horrid for- 
melaries, against religion, regal power, and social order under 
moral restraint, has shewn what is the force and potency of 
LiTtzxATvURE, Stimulated and conducted by an exterminating 
Philosophy. LET ENGLAND BEWARE AND LOOK TO HERSELF !+ 

(5) Gopwin.—* Ecce iterum Crispinus!” and I wish I 
need not proceed with the line, Et est mihi sæpe vocandus 
in partes, Monstrum nulla virtute redemptum.” —In my 
note in Dialogue III. of the P. of L. v. 177, 1 thought I had 
taken leave of WiLLtam Gobwix; but he has again obtruded 
himseif upon the publick, and I, as one of the publick, shall give 
a few remarks on his late book, called © The Enquirer; or Re- 
flections on Education, Manners, and Literature, in a series of 
Of his Enquiry concerning Political Justice, the au- 
thor differs in opinion from me. He declares, in his Preface 
to his Enguirer, that © An Enquiry us pursued on Political Jus- 


Ectays.” 


tice, (i. e. as he, William Godwin, has pursued it) is undoubtedly 


* IN THE HIGHEST STYLE OF MAN!!!” But as I have given 
my opinion, I shall say nothing here.—I sball take 327 a few 
chafiters of his new book, for really I should fatigue myself and 
my reader past all sufferance, if I were to go through with it. 
The spirit and the manner is the same in all these Essays. 
*« The present volume,” (i. e. the Enquirer) he informs us, (Pre- 
face, p. 8) is presented to the contemplative reader, not as dicta, 
„ but As THE MATERIALS OF THINKING, and that they are com- 
6 mitted to his mercy.“ He adds, “that with as ardent a pas- 

> sion 


— —— — 


I Ser also © the Proofs of a Conspiracy against all the Religions 
and Governments of Europe, carried on in the Secret Meetings 
of Free Ma ons, Illuminati, &c. &c. by J. Robison, A. M.“ A 
book of great importance and solemm warning to this Country, 


which should be perused with Abbe Baruel's work, They 


reflect a powerful light on each other, 


8 * hdd 


' (LJ « 


Their colours gaudy, though but idly (s) spread. 
: Better 
« gion for innwation as ever, he, (i. e. William Godwin) feels 
himself more fratient and tranquil,” This is pleasant to him- 
self certainly, but whether his opinions and their consequences 
will promote patience and tranquillity in other men, is all that 
we ate concerned to know and to expose. He professes to write 
a moral work, Tt is miscellaneons and unconnected, whatever 
he may think. I would premise there is a difference in con- 
sidering a moral and a mere metaphysical Enquiry, In the 
latter it is just and necessary to take in all the parts of a system 
to know it's efficacy and apparent truth; but in a o work there 
is not the same necessitv, and for this plain reason. Mankind 
are guided in their actions, not by system, but by single impulres ; 
by detached maxims, by aphorigms, by sentences, which have 
frequently the force of whole volumes. Whatever impels to 
action ingly and by itzelf, may be considered also apart, and 
held forth either to approbation or to censore. For this im- 
portant reason I shall offer some passages from“ The Enquirer, 
by William Godwin,” The book perhaps has been read very 
little; but it is published and it may be read, and Tam sure it 
ought to be criticized, not from it's excellence or the ability of 
the writer, but from the subject matter. His first Chapter or 
Essay is, Ofawaleninę the Mind.” He begins with 5 very vit 
a sentence, that we are naturally prepared for much instruction. 
I have indeed been told; that Mr. Godwin's mother, like little 
Isaac's in Sheridan's Duenna, used to call him“ Liree $ 8 
What is this sentence? verbatim as follows: / individuals 
© were universaliy happy, the species would be happy!“ Again: 
« When a child is born, one of the earliest purposes of his in- 
t $titutor ought to be, to awaſen his mind, to breathe a coul into ile, 
as yet unformed, an. Whether the mars is the mind, or 
the mind the man, and at what time the ul is to be breathed 
inte the mind, is not quite clear; but it is very instructive. 
Mr. Godwin 


. 


Better be dull than wicked; from the heart 


The 


Mr. Godwin also thinks, that ** it is not the absurdest of para- 
* doxes to affirm, that the true object of juvenile education is 
* to teach no one thing in faarticular, but (the reader will be rather 
surprised] to provide, against the age of five-and-twenty, a mind 
« well regulated, active, and prepared to learn.“ It is to be re- 


membered, that the general education of mankind is consi, - 


dered. If the reader's mind is not awakened by such an ala- 
rum of nonsense, I think he must be deeply intranced, as fast 
as a modern watchman, or Mr. Godwin himself, when he wrote 
the chapter. Next comes Essay 2. On the utility of talents” 
From this we learn, in Mr. Godwin's own words, that © The 
only complete protection against the appellation of Vol, is to 
* be the possessor of uncommen capacity; and that © a -n · 
tisfied, half-witted fellow is the most ridiculows of all things.” 
This is also very matructive, and lets us into the secret of Mr. 
Godwin's wits and his self- satisfaction. But I cannot think Mr, 
G's instructions will © produce in his pupil or child (if he has 
either) „ one of the long-looked-for caviours of the human race,” It 
might perhaps produce another Anachatsis Cloots, the Orator 
of the human race. Then come The Sources of Genius,” 
in Essay 3. The sentiments are either so trite, or so absurd, or 
$0 wicked, that it is difficult to choose. One of them I must 
select. Of the children of feasants, Mr. G. observes, © That 
at the age of fourteen the very traces of understanding are 
« obliterated. They are enlisted at the crin hing house of of rres- 
„din. They are brutified by immoderate and upremitting la- 
„ bour. Their hearts are hardened, and their spirits broken by 
'All that they 5ee, all that they Feel, and all that they ook forward 
« 79, TRIS is ONE OF THE MOST INTERESTING POINTS O? 
'* yiew in which we consider ie fprecent order of Society!!! It 
16 75 


* 


4 


The life-springs issue, and their force impart ; 
Better 
« is the great s/aughter house of genius, and of mind, It is the 


e unrelenting murderer of hope and gaiety, of the love of reflec« 


tion, and of the love of life.” (p. 16.) This it is, I suppose, 
as this atrocious but foolish writer would call it, 70 promote ha- 
tience and tranquillity among mankind ! Mr. G. has not yet done. 
Essay the 4th is on the same Sources. Here he proves too 
much for himself. He says, There is an insanity among 
Philosophers, that has brought Philosophy itself into disere- 
« dit.” (p. 19.) At the close of the eighteenth century, Mr. G. 
speaking of the succession of events, and the manner in which 
we acquire ideas, delivers this sentence seriously and philosophi. 
cally, with a view to be instructive, as I suppose. Vany man 
« was to tell me that if 7 full the trigger of my gun; a (wift and 
« beautiful horse will immediately appear ctarting from the mouth 
« of the tube; I can o answer, that 1 do not exfiect it, and 
that it is contrary to the tenor of my former experience. 
« But I can auig No reason C why this is an event intrins- 
4 cally more absurd, or less likely to hafiren than the event I have 
deen accustomed to witness. It may be familiarly illuctrated 
" to the unlearned reader, by remarking, that the frocess of gene- 
ration, in consequence of which men and horses are born, 
has obviously no more perceivable corresfrondence with that event, 
% than it would have for me to full the trigger of a gun!!!” I pass 
by the gross indecency of the ilſustration, that I may just hint, 
what it is to be a philosopher, and inruct the unlearned in the 
new way, I am ashamed to analyse any other opinions in this 
Essay; but as Mr. G. is supposed by some to be © A man of 
talents,” I suppose also that Mr. G. has the properties of « A 
man of talents," as he Aimzelf has declared them to be; and 
that He (himself) can rerellect n to what peried he was jejune, 

aud 


— 
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Better to write plain nonsense; better preach 
With 


1% and 2% to what period he was dull. He can call to mind the 


s 7znumerable errors of speculation he has committed, tha? 


mould almost disgrace an ideat. (p. 28.) For my own part, in the 
present instance, I have nothing to do with recollection. Mr. God- 
win and his book are before me. So much for H man of talents.” 
I cannot oppress the reader with all his desolating, unfounded, 
and silly opinions on all trades, professions, and occupations, 
wholly subversive of the order of society, and, as I believe, of 
any supposeable order whatsoever of any regulated human 


society. But if the reader wishes to be amused with the acme or 


beight of absurdity and wildness, I earnestly recommend to him 
to read Mr. G.'s account of © The Walk of a man of talents, 
« (Mr. Godwin himself, for instance,) and of a man without 
« talents, (such as myself) from Temple Bar to Hyde. Park 
Corner.“ (p. 31 and 32.) It is really refreching in the extreme. 
Nothing can be superior to it, but his Gun of generation,“ 
just described, and his “ self-tilling plough, without the in- 
tervention of man,“ in his ather book on Political Justice, 
Vol. 2. p. 494. Ed. 8vOo.—I will give Mr. Godwin's own ac- 
count of this amn Walk, especially as the publick are accus- 
tomed to observe all kinds of men and women too between 
Tempile Bar and Hyde Park Corner. ** The chief point of difference 
„says Mr. G.) between be man of talents and the man without,coN+ 
4431878 in the different ways in which their minds are employed 


. * during tie ame interval!!!“ (This is the proposition, ludicrous 


and absurd enough of itself, but now let us hear te proof or illus- 
tration.) * They, (i. e. the man of talents and the man without) are 


| 4 obliged, let us suppose, to walk from Temple Bar to Hyde 


« Park Corner. IRE DULL MAN goes trait forward: he has 
„zo many furlongs to treverze, He obzerves if he meets any of 
« bt; 


Wi 


. | 
With silky (2) voice, and sacred flow'rs of speech, 
In 


« lis acquaintance; he enquires respecting their health and 
« their family. He glances perhaps at the shops as he passes; 
« he admires the fashion of a buckle, and the metal of a tea 
„urn. I he exferience any flights of fancy (i. e. between Tem- 
« ple Bar and Hyde Park Corner) they are of a chart extent; of 
the same nature as the B gt of a forest bird clipped of his 
« wings, and cond. mned to pass the rest of his life in a farm-yard. 
On the other hand, THE MAN OF TALENTS gives full scopie to 
« his imagination. He laughs and crier. Unindebted to le 
* xggertions of the surrounding objects 4is whole sou is em- 
« ployed! (We are now to prepare for the employment of 
the zuhole zou of a man of talents from Temple Bar to Hyde Park 
Corner, and the reader will obterve that he has enough to do. 
La voici.) „HE, (the man of talents) enters into nice calcula- 
tions; he digets gagacious reatonings.“ (All this is done between 
Temple Bar and Hyde Park Corner.) ** In imagination he 
* declaims or deseribes, impressed with the decent sympathy, or 
« elevated to the loftiest rapture. He passes through @ thou- 
« ;and imaginary, scenes, tries hi; courage, tasks his ingenuity, and 
« thus. becomes gradually. frefared to meet almost any of the 
% many:coloured events of human life. He consults by the aid 
* of memory the books he has read, (N. B. a man of talents ne- 
« yer reads in the streets), and he hrojects others for the future 
instruction and delight of mankind.” (I always said Mr. G. 
him: elf projected his book on Justice and this on Education in 
the streets ; ** Sic tu triviis, indocte solebas.“) I he ob ſerves the 
% passengers, (the dull man only observes his acquaintance) be 
reads their countenances, conjectures heir fas! history, and 


* forms a axferficial notion ag their wizdom and folly, , their Vir» 
d tue 
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In soft frobetion (u) for a Foundling's gown, 


To 


* tue or vice, satisfaction or misery. V he observes the 
*© scenes that occur, it is with the eye of a connoisseur or an 
artist.“ (The dal man above minds only buckles and te 
urn.) © Every object is catable of zuggesting to him à Ye. 
% lume of Reflections.” (Mr. G. must mean I own volume now 
before me, called Reflection, on manners, education, and li. 
terature.) The time of ese two ferm in one respect re- 
 « $Sembles ; it has brought them both to Hyde Park Corner. In 
almost every other respect it is dissimilar,” Here is the de- 
nouement or the Enn of Phileropher Gopw tr, and I have no 
doubt he thinks it a discovery in Terra jam cognita, as he will 
allow the ground to be between Temple Bar and Hyde Park 
Corner. I cannot say the Parallel is quite in the manner of 
Plutarch, but it is very instructive, No man can ever be again 
at a loss to know a man of talents from a man without, 7 th- 
streets. I had often been puzzled, till I met with this instructive 
volume of Reflections, —When the Reader has considered this, 
and all the other parts I have produced, and thousands I have 
omitted, he will remember that Mz. Gopwix has vet imc, 
nj: for a Legislator, a Reformer, a Philosopher, a destroyer of 
ancient prejudices, and a builder of new systems, a guide 
through the darkness of the world by this new light, and he 
expects the obeisance of mankind, I am sure, I cannot even 
conceive that any man or woman will worship BEFORE SUCH 
AN IMAGE of Democracy and Tyranny, whoever may sound 
the cornet, sackbut, or dulcimer at the dedication. It is not an 
image of gold: it is an image of iron mixed with miry clay, For 
my own part, I will not move from my place, 

This 


000 


r 


1130000 
To please some guardian Midas of the town, 
Who 


This it is to instruct the world, to reform it, to make it hap- 
by. Mr. G. comes in such a questionable shape, that I know 
not when to finish my questions. I might go on chapter by 
chapter in this manner. Let any man look at his opinions, 
ind the nature of his knowledge and his pretensions. I 
must copy two thirds (at the least) if I wished to express, and 
to expose, all that is reprehensible in this volume, or wicked, 
or ridiculous, or. trite beyond belief. I would hold up Mr. 
G's. own propositions, in his own words, to all per- 
ons who have understanding, and let them judge. Let them 
fairly decide whether his impiety be not even lers than his folly, 
and the weakness of his understanding more visible than 
the plunging violence of his exertions. Dat operam ut cum 
* ratione insaniat,” Mr. Godwin is at best but a mongrel and 
an exotick. He is grafted upon the stock of Condorcet and 
the French rabble ; but he has not even the raciness of that 
teeming soil. English minds will not long bear the grossness 
of zuch an imposition. We are better and earlier taught than 
he wishes we should be. Reason indeed disclaims Mr. God- 
win; in eloquence, and good writing, (in spite of all his 
dogmatism) he knows nothing ; and ot the Belles Lettres near- 
ly as much as can be attained, or rather picked up, in a modern 
academy in some London Square, or at Islington. But tor 
Mr, Godwin we are to lay down Plato and Xenophon ; for 
kim we are to relinquish Aristotle and Tully ; to him Locke 
is to give way, and the simplicity and tempered humour of 
Mr. Addison is to be lost in Mr. Godwin's effusions.—I really 
am fatigued with this man. Nothing but the importance of 
the consequences and effects of his wild, weak, wicked, and 
absurd notions, (I cannot dignify them with the name of prin- 


ciples 


( 320 ) 


Who gives his vote from * and from taste; 
Better 


ciples or aZw@uarz) could have prevailed upon me to have wast- 
ed irretrievably so much of my time upon them. From the 
period when Phil::opher Hume first garbled his neglected *Trea. 
* tize on Human Nature,” and published it in the form of 
Essays, and set up, as it were, a kind of H-, of morality 
in the suburbs of Atheism, we have had nothing but Essays up. 
on Essays, till-we all kndw the consequence. And last of all 
comes Philozojpher GoDwin, and sets np his trumpery shop too 
in the same quarter; though he is willing to wa't upon ladies 
and gentlemen at their own houses, with his © Gros paquet 
« de toile varte + & rouge,” upon the principles and practice 
of the celebrated Frifier in Gil Blas, and pretty much with the 
same kind of justice. He presents you with his second-hand 
Suits, with his © habits de drafe tout uni,” and his “ habits de 
& welours un f. frazits,” demands his soixante ducats, and then 
addresses you with the same cool effrontery ; “ Yous tes bien 
* heureux qa'on e sait address* a Mol plutot qu d un autre, Graces 
% au ciel, jexirce rondement ma firofescion: IE SUIS LE SEUL 
„% FRI?PIER qui ait DE LA MORALE." | So much for Philow- 
fher Gobwix, or LE PyiLosorHE FRaPIER, malgre za morale“ 
To the learned world in particular (if they have ever drudg- 
ed threugh the works of Mr, Godwin, as I have done) I will 
address a few words from the second book of the Pyrrhonick 
Institutions of Sextus Empiricus, as applicable to WILLIAM 
Gopw1n, after all the observations I have made on his writings. 


Er 
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+ Green is the symbol of the /rish, and Red of 1 demo- 
cratick factions. 


t Gil Blas, Liv. 1. ch. 15. 
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Better with Warner move with meagur'd haste 
X To 


« Efoey de 5 TON ANOPAITON TOYTON Nash 


ts Ar Tꝗ aka Law, X EIATIKEPINQE NOHEAL 
dance. Sext, Empyric, Instit. Pyrrhon. L. a. C. 5; 


(r) Volney.—See Dial. 1. (note e) of the P. of L. for 
an account of Mr. Volney's book, entitled, NY or a Me- 
ditation of the Revolution of Empires.“ 


(-) ** Mocking the air with colours idly spread.“ 
Shakspeare's King John, 


( ) All Doctors (and Bishops too) should remember it is 
one thing to preach, and another to print and publish their 
germons, It is also high time for Biswoe HozsLey (qui au 
travers de toute sa piete a pds Auteur impruxement, et quia la 
satisfaction d'arracher les Yolufetuenzes aux filaitirs}, et d affer- 
mir dans leur devoir des Efiouses ebranltes par des amans seduc- 
teurs ; though I cannot say, © qu'on trouve zes hom#lics et ses 
duvrages egal-ment forts et delicats) it is high time I say, for my 
Lord Bishop Horsley to remember that it was said of the Arch 
bichop of Grenada, * Voila un Sermon qui sent furieusement 
* PApoplexie.” (Gil Blas. Liv. 7. C. 4.) I do not think 
that the Arclevigue de Grenade (I beg pardon) plain Bishope 
Horsley (for I think, he never will be an Archbichop) will appoint me 
to be his Secretary, of in the inimitable words of Le Sage, 
G. B. I. 7. c. 2. be desirous © avoir pres de lui un homme 
* 9 _y qui ait de la literature, et une bonne main pour 

«© meitre 


* tt. a þ _ 


* 


t See his Magdalen Homily, and his speeches i in the H. of L. 
in cases of * 
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To lend new pileasure (x) to a pedant's ear, 


Appeal 


« metire au net ges homelies.” -I may add, that / I should take a 
walk through his /iterary grounds, I fear I should de found 
damage-feasant; and if I were to enter the fpremizes at Rochester 
or Westminster, and be prosecuted for it, I should certainly 
direct my counsel to plead a special“ Ni habuit in tenementis.” 
(See Lord Raymond's Rep. 1550.) For though his Lordship, 
as Plaintiff, is but an Asignee, he may take advantage of the 
ertofefrel, for it runs with the land. See Co, Lytt. 152, and Salk, 
276. 


Truth, erudition, and ability, always fail in their effect if 
their professors enforce them with violence or asperity in the 
manner, or imprudence in the choice of subjects and in the 
place of delivering them. 


J allude to any fopriar preacher. It is really humiliating 
and degrading to the Clergy to preach probationarysermons, on any 
vacancy of a chaplainship at any of the charitable foundations, 
before such a get of judges. One is for voiceandaction, another fot 
what he calls learning, others for the tender passions, some for ap- 
peals to reason, and others again love ſegict and close argument. 
No Divine can satisfy such judges, but such a Doctor as is de 
scribed by John of Salisbury, Doctor sanctissimus ille Gre- 
, gorius, qui elles predicationts imbre totam rigavit et inebriavit 
« Ecclesiam ! At is high time to put these affairs on a more 
respectable footing for the Clergy. I think indeed, that the 
business, elections, &c. belonging to all hospitals, and all chari- 
ties, Should be transacted by a Committee of the Subscribers, 
elected annzally, The propriety of such a measure being ge- 
nerally adopted in London, and near the metropolis, is evident; 
and I wish this hint may be attended to by men of sense and 
Judgment. 
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Appeal to Bryant, nor his judgment fear; 
Better to state - arithmetick be bred, 


Tell Jacobins and Tories by the (y) head; 
X 2 Prove 


(x) See a Treatise lately published, entitled METPON 
APIETON, or a New Pleamure, recommended in a Diserta- 
tion on Greek and Latin Prosody, (1797-)” It is without any 
permission, and I think with considerable effrontery, dedicated 


to Mr. Bryant in a style perfectly new. If almost every page 


of this treatise were not sillier, wilder, and more extravagant 
than the preceding, I might be tempted to take some notice of 
it's multifarious contents. For they are very numerous indeed ; 
from the laws passed in King Priam's reign (1 beg Mr. Bryant's 
farden) under his marine Minister when Troy was attacked 
and invaded by the Grecians, down to the present French war 
and the incomprebensible Cavalry Act, under George the Third 
of Great Britain. As it does not appear to me possible for this 
Author (I use lis own words in his own treatise) to“ fut off the 
e monkey and bring out the man,” I shall say nothing further of 
this farrago of learned nonsense. 


(y) Mr. Burke gave it as his opinion in his “ Two Letters 
on the Proposals for Peace, (1796) that there are“ 400,000 po- 
« lirical citizens in Great Britain, of whom $5,000 are pure Ja- 
* cobins, the other four-fifths perfectly sound,“ &c. In this par- 
ticular instance I shall only say of this great and venerable man, 
what one of Dante's Commentators says on a passage in the 
Purgatorio: Per verita, 2 un gran cafriccio ; ma in Cid segue il 
* ;no 7tile.” Dante, Shakspeare, Milton, and Burke, all abound 
in similar capriccios; but I will add Dr. Johnson's admirable 
words; „He that can put them in balance with their beauties 

a „ must 
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Prove that no dogs, as through the streets they range, 
Give bone for bone in regular (z)exchange ; 
'Or frame, with Marsh, strange theorems to try 
Some 


t must be considered not as nice but dull, as less to be censured 
4% for want of candour, than pitied for want of sensibility.“ 
Life of Milton. 


(z) Here is another little capriccio of a man of no com- 
mon sagacity, the late Adam Smith. He says seriously, by 
way of illustration; «© No body ever raw 4 dog make & fair 
« and deliberate exchange of one bone for another with another 
« dog.” Smith's Wealth of Nations, Vol. 1. p. 20. Ed, 8vo, 
My dear Adam, this philosophy of yours is nearly of the same 
date as your ancestor's + in Eden, and I can only say in reply, 
Who ever exfected to see a dog do so? —-We have all heard 
and read of that snarling sect, the Cynicks, and if we could 
convert dogs into philosophers, or what is harder still, phi- 
losophical propositions into meat and bones, (which I fear is 
more than most Scotch Professors can do) I ghould apply meta- 
phorically the following lines from a celebrated Poet, a great 
observer of human nature: 


«© So when % dogs are fighting | in the streets, 
With a third dog one of the two dogs meets; 
With angry tooth he bites him to the bone, 
And this dog smarts for what that dog has done.“ 
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+ In the most extensively learned book I ever saw, (for the size 
of it) and the best arranged, I mean the *Philozophia Generalis, 
&c, per Theophilum Gale,” there is actually a Chapter De 
Philorothia Adami.” L. 1. C. 1. s. 5,—* A Capriccio !” 


i. e. For a bene, or for any thing which is an object of fair 
and deliberate exchange, 
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Some manuscript's divine identity; (a) 
X 3 To 


(a) A learned and ingenious Critick, the Rev. WM. Maxsn, 
(Translator of Michaelis's Introduction to the New Testament, 
to which he has added many valuable notes and illustrations! 
published in the year 1795, Letters to Archdeacon Travis, 
on the subject of a Greek Manuscript in the Publick Library 
at Cambridge, printed at Leipzig, but sold in London by R. 

Marsh, Fleet-street.“ The following theorem is so new, and $0 
unparalleled, that I cannot help preserving it in this poem as a 
literary curiosity, and as most of my readers, I dare say never 
8aw or even thought such a theorem possible. I shall laugh * 
hereafter at any man who tells me, that the chances far or 
against any thing are 100,000 to 1. 


„ General Theorem, by which zhe identity of Manuscripts i 
determined, from a coincidence in their Readings.” (Letters, 


p- 70.) 


&« Tf after a collation of Greek MSS. to the amount of any 
number which I will call þ, the reading, A, B, C, D, &c. to 
the amount of »: have all been found in any of these MSS. 
which I will call XI but not one of them in any other Manu- 
script: moreover if other readings A, B, T, A, &c. to the 
amount of » bave likewise been all found in the MS. Xx, but 
each of them in only one other Manuscript; further if'a third 
set of readings to the amount of r is contained in the MS. X, 

but 


ct, 


* 
— * —- 


+ In Mr. Marsh's problem, a Hebrew character (Aleph) is 
used, instead of the Greek X which I have used, as the printer 
had not the Hebrew characters at hand. | 
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To the Peers“ House approach with temper'd awe, 


Lose sense and grammar in Charles Yorkeand law, (3) 

i Turn 
but each of them in only two other MSS.; a fourth set to the 
amount of 5, each of which has been discovered in only three 
other Manuscripts, and e en: in that case, if all these readings 
Should afterwards be found in any one Manuscript, the froba- 
bility that the Manuscript, in which they are thus found, is the 
very identical Manuscritt from which they had been taken, id 10 
the chance of its being @ different MS. as, 


r &c. 


— eto r 
Im. an. zr. 45. &c. & c. &c. &c. 
Jsball say nothing, but leave the mathematical and divine cal, 
culating reader con la bocca dulce. 


() See lately published, 4 The Jurisdiction of the Lords! 
Howe, or Parliament, by Sir Matthew Hale,” and an intro» 
ductory preface by F. Hargrave, Esq. the Editor. 1796. 
Mr. Hargrave is universally acknowledged as one of the 
soundest, and most learned lawyers in the kingdom. But when 
he will % out of fits way, and turn rhetorician, and fancy 
that he is writing like Cicero de Oratore, there is some differ- 
ence between the Roman and the English advocate, Mr. H. 
in his preface, thus writes concerning the Rt. Hon. Charles 
Yorke, the short. lived and lamented Chancellor. He Was 4 
modern conctellation of English juriſtrudence, aulote digressions from 
the exuberance of the beit juridical know/edge, were illuminations ; 

whozse energies were oracles ; whose constancy of mind was won inte 
the Pinnacle of our Englich forum at an inauspicious moment; whose 
fn. f renvibilit ity, 4 almoit the next moment from the impresy 


bl lien 
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Turn energies to oracles of state, 
And by digressing, best illuminate; 
Better b White, though dubious (c) of my fame, 
Or wisely sink my own in ( 4) Homer's name; 
X 4 | Better 


tion of imputed error, stormed the fort of even his highly-cultivated rea- 
con, and 10 made elevation and extinction contemporaneous; and whose 
fgrematureness of fate la caused an almost insupfliable interstice in the 

Science of English equity.” Pref, p.181. I really think Mr. Hargrave 
| has dived through all the celebrated ten fountains of invention, 
from which“ he has taken in water for an hafipy voyage over tle 
frrocellose ocean of his funeral parentation” of CHARLES YORKE. 
I pretend not to comprehend this passage in all its sublimity, 
but upon one principle, which, as it appears to me, is the grand, 
though secret design of Mr. Hargrave, to leave upon record to his 
brethren ; It is this: “ THAT 4 LAWYER, WHO WRITES $0 
CLEARLY AS TO BE UNDERSTOOD, IS AN AFOWED ENEs 
AY. TO HIS PROFESSION,” 


e See the learned and very ingenious (but rather declama- 
tory) Sermons by Professor White of Oxford at the Bampton 
Lecture. But in this, as in many other cases, it seems, Garth 
did not write /is own Dispensary.”—I always thought the 
charge ridiculous; yet learned men would ** write about it and 
about it,” Any thing will serve for a controversy. Enquire of 
Messrs. Ireland, Malone, and Chalmers, at the Shategteare Ma- 
nufactory in Norfolk- street, in the Strand. 


64) The Rev. Dr, Parr will best explain this verse. See 
his :u41ime Apostrophe, Sharit of Henry Homer! &c, &c. &c.” 
Letter 


1 — — 


+ Hist. of Friar Gerund. Vol, à. p. 265, 
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Better to disappoint the publick hope, 


Like Warton driveling (e) on the page of Port; ( 


While 


Letter to Dr, Coombe, by an occasional Writer in the British 
Critick, 


(e The Booksellers may say in Sir Philip Sidney's words: 
© What fools were we, to mingle such drive/ing speeches among 
„ (WarxsvuRrTON's) noble thoughts! (Sir P. S's Arcadia,”) 

Paz etiam Arcadid dicat se judice victum. 


(F See the new edition of Pope's Works by the Rev. Dr. 
Joskru WarrTox, late Head-master of Winche ter School, 
The mildest words I can use are, Tantamne rem tam negligen- 
© ter I praised (and liberally enough as some people 
thought) Dr. Joseph Warton's Common Place Book on Pope, 
in the First Dial. of the P. of L. and I «till think it very enter- 
taining, But when a learned man appears as the professed 
Editor of the most distinguished and the most interesting 
Poet of the nation, and when the publick have been taught 
to expect the work as of great promise, we require some- 
thing more than mere cofeying lit own old common filace re- 
marks from one book, to put them in the form of notes at the 
bottom of the pages of another. It is mere book-making, be- 
neath the character of such a gentleman · as Doctor Warton, 
It is to steal from one's oxvn Self. vet the town is patient; Mar- 
cus dixit, ita est.“ But I will not say so. When the 1LLUs- 
TRIOVUs friend of Pope, WII TIA WaRBUATOx, (sublime even 
in his exorbitances, and dignified in sagacity and erudition,) 
condescended to become an Editor, I should have preferred 
reprinting his edition as it stood. The ingenious Winchester 
School · master might with propriety enough have corrected 

the 
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While o'er the ground that WAR RUR TOR once trod, 
The Winton Pedant shakes his little rod, 
Content his own stale scraps to steal or glean, 
Hash'd up and season'd with an old man's spleen 
Nor e'en the Bard's deformity can 'scape, 
« His pictur'd person and his libel'd (g) shape;” 

| Ah, 


the press and added some Hittle} anecdotes and excerpta from 
his classicks. What was beneath Warburton might suit Dr, 
Joseph Warton. I am indeed ashamed of this edition upon 
the whole. If Dr. W. had neither time, nor spirits, nor in- 
dustry, nor leisure, nor inclination, he should not have under. 
taken a work so important to the world. But as there is no 
other new edition to be had of an elegant form, type and paper, 
(and this is very fretty) many persons will desire to have it, 
and I am sure I will not refuse it a place in my library. Per- 
haps, I have said more than is necessary; but there will be 
persons enough to praise the Doctor's gleanings from himself. 
But I sball say more, at the end of the next note. 


(gz) Poets are often prophets, Por little thought that, 
fifty years after his death, an ingenious Schoolmaster and for- 
merly a writer of little Odes to Fancy, evening owls upon 
a tree, apostrophes to the twilight and such nonsense, would 
actually revive some ** imputed trash,” (perhaps) not his own, 
and actually give to the malignant curiosity of some folks, 
His libelled person and his pictured shape.“ (Prol. to 
Pope's Satires, v. 35 3.) It is strange that Mr. Gibbon and Mr. 
Pope should have the same fate. The figure of Mr. G. has 


; 
| 
N 
| 
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Ah, better to unlearn'd oblivion hurl'd, 


Then 


been presented to the world and to posterity by kis friend Lord 
Sheffield (See Mr, G's Posthumous Miscellanies, 4to Vol, 1.) 


and Mr. Pope's contemptible appearance by the Kindness of his 


editor, 


I have many and great objections to this edition ; but I 
shall only state a few. An edition of Pope is a fair and 
a very proper subject of criticizm, | think the title page 
contemptuous: With notes and illustrations by J. Wars. 
rox, D. D. and others.” To include WILLIAM WAR BURTON, 
under the title of others, required an assurance equal at least to 
the trifling dilettante spirit of such a commentator as Dr. Warton, 
In this instance, as he says of the great Samuel Johnson, 
« temulentus videtur.“ I have no personal partiality for 
Warburton; he was long before my time; nor have I the 
honour (such I should indeed esteem it) of an acquaint. 
ance with Bishop Hurd, his venerable frend and com- 
peer. But I was born to admire erudition and genius, and to 
vindicate them when they are 'insu'ted. Dr. W's life of Pope 
is not well written as to the matter or zie manner. The style 
is defective and oiten vulgar, Ishall instance a passage or two. 
The perpetual vulgirism of the term“ our author,” —** Dennis 
pursued ovr author in bitter invectives, against every work he 
gradually published.“ p. 18, Aſter arriving at eminence 
by 19 many cafiital compositions, our author,” &c, &c.—p. 24. 
“% Which, as an uncommon curiosity, one would have been 
«© glad to have behild.” p. 11. © Dr. Warburton's defence of 
the Essay on Man ultimately get him @ wife and a bishoprick.“ 
P- 45. © Into what a mass has he raized and exhanded so slight 
a Hint “ p. 21, Dr. W. is fond of delicious lines, and deli- 
cioui passages, & c. I cannot specify more of them in this note. 


He 


The 


He c. 
per pe 


ingulte 


writ1: 
deror 
chani 
clega 
dulge 
The 


is Ill. 
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Then giye to Perry (J) what I owe the world; 
And 


He commends Voltaire too often and too much. He is also 
perpetually praising the German Professor Heyne, who has 
malted our English universities and publick schools in his 
writings. Yet we have republished kis Virgil and all his pon- 
derous dissertations. Professor Heyne was originatiy a me- 
chanick: he was not born with taste, and he never acquired 
elegance. His learning is without discernment. More embodied 
dulness or a heavier mass of matter than 4s Virgil 1 never saw. 
The shrine of the Poet is indeed loaded with offerings, but it 


is illuminated with rays from (ortingen,—I must observę fur- 


ther. 
It was very bold and very indecent in the Reverend Dr. War. 


ton, to publish Pope's Imitation of the Second Satire of the 


first Book of Horace. Pope never + printed it in his works him- 


self; Dr. Warburton refused to admit it: no common edis. 


tion whatgoever of Pope has admitted it. It is printed only 
in a vulgar appendix in two volumes. But if Mr. Pope had 
actually described every nymph in the seraglio of the pious Needs 
lam, must the Rev. Dr. Warton publish zuch a poem, merely 
becauze Mr. Poe had written it — This sixth volume of Dr. 
Warton's Edition should be reprinted and this scandalous 
poem, and some ather parts of it, omitted. With the Com- 
mentators 5 on Shakspeare, Pope, &c. of modern days, there is 
no such thing as an invocation to“ Ialermiua Venus ; for 

| the 


— 


4 


+ Dr. W. indeed says, vol. 1. Life p. 56. Pope «ered his 
« friend Dodsley to print it as 4is writing in one edition tamo.“ 
never saw it, but can believe the Doctor, Pope was un; 
doubtedly ashamed of it. ; 


See The P. of "4 Dial, I, 


— — 
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And idly busy, in my choice perplext, 


Throw 


the Goddess has actually deserted her beloved Cyprus, « þ 
Fes TOT a run. (See Horace for the rest.) 


Te, Venus Regina, ie vocantum 
« Thure WAR TON ET STEPHANI decoras 
Transfer in ædes.“ 


T have indeed no doubt the poem is by Pope. As to mere 
wit and point in the imitation, it is perhaps the best. But 
what then? Mr. Pope's works are distinguished for peculiar 
eorreciness in taste and morals ; and are intended for the mot 
general and the most unqualified perusal. Dr. W. might as well 
have printed Mr. E's Geranium in his comments, or any other 
light and vigorous sally of a very young man, forgiven as such 
and forgotten, as the following lines, if the reader will believe 
they are printed 1x Pope's Works ; 


« Or when a tight neat girl will serve the turn, 
« In crrant pride continue * * ? 
«© I'm a plain man, whose maxim is profest, 
« The thing at hand is of all things the best.“ 
Vol. 6. p. 51.—8ee also p. 49. worse still. 


J, though an anonymous layman, refuse to print the pas- 
sage in full, which the Reverend Doctor Warton has printed and 
zanctioned with his name as Editor of Pofie's Works. 


Nobis nor licet esse tam ditertis, 
Qui musas colimus severiores. 


If Mr. Pope had often written 7bus, his works must have been 
consigned to the library of a brothel. 7s edition of Pope's 


works will be sent into every part of thecivilized world. This 


will be so; and can it be said, that I speak without reason? 
| Surely 


\ 
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Throw years of labour on a single text, 


(Alike 


Surely I am not pleading for publick decency in vain, The 
Doctor at least should have dedicated this sixth volume to 


the Ladies—of the Commons, To what other ladies could I pre- 


sent this volume? Yet so it is. © Doctors rush in, where 
laymen fear to tread.” But because Pope called this, . Sober 
advice from Horace,” the Doctor thought there could be no 
harm in it. Dr. W. observes, © that the first 5tef in the litera- 
« iy, as well as in the jolitical world is of the utmost conze-. 
% quence, &c,” Pope's Life, p. 14. I would remind the Doctor 
of the lau tteß in both these worlds, which he seems to have 
forgotten. I was surprised to read these words in vol. 4. p- 
333, on the compliment Virgil paid to Cato. A much Jo- 
« nezter passage (says Dr. Warton) is that in which Virgil 
had the courage to represent his hero assisting the Etrus- 
« cans in puniching + their tyrannical king, in the 8th hook of 
the Eneid v. 494. 
Ergo omnis furiis surrexit ETRURIA justis, 
REGEM AD SUPPLICIUM præsenti marte REPOSCUNT.” 

Dr. W. knows that Julius Cæsar was not Mezentius. I am 
zure the Doctor cannot approve and recommend this passage, 
which has been in the mouth of every modern Regicide from 
the murderers of Charles I. to the murderers of Louis XVI. 
But why perpetually call out these passages to publick notice? 
why dwell upon the“ morgue et grandeur des Souverain;,” 
the authorised type of a Lin, &c. &c. (v. 1. p. 33-) in 
times like these? We all love liberty as well as Dr. W. but 
a wise and good man discerns the Signs of the times. These 
are the ander- mur murings of a spurious, bastard, half republica- 


nism. I like them not, I write with much - indignation 
against 


FTE 
—_—_____ 


f Puniching is the modern democratical word for murdering. 


6334) 


(Alike to me, encas'd in Grecian bronze, 


Koran 


against auch an edition of zuch a poet. Does any Hnsband, 
or Father, think of cautioning his wife, his daughter, or his 
zon, against, any part whatsoever of Pope's works? If this 
edition becomes general, it will be necessary to do $0. I 
have no personal dislike to Dr. Warton: my business 
with him is solely, as Editor of Pope. Nothing can jus- 
» tify him. Am I to spare publick criticism, because of 
Dr. Warton's age, (is it in the title page?) or the varie. 


ty and extent of his learning? Surely not. They are both | 


Strong against the deed, Pope was in his hands in double trust, 
First, as he is the most moral and correct poet of the nation, 
the consistence of his fame and character should have been 
preserved, even by the partrality of an editor. Secondly, Dr. 
W. stood bound to his country, from his sacred profession, 
not to contaminate the rising youth of either sex, by such 
filthiness and rank obscenity as would disgrace the vilest ma- 
gazine. By this he has committed a great offence against the 
publick, which he cannot repair. Iam sure I have spoken nothing 
of Dr. W's private charagter, But his edition is open to me, 
and to the whole world. It challenges my notice: and exe- 
cuted as it is, it demands the very spirit of Satire. En: 
% velut atricto Lucilins ardens infremuit.” The very indecent 
chapter of The Double Mistress,“ in this scandalous Sixth 
Folume, should have been omitted, in the Memoirs of Scrib- 
lerus, (Vol. 6. p. 150.) In the Second Volume there area 
few trumpery, vulgar, copies of verses, which disgrace 
the pages. I am ashamed of the low taste which could suf- 
fer them to appear before the publick, I again and again, 


disclaim 


. 


Koran or Vulgate, Veda, Priest, or Bonze) 


And 


disclaim any personal harshness or seyerity on the character of 
Doctor Warton, with whom I am not even acquainted. All 
I call for loudly, is that his 1ixth volume should suffer what eve- 
ry catalogue yearly informs me, poor Hollingzhead once 
zuffered. I never before heard that rzenderness was due to an 
edition of any work. But, in these days, if an idea or opi- 
nion is but absurd, it will be considered as deep and saga- 
cious. 


I shall not make any further remarks on Dr. W. 's criti- 
cisms on Pope at present, they are often very just, curious, and 
gratifying, but chiefly taken from his old Essay. I cannot now 
proceed. Nes genera degustamus, non bibliothecas discuti- 
mus. + But as to the conclusion of one of Dr. Warton's notes 
on the Prologue to the Satires, I can we'l conceive it to be 
his own case, and I can believe it may be applied with feeling. 
Doctor Warton says, We read (or he will read) with more 
aatisfaction, the 


A' 6 Tai; Tp x0ATOv evguyaro Tilmms 
Exav3n w0v* | 


than we do (or than the Doetor will hereafter do} _ 

„Tes wev opeZzr” z, TO AE TETPATON ixero rennen 

© Aryz;. A. Vol. 4. pag. 55.” Which last is the motto to 

this Fourth and last Dialogue of the P. of L. I can indeed ea» 

sily conceive, that after Dr. Joseph Warton has read theze re- 

marks, he will ihrink back like the child in Homer, from the grey- 
$0058 


—— — 4 — * — ” 
— — — — 


+ Quint. Lib. 10. C. 1. 
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And lend to truth itself unhallow'd aid, 


In all the rashness of a scholar's trade, 
And fall like (i) Poxsox. 


O CTA VIUS. 


Lou may spare your pains, 
He gives no ear to any modern strains, | 


Save 


goose plume nodding & on the head of the writer of this note, and 
prefer luxury and repose on the deep bm of his well. xoned 
nurtes, the London Booksellers, To them and to their con- 
sJolations | T leave him. 


(4) Perry, put synonimous!y for the printer of any factious 
newspaper. | 


(i) See Mr. Professor Porson's Letter to Archdeacon Tra- 
vis, of which the world has now heard guite enough. Mr. Professor 
Porson, you may begin again, but pray don't write in Mr. Perry's 
little democratick clozet fitted up for the wits, at the Morning 
Chronicle office. It is beneath you; I speak seriously. I know 


your 


— 


$ Auvoy an” axporarns xogulc; veοον r voroas. 
| Fl II. 6 470. 
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Save those, by Oberen (+) fondly sung, 
What time Opano () trembled on her tongue. 


AUTHOR. 


Censure or praise let others seek or fear: 

Look at my verse, the superscription there, 

The cause that I defend: tis your's, 'tis mine, 
The statesman's, and the peasant's. In my line, 
All find in me a patron and a friend, 


Unseen, unknown, unshaken to the end: 
* W_—_— 


your abilities—It may do well enough for Mr. Joseph 
Richardson, that fair Fugitive and Highland Bard, if a certain 
political Dramatist's compotations will leave him any abilities at 
all, which I begin to doubt. What is genius, without a regu- 
lated life! Young men about town (to use that detestable 
Phrase,) will at last allow it, if they look at all the tattered, sin+ 
worn fragments of their species, whom they meet in their walks. 


„ See * An Epistle from Oberea, Queen of Otaheite, to 
„ Joseph Banks, Esq.” (now Sir Joseph Banks) Mr. Porson's 
favourite modern poem, which he can say, or rather ing to his 
friends. It is very ingenious, but rather too free; the versi- 
fication is exquisite. I believe it is the only piece of modern 
Englich verse Mr. P. will read. 
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Yes, from the depths of Pindus $hall my rhymes, Ye 


Through this mis-order'd world, these lawless times, Tt 
Be heard in Albion and her inmost state; 
All that the good revere and bad men hate, 
In spirit and in substance, as of old, 

The Muse in her Asbestos (m) shall enfold. 


This is my Method. — Though I sometimes stray 
From Euclid's rigid rules to fancy's way, 
Yet 


(1) Ofano or Tabane was the manner in which the name of 
Banks was pronounced at Otaheite. But in this learned lan- 
guage, as Mr. Zachary Fungus says to his brother Isaac in the 
Commissary, Pshaw ! you blockhead, I tell you TAE nant 
« does not 1ignify nothing.” 


{m) I know not whether I need mention it, but it was an 
ancient Roman custom to wrap dead bodies, before they were 
placed on the funeral pile, in a cloth made from a stone called 
Amiantus, or Linum vivum, by some called the 4:bestos, on which 
fire had no power, (See D'Aubenton, Tableau Méthodique 
des Mineraux. p. 10. Edit. Par. 8vo 1784.) N. B Mr. D'Au- 
benton, a gentleman of amiable character and of great accuracy 
of mind, is now (1797) resident in Paris, advanced in years, 
and by quietly yielding to every revolutionacy torrent in the re- 
publick, has escaped the general extermin ting massaci1s of tue 
active Citizen Literaci in the hall of French Justice. _ His armis 


illa quogue tutus in auld,” & 
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Yet have I mus'd on Granta's willowy strand, 
The sage of Alexandria () in my hand. 
And mark'd his symbols deep; while o'er my ear 
Truth pour'd her strain in harmony severe. 
sought the Stagirite ; and could divide 
(No Scotchman near, no Gillies by my side) 
| His sober sense from pride of intellect, 


What Locke confirm'd, or warn'd me to reject. 
Thence soaring on the balanc'd wings of thought, 


(As Kepler hinted, but as Newton taught) 

My mind in calm ascension to the height 

Of the world's temple, through th' abyss of light, 
Mid wand'ring fires and every starr'd abode, 
Explor'd the works and wonders of the Gov, | 

Who fix'd the laws of order, time and place, 
In his own great 5ensorium, (o) boundless space. | 
The Chemist's men flame, the curious port | 
Amber first gave, would oft fancy deeds +... 


W's, Euclid: Ns af. 2 10 
(e) 6 Dove?! in atio infinite, tanquam in censorie 5%o, res inti- 


me cernit &c, &c,” Newton Princip. Schol. General. zub 
fin. 
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Led through creation's consecrated range, 

Each flower, and plant, and ens with every change 

Of vegetative life, in order brought, 

I magnified Linnæus () as I thought; 

But spurn'd unfeeling science, cruel tales 

Of Virgin (2) rabbets, and of headless (7) snails, 
And 


(4) But not in the spirit of that silly man, who inscribed 
these words under the print of Linnzus: © Devs creavit, Lia- 
nus disposuit.“ There is more folly in the inscription, than 
any intention of impiety; it is the mere rage of anitthesis with- 
out reflection, But in this botanising age, it should not pass 
without observation to a naturalists. 


(4) Yirgin Rabbets.—T allude in general to all needless, and 
eruel experiments upon animals. All that breathe, and feel, and 
enjoy the gift of life. from their Creator are entitled to protec- 
tion from man, under those limits and degrees which an honest 
and upright mind knows without being told, But in this place 
I particularly allude to an anecdote related to me by a friend, of a 
Paper read at the Royal Socicty in the course of the last winter, 
(1797.) on the subject of generation. The animal, chosen for 
these savage experiments by the merciless Doctor, was the Rab- 
bet. Decency and humanity alike forbid the exposure of the 
process, and the mutilation of the parts of 'generation, before 
and after the animal was impregnated, and I think, in one or 
two of them, before the coitus. Surely to sit calmly and to 


watch with an impure, inhuman, and unhallowed curiosity 
| the 
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And through the realms of Nature as I trod, 
F Bow'd 


the progress of the desires, and the extinction of the natural pas- 
sions in devoted animals after such mutilations and experiments, 
is a practice useless, wicked, foolish, degrading, and barbarous. 
There is no justification to be offered. The mystery itself is not 
to be disclosed to man. But we will knowevery thing; I wish 
we would recollect that we must account for our knowledge. 
When an experiment, for any purpose useful to millions of our 
fellow - creatures, has been once made upon an animal, it should 
be finally recorded by men of science and veracity, as authentick 
and satisfactory, not to be repeated. Sometimes, as I was told, 
the idea of the cruelty exercised upon these animals was for 2 
moment lozt in tne ridiculous terms, which were perpetually 
repeated in these papers, which occupied three or four sittings of 
the R.S. My friend told me, that he actually thought that Sir 
CaarLes BLaGben, KNIGHT AND SECRETARY to the R. S. 
had been provided with specimens, and that he expected to see 
Virgin Rabbets, married Rabbets, and matron Rabbets produced 
from a basket on the table to lick, as in scorn and contempt, 
the very mace of a Society who night after night could sit and 
hear such a cruel farrago without indignation, but with half- 
smiles and simpers at the virginity of these unprotected, devot- 
ed, miserable animals, When Papers are publickly offensive, 
they should be publickly reprobated, and not 5uffered to be 
ſroduced before the Royal Society upon a pretence of promoting 
natural knowledge. Wax Has THE SOCIETY A CouNCcir ? 
Tune Couxcir should be a literary and philosophical Grand 
Jun. If it is not so, it is of no use whatsoever, but to gratify 
the silly vanity of dilettanti noblemen and busy Romish Baronets. 
I should think Mr. Pl Ax rA, the very learned, accurate, and 

| well 
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Bow'd at the throne, and saw (e) the pow'r, of Gon. 


In morals, in religion, in the state, 


In science, wihout order, ALL I hate. 


OCTAVIUS. 


Speak then, the hour demands: Is Learning fled? 
Spent all her vigour, all her spirit dead? 
| Have 


well informed Secretary to the R. S. would be of my opinion. 
To make sucli experiments as these, is to offer an insult to the 
Sacrarium of the Most High. For my own part, I would extend 
the famous speech of the Barons in the age of Henry the Third, 
TT would thunder in the ears of the President and of the whole 
Royal Society, as a body, Notumus Leges NATUR & mutari /" 


(r) Here is another savage instance to no end or purpose 
whatsoever, but mere cruel] sport of curiosity. The Abbe 
Spalanzani asserts that snails re-produce their heads after the am- 
putation of the original capita, And he made experiments 
numerous beyond belief. But in the Academie des Sciences 
1778, the reader will find Mr. Cotte differs from the humane 
Abbe, and says, that out of thousands of mails who have . 
Fered the operation, there have not been above five or dix of them, 
which have, as it is pretended, reproduced their heads.” 
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Have Gallick arms and unrelenting war 

Borne all her trophies from Britannia far? 

Shall nought but ghosts and trinkets be display'd, 

Since Walpole (7) ply'd the virtuoso's trade, 

Bade sober truth revers'd for fiction pass, 

And mus'd o'er Gothick toys through Gothick glass? 

Since States, and words, and volumes, all are ay; 

Armies have 5keletons, (v) and sermons (w) too; 

So teach our Doctors warlike or divine, 

Simeon by Cam, or Wyndham on the Rhine. 2 

3 '- 

i) The late ingenious Earl of Orford, Horace Walpole. 

The spirit of enquiry which he introduced was rather frivolous, 

though pleasing, and his Otranto Ghosts have propagated their 


species with unequalled fecundity, The spawn is in every no- 
vel shop. 


(v) The language of the House of Commons, It should 
have been in other terms, ** Sunt lacrymæ rerum, et mentem 
mortalia tangunt.“ Sorrow is sacred, and should have the lan- 
guage of consolation even from the lips of a Statesman. 


- (w) See Claude's Essay on a Sermon with an Appendix, con- 
taining one hundred Skeletons of Sermons, &c. By Charles 
Simeon, M. A. Fellow of King's College Cambridge. 1796.— 
This is as ludicrous and absurd in a Divine, as the term is 
offensive and unfeeling in Parliament during the miseries of 
War. . 
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Or has Invention slept ? the modern store 
What Athens or Chaldæa knew before ; 

All that the Gallick sage, with ill-starr'd wit, 
Kens from his ancient ſæ) telescopick pit? 


AUTHOR. 


All is not lost: (/ the spirit shall revive : 
Lowth yet instructs, and Blayney's (2) labours live; 
With 


(x) See the © Origine des Decouvertes attribuces aux Mo- 
dernes” 4to Par Monsieur DuTEews. 1797. The work is rather 
entertaining, but by no means encouraging, if the Frenchman did 
not generally substitute conjecture for proof, He observes, page 
130, in his tenth chapter, that the bottom of a fit, from whence 
* we may see the stars at noon-day, may be imagined to be le 
* krimitive telescofie.” Mr. Dutens may sit in calm contempla- 
tion at the bottom of his ancient pit, and from that natural primi- 
tive telescope see whatever best pleases his fancy. For my own 
part I prefer the prospect from a cliff with the assistance of 
modern ingenuity, whether invented by Democritus or Dok 
lonu. 


6 IT have in various parts of this Poem spoken. of those 
rin, who have done honour to Great Britain, It is not 


indeed 


0 


W 


le 


— 
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With all who wander by the sacred fount: 


A chosen band!) encircling Sion's mount, 


Fast by the fanes and oracles of Gon, ' 
And mark, with KI xO(a), where waves his weft rod, 
* The 


indeed possible for me fo name all those who, even now, form 
that constellation of ability and talents, which has been or may 
yet be displayed; and which Plutarch might call, in language 
somewhat lofty, (I think in his Treatise de Placitis Philoso- 
phorum) the II Ka ovvexy Aorvepwy ola pri gclacnun 
ae EZYNATIAEMON, 


8 z) The deeply-learned Translator and Commentator on Je- 
remiah, &c. &c. B. Blayney, D. D. Regius Professor of Hebrew 
and Canon of Christ Church, Oxford. 


(a) As The French Revolution and it's Consequences must occupy 
and alarm the thoughts of every man who reflects, and stands in 
awe of the misery and desolation which have been brought upon 
the earth, and of the judgments which may be yet impending 
over Europe, I think I may be excused by many persons for 
the note which I am now writing, But first I recommend to 
all those who either ignorantly, or inconsiderately, or im- 
piously, or presumptuously deny, reject, or vilify the Scrif- 
tures, to pass it over entirely, To them it will be foolish- 
ness. They have neither part nor lot in such a discus- 
sion. But under this restriction, and under this impression, 
I am inclined to extend the subject a little, and would call 
the publick attention with much earnestness to some few parts 


of a book prinnes in the beginning of the year 1788 i in 4t0, in- 
_ kitled 
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The truth of evidence, the moral strain, 


NorHvuxp has preach'd, nor PAT Ex taught in vain; 
Socinus 


titled © Morsels of Criticism, tending to illustrate some tew 
passages in the holy scriptures upon philosophical principles 
and an enlarged view of things: by EDwaD KI xc, Esq, 
F. R. A. S. printed for Robson and Robinson, in 1788.“ The 
title of it is objectionable on every account, open to ignorant 
ridicule, and unadvised ; but had a second edition of the work 
deen called for, it might easily have been altered. The author 
of it appears to me, (I speak from his book) to be a gentleman of 
extensive erudition aud ingenuity, and of accurate biblical 
Knowledge, perhaps a little top fond of theory, and some- 


times a little whimsical in his application of natural phi- 


losophy; but never without a serious intention and-a pro- 
found piety. He never forgets the nature of the subjects 
ke is treating. He seems to approach the sacred writings with 
that prostration of mind, that distrust of his own powers, and 
that self-abasement, which are required of those who desire to 


look into the hidden things of God. I speak of the spirit by 


which he appears to me to be conducted, and (I repeat it) 
I speak from the work alone, I shall contend for no inter- 
pretations given by Mr. King; but I propose them to 
publick consideration. I never observed more caution and 
more wariness than in this writer. We know, that it is 


declared, that the book of Prophecy is sealed 7i1/ the time. 
* of completion.” But the events of the world, of the Chris- 


tian world, are so awful and so alarming as to induce us to be- 
be ve, that they happen not without the immediate providence 
and decree of 1E Sur EME BEING against the superstition and 
_—_— of man, and for the fulfilling of the preparation 

for thoze times, when © the Kingdoms of this world mus: 


( is. 


* 


63470) 
Socinus droops, and baffled Priestley flies, 41 ot 


fin defiance of all human holicy ) become the Kingdoms of God 
and of his Christ !”” I will therefore offer to thinking persons 
some passages from this work, uritten 5everal years before the fre- 
zent events had taken place in Europe, or could be conceived to 
be possible. I am not speaking in this note of any other farts 
or interfiretations in this werk of Mr. King. Iam as little dis- 
posed to superstition and enthusiasm as any man living; and 
I do not give them as additions to the idle prophecies and 
random conjectures whidh have appeared in such numbers. 
I have too much reverence for the reader and for myself on 
zuch a subject. Mr. King offers them only as his interpreta- 
tions of scripture, submitted to a calm discussion. But the 
circumstance which peculiarly strikes me is this; that they 
were written without any specifick reference to any nation in Eu- 
rope, but simply and in geveral, that suen times and suca 
events might be expected in some fart of the Christian world. 
The first passage I shall present, is a part of Mr, King's expla- 
nation of the 24th Chapter of St. Matthew's gespel, principally 
of the 29th verse. In regard to which he says, We may 
* remark, if the words are to be understood, as spoken merely 
„ .emblematically, then the images made use of are such as are 
| « well known ro fredict (consistently with their constant use 
* in many other parts of prophecy) a great destruction and almost 
* annihilation of many of those lawful powers which rule on earth, 
© however 


. 
— _ * 


"— 


+ Of course I refer the reader to the book itself for the tenor. 
of the whole argument, | 


( 348 ) 
| And at thestrengthof Hoxs TEX (5)shrinks, and dies; 


Nor 


« however beneficial any of them may be to the earth; ad A 
„ DREADFUL LESSENING OF THE DIGNITY AND SPLENDOUR OP 
„ ALL GREATNESS, AND A SUBVERSION OF ALL GOOD ORDER 
& AND CIVIL GOVERNMENT. Than which nothing can be 
„% expected more formidable. Dreadful indeed must be 4 
„% TIME, (if Such an ons is to come} WHEN men are let loo 
n each other, frorcessed of all their firecent imfirovements and 
« advantages, but unrestrained eithir by law and civil govern- 
dent, or by conscience and good firincifile ; scorning the ad- 
© monition and authority of those who ought to maintain 
justice, and as:isted by the more rude and barbarous fart of 
* the world, whom they shall find zoo ready to encreace 1E 
© UNIVERSAL UPROAR.” Page 2£2—3,—At the cunc'usion 
of these Remarks on the Revelations, Ch. 16. v. 13 and 14. he 
says: Here, while we maintain due reverential fear, our inter- 
pretation must end, Nothing but the events themieives, when they 
come to frass, can rightly explain the rest. And they will cer- 
« tainly eat LOUDLY ENOUGH fo themselves as those before 
© have done—Only I must just remark, that it 5eems, as if 
© fersecution and the horrid influences of 5v/erstition, and of ig- 
« zorance, and of barbarim were allowed to produce their dire 
effects, during the first part of the period of the time descri- 
& bed ander the YVials; and as if, InxELIGION, VANITY, AND A 
* TOTAL WANT OF ALL SERIOUS PRINCIPLE, AND A Misr: 
* PLICATION OF THE REFINEMENTS OF CIVILIZATION, wer? 
& f be ALLOWED to produce THEIR MISCHIEF alto, at the /atter 
end of that period!“ page 453. See also, p. 456 and 57, 
whick I could wish to copy, the words are so important, and 
the style so dignified, In the * of which Mr. King 

observes 


WV —_—_ "= = "wy © 


(349) 


Nor second stand in theologick fame 


; Sagacious 


odserves, on the finihing of the mitery of God, * that as there 


« should be false Christs and false prophets, so there should be 
« also a dreadful subversion of all good government and order, 
and that men hould be let loose eon each other, in defiance of all 
* civil frorwer and just rule, and of legal restraint.” He subjoins 
Some words too remarkable to be passed over. Ir will be haps 
« by for those who mall live come years hence, if they can prove me 
« guilty of a mistake in e point, I speak and write with cau- 
&« ious reverence and fear; acknowledging that I am liable to 
& error, and by no means firetending to firofihecy : but still appres 
* hending myself bound not to conceal the truck, where any 
matter aer to be revealed in Holy Scripture ; and especially 
when the bringing an impending denunciation to light, (if it be « 
« truth) may be an awful warning and caution to many, ax 


« pREVENT THEIR BECOMING ACCESSARY TO THE EVIL.“ 
Page 461. I must own, I am so struck with these passages, that 
without any knowledge of THIS ILLUSTRIOUS LAYMAN Gut from his 

work 


— — ** —_— * * — * 


— — 
— —— 


t The following passage from the great Historian Josephus, 
on the inattention and ignorance of man in regard to the divine 
predictions, is remarkable. The words are these: | 


. 
Tavrz kv, LXAVWS S A) Tuva phevc r Ts Os @uoey H 
RY VOETV, ELfPIXALEY, Th T TEITI N TOAUTpOTOLS, Katy 
avra xaY wav Wr, TETHY (KEVWS, & Te del Ever Dau _—_— 
,_ 5p 


rm Ts Twv av0pwnu AINOIAN KAI AIUZTIA | 
ns dev Tpoidey tau rw awoCnooper, ADVAAKTOE 
TE TAIZ ETM®SOPAIL ITAPEAOOHEAN, us aun- 


XAVIY EUTOS EVOL TV EE GUT TEPHAY OigPuyay | 


Joseph. Antiq. Jud. Lib, 10, S. 3. p-449- Ed. Hudson. Oxon. 


( 339 ) 
Sagacious Her, (c) and RExNNELL's (a) learned 


name, 


And 


org, T could almest address him in the sublime apostrophe of 
one of the most eloquent Fathers of the ancient Church; 
* Avbpoure Tv Sen, miWwre Of ? R weovous Twy Ts Oc 
KuaTneuy, Aveg enifiupucy Tw Ts TVEVIATH, x Te gr 
xas Edpaioue This Exxrnoias, NOYIV GUS EWEX,VTR, XXL WIC TEWS 
| Epe: 0p, xa TVEVMATOS KATA wyioy,” F—= Thus 1 did this very 
learned and most pious man, in a strain of serious, temperate, 
and impressive eloquence, deliver his opinion and his interpre- 
tation. They will stand before us and our posterity, as the me- 
morial of that lonely wisdom, that reverential application of 
the divine word, and of that silent dignity, which can only 
be attained by a retirement (at intervals) from the world which 
God hath made to Him alone, and by that worship in spirit and 
in truth, which when joined to human erudition and to the sober 
cultivation of the understanding, will produce rxvit unto 
LIFE. But I conclude: humbly acknowledging and deeply 
feeling myself wholly unequal, and altogether unworthy, to 
speak of the awful sublimity of such subjects. My office can 
be but ministerial; it is mine only to lead the aspirant to the 
door of the temple, and to retire. | 


— 2 — —_ 


* 


+ Gregor. Naz. Orat. 19. (Op. Edit. Prunæi. p. 286. Paris 
1609.) It was pronounced before the great Basil, when seated 
upon the archiepiscopal throne of Cæsarea. (A. D. circ. 374.) 


1 la the beginning of the year 1788. Mr. K's book was pro- 
bably written some years before it was offered to the publick. 


At 


li 


* 


( 351 ) 


And Dou As, (e) hail'd afar from earliest youth 
Great 


() The Right Rev. Samuel Horsley, Bishop of Rochester. 
In my opinion, the controversy so ably maintained by this 
Prelate, against the Heresiarch Priestley, is his peculiar praise. 
Bishop Horsley reminds me of the celebrated Divine, Charles 
Leslie. He has often the ame strength, che same acuteness, 
and sometimes the same coarseness of manner, But the argue 
ment is cogent, and the arus are irresistible. In theological con- 
troversy, Charles Leslie and Bishop Horsley always appear to 
« me, acide timiles, Yulcaniaque arma capereunt.” 


(c) The Rev. John Hey, D. D. late Norrisian Professor in 
the University of Cambridge, The arrangement, the learning, 
the accuracy, and the extent of his researches in theology, are 
conspicuous in his laborious and important work, entitled © Lec- 


tures, &c.“ read as Professor..-N, B. The entire work is not 
yet published. (Oct. 1797.) 


(4) The Rev. Thomas Rennell, D. D. Author of a very able 
learned, and eloquent Apology for the Church of England, preached 
in St, Paul's Cathedral, before the Sons of the Clergy, May 10, 


1790. 


(e) The Right Rev. John Douglas, D. D. Bishop of Salis- 
lisbury, a Prelate u hose erudition, penetrating sagacity, and well- 
directed efforts have discovered and overthrown many strong 
holds of literary imposture. The names of Lauder and Bower 

holds 


ul 


C 352 ) 


Great victor in the well-fought field of truth: 


HersScuELL (VJ, with ampler mind and magick 
glass, 
Mid worlds and worlds revolving as they pass, 
Pours the full cluster'd radiance from on high, 
That fathoinless abyss of Deity. 
Who 


are only remembered to their infamy.—The Biehop's Treatise 
on Miracles, called © The Criterion,” should be reprinted, 
Why is it not again presented to the publick ? (Oct. 1797.) 


Dr. Herschell's new doctrine concerning the Materic 

Solaris, has attracted much attention among the learned. I offer 
to their consideration a curious passage, which I met with 
when I was reading with a very different purpose. The Pla- 
ronick PRocLVUS, in the third book of the Commetaries on the 
Timæœus of his great Master, mentions that Aristotle (whom, 
surely with justice, he calls ö dauuacre Apororeans) hints 
that the Sun and the Stars are not abvolutely bodies of fire; 
The words are these: © Toy ru  AoTpay xopov, xz auros 
Tov weyzy Hay, OTK ONTA EK ITYPOS.” Procti Con- 
ment. in Timaum Platonis, Edit. Basil. Gr. 15 34. p. 131. There 
is another singular passage (not so explicit as this from Pro- 
clus) in the first book, de Cælo, of the Second Ennead of Plotinus 
the Platonicorum Coryphæus, as he has been called: he talks 
also, rather quaintly from Aristotle, of a Tug rn r Aorpws 
DN epo Y. Plotin ; Ennead. 2 L. 1. pag. gg, &c. Edit. 
Basil. 


r t e 


( 353 ) 


Who in the depth abstruse of intellect 
A greater now than Waris (g) shall expect? 


Lo, where philosophy extends her sway, 

Guides future Navies o'er the trackless way, 

More voluble and firm; so, strong in thought, 

The royal Synod Arwoop (4) sate and taught. 

Who may forget thee, (i) BAT TI ET rustick(0BURxs, 
| Z And 


Basil. cum Comment. Ficini.— The reader is referred to Dr, 
Herschell's most curious paper On the Nature and Construce 
tion of the Sun and Fixed Stars.“ Phil. Trans. Part I, 1795, | 


(z) Edward Waring, M. D. Professor of the Mathematicks 
in the University of Cambridge, 


(k) See a Paper in the Philos. Trans. 1796. Part I. entitled 
„The Construction and Analysis of geometrical propositions de- 
termining the positions assumed by homogeneal bodies which 
float freely and at test, on a fluid's surface, also determining the 
ability of «hips and other floating bodies, by GBO ATwooD, 
Esq. F. R. 8.“ The R. S. presented Mr. Atwood with their 
medal on this occasion.— The names of Herschell, Mactelyne, 
. Cavendich, Woollaston, Milner, &c. /dignify the Royal Society. 
We have yet some Master Builders in the Sciences,” as Mr, 
Locke once expressed himself. T to his "IEP on | the 
H. U.) 


— 


(i) James Beattie, L. L. D. Author of “ The Minstrel, 2 
books.” It is to be for ever regretted that this true Poet and 
| 5 most 


| ( 354 » 

And all his artless wood-nates.Scotland mourns. | | 
With England's Bard, with Cowes, who shall vie? 
Original in strength and dignity, 

With more than Painter's fancy blest, with lays 
Holy, as saints to heav'n expiring raise. C/ 


High 


most excellent man never finished his exquisite Poem. My mind 
dwells upon it, particularly on the First Part, even from my 
boyish days at 5chool, | | 


(#) Robert Burns, The Ayreshire Ploughman. An original 
Poet. 


(D William Cowper, Esq. Author of The Task. — Ton 
Meoawv iepn $2015 ! Such are the words of the divine Ascræan, 
in his Theogonia. Of these Muses seated on our own Parnassus, it 
may be said, 3 


« There did they sit, and do their holy deed, 
That pleas'd doch heaven and 5 
hd Bishop Hur, Satires. B. 1. 8. . 


The conclusion of the Poet's work is 80 dec so dignified, 20 
unequalled in simplicity and unaffected piety, that I hope none 
will read it without those sensations, and without that improve- 
F it seems designed to in: pictfe. do tm 
2 but al in Mis EP whose praise T'seek:s © 
In vain the Poet sings and the world hears, 
us regard rot, though divine the theme. 


18686 
High from the elimes of Latium's happier day 
The Muse on Roscos (u) darts her noontide ray ; ; 
And with each soft, each reconciling pow'r, 


Sheds gleams of peace on MLMorn's (u) —_ 
hour: 

Bright to the goal in their sublime career 

Z 2 BRYANT 


"Tis not in artful measures, in the chime 
And idle tinkling of a minstrel's lyre, 

To charm nis ear, who looks upon the heart: 
Whose frown can disappoint the proudest strain, 
Whose . even mine.“ 

. f B. & 


(* William Roscoe, Esq, the historian of Lorenzo de Medici 
called the Magnificent, See the P. of L. Dialogue III. at the 
conclusion. 


(„) WiLLtam Maruorn, Esq. a most elegant and distin- 
guished writer, * near half an age with every good man's praise.“ 
His translation of Cicero and Pliny will peak for him, while 
Roman and English eloquence can be united. | Mr. Melmoth is 
a happy example of the mild influence of learning on a culti- 
vated mind, I mean of that learning which is declared to be the 
aliment of youth, and the delight and consolation of declining 
years, Who would not envy this “ ForRTUNATE OLD MAN” 
his most finished translation and. comment on Tully's Cato? 
or rather, who would not rejoice in the refined and mellowed 
pleasures of so accomplished a gentleman and 30 liberal a 
cholar? 


*. 


( 356 ) 


BxyYANT and BURKE (o) the torch trĩumphant bear; 
While 


(e) It is to be wished, that these Two GREAT MEN may gt 
conclude their political and literary labours. Finem dignum et 
timo viro et opere canctizzimo faciant /” Quyintil, Lib. 12. Cap. 
11, (June 1797.) — Since writing the above, when | heard of the 
death of that uneQUALLzD man, the Rt, Hon, Enmunna 
Buxke,+ I could only say to my friend, 


H ANN NOY NG 
IIevceai afypyiun;, 1 we wheAAs ever lat, 
Kara: TIHAEIAHE ! 


Such was my veneration for Tuts Gzear Max when living, 
zuch is the depth of my homage, and the secret affliction of my 
Spirit at his departure. It appears to me expedient and grateful, 
that we should all remember and revere THE MAN to whose ri- 
mal exertions (it cannot be repeated too frequently! we, eriginaliy 
owe the publick sense of the moral, political, and religious dan« 
ger of England from the grand cracking Canal, | gropnded and 

| rooted 


* ä 


— — 


— a — * TH 1 » 7 T I — * — 


+ July 1797.—8ee Mr. Burke's character, in “ The Imperial 
Epi from Kien Long, Emperor of China, to George the Third 
Great Britain,” v 117. page 19. Edit. 8vo. 1796. As far as 
depends upon me, the words of Pindar shall be verified of this 
great man: 


Tov wy ure Davorr* Aida. 

Error anac ö. 

IIapa te Tupav TxQov 

© ExMmuwrai Taphevor | 

Eo ray, ew: Opiivov Te TokuPawoy exeuav. EdoZey 
Aba > Abavaroy 


Ech YE re 2 uLeyoy 5 vai Oca Jide. 
ph * Pind. Isth. O. 8. 


( 35) 3] 


While Granta hails (what need the Sage to name ?) 
Her /ov'd IAIS on the banks of Cam. (% 
Z 3 But 


rooted in France, and branching out and overshadowing all 
Europe. I speak, as I think, in sincerity. Without much re- 
flection we cannot understand the Vu nature and extent of the 
publick obligation to Mr. Burke, I would not vindicate any 
man from the cradle to the grave; much less a politician and a 
ztatesman. The very region of Politicks is baneful ; it is too 
frequently © the soil the Yices like.“ Every statesman, in or 
out of power, knows his own meanness, the turbulence of his 
passions, the rattles of office, the irritation of opponents, the 
jealousy of rank, and the impatience of consorted power, All 
this is true, But still, when I have revolved the various labours 
of EvpxyUnD BZuakk, and THE CAUSE HE HAS MAINTAINED, (as it 
generally regards government, religion, and society, not the details 
of the war and it's conduct) I say, with this allowance for the 
feverous frailty of the passions, and the taint of mortality in all 
our best actions, I would record in lasting characters, and in 
our holiest and most honourable temple, the departed Orator of 


England, the Statesman, and the Christian, ErmunpD BURKE! 
* Ru e ei Cum ALTISssINo!“ 


(4) T wish, (and every Etonian and every member of the 
University of Cambridge of good character will join me heart and 
hand) that this great, disinterested, virtuous, and CONSUMMATE 
SCHOLAR AND PHYSICIAN, zo by learning and religion con- 
ducted with dignity to the close of life, may be known by this 
affectionate verse to all frocterity, ** The led IAIS on the banks of 
Cam.” 1 
„ Dis viLEectE den te Jupiter æquus oportet 
Nascentem, et miti lustrarit lumine Phoebus 


Atlantisque 


(358) 


But whence that groan? no more Britannia sleeps, 


But oer her lost Musæus % dends and weeps. 
Lo, every Grecian, every British Muse 

Scatters the recent flow'rs and gracious dews 
Where Mason lies; he sure their influence felt, 
And in his breast each soft affection dwelt, 

That love and friendship know; each sister art, 
With all that Colours, and that Sounds impart, 
All 


Atlantisque nepos; neque enim in charus ab ortu 

Diis 5ufeeris poterit magno favisse poetz. | 

Hinc longæva viret lento sub flore Senectus, 

Nondum deciduos rervant 1151 frontis honores, 
| Ingeniumgue vigens, et adultum mentis acumen. 

Ergo Ego te Clits et magni nomine Phœbi 

MaxsE PATER, jubco LONGUM Salvere PER EVUM! | 

Miiron 4 Mansun, 


I know not what chould restrain me on this occasion. For the 
eternal honour of the University of Cambridge, in this our age, 
to the following names which I bave selected with the severest 
judgment of which Jam capable, Gr ay, Hund, Ocpen, Bir- 
Guy, and BxyaxrT, I will add the name of wad Dilectas ON 
Rogz GLyNxt. 


TANTO HOMINI FIDUS TANTA vieTUTH aaron! | 
| (Nov. 1797.) 


N 


— 


Q The Rev. William Maxon, M. A. author of Elfrida, 
Caractacus, Musæus a Monody on Mr. Pope, The 1 
Garden, &c. &c. &c. Kc. 
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All that the sylvan theatre can grace, 

All in the soul of Masox © xounD THEIR PLACE !* 
Low sinks the laurell'd head; in Mona's land 

I see them pass, tis Mador's drooping band, 

To harps of woe in holiest obsequies, | 

* In yonder grave, they chant, oux David lies!“ 


Hz (i) too, whom Indus and the Ganges mourn; 
The glory of their banks, from Isis torn, 

In learning's strength is fled, in judgment's prime, 
In science temp' rate, various, and sublime; 

To him familiar every legal doom, | 
The courts of Athens, or the halls of Rome, 

Or Hindoo Vedas taught; for him the Muse 
Distill'd from every flow'r Hyblæan dews; 

Firm, when exalted, in demeanour grave, 

| Mercy and truth were his, he lov'd to save. 

His mind collected; at opinion's shock 

Jowzs stood unmov'd, and from the Christian rock, 
Cœlestial brightness beaming on his breast, 


He saw THE STAR, and worshipp'd in the East. 4 
Z 4 Thou 


(5) Sin WILLIAan Joys. One of the Judges of the su- 
88 Court of Judicature in Bengal, Kc. &C, Kc. Tees 


( 360 ) 
Thou too, OctAavivs, that dread hour must feel, 
Nor eloquence, nor wit, nor patriot zeal, 


Nor piety sincere without the show, 
Nor every grace Pierian pow'rs bestow 
From pure Ilyssus and the Latian shore, 
What Swift, or great Erasmus felt before, 
May save thee !—yet, yet long, so friendship calls, 
May guardian Angels hover round the walls, 
Where love and virtue fix their blest abode, 
Friend of thy country, servant of thy God! (5) 
Octavius yes, it is, it shall be mine, 
With praise appropriate still to grace my line: 

To 


( Ta this foliticel and deferessing period, it is some comfort 
to divert the attention for a moment to such characters of literary 
and poetical excellence as The Rev. William Mason, and Sic 
William Jones; and to be able to add my ep» Octavius. Ocr 4- 
vivs OeTixvs, are the legitimate words of Horace. With an 
allowance for the partiality of friendship, (and who that ever 
felt such an affection will refuse to grant it) and with sorrow 
that now he must neither be under5tood ner named, I assert with 
truth, that OcTavivs is formed to move among the highest 
and the foren. st in the state, though contented and submitting 
to act in a station, certainly not without honour, yet inadequate 
to his faculties. * Exornet ætatis notre glotiam {”? 


1361) 
To me all heedless of proud fashion's sneer, 
MAURICE CH is learn'd, and WIL BERTOR CEC V)sincere, 
Though 


H) The Reverend Thomas Music, Author of * Indian 
Antiquities, in 6 vol. 8%.“ and of “the History of Hindostan, 
« it's Arts and it's Sciences, as connected with the History of 
« the other great Empires of Asia, during the most ancient 
periods of the world.“ Vol, 1. 4to. is only yet published. 
The publick is well acquainted with their merits. But it is with 
the most serious concern, that 1 read what Mr. Maurice has de- 
clared in his dedication, that © This History commenced under 
« the patronage of the Court of East India Directors, is dedi- 
« cated to them, in kamdble lotet of their continued aur of a work, 
« which MUST $1NK WITHOUT THAT *® sUpPoRT.” Learning 
has felt a degradation from these words. I am not to be told, that 
researches like those of Mr. Maurice are liable to the caprice of 
' erudition, and of uncertain application, and that his style, mat- 
ter, and manner are frequently too luxuriant and diffuse. The 
foundation of a temple may be strong, though every ornament 
on the pillars may not be just.—(Nov. 1797.) 


(v See, *A Practical View of the prevailing religious system 
of Professed Christians in the higher and middle classes in this 
country, contrasted with real Christianity.“ By WiLLian 
WiLgtxForce, Esꝗg. M. P. for the county of York. —Some very 
xrious persons have their doubts as to the theological principles 
of this work in their uli extent, and I fear it is sometimes too = 


rigid 


—— —_— 
— 


3 The E. I. Company $ubscribed for a certain number of 
Copies, This is not patronage, * + 


( 362 ) 
(Though on his page (o) some pause in sacred doubt) 
As Gisborne {5} serious, and as Pott {c) devout, 
For 


rigid and exclucive in it's doctrines, There is also too.much of 
a sectarian language, which cannot be approved. But of the 
intention, virtue, learning, and patriotism of the eloquent and 
welkinformed Senator, I have the most honourable and decided 
opinion. His work is vehement, impassioned, urgent, fervid, 
instant; though sometimes copious to prolixity, and in a few 
parts even to tediousness, Perhaps it is the production of an 
orator rather than of a writer. Throughout the whole, there 
is a 'manly fortitude of thought, firm and unshrinking. But 
for my own part, for obvious reasons, I dislike the term, 
Real Christianity,“ as exclusively applied to any yet of propo- 
zitions drawn from the Gospel. If I regard external circum- 
stances, I would not indeed take theology from Athanasius or 
Bossuet, morality from Seneca, or politicks from Lansdown or 
Seyes. But I will own, that from a scrutiny into the publick 
and private character of Mr, Wilberforce, I am inclined to 
think that his enemies would be forced into an acknowledgment, 
(as it is recorded in the words of a prophet), that “ they can 
find no occasion against this man, except they find it against 
him concerning the law of his Gop.“ A reader of his work 
must be good or bad i the extreme, Who may not receive some 
advantage from the awful composition. I am indeed unworthy 
to praise it, and I feel myself so. If I may descend from 
divinity to mere philosophy, I shall add, that if Mr. Wilber- 
force proceeds and acts upon the sublimity of such principles, 


we may apply to him the expressions drawn from the fountain. 
_ Plato by his most enthusiastick votary, Plotinus. Ac 


* bavTs I &g ei Y 9 Thos SN TS 
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For Athens CUMBERLAaxD (d seems born alone 
To bid her comick Patriot be our own ; | 
Nor 


« Topzas !” He will dest comprehend the high and holy sen- 
tence which declares what is the life of such men; Oro 
* Ge xai avIpworuy O , war evIauovuoy Clog, atahhayn Twy 
„% Twv ve, Ciog amndovog Twy rde, ©YTH MONOY 
„POE MONON !” Plotini Ennead : 6. L. 9. c. xi. 


(4) The Reverend Tromas GrznoRNe, M.A. Author of 
an Enquiry into the Duties of Men, &c. and of the Female Sex, 
&c. &. eminently entitled to the publick esteem and grati- 
tude. | 


(e) The Rev. J. H. Porr, M.A. the learned and excellent 
Arch-deacon of St. Alban's. In his writings instructive, la- 
borious in his office, and exemplary in his profession. 


(4) Ricard CuMseritanD, Esq. an author of various 
talents, and of very considerable learning. It is scarcely neces- 
mary to enumerate his compositions, in particular his dra- 
matick works, Which have received the sanction of publick 
esteem. In my opinion he has done wery great service to 
the cause of morality and of literature. He is author of a. 
work called The Observer,“ and from the translation, in 
that work, of the fragments of the Greek comick writers, 
I believe all learned readers wi agree, that he is the only 
man in the kingdom (with whom we are ublictly acquainted), 
equal to the translation of Aristophanes. I wish it were to be 
the amusement of his retired hours, I shall never think he has 

been 


F 
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Nor yet ungrac'd may SvUL1vYAan (+) remain, 
Serene in fancy, nor in science vain, 
Yet still, though oft his various works I scan, 


I quit the volume, when I find the man. 


Good 


deen © publick too long,” but as he has quitted Ie stage, + 
(as he affirms himself,) such a translation would be an easy, 
pet an adequate and honourable employment for a man of 
unquestionable genius, versatility of talents, knowledge of the 
world, and @ conmmmate matter of the poetical language of our 
best ancient dramatick writers. Let us hope that Aristophanes 
may yet be our own. (July 1797.) 


(@) Ricnarp Jos Ern SuLtvan, Esq. F. R. S. and F.A.S, 
author of Philosophical Rhapsodies, &c.“ and of a work en- 
titled © A View of Nature, in Letters to a Traveller among the 
Alps, with Reflections on Atheistical Philosophy now exem- 
« pliſied in France, in six vol. 8vo.” A work of labour and of 
general utility, digested from original writers wich judgment, 
and with an upright virtuous heart, in a pleasing and instruc- 
tive manner. I dwell with affection on such a character as 
Mr. Salivan ; and, if this were the place, and if India were the 
theme, I might make honourable mention of the works and 
excellence of his Brother, Jun SULLIVAN, Esq. 


pO EE 


— th 


+ The vows, and oaths of lovers, voters, and poets, are al- 
ways liable to make Fale Imprezcions, (Nov. 1797.) 


Ys 
of 


"'X a 3 


Good books () are the mind's bread: (excuæ 
the phrase, | | 
Gifford will bear the term, and Cowper praise) 


They 


(5) It is pleasing and satisfactory to think, that a! books 
which are absolutely required to strengthen, exalt, purify, and 
inform the understanding, and consequently to correct and en- 
large the affections and the heart, are of easy access and of | 
easy price, With the luxury of learning and the modern ele- 
gance of types and paper, I have nothing to do, but earncatly 
to defrecate all needless extravagence and brilliant folly in new 
fublications, if they are designed to be of service to the world, 
and to be purchased. The august and sublime monuments of 
religion and of genius may be adorned without blame, or ra- 
ther with great commendation. When the Bible, Shakspeare, 
and Milton appear in all the splendour of typographick art and 
the magnificence of decoration from the pencil, who does not 
feel a secret pride in the honour reflected on the discerning 
liberality of his country? Such books may be conzidered as 
typographical pictures of eminent artists, Pictures however 
are not necessary for the closet of a student; but they may 
adorn the museum of a nation or an university, and dignify the 
repositories of the opulent and patrician Jiterati Atticus 
is magnificent in such patronage, though Rutilus may incur 
some censure. This is a noble and laudable use of the super- 
fluity of wealth. It is also political in the highest degree. In 
times like these men of talents and genius, when unemployed 
and let loose upon the world, become too frequently the pests 
of society, and the canker worms of the community. It is 
indeed high time to awake out of sleep, and to discern the 
peculiar use of every blessing. In all our actions, we should 

have 
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They give the life - blood, nutriment and health, 
And laugh to scorn the insolence of wealth. 
OCTAVIUS, 


Here close the strain: and o'er your studious hour 
May truth preside and virtue's holiest pow'r ! 


Still be your knowledge temp'rate and (e) discreet, 


Though not as Jones sublime, as Bryant great; | 
Pre- 


have a view to the stability of society and of well · regulated 
government. It becomes us all to observe and separate the 
essential and unvarying laws of order from the principles of 
confusion, and the dictates of sound sense from the wildness 
af ungoverned fancy, and of presumptuous intellect. The 
grand end and aim may at last be tus effected; and we may, 
by choice and conviction, turn from lying vanities to the spitit 
ef truth and of life. uk 


(e) The advice of Octavius is good, but not applicable to a 
man $0 insignificant as his friend —But to men of knowledge 
and of ability in every department of life it is of deep impor- 
tance. I lament and am indignant, when I think of such a Scho- 
lar as Dr. Parr, and the waste of erudition and talents. Let 


him stand for a genus. The want of discretion and prudence 


has ruined more men of learning and genius than the time 
would allow me to mention. Without this sobriety of intellect 


"pee. is strong, nothing is. great. Without this prudence, 
F * 


N 


Prepar' d to prove in Senate, or the Hall.. 
That states by learning rise, by learning fall; 
i Serene 


without this discernment of time and circumstance, and the habit 
of regularity, without an attention to the decencies of society and 
of common life, and of the principles by which all men, how- 
ever gifted, nuit indiscriminately be conducted, all our attain- 
ments are nothing worth. They will never procure us es- 
teem or respectability among men. The world will but smile 
at such scholars; and ministers, when called upon to promote 
them, will tell you not without reason, “ hey are not froducible,”t 
Let me give two passages on this subject, one from Milton, 
the other from Dr. Johnson, variously applicable and of deepest 
consequence " «6 , * ) 
| % He who reads 
Inceseantly, and to his reading brings not 
A spirit and judgment equal or superior, 
Uncertain and unsettled «till remains, 
| Deep versed in books, and shallow in himself, 
Crude or intoxicate, collecting toys, | 
« As children gathering pebbles on the shore.“ 
P. R. b 4. v. 322. 


To men of genius (as at least they are called) Dr. Johnson 
gave this solemn admonition: This relation (of the life of 
Sayace) will not be wholly without it's use, if those who, in 

Inti bat GR 2 confidence 


a... Mo _ "EY 8 1 * 


— ET I” TOI * 


t The words of the Duke of Newcastle on such an occasion, 
when he was Prime Minister in George the Second's reiga., 
They were spoken of a MAN, whose genius, talents, el quence, 
and erudition honoured and supported the Church of England. 
Au he <vas not promoted. 
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Screne, not senseless, through the awful storm, 
In principle sedate, to shun /) Reform; 
' To 


© confidence of superior capacities or attainments, disregard the 
common maxims of life, shall be reminded that nothing will ply 
© the want of firudence, and that negiigence and irregularity, 
long continued, will make tnowledge utelest, wit ridiculous, and 
« -exius contemptible.” Dr. Johngou s Life of Savage, at the 

conclusion. 

« Deign on the passing world to cast thine eves, 

% And haute awhile from letters, TO RE WISE.“ 


(F) No factions ever proceeded 4 attempt a RevoiuTiION 
in any country, but first under the pretence and threugh the Me. 
dium of a RerForxm. We have been told with effrontery and 
with falshood, that the Constitution of England exists only in 
the imagination; yet we may read the Bill of Rights. The 
-fact is this. Modern framers of political constitutions will ne- 
ver be satisfiedptill they are laid down like the elements of 
mathematicks in the manner of Euclid. Definitions, Axioms, 
Postulates, primary propositions, subsequent propositions, built 
upon and proved by the preceding, with corollaries and deduc- 
tions. One «trange writer, (perhaps it is the first time the 
reader ever heard of him) says, a CoxsTitTuTION must be 
produced intire and at the ame time; it mus? be simple in it's con- 
Struction, and PERFECT 7 all it's parts.” Malkin's Essays on 
Civilization, 8 o. (1795) p. 122, I had fondly thought that 
Lord Bacon had distinguished the works of nature from those of 
art, in that masterly and memorable sentence, © Natura omnium 
partium rudiments «mul parit et procreat. (De Augm. Sci- 
ent.) I suppose a political Constitution is the work of human 
art. Indeed if Mr. Malkin were describing a ferfect poem, 
om. or tien, he n not have expressed himself more 
| critical. 


* 
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To mark man's intellect, it's strength and bound, 
Aa Nor 


o brizically. Yet thus it is, that of present theoretical writers 
port with man and his passions. They certainly consider 2. 


0 all as passive machines, and they apply their laws, with as much 
, if _ cool jadifference to theic fellow-creatores, and with as little 
8 feeling, as they would apply ie are, or any mechanical instru- 


the ment, to lop a tree ot to raise a weight, Their sy stems uniformly 
proceed on this principle. They nevet vary. Mercy is not in 
all their thoughts; there is neither allowance for human frailty, 
nor re vi· ĩon of judgment. Man has offended: he nut die the 
death. Gnossivs hæc Rhadamanthus habet ÞuRIS$1MA RIG- 


on Nai, We have all seen and felt, what the revulutionary prin» 

le. ciple . 

nd We most never for a moment t forget, that Tas 0#18ct | 
* or FkAxcxk, from her fru Revolution, has been and 1s TO | 
[he CHANGE THE GOVERNMENT IN EVERY STATE iN Euxorr, | 
oo and in every hart of the world which abe can or influence. 

0 


Look in Germany, in Belgium, in Italy, in Spain, in 


* the isles of the Eastern or of the Western Archipelago; cast 
vilt your view, broad and unrestrained, from the dominions of the | 
* Porte to the banks of the Ohio or the Missisippi, not a state, not 
V « fortress, not a work, not a fragment of nature or of art, not 

Ly a cliff, not à torrent, not a precipice, but has felt the shock j 
FR and impulse of revolutionary terror. Abys5us abysrum invocat ? | 
hat One deep has called upon another, the winds have blown the 
of sigdal of encounter, and the cataracts are roaring and conflicte 
a ing; or in the resoundiug language of the poet of een 

Ci» Toxefx cle ve pen l %. po, 

* Bpoyram Capuduros tGouCtey owEpios nga te 

m, I must claim excute and en for my r N My 

ore | mind 


Al — 


ll, + No nnus, Diopys. Lib. 41. v. 84, p- ß. Edit. Hanov. 1610. 
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Nor deem stability on change to found z +++ - | 
| 9 To 


mind is either borne down or burried away with the terrors of 
impending desolation, and the overthrow or confusion of fixed, 
regulated, established government. My sensations are 0lj- 
tary; but they are deep. TI ywxnv we Stpxeras P. 
I have indeed the cansolation of affectionate and honourable 
friendship, and I am not without the approval of a few who are 
wise and good: but I cannot say that “ in my life time I have 
had too much of noise and compliment. F' I have risen in 
Silence : and in peace and privacy it is my desire to tet and to 
depart, But can any of us see what we hare seen, and not 
labour to avert it from our own country ? If I could conceive 
à man of lęss political significance than myself, (not from my 
endeavours but from my situation,) I would call even on him 
for assiztance. The object, the undi verted object of France is Tus 
OVERTHROW OF ENGLAND! Nos NosTRaQyE, the form of 
our government, the fundamental laws, and the principles by which 
profeerty is ack dged and secured. These have been attacked 
by assault, by storm, by breach, by edition, by the arms of 
ribaldry, of obscenity, of blasphemy. At one time they open 
upon us the floodgates of treason and madness, at another they 
tap the foundation by a cireuitous stream winding and working 
unperceived. They know that a Revolution can alone be effected 
by a Reform; There is no other mode. A state may prove 
bankrupt ; but I would inculcate it with peculiar earnestness, 
that, A REVOLUTION IS NOT THE NECESSARY CONSEQUENCE OF 
BANKRUPTCY, I view with fear the finances of Great Britain, 

but 


„** * * _ 2 2 rn. 3 — 4 — 


1 An expression iu the affecting Will of the Rt. H. Edmund 
Burke. What declaration, what testimony, what experience 
will coxvince us of the © Vera bona atque illis multum divers, 
remiota erroris nebula?” PE? 


not to prove. 


(31 


To feel with Mirabeau that «Words are Things, (g) 
A a 2 While 


"but not without a rational hope of final though tardy 
restoration. The proposal of Reform is my specifick ap- 


prehension. I would strenuously resist all the proposers of Re- 
form; Mr. Pitt formerly, and Mr. Grey at present. I 
confess I never could understand the great Lord Chatham's 
celebrated expression of © infasing a portion of c health in- 
to the constitution to enable it to bear it's infirmities.” Junius 
(in his very last letter) calls it * brilliant and full of intrinsick 
wisdom,” For my own part, I think it but false glitter and 
full of intrinsick nonsense, when applied politically. It is mere 


rage of metaphor, It is to call the mind a sheet of white pa- 
per, till at last we are brought to think the resemblance to be 


the very thing signified, The use of metaphor is to illustrate, 


Government, take it in any of it's complex forms, 


can be carried on but in three ways: by Ansullied principle 


and undeviating virtue in the Governors, and perhaps in the 
people; by force and terror; or by mitigated law and influ- 
ence, Who does not wish for the first? Who expects to see 
it? In states highly civilized, the mixed mode of law and influ- 


.ence on the minds of free agents appears to me the only mode 


in which tranquillity, security, and general happiness can be 


tolerably preserved, with the allowance of human frailty. I 


detest corruption, open or secret, as much as any man. But 


when I see an assembly formed on any principles however sub- 


lime, or deep, or disinterested, I remember it is formed of men. 


' Menander said long ago; Av9Jowro; | ixawm TpoPzos, It is man; 


his name explains the rest. I never will consent to chink, that 
Government is a matter of perpetual experiment. I would graft 


new regulations upon the old principles by a very gradual re- 


moval of what is absurd, obsolete, useless, of ah incunbrance. 
| . . 
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While in Delusion's ear their magick rings, 
Through 


Tt was the boast of Citizen Lord Stanhope, that he would teach 
the Judges law, and the Bishops religion. I have no such am- 
-bition : but at present I would recommend to Charles Abbott 
Esq. M. P. the new Digester of our Laws, not to be too subtle 
in the process. It is not every political chemist who can throw 
off into his work the spirit of legislation, e A have the 
grosser dregs and feculence of the mass. 


Let us new, and at all times, be vigilant with determi- 
nate courage. We know what freedom, what equality of power 
among the citizens, what fraternity, what comfort, what happiness, 
and what security France has offered, and given too, to all 
countries, who have either bowed voluntarily, or have been 
Subjecred, to her tyranny. Take Cicero's expressions. As to 
themselves; Licet, quod videtur, hublicum judicare: quod judi- 
caverint, vendere. As to other nations, friend or foe; ** Per. 
ici non frotest, utrum teveritas acerbior, an benignitas qua tuo 
Such are the words in that elaborate and consummate 
Oration en the Agrarian Law, which re, rm would do well 
to read and consider in the original or in a translation. It is 
peculiarly pertinent to the present time. When Demosthenes 
raised his mighty voice against a decree proposed by Aris- 
tocrates, he bespoke the attention of his audience as to a private 
man, who had neither part in the administration of the state, 
nor influence from his connections. He bespoke their favour 
on this ground. He thought the interest of Athens was alone a 
Sufficient plea. ** ETeuday wx ra evoxhuytuy das, ud: TwY 
RET DNITEVILEVWY nat TMIGTEVOLEVWY TAC d WY, WpaYiua THIN 
unrex ni. deideny rer. T For * own part without any 

auler 


it. 


t Kara Abi ronpa ru. —Demosth. Op. Gr. Benen. 1570 p. 403. 
; ö 


ge 
W 
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Through states, or armies, in the camp, or street, 


And 


other ſreten tion, political or literary, than the love I feel to my 
country, her laws, her religion, her ordinances, and her govern- 
ment, and the labour I have exerted to understand and to pre- 
Serve them, I would earnestly andaffectionately remind my Coun- 
trymen in this perilous and pressing hour, of the eloquent words 
of Demonax, as they are recorded by Lucian; . Constitutions" an 
* Aae like tlicie you never will decree, till you have Ka removed 


ginal are full of dignity : Mn Tparepov, E Acala, Uperehe. 
a fen ru EAEOT Tov CD nableuret. t 

i) A celebrated saying of the famous Mirabeau, in the hes 
ginning of the French Revolution.—1 would, in this concluding 
| note, observe with great earnestness and affection to my Coun- 
try, that in all the departments of society, government, religion, 
or literature, the French haveat all times maintained one unvarying 
oyatem of decefition, when under the ancient monarchy, or no un- 
der the iron, unrelenting tyranny of their new republick. Their 
manner of reasoning is, and always has beep, sophistical. We 
are in perpetual danger of being misled by the appearance of 
reason. We have always ground for distrust, Take a speci- 
men from thousands and tens of thousands of 1 instances. Many 
years ago, in a collection entitled“ Lettres Historiques et Poli- 
tiques,” a French Statesman used these words to Mr.D'Alembert, 
je ne veux point admettre dants les arrets de Conseil us vrai tri- 
* vial, une clarte troj familiere. Je veux un vrai de recherche, une 
| 6« clarte elegante, une naivete fine, toute brillante de termes from» 
« /reux, releves inopintment de phrases arrondies,, de wocatifs in- 
has ' rermediaires et a adverbes indifinis.” Lett. Hist. et a Vol. 


＋˙.— 11 


— 


— 
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1 Lucian, Demobax. p. 555. Ed. Tol. Bourdeloii 
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634 0 
And now a School revolts, and now a FLEET, | 
bat | Ga, 
4- Þ* 176. Nothing can be more characteristick of FrenchStates- 
men. Be but sufficiently anintalligible, have but your weatift 
intermediaires et your adverbes indefinis, arid the business is done. 
Language withaut- meaning, phrases to blind the people, and 


ideas to delude. But when the scheme is accomplished, and 
When they obtain the fewer, their hn tool is perfectly intelligible. 


Next take an inseance in Literature, "Men of learning have 
always had a proper value for the Greek language, for reasons 
too obvious for me to state. In general the French are ignorant 
of it. Indeed Mr. Camus (the Deputy) some time ago published 
an edition of Aristotle IIep. Zan, moderate enough as thought 
from a slight inspection. But in gereral the French Philoso- 
Phers, who by their works prepared the Revolution, are per- 
petually despising or ridiculing the Greek language. I only 
Speak of their manner of effecting their purpose. One of the acut- 
est, most dangerous, and most ins idious of them all, Mr. D Alem- 
bert, bas these words. „, 5i vous Saviez. le Gree! —Ceux qui ga: 
vent, on crotent avoir, I Hebreu, P Arabe, le Syri taquee, | le Co te ou le 
Copte (as if he cared how it was pronounced, ) le Perzan, ou le 
Clunoir, pensent et parlent de mime et par les memes rail. p 
Alembert Melanges de Literature et de Philosophie. Vol. 5. 
P. 526. We see, the French Philosopher by confounding the 
Aralict, Coptich, ria, and Clinese with the Greek, insinuates 
that there is an equal wie in them all, that is, to the generality of 
scholars and to the world at large, little or no we at all. This 
does not merit any answer; ; but we see the nature of a French 
Philosopher's proof and the manner of his argument, In bort, 
be either knows every thing, or there is no manner of use at all 
in any thing that he does not know, AK. P. 1 think from 
continued observation, 1 understand the nature of these men. 

|  Theic 


N 


Go, warn in solemn accents; bold and brief, 


Their  fiterature, t their politicks, their philosophy, all terminate 
in the same point. Croyez Mot,“ are the words, whether 


they speak to an individual, or to the nations of the universe. 


Nou, vince the Revolution, from reaconing they have betaken 
themselves 70 single words, Deception still. Mirabeau said true, 
«« Words are things.” I cannot help observing that the Athe- 
nians (whose government was popular, and con;equently tyranni« 
cal, and manured with the blood of her own. citizens) had a 
custom of Softening the appellation of things which naturally 

conveyed an idea of terror. This may be found in a most cu» 
rious extract, preserved by the very learned Photius from the 
gth book of the Chrestomathia of HELLaDius BesanTixous ; 


che words are these. To wn Joopnuea yay Tas reis IIa. 
„ Aczins Sri uu, (AauoTa e T,, Adyvaios* Tio c ro Atoe 


4% [AGTNPIOY OUXMAG EXZABY, x TOY Aꝭ¹0mο Kov, Tas Ss Eg 
a. Slang dens. Erk.“ Photii Bibliothec. Sect. 259. page 1593. 
Ed. 165 3. Ia the ame manner the French apply the terms Equa» 
tity, Liberty, Frateruity, &c. for Tyranny, Desolation, Oppres- 
sion and Plunder. This is well understood. It would be pre- 
sumption to enlarge on this subject to a kingdom «0 enlighten» 
ed, so dignified, and I may add, 5 frzpared as Great Britain, 
We have every thing to lose. We have under our own form 
of government, comfort, protection, honour, security, and hap- 
piness. The price of preserving them is indeed great, very 
great; but the price of anarchy, reform, and inextricable con- 
fusion, would be greater beyond all calculation. We haye a 
foe powerful and perhaps unrelenting. But all states yield at 
last to circumstances; and policy will grant what affectiqn 
-rould refuse. The most ardent wish of my heart is a 88cure 

| Ppacr, 
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The slumb'ring Minister, or een Chief; 
Miu 


Px act, after a war for ever to be deplored, bloody, fatal, and 
expensive beyond all example; but which I always believed, 
and still beliey e, to have been INEVITARLE, We have «til ma- 
ny and great resources; but the times never called with $q 
loud and o commanding a voice for wisdom, discerament, and 
integrity, for temperate, and timely, and gradual concess ion 
with dignity and security, and for an ceconomy rigid and un- 
deviating, en the part of eur governors ; and for obedience, ac. 
quiescence under temporary pressure, alacrity in defence, and 
vigilance, and loyalty, and sTEADINEss in all the rubjects of this 
land, We have no need of of the Raman + Armiluxtrium ; our 
arms are purified already. Our Soldiers are loyal, and honou - 
rable, and without spot. They have been weighed in the ba- 
lance, and found perfect. And J trust our naval flag will ne- 
ver again wave but in defiance to our enemies. We are not lost, 
if we continue firm. 3 

We must remember that all the leagues of French Fac- 
tions and their leaders, in England or in any country, ne- 
ver relent. They know not the meaning of the term. There 
is as much mercy in them, to use the phrase of Shakepeare, as 
there is milk in a male Tiger. If they are called upon to re- 
tract, or to declare their full purpose, or to render their 
reasons to the country, they give us manifestos and declara - 
tions from their clubs. They tell us of corruption, and re- 
form, and all the sophisms of anarchy and revolution. Ss 


thundered the Orator of Athens against such, men: Ayr; r 


% aT%05)t, go jNa ra 1 r ber x Tapwypafa;, x TpoPg- 
eig, 


— 
_ 


1 des Varro de Ling. Lat. Lib. 5. 3. for * e the 
illustration of it. Fe>tus also may be consulted. 1 


(7) 


Mourn preudest empires prostrate in the dust, 
| Tiaras, 


„ org,” pe avdpintwy; xe aduwraro.” yt But Justiee 


has her balance, and the sword is not borne in vain. At 
* home (I take the words of vir John Finch in the 4th of Charles 
« J.) at any rate AvTtronzITY MUST BE VINDICATED from con» 
& tempt, SINCE THE LIFE OF GOVERNMENT IS REPUTATION.” 

And we should remember, that © None are 30 bold as the face 
« tious in company, none so fearful apart.“ We may have 
good hope, for we have a good cause. When perbaps the 
greatest statesman and the greatest orator that ever headed 


an opposition, demands an audience of his Sovereign, I would 


villingly 4upoce, that the principle of his heart is not democra- 
tick ; though I think his principles, in general, are very dangerous 
at this time. I would hope we may yet be redeemed, It was the 
boast of the Roman Emperor Augustus, that he found the City of 
brick, and left it of marble, I trust we shall not reyerse this 
memorable saying. I trust that the fublick credit of | the nation 
will revive, and that in cis reqpect, when speaking of Mr. Pirr, 
it will not be engraven with an iron pen and in the rock of Eng- 
land for ever, Aurram invenit, chartaceam reliquit,” I think 
I can discetn the firm establishment of lawful constitutional 
power in the plunges of meditated convulsion; and the return 
of day in the moment of greatest obscuration. I have loved 
my country from my earliest years, from a conviction of the 


excellence of the Constitution and of that balanced liberty it 


1 


6 


t Vid Deaverfis \Orat: 1 Ieog Na TEPAY . 
Dem. Ed. Gr. Benenati 1570. p. 546. Why will got our States- 
men rudy Demosthenes? Is he not allowed to be the very first 
folitical Orator ? Mr, Fox viitually understands his manner bet- 


ter than any man in ns OY not exert it * the 


ame good ende. 


— — — -- — 
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Tiaras; fanes, and pontiffs, crown and bust, 5 8 
Ani c | And 


was formed to maintain. ..I.am-grateful for the protection and 
the Ne! it has afforded, and 1 is yet mighty to preserve. _ 


I am again, (much; against my w. will, , and Tsincerely apologize for. 
xepeating the $ubject,) finally calfed upon to declare with eolem· 
nity, and with that truth which I have ever revered and preserv- 
ed, that this "whole composition, verse and prose, is the work 
of one hand. Ta this assertion I have no mental reservation. 1 
never wore the weeds of Dominick, or drank from the cup of 
Loyola. 11 this declaration will not suffice, I shall leave the 
$able birds of detraction to the hoarseness of their own clamours, 
and to the worms on which they feed. I shall scar upward to 
the source and fountain of light. Itis also frequently Insinuated 
and sometimes boldly asserted, to be written 1 conjunction with 
many learned and eloquent friends in the groves and retreats of 
our beloved Academe. It is true indeed, „ By the waters of 
«Cam I have sat down and wept, when F remembered thee, O 
Sion! as for my harp, I hare often hanged it up among the 
«trees that are therein.“ I wivhed to! sing one of the songs of 
ion. But, as it seems, it is an honourable Congfiracy, a Cone 

iracy to vindicate, to' recommend, and to uphold the cause 
of government, of Christian religion, of learning, and of good 
manners. Would it were so! Such united talents: might do 
their perfect work. I have only to lament the unworthiness of 
him who has presumed, withorft asviStance or ids Me azz tg 

undertake that office Lo; 
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* last, as through the smould'ring flames youturn, 
Snatch 


If indeed T had either personafhope, or personal fear, in the 
political or in the literary world, I think it will be allowed that 
I Should not have published this work. He must reconcile 
contradictions who will dispute this assertion. Whom Rave | 
courted ? to whom have I bowed ?, Arbitrary, power in any 
hape is my abhorrence. I have walked in the. hoo of Locke, 
and have passed through that of Sidney... But I have, in this 
hour of maturest reflection, approved and held fast the tempered 
doctrines which uphold government and prevent, copfusion, 
In the political matters of tis time, my suit and service is not 
rendered ferwnally to Mr. Pitt, Ujon me HE can have no * | 
My service is to my Country, and my praise to the Water of 
the Crown of Great Britain, My praise is to nu, who by der 
liberate and undaunted firmness, with an unblenched Aigoity, 
by commanding powers in speech and argument, and by vigo- 
ous measures, though without that promptitude of decision 
which marked his great Father, has preserved and supported 
(long may he Ah ne and support them!) the principle and 
gtability | of the English government: and constitution. The mais 
voice 27 England goes with me in this, Such I esteem Mr. PitT: 
as-5uch I honour him, Am I his enemy? I see his errors and 
his vices too, and I lay no flattering unction to them. I am 
alive to all his publick virtues, and I would correct their aber- 
rations, for they are many. As to Mr, Fox; that he has not | 
discerned the signs of these times, I will not assert; but that q 
his imprudence, his unbridled licence of language, and his 
plunging desperate doctrines j in times like these, in and out of 
Parliament, have alienated the mind of his Country From Him, 


that I will maintain, If I were to give credence to all his [ 


5peeches which I have either hear or read, I must declare them | 


to be the doctrines of a man ripe pag ready for any revolution. 
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If he is honest in bis opinion, I can neither think nor pro. 
nounce him honest to his country. Hy should not have hu; 
exhibited hitnself in the House, or on the Hustings. Nen ho: 
Sita 3; tempus Shevtacula' poxcit! I pass over the primrose path of 
daltfance” on St. Ann's Hill; though I would fain cast à wi- 
thering look on the nocturnal orgies of dicig depredation and 
of p patrician plunder before the walls of the palace, in the very 
face of a virtuous and insulted SovenBiGN,' F will separate the 
man from the leader of opposition. I : am ready to bow, and! 
do bow, to his genius, to his political eloquence without an 
equa}, to his knowledge various, deep, and extensive. His 

pleagantry, his social friendly disposition, and the good temper 
of his private conversation are acknowledged. But if heis 
ever to direct the councils of this kingdom, he must tread back 
almost all his steps. If he turns to ou government, he mut be 
born again. With opinions bold and candid as these I might 
obtain some respect and perhaps zome attention from the pub. 
lick, but I could hardly please either Mr. Pitt or Mr. Fox. 
(August 1797.) If I $ought personal fame; my motive is stil 
more visionary. No man can account for it. He who loved 
fame best + said of it, ** Just what you hear you have,” Iam 
wholly unknown. It is very proper that I should be so. Yet 
1 would be understood even on this point. I have not the 
sacred fear of a coward, but the deliberate courage which is in- 
spired by reflection, and the confidence which I am proud to 


repose in honourable 1 Some literary and political 
enterprizes 


+ Mr. Pope. 
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enterprizes are indeed rather hazardous in their nature. Mine 
are of that number, Yet I love decorum and I would be guid- 
ed by discretion; but it is not the form only of those virtues, 
refined through certain strainers, that I would preserve, it is 
the spirit. I would have gentleness without timidity, and de- 
cision without presumption. But I mus? feel the pressing nature 
of the time, the burthens, the terrors, the perils, and the neces- 
Sitr OF THE STATE, Whoever would do a publick service, must 


forget himself, His remuneration is from within. As to my- 


self, however unavailing my actions, my sentiments, my abili- 
ties, or my Services, they are UNKNOWN, UNBOUGHT, UN» 
$SOLICLTED, and hall be UNALTERED, In spirit, in principle, 
and in affection, my words and my thoughts are these: 


Non ante revellar, 
Exanimem quam te comfilectar ROMA, tuumque 
Nomen, L1BERTASs, et inanem feroequar umbram ! 


December. 1797. 
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THE END. 
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This Day is Published, a New Edition, being the Third, 
PRICE ONE SHILLING AND SIX-PENCE. 
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IMPERIAL EPISTLE 


FROM 


K:LEN. LONG; 


EMPEROR OF CHINA, 
TO 


' GEORGE THE THIRD, 


KING OF GREAT BRITAIN, &c. &c. 


IN THE YEAR 1794. 


Tens mitted from the Emperor, and presented to His Britannick Majesty by 
His Excellency the Right Hon. George Earl Macartney of the Kingdom of 
Ireland, K. B. Ambassador extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the Emperor 
of China in the Years 1792, 1793, and 1794. 


TRANSLATED INTO ENGLISH VERSE FROM THE ORIGINAL 
CHINESE POETRY. 


WITH NOTES BY VARIOUS PERSONS OF EMINENCE AND 
DISTINCTION, AND BY THE TRANSLATOR. 
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IGNOTUM RUTULIS CARMEN COELOQUE LATINO 
FIN GIMUS, ET FINEM EGRESSI LEGEMQUE PKIORUM. 


— 


N. B. It is thought proper to mention, that © the Imperial Epis. 
tle” is not @ burlesque Poem in any sense of the word. But it 5 A 
Poꝝ u founded upon the circumstances of the times delineating 
the characters of 
pleasantry, or with praise ; and exhibiting a picture of Europe 
at the period of it's date, The whole is (as the title implies) 
conveyed under Chinese imagery and allusions, illustrated by 
references to original Writers, consistent with its Plan and 
Subject. | 
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